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	The Commission welcomes the opinion of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC). It provides a useful overview of the EU Youth Dialogue (EUYD) and its governance structure. The Commission encourages further exploration of the EESC’s potential role in the EUYD.  
The Commission has taken concrete measures in monitoring the outcomes and impact of the Dialogue. These include the setting-up of an EUYD library on the European Youth Portal[footnoteRef:1] and the assessment of the effectiveness of the EUYD in regular evaluations of the EU Youth Strategy[footnoteRef:2]. [1:  https://youth.europa.eu/home_en]  [2:  COM(2018) 456 final; 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/en/TXT/?uri=CELEX:52018DC0269] 

Strengthening the EUYD is a priority for the Commission. This commitment is set out in the Communication on the Legacy of the European Year of Youth 2022[footnoteRef:3] and in the interim evaluation of the EU Youth Strategy 2019-2027[footnoteRef:4]. Giving young people a stronger voice in EU policymaking was one of the two key areas in which the Commission proposed sixty actions. As outlined by President von der Leyen in the Political Guidelines for the next Commission 2024-2029[footnoteRef:5] it will remain a priority in the next mandate.  [3:  COM(2024) 1 final; 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=COM%3A2024%3A1%3AFIN&qid=1705047193156]  [4:  COM(2024) 162 final; 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=CELEX%3A52024DC0162&qid=1729263121393]  [5:  https://commission.europa.eu/about-european-commission/towards-new-commission-2024-2029/president-elect-ursula-von-der-leyen_en] 

Strengthening the EUYD was one of the fourteen actions of the Communication on the Year of Youth, aiming to give young people a stronger voice in EU policymaking. Another action in this field is the introduction of a youth check. The Commission will use the full potential of the Better Regulation framework to ensure that the effects of EU policies on young people are systematically considered. The youth check screening will be applied to all priority initiatives in annex I of the 2025 Commission Work Programme.
Monitoring and dissemination of the EUYD outcomes
The Commission takes note of the invitation of the EESC to the Council and the representatives of the Governments of the Member States to consider a unified and systematic approach to monitoring and dissemination of the EUYD outcomes in the form of guidelines as outlined in paragraph 2.7. 
The Commission will look into monitoring the outcomes of the EUYD in the tri-annual Youth Report, where it reports on the implementation of the EU Youth Strategy, based, inter alia, on information provided by Member States and the Youth Wiki[footnoteRef:6]. Regular monitoring of the EUYD is ensured through the European Steering Group and as part of the overall monitoring, reporting and evaluation of the EU Youth Strategy.  [6:  https://national-policies.eacea.ec.europa.eu/youthwiki] 

Improving the dissemination, uptake and follow-up on the outcomes of the EUYD at all levels is a key priority, listed in the Commission’s Communication on the European Year of Youth and in the Commission Report on the interim evaluation of the EU Youth Strategy. Aligning the EUYD more closely with the Commission’s annual work programme will greatly facilitate the uptake and follow up of recommendations and increase the relevance and impact of the Dialogue. In this regard, the Commission has already carried out two consultations in the context of the EU Youth Conferences in 2024 (in Ghent and in Budapest) on ongoing EU policy decisions. The results of these consultations have been shared with relevant Commission officials and will be considered together with the outcomes from other public consultations. The Commission will request that each future EU Youth Conference features a dedicated session related to Commission priorities. 
In addition, the forthcoming EU Youth Stakeholders Group and the newly created Commission internal Network of DG youth correspondents, led by the EU youth coordinator, will facilitate the dissemination of the outcomes of the EUYD. This new Network aims to build internal capacity to work with and mainstream the perspectives of young people. It provides youth correspondents with a platform to exchange and share good practices.
As for the participatory outcomes described in paragraph 3.4., these are largely covered in the annual report from national working groups as part of the Erasmus+ grant agreement between national working groups and the Commission. These outcomes are also often monitored by the European researchers in their evaluation reports of each cycle. How to strengthen this reporting is a matter for discussion within the European Steering Group and with Member States. 
Communication of the EUYD
The Commission’s Communication on the legacy of the 2022 European Year of Youth highlights the need to increase the visibility and outreach of the EUYD which is in line with the EESC’s opinion on strengthening the Dialogue. 
The Commission has already made considerable progress in this regard. For example, the Commission will continue to raise awareness of the Dialogue, with a new social media campaign, a video explaining the Dialogue, a new visual identity as well as a toolkit to support stakeholders in their efforts to implement and communicate the Dialogue. 
Steps have also been taken to improve the European Youth Portal, both with regard to its function as a document repository for the EUYD and as a communication channel for the Dialogue.
Finally, paragraph 3.9. outlines the need for a communication strategy. This work is currently being carried out by the communication task force chaired by Belgium. The communication strategy is expected to be completed in 2025.
Management of the EUYD
The Commission acknowledges the importance of institutional memory and knowledge transfer about the EUYD. The Commission is looking into clarifying the precise methods and format, based on a comprehensive assessment of the current situation, where the European Youth Forum acts as a secretariat of the European Steering Group. Given that Presidency trios play a key role in the governance of the EUYD, any change to the structure of the EUYD would need to be supported by Member States. 
Such a change would also require a revision of the Council Resolution on the governance of the EU Youth Dialogue[footnoteRef:7] and the Council Resolution on a framework for European cooperation in the youth field: The European Union Youth Strategy 2019-2027[footnoteRef:8]. [7:  	C(2019) 189/01; 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A42019Y0605%2801%29]  [8:  	C(2018) 456/01; 
https://eur-lex.europa.eu/legal-content/EN/TXT/?uri=celex%3A42018Y1218%2801%29] 

Although they are not a part of the EUYD and follow a different methodology, the Youth Policy Dialogues[footnoteRef:9] strengthen young people’s participation in the EU policymaking process. They provide a platform for meaningful discussion on policy initiatives and developments with each Commissioner on a yearly basis. The first ones of such dialogues under the von der Leyen II mandate were held by Commissioner Brunner on 6 December[footnoteRef:10] and Commissioner Hansen on 11 December 2024[footnoteRef:11]. [9:  https://youth.europa.eu/youthweek/policy-dialogues_en
The Youth Policy Dialogues were first held as part of the European Year of Youth, throughout 2022 and until February 2023. These consultations have been set out as a yearly initiative in President von der Leyen new political guidelines. ]  [10:  https://home-affairs.ec.europa.eu/news/youth-policy-dialogue-commissioner-brunner-schengen-security-and-migration-2024-12-17_en ]  [11:  https://agriculture.ec.europa.eu/common-agricultural-policy/cap-overview/youth-policy-dialogue_en] 




