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Agenda item 14

Presentation of the priorities of the Polish Presidency of the Council of the European Union, with Magdalena Sobkowiak-Czarnecka, Polish Undersecretary of State, European Union Affairs Division





EESC President Oliver Röpke began by introducing the agenda and acknowledging the achievements of the Polish Presidency. He recalled his meeting with Magdalena Sobkowiak-Czarnecka in Warsaw and commended Poland for assuming the presidency with strength and determination in unstable times. He recognised the challenges faced and praised the Polish team for their hard work and success. Mr Röpke expressed his gratitude to his Polish counterparts for their dedication and efforts throughout their presidency.
Ms Sobkowiak-Czarnecka took the floor and began by emphasising the importance of European unity in addressing security challenges, noting increased awareness of security needs across Member States. She introduced the Polish Presidency priorities, with the most important points being supporting Ukraine, maintaining unity and advancing sanctions, while ensuring a fair enlargement process based on merit for candidate countries. She highlighted how defence spending needed to increase, with Poland advocating urgent financing of the defence industry and collaboration on border security through the ‘Eastern Shield’ project. She believed that migration as a hybrid threat required secure borders, alongside a focus on labour market stability. Internal security included preparedness for natural disasters, while economic security hinged on competitiveness, deregulation, and advancing the multiannual financial framework. She also explained how food security needed to align agriculture with climate action, and how energy security must aim to lower prices to match global standards. She stressed the vital importance of health security in terms of prioritising the exchange of digital health data and addressing youth mental health on social media. She concluded by saying that combating disinformation was critical to safeguarding democratic ideals. She thanked participants for their contributions to opinions, particularly on labour market issues.
Ms Sobkowiak-Czarnecka thanked the EESC for its work with the presidency, and for its opinions, and said that she was open to questions.
Mr Szymański (PL-II) thanked the Polish Presidency for requesting Committee opinions and noted it was clear they lived in difficult times. He stressed the minimum wage as a very important topic, emphasising a decent income and collective bargaining for workers. He also emphasised the impact of digitalisation and artificial intelligence on workers who had been affected. He continued by arguing that, currently, there was not much legislation on working conditions around Europe except for the European enterprise councils. He further highlighted the need to look into internships for young people seeking to join the labour market, and to examine their social rights. He looked forward to the presidency’s actions on workers’ rights. He then spoke about the radical decarbonisation policy, stating that its purpose should not be to sanction but to encourage. He argued that a dynamic approach was also needed because industries and businesses were already in decline. However, time was running out, and it was crucial to invest in human capital. His final message was that more convergence was needed in Europe.
Ms Ochędzan (PL-III) began by underscoring the historical significance of Poland, and that fact that it had disappeared temporarily from the map of Europe, attributing this, in part, to actions by Russia, among other factors. She highlighted the importance of the recent high-level session on women’s rights and referenced the motto of Poland’s Presidency, ‘Secure Europe’. Ms Ochędzan emphasised that Poland’s story served as a powerful symbol for Europe, particularly in the context of security across all domains. She stressed that Europe needed to ensure that being removed from the continent’s map in this way as a result of being subjugated, as historically experienced by Poland, must never occur again.
Mr Mallia (MT-I) expressed his deep admiration for Poland and offered strong encouragement for its presidency. His message centred on urgency. He emphasised the need to stop being surprised at transatlantic relations and instead focus on taking control of Europe’s destiny. He regarded Ms Sobkowiak-Czarnecka as a major inspiration for advancing European unity and security. Mr Mallia also highlighted the importance of reducing the burden on businesses, noting that this presented a significant opportunity for savings, which could serve as a game-changer in terms of productivity, employment, and industrialisation on a broader geopolitical scale. He called for political courage, particularly on the issue of immigration, which he believed was being exploited.
Ms Babrauskienė (LT-II) fully agreed with the emphasis on security in Europe, highlighting the importance of energy security in particular. She noted that over 200 000 workers in the EU were employed in the coal sector, and they were among the most affected by the ongoing transitions. At the same time, she pointed out that one million new jobs were expected to emerge in the energy sector as part of the green transition. Ms Babrauskienė stressed that without a competitive workforce, Europe could not remain competitive. She underscored the critical need to invest in green and digital skills. While significant funds had been allocated for these purposes, she noted that resources had been distributed unevenly across European regions, leading to a lack of cohesion. She called for greater investment in human resources, warning that failing to do so would result in a missed opportunity for Europe.
Mr Sibian (RO-III) thanked Ms Sobkowiak-Czarnecka for her presentation and focused on external and internal security. He agreed with the presidency’s focus on merit-based enlargement, which also mirrored the former Hungarian Presidency’s scoreboard in the Balkan region for enlargement. However, he was interested to know whether Poland was aware of problems in the Balkans in terms of safeguarding European democratic values and the rule of law. He highlighted the agreement on civil society regarding human security, but he also wanted to know if the Polish Presidency could comment on the protection of civil society in terms of democracy and political activism given the increasing political upheaval in Europe.
Mr Krawczyk (PL-I) recalled the 2004 enlargement as a sign of the EU’s courage and unity. Regrettably, however, he saw that Europe was strongly divided in many areas today. The overall unity of the Union was important and would not develop unless ideas were put above political convictions. He believed that the rise of populism was a threat to this unity as well as foreign policy. He urged people not to lose sight of the big picture. The war in Ukraine had helped to generate solidarity, but it was important to build on that even further. He believed that the overall unity was based on a fair balance between sovereignty and unity. Here, he saw that Poland would bring optimism and could take up these challenges despite the lack of unity.
Ms Barrera Chamorro (ES-II) was grateful for efforts to promote social affairs relating to workers’ rights, especially during these challenging times for democracy and with the rise of technology. She stressed the importance of becoming more competitive in Europe and improving EU economies. However, this could not be at odds with workers’ rights and quality of jobs. She concluded by congratulating the presidency on its joint work with the Committee, something that would protect future jobs.
Ms Miltoviča (LV-III) endorsed the priorities of Poland which were equally shared by many in the EESC. She wanted to emphasise energy security and the transition. She recalled the coal industry at its height, which had now been replaced by the growing renewable energy sector. This was a significant achievement. She highlighted the dual use of transport with flexible mechanisms covering logistics and customs checks, for example. She also stressed European transport networks which include regions that should be linked together by transport, and she was keen to work more closely with the Polish Presidency on transport projects across Europe.
Mr Gavrilovs (LV-I) welcomed the priorities set by the Polish Presidency and acknowledged their significance. He looked forward to the presidency’s stance on the completion of the monetary union by 2030. Recognising that the future was complex, he emphasised the need to support entrepreneurs and employers in adapting to emerging challenges, as this would pave the way for greater integration within the EU. He warned that without such efforts, there was a risk of economic disintegration. Mr Gavrilovs firmly believed that unlocking the EU’s full potential was essential. He stressed the importance of continuing the initiatives that were already under way, arguing that without concrete results, the efforts would lack meaningful impact.
Ms Murafa Benga (RO-III) emphasised the need for Europe to shift away from energy imports and instead focus on harnessing locally produced renewable energy. She posed questions for the Polish Presidency about the establishment of renewable energy solutions, particularly in sectors currently dependent on fossil fuels and energy imports. In her concluding remarks, she stressed the importance of moving away from energy dependency, noting that reliance on subsidised imports undermined the potential of smaller regional communities to produce their own energy.
Ms Sobkowiak-Czarnecka was pleased to engage in discussions and exchange opinions. She emphasised that Europe’s competitiveness depended on a skilled workforce, calling for investments in new skills and people as the best possible investment. On NGOs Day, she highlighted the Polish Presidency’s solidarity logo, symbolising Poland’s remembrance of its past. She urged unity and swift, smart decision-making, stressing the need for Europe to have its own agenda rather than reacting to others. She reaffirmed Poland’s commitment to European values, equality and democracy, while expressing concern over the current backlash. She emphasised prioritising workers and recognising women’s equal contributions to society. Ms Sobkowiak-Czarnecka invited all those present to attend the upcoming conferences in Poland, including discussions on dual-use transport, young people and AI, and social media’s impact on health. She also highlighted key topics such as enlargement, merit-based approaches to NGOs, low wages amid digitalisation and AI, and defence spending, with the Polish Defence Minister leading discussions on the defence industry. A council of entrepreneurs would address their future and rights. She concluded by reiterating the Polish Presidency’s openness to dialogue and its commitment to security as Europe moved forward.
Mr Röpke thanked Ms Sobkowiak-Czarnecka for her remarks, confirming her endorsement of Europe’s values, particularly when it came to women’s rights. He expressed gratitude for her leadership and assured her of his support as an ally. He mentioned that some recent developments around the world and in some EU candidate countries, with US cuts to foreign aid a source of concern, and emphasised the need to support independent civil society organisations. He warned that challenges would remain if these developments were not countered. Mr Röpke concluded by thanking Ms Sobkowiak-Czarnecka on behalf of the Committee, and wished her the very best for the remainder of the Polish Presidency.
_______________
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