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	European Commission position on points 
of the European Economic and Social Committee opinion considered as essential

	The Commission welcomes the opinion of the Committee and considers a circular and regenerative bioeconomy as key to foster EU’s competitiveness within planetary boundaries and to strengthen its strategic autonomy. The opinion provides valuable support in the work for an ambitious new EU Bioeconomy Strategy. The Commission will reinforce the synergies of the bioeconomy and the circular economy when updating the 2012 Bioeconomy Strategy[footnoteRef:2] and its review in 2018[footnoteRef:3]. The work of the European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform on bioeconomy and of the Circular Biobased Europe Joint Undertaking will be duly considered. The Commission also supports the crucial role of giving youth a voice, as demonstrated by the work of the EU Bioeconomy Youth Ambassadors. [2:  	COM/2012/060  https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52012DC0060 ]  [3:  	https://op.europa.eu/en/publication-detail/-/publication/edace3e3-e189-11e8-b690-01aa75ed71a1/language-en ] 

The Commission will also ensure coherence with the Biodiversity Strategy[footnoteRef:4], the Soil Strategy[footnoteRef:5] and the New Forest Strategy for 2030[footnoteRef:6] as well as existing and new legislation such as the Nature Restoration Law[footnoteRef:7] since the growth and resilience of the bioeconomy depends on the health and the integrity of the ecosystems that directly and indirectly provide biomass. The Commission will also consider in the updated Bioeconomy Strategy the links between water and bioeconomy and ensure coherence with the upcoming European Water Resilience Strategy announced by President von der Leyen in her political guidelines. [4:  	COM(2020)380 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52020DC0380]  [5:  	COM(2021)699 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A52021DC0699 ]  [6:  	COM/2021/572 https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52021DC0572 ]  [7:  	Regulation (EU) 2024/1991 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 24 June 2024 on nature restoration and amending Regulation (EU) 2022/869 (Text with EEA relevance) https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A32024R1991&qid=1722240349976 ] 

The Commission agrees that the circular economy can contribute to maximise the role of the bioeconomy to move away from fossil-based model and to create business opportunities from secondary feedstock such as the bio fraction of municipal waste. Therefore, the bioeconomy initiative will have close links with the upcoming initiatives such as the Clean Industrial Deal, the Circular Economy Act, the Industrial Decarbonisation Accelerator Act, and the European Biotech Act. The cascading use principle is a driver for the success of the bioeconomy in a circular economy. It ensures that natural resources are kept in the economy for as long as possible, retaining their value. As circularity and value retention are connected to the design of a product, the Commission will explore if and how the links to the ecodesign for sustainable products framework could be strengthened to ensure policy coherence. As stated in the communication ‘Building the future with nature: Boosting Biotechnology and Biomanufacturing in the EU’[footnoteRef:8], the Commission will ensure that the new Bioeconomy Strategy contributes to modernising sectors such as forestry, food or energy, to unleash the potential of biotechnology and biomanufacturing, with applications in diverse sectors such as chemicals, construction, textiles, automotive, and packaging. [8:  	COM(2024) 137 final https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52024DC0137 ] 

The Commission will continue supporting research and innovation on the bioeconomy. Horizon Europe includes Cluster 6: Food, Bioeconomy, Natural Resources, Agriculture and Environment. The Commission will explore how to unleash private investments in this sector, supporting regenerative business models and the market readiness of products and innovations. This support will also entail upskilling and reskilling of workers, in the context of the EU Pact for Skills[footnoteRef:9]: a large-scale skills partnership of stakeholders from the agri-food industrial ecosystem agri-food has joined was established under the Pact already in February 2022. It has committed to establish a joint strategy to design and implement a sectoral education, training, upskilling and reskilling framework which maximises competitiveness of all actors involved, and enhances job attractiveness and retention in the sector. The partnership is supported by several EU funded projects including Erasmus+ projects[footnoteRef:10]. The Commission will also explore new business models and new income opportunities for farmers and foresters in reaping the advantages of a sustainable and circular bioeconomy and its potential for the sustainable development of rural areas. [9:  	https://pact-for-skills.ec.europa.eu/index_en ]  [10:  	Agri-food] 

The Commission will also continue engaging in multilateral fora promoting the application of a circular bioeconomy that is regenerative by definition.



