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The European Economic and Social Committee held its 595th plenary session in Brussels on 26 and 27 March 2025. Oliver Röpke, President of the EESC, and Aurel Laurențiu Plosceanu, Vice-President of the EESC, chaired the session.

Meeting times

	Wednesday, 26 March 2025
	14:35–18:29 

	Thursday, 27 March 2025
	9:02–12:48 



1) PRESENCE OF A QUORUM

The President of the EESC opened the session and announced that the quorum had been reached.

2) ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

3) APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 594th PLENARY SESSION, HELD ON 26 AND 27 FEBRUARY 2025

The minutes of the 594th plenary session were approved.

4) STATEMENT BY THE EESC PRESIDENT

The EESC President, Oliver Röpke, began by condemning the collapse of the ceasefire in Gaza and the deadly consequences for innocent civilians. He reiterated that the Israel government and Hamas must reinstate the ceasefire, protect civilians, respect international humanitarian law and release all hostages. He emphasised the Committee’s support for an UN-backed two-state solution.

Mr Röpke went on to stress the difficulties linked with Türkiye as a candidate country to the EU in view of the arrest of the mayor of Istanbul, Ekrem İmamoğlu, which had marked an erosion of EU values. He stressed the EESC’s continued support for Turkish civil society organisations. 

Regarding the signing of the Memorandum of Understanding with AICESIS at the Bureau meeting of 25 March, Mr Röpke re-affirmed renewed cooperation and dialogue between the EESC and AICESIS. 

Against the backdrop of the upcoming US tariffs, Mr Röpke had met with Commissioner Šefčovič to discuss the collaboration with DG TADE on the domestic advisory groups, the upcoming EESC opinions linked to the Draghi report, and EU-UK relations. Mr Röpke underlined the need for a unified European response. 

Regarding Russia’s war of aggression, Mr Röpke reiterated the EESC’s full commitment to supporting and deepening cooperation with civil society organisations in Ukraine. He denounced the bellicose rhetoric from the US administration given the fragile ceasefire talks. 
Mr Röpke had had other bilateral meetings. He had met with Commissioner Hansen to discuss agricultural policies, rural pacts and the EESC’s involvement in shaping the next phase of the Common Agricultural Policy. 

He had met with Executive Vice-President of the European Commission, Rafaele Fitto, on the reforms on cohesion policy ahead of the next MFF, and stressed the EESC’s commitment to defending a decentralised cohesion policy and guaranteeing the involvement of civil society. The Executive Vice-President wished to include the EESC in discussions and had agreed to attend the April plenary session. 

On 21 March, Mr Röpke had met with Commissioner Micallef, who had acknowledged that the EESC had set the highest benchmark for youth participation in the EU with its Youth Test, Youth Dialogues and Youth Advisory Councils. Mr Röpke had handed over the YEYS recommendations. The Commissioner had expressed an interest in addressing the Committee in the future and wished to involve the EESC in the preparation of the Intergenerational Fairness Strategy. 

On Monday 24 March, Mr Röpke had spoken at the inaugural meeting of the European Parliament’s Special Committee on the Housing Crisis. Commissioner Jørgensen had expressed an interest in involving the EESC in the future work of the Committee. 

Turning to the UNCSW69, Mr Röpke described his attendance with EESC members Host, Nikolopoulou and Mincheva as having led to an important exchange with civil society organisations and with Commissioner Lahbib. The EESC had also adopted a joint declaration with the African Union ECOSOC. In a context of growing gender equality backlash, Mr Röpke welcomed the Commission’s Roadmap on Gender Equality. 

Lastly, Mr Röpke described the flagship events of Civil Society Week and Your Europe Your Say 2025 as great successes, both having been marked by high attendance, interactions and fruitful recommendations.


5) CATEGORY C OPINIONS

Under Rule 47(3), the President asked the assembly to vote on the category C opinions on the agenda.

TEN/850
Revision of the gas storage regulation
(category C opinion)
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU)2017/1938 as regards the role of gas storage for securing gas supplies ahead of the winter season
COM(2025) 99 final - 2025/0051(COD)
EESC-2025-00873-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	198
	0
	1



TEN/852
Research and Training Programme of the European Atomic Energy Community for 2026-2027
(category C opinion)
Proposal for a Council Regulation establishing the Research and Training Programme of the European Atomic Energy Community for the period 2026-2027 complementing Horizon Europe – the Framework Programme for Research and Innovation and repealing Council Regulation (Euratom) 2021/765
COM(2025)60 final – 2025-035-NLE
EESC-2025-00986-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	195
	1
	4



INT/1090
Application and reporting deadlines/CSRD and CSDDD
(category C opinion)
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Directives (EU) 2022/2464 and (EU) 2024/1760 as regards the dates from which Member States are to apply certain corporate sustainability reporting and due diligence requirements
COM(2025) 80 final -2025/0044 COD
EESC-2025-00963-00-00-AC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	199
	2
	2




6) COMMITTEE OPINIONS WITHOUT DEBATE

In accordance with Rule 67 of the Rules of Procedure, the President asked the assembly to vote on three opinions put straight to the vote, without a debate. All opinions were adopted.

SOC/812
Crises and crisis phenomena in modern Europe and civil society
(exploratory opinion requested by the Polish presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2024-03332-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Ariane RODERT (SE-III)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	199
	3
	3




SOC/789
Ex-post Evaluation of the Asylum, Migration and Integration Fund for the 2014-2020 programming period
(evaluation report requested by the European Commission)
EESC-2024-01881-00-00-RE-TRA
Rapporteur: Nicoletta MERLO (IT-II)

	Report adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	201
	4
	8



	Transmission approved

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	208
	2
	7



NAT/930
Evaluation of Directive E (EU) 2019/633 of 17 April 2019 on unfair trading practices in B2B relationships in the agricultural and food supply chain (incl. mapping of national UTP legislation)
(evaluation report requested by the European Commission)
EESC-2024-02156-00-00-RE-TRA
Rapporteur: Antje Sabine GERSTEIN (DE-I)
Co-rapporteur: Branko RAVNIK (SI-III)

	Report adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	214
	2
	3



	Transmission approved

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	197
	5
	2




OPINIONS WITH DEBATE

7) SOC/818
Health and safety at work – current and future challenges in light of traditional and new technologies, with a focus on AI
(exploratory opinion requested by the Polish presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2024-03858-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Carlos Manuel TRINDADE (PT-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Carlos Manuel Trindade, to present the opinion.

Mr Trindade’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-03858-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	149
	99
	5



8) SOC/819
Working time, the efficiency of the economy, and the well-being of workers (including in the context of digital change and work automation): a legal and comparative analysis of the situation in the EU Member States
(exploratory opinion requested by the Polish presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2024-03947-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Maria del Carmen BARRERA CHAMORRO (ES-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Maria del Carmen Barrera Chamorro, to present the opinion.

Ms Barrera Chamorro’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-03947-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	146
	89
	4



9) REX/594
Competitiveness and economic security – how should EU trade policy contribute to the objectives of the Draghi report?
(exploratory opinion requested by the European Parliament)
EESC-2025-00020-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Georgi STOEV (BG-I)

The president asked the rapporteur, Georgi Stoev, to present the opinion.

Mr Stoev’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2025-00020-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	157
	0
	0



10) REX/588
EU-India Strategic Partnership
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-04035-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Aurel Laurenţiu PLOSCEANU (RO-I)

The president asked the rapporteur, Aurel Laurenţiu Plosceanu, to present the opinion.

Mr Plosceanu’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-04035-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	180
	1
	1



11) REX/595
Moldova Growth Plan
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions Communication on the Moldova Growth Plan
COM(2024) 470 final
EESC-2024-04655-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Dumitru FORNEA (RO-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Dumitru Fornea, to present the opinion.

Mr Fornea’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-04655-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	142
	0
	1



12) REX/587
Action Plan for enhancing cooperation between civil society organisations in the European Union and Kazakhstan, in the framework of the implementation of the New Strategy on Central Asia and of the Global Gateway
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-02254-00-00-AC-TRA 
Rapporteur: Dumitru FORNEA (RO-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Dumitru Fornea, to present the opinion.

Mr Fornea’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-02254-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	147
	0
	3



13) ECO/638
Ex-post evaluation of the European Regional Development Fund and the Cohesion Fund 2014-2020
(evaluation report requested by the European Commission)
EESC-2024-03238-00-00-RE-TRA
Rapporteur: Maria del Carmen BARRERA CHAMORRO (ES-II)

The president asked the rapporteur, Maria del Carmen Barrera Chamorro, to present the opinion.

Ms Barrera Chamorro’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-03238-00-00-CR-REF.

	Report adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	138
	0
	6



	Transmission approved

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	135
	0
	5



14) NAT/944
Civil society's vision for a European Oceans Pact
(exploratory opinion requested by the European Commission)
EESC-2024-04595-00-00-AC-TRA 
Rapporteur: Francisco Javier GARAT PÉREZ (ES-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Francisco Javier Garat Pérez, to present the opinion.

Mr Garat Pérez’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-04595-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	151
	1
	0



SOC/816
Including persons with disabilities in the development of new technologies and AI – possibilities, challenges, risks and opportunities
(exploratory opinion requested by the Polish presidency of the Council of the EU)
EESC-2024-04195-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Dovilė JUODKAITĖ (LT-III)

The president asked the rapporteur, Dovilė Juodkaitė, to present the opinion.

Ms Juodkaitė’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-04195-00-00-CR-REF

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	150
	0
	2



Adjournment 

Thursday, 27 March 2025

Resumption

DEBATE

15) De-polarising societies – Key take-aways of Civil Society Week 2025, with Michael McGrath, European Commissioner for Democracy, Justice, the Rule of Law and Consumer Protection, Brikena Xhomaqi, Co-chair of the Liaison Group and Kristýna Bulvasová, Youth representative (YEYS)

A summary of the debate is set out in Annex I – EESC-2025-00818-02-00-PV-TRA.

OPINIONS WITH DEBATE

16) CCMI/234
A European Liquid Fuels Strategy for a sustainable, affordable and resilient low-carbon transition
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-03709-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Veselin MITOV (BG-II)
Co-rapporteur: Alessandro BARTELLONI (IT- cat.1)

The president asked the rapporteur, Veselin Mitov, and the co-rapporteur, Alessandro Bartelloni, to present the opinion.

The statements by Mr Mitov and Mr Bartelloni and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-03709-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	163
	0
	1



17) SOC/815
Access to social welfare for the self-employed – analysis, limitations and scope for improvement
(exploratory opinion requested by the Polish presidency of the EU)
EESC-2024-03442-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Marcin Antoni ZIELENIECKI (PL-II)


The vice-president asked the rapporteur, Marcin Antoni Zieleniecki, to present the opinion.

Mr Zieleniecki’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-03442-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	122
	0
	3



DEBATE

18) New Vision on Agriculture and Food, with Christophe Hansen, European Commissioner for Agriculture and Food

A summary of the debate is set out in Annex II – EESC-2025-00818-03-00-PV-TRA.

OPINIONS LINKED TO THE DEBATE

19) NAT/945
New rules on cross-border enforcement against unfair trading practices
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on cooperation among enforcement authorities responsible for the enforcement of Directive (EU) 2019/633 on unfair trading practices in business-to-business relationships in the agricultural and food supply chain
COM(2024) 576 final - 2024/0318 COD
EESC-2024-04652-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Emilie PROUZET (FR-I)

The rapporteur, Emilie Prouzet, presented the opinion during the preceding debate.

Ms Prouzet’s statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-04652-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	188
	0
	3



20) NAT/937
Amendment of the Common Markets Organisation (CMO) Regulation on rules on contracts, producer organisations and cooperation between farmers
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulations (EU) No 1308/2013, (EU) 2021/2115 and (EU) 2021/2116 as regards the strengthening of the position of farmers in the food supply chain
COM(2024) 577 final - 2024/0319 COD
EESC-2024-04584-00-00-AC-TRA
Rapporteur: Stoyan TCHOUKANOV (BG-III)

The rapporteur, Stoyan Tchoukanov, presented the opinion during the preceding debate.

Mr Tchoukanov’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-04584-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	189
	3
	3




21) Presentation of the European Commission’s Work Programme by Valdis Dombrovskis, European Commissioner for Economy and Productivity, and for Implementation and Simplification

A summary of the debate is set out in Annex III – EESC-2025-00818-04-00-PV-TRA.

22) DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE ASSEMBLY

1. Committee’s own-initiative opinions (Rule 52 of the Rules of Procedure)

The assembly approved the following requests to prepare own-initiative opinions:

	ECO
	

	1. 
	Additional considerations on the Euro area economic policy 2025
(A-21) (September)

	2. 
	Additional considerations on the way forward for the European Semester 2025
(A-12) (September)



2. Subcommittees (Rule 26 (1) of the Rules of Procedure)

Following the setting up of the ‘Preparedness union’ subcommittee by the Assembly at its plenary session of 27 February, the following members were appointed as members of the subcommittee: 

	Group 1

	Group 2
	Group 3

	Tomas ARVIDSSON 
(SE) - RAPP
	Giulia BARBUCCI 
(IT) - RAPP
	Séamus BOLAND 
(IE) - PRE

	Mariya MINCHEVA (BG)
	Christophe QUAREZ (FR)
	Ariane RODERT (SE) – RAPP

	Jana HARTMAN RADOVÁ (CZ)
	Romain WOLFF (LU)
	Alain COHEUR (BE)

	Peter CLEVER (DE)
	Mateusz SZYMAŃSKI (PL)
	Corina MURAFA BENGA (RO)

	Olivier JORIS (BE)
	Ellen NYGREN (SE)
	Christian MOOS (DE)





23) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

N.A.
24) DATE OF THE NEXT PLENARY SESSION

The next plenary session would be held on 29 and 30 April 2025 in the Alcide De Gasperi meeting room of the European Commission’s Charlemagne building in Brussels. The first part of the session would begin at 14:30 on Tuesday 29 April. Proceedings would resume at 9:00 on Wednesday 30 April. Exact timings were to be confirmed.

The assembly approved these dates.

	
	Isabelle LE GALO FLORES

	
	Secretary-General


_____________
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