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The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 9 - adoption of an opinion on the

The services sector in the European Union
Exploratory opinion Polish Presidency.

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption (president: Ms Sandra Parthie). The rapporteur was Mr Marcin Nowacki.

The rapporteur presented the opinion.

In the ensuing debate, Ms Sophia Reisecker raised the following issues:

· lively debate in the study group especially regarding the definition of services to be covered by the opinion;
· importance for business of the completion of the single market for services;
· work in the study group to draft a balanced text taking into account the needs of businesses and the protection of workers.

The Assembly then examined the opinion on the basis of the amendment tabled by Mr Wauthier Robyns (EESC-2024-03619-01-00-AMP-TRA).

a)	Point 3.13 (Amendment 1)

Amend as follows:

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	The EESC highlights the need to strengthen transparency and consistency in the European Commission’s activities. A particular concern is the recurring tendency of Member States to impose national requirements that go beyond what is stipulated in EU Directives. A more coordinated and streamlined regulatory framework could enhance the services sectors’ competitiveness, support business growth, and drive innovation while maintaining high labour standards and social protection.
	The EESC highlights the need to strengthen transparency and consistency in the European Commission’s activities. A particular concern is the recurring tendency of Member States to impose national requirements that go beyond what is stipulated in EU Directives. A more coordinated and streamlined regulatory framework should enhance the services sectors’ competitiveness, support business growth, and drive innovation while maintaining high labour standards and social protection. The EESC encourages the Commission to provide guidance on the legitimacy of national measures which limit the cross-border provision of services.



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur; it was rejected by the Assembly by 98 votes to 95, with 25 abstentions.

The opinion was adopted by 205 votes to nine, with ten abstentions. 
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