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EESC President Oliver Röpke asked the Committee to turn to agenda item 18 – the debate on the New Vision on Agriculture and Food, with Christophe Hansen, European Commissioner for Agriculture and Food. 

The President welcomed the Commissioner and thanked him for considering the work of the EESC in the Commission’s Vision on Agriculture and Food. The President highlighted the addition of the word ‘food’ to the Commissioner’s portfolio, which showed the importance of ensuring food sustainability in the EU and the need for a comprehensive approach towards the whole food chain. The Vision aligned with many key recommendations the EESC had been making in its opinions. It recognised the essential role of farmers and fishers, while also highlighting the role of all actors in the EU agri-food chain in ensuring the resilience, sustainability and competitiveness of the sector.

Christophe Hansen, European Commissioner for Agriculture and Food, thanked the EESC for the invitation and recalled his time as a EESC member, acknowledging the valuable work of the Committee. He outlined the Vision on Agriculture and Food, presenting it as a roadmap for the EU’s farmers and food producers and highlighting that this Vision would help provide direction and predictability for Europe’s agri-food sector. He addressed the issue of generational renewal, advocating for an attractive food sector with fair remuneration and decent working conditions. He mentioned the upcoming CAP simplification package and the need for additional financing. He called for an agricultural sector that works hand in hand with nature, that incentivises the work towards sustainability and that strengthens the link between food and consumers, supporting rural and coastal areas and promoting balanced diets in schools. He also emphasised the importance of security in rural areas in the context of Russian aggression. Mr Hansen concluded by saying that he would work closely with all stakeholders involved, including the EESC, to further develop the key issues and initiatives announced in the Vision.

Emilie Prouzet (FR-I), rapporteur for opinion NAT/945 on New rules on cross-border enforcement against unfair trading practices, began by emphasising that strengthening the enforcement against unfair trading practices was a first step towards the shared goal of strengthening the role of farmers in the food supply chain. This was essential for European food security and competitiveness. The EESC welcomed the Commission’s proposal for new rules on cross-border enforcement, as it clarified the tools that were available to the authorities in the Members States. She emphasised the need for better cooperation between national authorities. She called for the legislators to ensure that this regulation applies only to harmonised practises at EU level and not to develop measures that would undermine the single market.

Stoyan Tchoukanov (BG-III), rapporteur for opinion NAT/937 on the Amendment of the Common Markets Organisation (CMO) Regulation on rules on contracts, producer organisations and cooperation between farmers, began by thanking the Commissioner for the Vision, which brought hope to farmers and reflected the EESC’s positions on these issues. He highlighted that the main problem was the lack of fair income for farmers. Measuring the resilience of the agri-food sector and its supply chains was challenging, as resilience was related to shocks and crises. However, the primary goal should be to preserve the EU agricultural model. The EESC supported the proposal for written contracts, as it would help producers in the supply chain, who were sometimes forced to sell below production costs, which could be seen as a ‘modern type of slavery’. Establishing a mediation mechanism for disputes was essential, especially since some Member States lack these mechanisms.

A debate with members followed. 

Josep Puxeu Rochamora (ES-I) emphasised the importance of the EU agri-food system. The agricultural sector is a priority for the EU, and it is essential for keeping rural areas vibrant. The EU should aim to remain a leader in the global market, while supporting young farmers and small businesses.

Peter Schmidt (DE-II) called for the meaningful inclusion of civil society as a follow-up to the Strategic Dialogue, highlighting that the EESC could be a convening space for this. Additionally, the EESC should participate as an observer in the newly established European Board on Agriculture and Food (EBAF) to build a bridge with civil society.

Simo Tiainen (FI-III) called for more information on how the Commission would finance the policies to implement the Vision and what practical measures would be applied in rural areas to ensure a vibrant EU countryside. 

Arnold Puech d’Alissac (FR-I) stressed that the main issue that farmers are facing is selling below the cost of production. However, the costs of production are different in the different Member States and this is a challenge that need to be addressed. 

Maria Nikolopoulou (ES-II) raised questions about social conditionality in the CAP and its implementation in the different Member States, as well as about the assessment of its impact. She stressed the need to address the position of women in the agricultural sector and how to achieve a better work-life balance.

Norbert Geisen (LU-III) stressed that jobs are being lost because of the automation of the sector in the transition away from traditional production. Measures need to be taken to protect SMEs and promote local and regional food chains.

Maurizio Reale (IT-I) highlighted that we rely on the Commission for a fair CAP reform where more resources go to farmers.

Bohumír Dufek (CZ-II) stressed that we live in difficult times and consumers are feeling the impact in terms of prices and quality. It is essential to monitor imports and examine production in third countries. Farmers in the EU face unfair conditions, for example with the Mercosur trade agreement. Simplification for farmers is needed.

Arnaud Schwartz (FR-III) encouraged the Commission to act and implement the Vision with a focus on the most vulnerable actors in the chain. He emphasised the need for healthier dietary regimes and called for solutions to the persistent challenges of the sector. 

Decebal-Ștefăniță Padure (RO-II) called for more flexibility on direct payments to support farmers and said that direct payments per hectare should be reconsidered.

Lutz Ribbe (DE-III) highlighted the importance of sustainable production, environmental protection and biodiversity, and called for economic incentives that would benefit both farmers’ incomes and the environment. He also stressed the need to create a market for products that respect environmental and social aspects. 

Luís Mira (PT-I) called for an increased budget for the agricultural sector and stressed the need to maintain all pillars of the CAP to ensure stability and predictability in the medium and long term. 

John Comer (IR-III) called for a change in the narrative around agriculture in order to attract young farmers. He also stressed the need for a well-funded CAP and for simplification to reduce the excessive burden that farmers face.

Felipe Medina (ES-I) stressed that measures that protect farmers should not negatively affect other actors in the agri-food chain. Legislation should have a supply chain perspective.

The rapporteur for opinion, Stoyan Tchoukanov (BG-III), NAT/937 thanked the members for their contributions and the Commissioner for his commitment to real change for EU farmers. 

The rapporteur for opinion NAT/945, Emilie Prouzet (FR-I), highlighted the importance of the EU single market and stressed that renationalisation of supply chains is not a solution, and it is essential to avoid polarisation.

Christophe Hansen, European Commissioner for Agriculture and Food, replied to the comments received and expressed his commitment to involving stakeholders in the dialogue, to considering the differences in the Member States when drafting policies and to focusing on incentives in the work towards sustainability.    

EESC President Oliver Röpke concluded the debate by offering the EESC’s support and future collaboration in implementing the Vision on Agriculture and Food. 
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