European Economig “
and Social Commitige ¢
-

REX newsletter ‘ The EESC in the world

Issue No 10
September-December 2024
WWWw.eesc.europa.eu/rex

Dear Reader,

2024 is almost over, but the challenges facing Europe are still on the table. The war in Ukraine will
soon enter its fourth year, and the conflict in Gaza has reached its second. Meanwhile, the whole
situation in the Middle East is becoming increasingly complex: the dictatorship in Syria has fallen, and
it is unlikely to be regretted, but what happens next is uncertain, and may not be the end of suffering
for the Syrian people. Meanwhile, a new President of the United States has been elected. Starting
from January, we will see what his actual policies will be, but we cannot fail to note that, in his public
declarations, Donald Trump has taken isolationist positions and expressed himself in favour of new
trade tariffs, with the risk of weakening transatlantic solidarity.

In this context, it is important for Europeans to be more European than ever. While the fortunes of
the Eurosceptic far right are not yet over, the inescapable needs of the future are clearly emerging:
The policies to come certainly cannot be decided on TikTok, or by unknown individuals without a
coherent project. We need to relaunch democracy at home, and continue to make it a central element
of our foreign policy. And, of course, we need a foreign policy worthy of the name, one which must
clearly be accompanied by a solid defence policy. We always hear that we need to spend more in this
area, but we should not forget the urgent need to spend better: This means having only one defence
market, not 27 different and fragmented ones.

In this sense, the launch of the new European Commission, supported by pro-European forces that
still have a clear majority in the European Parliament, is excellent news: we already know that Ursula
von der Leyen in her second term will continue her policy of supporting the European economy and
the international green transition, will maintain support for Ukraine in its fight for freedom and
democracy, and will continue innovative European policies on strategic raw materials,
semiconductors and artificial intelligence. In addition, with the appointment of the EU’s first
Commissioner for Defence and Space, we can finally hope for a breakthrough that will make Europe
stronger, more resilient and more respected in the world. The more credible and consistent we are,
the better we can withstand geopolitical shocks and undesirable trade wars.



In this respect, traditional European multilateralism will be a formidable ally: After years of tiring
discussions, the European Union and the Mercosur countries have finally concluded negotiations for
a trade agreement that, while respecting biodiversity and workers' rights, will create a market of 780
million people. | very much hope that the new agreement will be ratified by all EU Member States,
and that it can start to bear fruit as soon as possible: If we do not trade with the countries of South
America, other actors will, actors who certainly do not have our social and environmental standards.

The EESC’s commitment in the global context is clear: the Committee signed a Memorandum of
Understanding with Brazil’s Sustainable Economic and Social Development Council and was
represented by its President at the G20 Social Summit in Rio de Janeiro, where he advocated for
governance reform and enhanced social protections alongside Brazilian President Lula. The EESC also
formalised its partnership with the African Union through a joint declaration at the UN Summit of the
Future. This issue of our Newsletter, which is already our 10th issue, deals with these and other
successful activities in which the REX Section had a leading role.

This issue ends with the remembrance of our beloved colleague Sveto Trajkovski, who passed away
in August. Sveto was not only a dedicated member of the REX Unit staff, but also an unwavering
advocate for the values we hold dear. His legacy, and especially his efforts to bring civil society from
the EU and the UK closer together, will continue to inspire us in our work.

As we bid farewell to this turbulent year, let me wish you a peaceful holiday season and a fruitful
2025.

Yours sincerely,
Dimitris Dimitriadis
REX Section President




In memoriam

Sveto Trajkovski
1966-2024

Last August, our dear colleague Sveto
Trajkovski passed away, leaving an
overwhelming feeling of sadness and
loss in the REX Team.

= Sveto was a fearless mobiliser and
8 enthusiast, always willing to help and
inspire everyone with his extensive
talent and compelling energy. We will
always remember his incredible
generosity and kindness, his immense
. humanity and integrity, his unfailing
— — friendship, his cheerful smile and witty
humour, as well as his true
= professionalism and commitment in
f everything he did from translation to
i impact assessment, from true dedi-
cation in the EESC Staff Committee to

A\

\

externa relations in REX nit.

Not having Sveto any longer is a bitter loss for all of us. But the memory of a good and
kind person, as he was, is a true blessing. Sveto, there will always be a special place in our
hearts carved out for our memories, happy times spent together and that heartfelt
laughter of yours.

Once upon a midnight dreary, while I pondered, weak and weary,
Over many a quaint and curious volume of forgotten lore—
While I nodded, nearly napping, suddenly there came a tapping,
As of some one gently rapping, rapping at my chamber door.
"'Tis some visitor," I muttered, "tapping at my chamber door—
Only this and nothing more."

(...)

And the Raven, never flitting, still is sitting, still is sitting
On the pallid bust of Pallas just above my chamber door;

And his eyes have all the seeming of a demon's that is dreaming,
And the lamp-light o'er him streaming throws his shadow on the floor;
And my soul from out that shadow that lies floating on the floor
Shall be lifted—nevermore!

The Raven, Edgar Allan Poe.



Democracy and citizens’ engagement

Finally free, Belarusian opponent thanks the EESC

The EESC and Belarus

As we reported in the last issue of this Newsletter,
Belarusian journalist, activist and human rights
defender Andrei Gnyot (AHgpeii THET) had been
detained in Serbia following an extradition request
from Belarus based of false allegations. At the time of
writing in July, Mr Gnyot was in prison, waiting for a
judicial decision. In response to this situation, the EESC
had joined international efforts to release him and had
made an official statement calling on Serbia not to
extradite him to Belarus.

Meanwhile, the actions of our Ad hoc group on
Fundamental Rights and the Rule of Law were crowned
by success: the Serbian Appellate body came to the
decision that the conditions to extradite Mr Gnyot to
Belarus were not fulfilled and sent the case back for a
new decision. Consequently, his detention was
terminated when the legal term of one year expired on
31 October 2024.

Since then, with the process still ongoing, Mr Gnyot
left Serbia and publicly thanked the EESC for its efforts
from Berlin, where he held a press conference.
Recently, EESC Info published his testimony.

On 13 December, the EESC, together with
the European Endowment for Democracy
and the Belarus Press Club, held a seminar
on The Role of the Belarusian
Independent Media in Fostering a
Resilient and Democratising Society,
followed by the screening of Mara

seminaron The Role of the Belarusian Independent Media Tamkovich’s film ‘Under the Grey Sky’.

in Fostering a Resilient and Democratising Society
followed by the screening of Under the grey sky, directed by Mara Tamkovich

13.12.2024 | 10:00 - 16:00 ]

EESC, Rue Van Maerlant 2, Brussels - room VMA22 oo -‘vLTSL-)-::‘ g (("'"1“’? }

ss=  Despite the growing isolation in which
“*  dictator Aleksandr Lukashenko has

plunged his country, the EESC is still in touch with Belarusian civil society, and has been organising a
series of cultural initiatives on Belarus, such as the photo exhibition Heroes of Dark Times. It also
adopted opinion REX/545 on ‘Supporting the independent media sector in Belarus’ (see previous issues

of this Newsletter).




In Athens too, oL moAiteg pnopolv va Vikrioouv Tnv napaninpoddpnon!

Citizens can defeat disinformation
Civil society for an open democratic debate
0L moAiTeg propoUvV Vol VIKIOoUY TNV

mapamAnpopopnon
H Kowvwvict TWY TOAITWY Yo PIot GvVoLKTr
SnpokpaTikn culhTnon

2711.2024 | 09:00 - 13:15
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In 2022, the EESC launched a series of events to raise
citizens’ awareness on the problem of disinformation.
The main concept was that, because disinformation
spreads horizontally, it is necessary to involve civil
society and its horizontal way of functioning to
counter fake lies and the activity of malicious actors,
often sponsored by foreign interference efforts.

Every event consisted of a conference with the
participation of local civil society actors, EESC
members, academics and students, journalists,
influencers, local authorities and EU institutions, and
a one-week social media campaign pointing to a
dedicated page on the Committee’s website.

The first event took place in Sofia in 2023, the second
one in Chisindu and the third in Athens in 2024. On
each occasion, the EESC was able to interact with local
civil society, and the events were covered by the press
and television, as well as by influencers on social
networks.

With the closure of the first three-event series, a milestone has been set, but the EESC will continue
working on the topic of disinformation, which is becoming increasingly relevant for the health of

democracy in the world.

Where democracy began (photo: Shutterstock).

European Economic Area

EU, EEA and Switzerland from a civil society point of view

The European Economic Area Consultative Committee (EEA CC) convened its 34th meeting in Brussels
on 26 November. On the issue of how to better improve European competitiveness, Mr Stefano Mallia,
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President of the EESC Employers’ Group, stressed the importance of putting words into action and
moving towards implementation of the recommendations in the Report by former Italian Prime
Minister Mario Draghi, including on reducing the red tape burden on SMEs. EESC member Ariane
Rodert gave a preliminary presentation of her upcoming exploratory opinion on ‘Crises and crisis
phenomena in modern Europe and civil society’. The EEA CC members also received an update from
Deputy Head of Swiss Mission in Brussels Minister Alexander Renggli concerning EU-Switzerland
relations. Finally, Ms Line Eldring, Director of the Norwegian United Federation of Trade Unions,
presented findings of the report on Norway’s experience of cooperation under the EEA Agreement
since 2012.

Istvdn Komordczki, Co-Chair of the EEA Consultative Committee, during the EEA Joint Parliamentary Committee
meeting held in Oslo on 21-22 November (photo: Peter Mydske / Stortinget).

Enlargement countries
Enlargement Candidate Members in Brussels to discuss role of civil society

On 24 October, the EESC held its Enlargement High-level Forum, as the key event of the Enlargement
Candidate Members initiative. Enlargement Candidate Members (ECMs) are representatives of civil
society from the candidate countries for EU accession who contribute to the drafting process of EESC
opinions. This initiative made the EESC the first EU institution to offer candidate countries a specific
opportunity for involvement and participation. The Forum, entitled ‘Towards successful EU
Enlargement’, and co-organised with the European Commission, welcomed some 100 ECMs to discuss
the role of social dialogue and civil society in progressing on the accession path, including the
importance of upholding the EU’s fundamental values. It was also an occasion to take stock of what
the EESC has have achieved so far and what direction the project will take in the next months.

Nicolas Schmit, EU Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights, and Olivér Varhelyi, EU Commissioner for
Neighbourhood and Enlargement, were also present in the Forum, alongside Naida Nisi¢, Minister of

6



Labour and Social Welfare of Montenegro, Olta Manjani, Deputy Minister for Economy, Culture and
Innovation of Albania, Niki Kerameus, Minister of Labour and Social Security of Greece, and Rolf
Schmachtenberg, German State Secretary to the Federal Minister for Labour and Social Affairs.

On 29 November, the EU-Serbia Joint Consultative
Committee (JCC) met in Belgrade. EESC President
Oliver Ropke, Serbian Minister of European Integration
Tanja Miscevi¢ and EU Ambassador to Serbia Emanuele
Giaufret, emphasised the need for robust reforms and
the importance of civil society in their implementation.
The meeting was preceded by a two-day mission of the
EESC’s Ad hoc group on Fundamental Rights and the
Rule of Law, the first findings of which were presented by Group’s Vice-President Ozlem Yildirim.
Discussions highlighted issues such as the rule of law, civic freedoms, youth challenges and education
reforms, as well as media independence, anti-corruption measures and social dialogue.

7
4

Furthermore, the JCC expressed its condolences for the recent tragedy in Novi Sad, calling on the
authorities to thoroughly investigate its causes. Finally, it adopted a Joint Declaration expressing
concern over stalled negotiations and urged stronger reforms. Immigration issues, the protection of
cultural heritage and greater public understanding of EU integration benefits were among the topics
highlighted. The next JCC meeting is scheduled for early 2025 in Brussels.




Conference and fact-finding mission in Bosnia and Herzegovina

This years’ external meeting of the Western Balkans
Follow-up Committee was held on 15 October in the Europe
House in Sarajevo (BiH). It included a conference with local
social partners and civil society organisations (CSOs). The
goal of the conference was to listen to the views of the
organised civil society of Bosnia and Herzegovina on their
role in the country and the future negotiations with the EU,
and to convey important messages to the authorities of
Bosnia and Herzegovina and to the EU institutions.

A report on the conference highlighted that BiH citizens should feel they are gradually benefiting from
EU membership even before the formal accession and the authorities in the country, at all levels, must
act responsibly and do their part. The President and two vice-presidents of the Western Balkans
Follow-up Committee held bilateral meetings as part of the fact-finding mission to BiH. EESC President
Oliver Ropke, who had come to BiH to open the conference, met with the local Enlargement Candidate
Members (ECMs), as well as with national and international authorities present in the country, such as
Amer Kapetanovic, Secretary-General Designate of the Regional Cooperation Council (RCC), Dubravka
Bosnjak, Minister of Civil Affairs in the Council of Ministers of Bosnia and Herzegovina and Louis
Crishock, Principal Deputy High Representative at the Office of the High Representative.

Ministerial Meeting of the Western Balkans and EESC support to North Macedonia

On 29 and 30 September, EESC President Oliver Ropke
attended the Ministerial Meeting of the Western
Balkans Steering Platforms on Education and Training,
Research and Innovation, and Culture in Skopje. This
marks the first time the European Economic and Social
Committee (EESC) and its President participated in this
pivotal event, signalling an important step in enhancing
cooperation between the EU and the Western Balkans.
In addition, President Ropke held a bilateral meeting with Prime Minister Hristijan Mickoski. The
discussions focused on the EU accession process, the role of civil society and the importance of
maintaining momentum in North Macedonia’s integration path. President Ropke met also with the
Enlargement Candidate Members (ECMs) from North Macedonia in a town hall meeting.

The EESC supporting Albania’s EU integration process

On 10 and 11 September, EESC President Oliver Ropke
led a delegation to Albania to participate in the Tirana
Connectivity Forum 2024 and engage in high-level
meetings with Albanian stakeholders, from Prime
Minister Edi Rama to Albania’s chief negotiator
Majlinda Dhuka. He also met with social partners and
civil society organisations, namely those participating
in the EESC's Enlargement Candidate Members
initiative.

On 19 September, President Ropke and Prime Minister Rama met again, this time at the European
Parliament, where they held a joint press point to reaffirm their commitment to strengthening
cooperation between Albania and the EU. They also expressed their determination to complete the
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establishment of the EU-Albania Joint Consultative Committee (JCC), which is expected to play a key
role in ensuring civil society’s involvement in the EU accession negotiations. Its inaugural meeting is
expected to take place in the first months of 2025.

EU and Montenegrin civil society welcomed progress towards accession

On 27 November, the EU-Montenegro lJoint
Consultative Committee (JCC) held its 19nd meeting in
Brussels to discuss bilateral relations, with topics such as
the 2024 Enlargement Package and Montenegro Report,
an overview of the developments within the Berlin
process, the Reform Agenda for Montenegro, the
implementation of the New growth plan for the Western
Balkans and the Montenegrin roadmap for fulfilment of
the negotiation chapters’ closing benchmarks after the
IBAR gave an overview of the civil society situation in the
country including social dialogue. In their joint declaration, JCC members expressed satisfaction
concerning the statement by new Commissioner for Enlargement Marta Kos that Montenegro could
close the remaining negotiations chapters by the end of 2026, and therefore become the 28th EU
member state by 2028. They stressed that the country needs political maturity, consensus and cross-
party and broader social dialogue on matters of national interest such as EU-related reforms, and
should avoid the political tension and polarisation that have delayed progress in the past. In this
context, JCC members welcomed the recent political platform Barometar 26 and asked to include
organised civil society in it. The meeting, which was inaugurated by EESC President Oliver R6pke and
Montenegro’s Minister for European Affairs Maida Gocevi¢, was widely reported in the Montenegrin
media.

Meeting with Turkish civil society in Cappadocia

On 10-11 October, the EU-Turkiye Joint Consultative Committee held its 42nd meeting in Nevsehir,
Cappadocia. The meeting was meaningful and balanced: social issues, migration, entrepreneurship of
disabled people, civil protection, digital skills and agriculture were on the agenda. Ambassador Thomas
Ossowski, who only a few weeks earlier had started in his position as the Head of the EU Delegation in
Turkiye, participated in the opening session. This time, the joint declaration was already adopted at
the end of the meeting, which has not always been possible in previous meetings. Still, there were
challenges in finding a common ground on some complex issues, in particular on minimum wages and
the Cyprus question. In the end, close negotiations yielded results and the Co-chairs Mr Veselin Mitov
and Mr Rifat Hisarciklioglu were able to announce the adoption of the joint declaration. The next
meeting of the JCC is planned to be held in Brussels before the end of the current term.




Southern Neighbours
Exploratory mission to Morocco

On 14-15 October, a delegation of three EESC members participated in an exploratory mission to
Morocco, in the margins of the EU-Morocco Joint Advisory Group meeting organised on 16 October.
The mission was held at a critical moment for relations between the EU and Morocco, just days after
the Court of Justice of the EU had confirmed an earlier ruling cancelling the EU-Morocco agreements
on trade in agricultural products and fisheries. On the same day (4 October), the Court of Justice had
ruled that melons and tomatoes harvested in the Western Sahara and imported into the EU must
mention their country of origin and not the name of Morocco.

The mission served to evaluate trade and investment relations between the EU and Morocco and to
reaffirm the excellent collaboration with the Economic, Social and Environmental Council of Morocco.
In line with the European Commission and the EEAS, the participating EESC members were able to
reiterate the high value attached to the strategic partnership with Morocco and to support the
continued strengthening of close relations with Morocco in all areas of the Morocco-EU Partnership.

Africa, Caribbean, Pacific (ACP)
EESC and African Union ECOSOCC present Joint Declaration at the UN Summit of the Future

On 20 September, the EESC and the African Union
Economic, Social and Cultural Council (ECOSOCC)
presented a Joint Declaration at the UN Summit of the
Future in New York, emphasising the crucial role of
civil society in addressing global challenges and
advancing sustainable development. The Joint
Declaration puts an emphasis on accelerating progress
on the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), a fair
transition for climate neutrality, global finance reform
and gender-responsive policies. The EESC and
ECOSOCC also underline that civil society must play a
central role in reforming global governance and the
importance of engaging youth. The partnership between the EESC and the African ECOSOCC aims to
inspire new alliances and initiatives. More info.
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Latin America

On 4-5 November, the EU Domestic Advisory
Group (DAG) met with representatives from the
homologous DAGs of Colombia, Peru and Ecuador
in @ comprehensive virtual meeting. On the first
day, the DAGs animated an online workshop on
Corporative Sustainability Due Diligence, EU
Deforestation Regulation, Single Entry Point, and
the Carbon Border Adjustment Mechanism. On
the second day, the DAGs held a joint meeting to
discuss their role and functioning and to exchange
good practices. A substantial part of the work
revolved around the monitoring of the implementation of the Trade Agreements with the three
Andean countries and the impact they have on trade and sustainable development. The debate
focused on the labour situation in the contracting countries (compliance with fundamental rights,
labour inspection systems and the inclusive and just transition), the relationship between the Trade
Agreement and environmental protection (climate crisis, the energy transition), and supply chain
issues (the relationship between the Trade Agreement and economic development, job creation,
MSMEs, and the balance of challenges and opportunities).

Later, on 28 November, DAGs members took part in the Public Session of the Sub-Committee on Trade
and Sustainable Development, which served as an opportunity to discuss relevant labour and
environmental issues with the representatives of the European Commission and of the Andean
governments. Read more

The EESC President in Rio for the G20 Social Summit

At the G20 Social Summit held on 15-16
November 2024 in Rio de Janeiro, EESC
President Oliver Ropke and Brazilian
President Luiz Indcio Lula da Silva advocated
for urgent reforms in global governance,
expanded social protections, and inclusive
economic policies. Representing European
civil society, Mr Ropke stressed the
importance of updating old governance
systems to address interconnected global
challenges, including climate action, rising
inequality, and digital transformation. He
also identified critical areas where the G20
could drive impactful change, such as promoting social protection policies to secure fair wages,
establish safety nets, and invest in sustainable local economies to combat poverty and prevent forced
migration. Drawing on the EU’s successes with the European Pillar of Social Rights, he proposed using
Europe’s models for workers’ rights protections, social inclusion, and accessible healthcare as
frameworks for G20 countries. He also emphasised the need for equitable representation in global
governance bodies, particularly to amplify the voices of emerging economies and vulnerable regions.
On climate change, he called for a just transition to climate neutrality, focusing on creating green jobs
and sustainable practices while addressing inequality and systemic poverty.
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The Summit concluded with a declaration endorsed by civil society leaders, including Répke, which
was presented to Brazilian President Lula and his cabinet. The declaration, emphasising equity,
inclusion and participatory governance, was handed to South Africa’s Ambassador in anticipation of
their G20 presidency.

North America

Strengthen transatlantic relations with Canada

On 18-22 November, an EESC delegation visited Ottawa and Vancouver as part of a mission to deepen
ties with Canada, one of the EU’s key trade partners and allies in promoting a rules-based international
order. The members of the EESC’s Transatlantic Relations Follow-up Committee engaged with
representatives from government authorities and civil society. All parties expressed a strong desire to
advance mutual goals, enhance cooperation, and solidify partnerships in the future, especially in light
of the results of the recent US elections.

In Ottawa, the delegation met with senior officials from
Global Affairs Canada (GAC). These high-level meetings
provided an overview of Canadian policies and strategic
priorities, and allowed our members to connect with experts
from various sectors, such as Dan Costello, former Canadian
Ambassador to the EU, Claire Citeau, Director of EUCCAN,
and Heather Scoffield, Senior VP of Strategy at the Business
Council. Academic and policy experts, including Patrick
Leblond, an authority on economic governance, and

=3 Wolfgang Alschner, Associate Professor at the University of
Ottawa, shared their insights. Interesting exchanges involved Jennifer Irish and Gerry Normand from
the Information Integrity Lab, and Elizabeth Kwan representing the Canadian Labour Congress. Her
Excellency Geneviéve Tuts, Head of the EU Delegation in Canada, also hosted the EESC delegation,

underscoring the importance of ongoing collaboration between the EU and Canada on shared
priorities.

In Vancouver, EESC members engaged with stakeholders
from academia, industry and civil society. The visit showcased
Vancouver’s vibrant ecosystem of innovation, research, and
policy engagement. With the British Columbia Labour
Relations Board, discussions centred on labour policies and
collaborative opportunities. During the visit to the campus of
the Simon Fraser University, the delegation exchanged with
experts and professors on research on communication
networks and data analysis, and learnt about advancements
in data science and its applications in addressing societal
issues. The visit continued with the EU Chamber of Commerce Canada, where Celso Boscariol,
President, and Alex Martyniak, Executive Director, emphasised the importance of fostering business
ties between the EU and British Columbia.

The delegation also met with representatives from TECK Resources, one of the top Canadian mining
and resource companies with high labour and environmental standards. They also met with Kasari
Govender, BC's Commissioner for Human Rights, focusing on human rights advocacy and social justice.
Conversations with Niels Veldhuis, President of the influential Fraser Institute, provided valuable
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insights into economic policy and governance. The Vancouver visit underscored the EESC's
commitment to strengthening EU-Canada relations through collaboration, knowledge-sharing, and a
joint commitment to tackling global challenges.

United Kingdom

EU and UK: a new climate

On 19-20 September, the Domestic Advisory
Groups (DAGs) set up under the EU-UK Trade and
Cooperation Agreement and tasked with advising
on its implementation, held their third joint
meeting at the EESC premises. The UK and EU DAGs
discussed areas for future collaboration in view of
the upcoming EU-UK TCA review, scheduled for
2026, and agreed on a Joint Statement expressing
their shared position over key issues like EU-UK
regulatory cooperation, mobility challenges and
border management, and greater collaboration on energy and climate. The second day was dedicated
to the third Civil Society Forum (CSF) organised by the European Commission at EESC HQ. Open to civil
society organisations representing business and employers, trade unions and other workers’
representatives, NGOs and academics, this year’s edition of the CSF discussed trade in goods,
regulatory cooperation and the level playing field, energy and climate change, and trade in services.

On 5 November, a delegation of the Scottish
Advisory Forum on Europe (SAFE) led by the Chair,
Irene Oldfather, visited the EESC. The visit marked
the first anniversary of the signature of the
Memorandum of Understanding between SAFE and
the EESC, which identifies areas for cooperation and
mutual support, including youth mobility, climate
change and renewable energy, trade and the post-
Brexit impact on living standards and the availability
of public services. The SAFE delegation took part in a
roundtable with EESC members from both the EU-UK Follow-up Committee and the EU Domestic
Advisory Group (DAG) under the TCA. EESC President Oliver Répke intervened at the roundtable,
expressing the Committee’s desire to build on the MoU to further strengthen the relationship, and to
explore future opportunities for collaboration. The parties welcomed the perspective of a bilateral
summit in 2025.

After last year’s success, the EU Delegation to the
UK organised the EU-UK Youth Dialogue on
November 6-7 at the London School of Economics
and Political Science. This event was organised with
the support of the EESC, the European Parliament
Liaison Office, the British Council’s Stronger
Together project, LSE European student society, and
a number of youth and civil society organisations
from the UK, with the objective of facilitating a
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meaningful policy dialogue with youth in the UK and of hearing participants’ views on how to maintain
strong connections between youth in the UK and youth in the EU. The EESC was represented in the
discussions by Cillian Lohan, Chair of the EU-UK Follow-up Committee and rapporteur of the EESC
opinion on EU-UK Youth Engagement, Tanja Buzek, Vice-Chair of the EU DAG under the TCA and
member of the EU-UK Follow-up Committee, and Pierre Bollon, Vice-Chair of the EU-UK Follow-up
Committee and member of the EESC Youth Group.

. On 11 November, Jack O’Connor, Vice-Chair of the
EMPOWERING EU-UK Follow-up Committee, during the Common
W Ground EU Citizens’ Conference in London, shared

e ’ his views on how the new EU-UK relationship is
P unfolding. The Conference created the space for

civic society to explore what the political reset in the

EU-UK relations means and how to strengthen

cooperation. The EESC views this reset as a chance

to re-engage on critical matters concerning citizens’

- : rights, and advocates for tangible actions and policy
changes that directly benefit EU citizens re5|d|ng in the UK. On 12 November, the EESC, again
represented by Mr O'Connor, participated in the third edition of the EU Citizens Gathering organised
by the EU Delegation in London, an event to discuss the contribution of EU citizens to British society
and to dive into the people-to people contacts and local initiatives.

The EESC believes that the structured engagement
between the EU and the UK devolved nations is of
paramount importance to strengthen youth civil
society dialogue and cooperation. A small task force
with colleagues from REX, NAT and Youth Group
organised a roundtable on 20 November, in
cooperation with the Welsh Government Brussels
Office. This initiative, centred around youth and
sustainability and with the participation of Welsh
young/future leaders and EESC members, is the
result of common efforts to better integrate young Europeans in the decision-making process,
especially considering that post-Brexit changes have had a disproportionately significant impact on
young people from both sides of the Channel. The discussions focused on sharing best practices,
including the EU establishment of a Commissioner for Intergenerational Fairness and the experience
that Wales had since the introduction of the Well-being of Future Generations Act and the creation of
the Future Generations Commissioner in 2015.
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Trade

On 10-13 September, the World Trade Organization (WTO)
held its annual Public Forum in Geneva. 4400 participants
convened from all over the world to discuss the theme of
the forum, ‘Better Trade for a Better World’, focusing on
how re-globalization can help make trade more inclusive
and ensure that its benefits reach more people. Like every
year, the EESC was present with a delegation, including REX
Section President Dimitris Dimitriadis. The EESC delegation
met representatives of important multilateral institutions
like the International Monetary Fund (IMF), the World Bank
(WB) and the International Labour Organisation (ILO), and
bilateral meetings were held with the EU Ambassador to the UN, Lotte Knudsen, and Greek
Ambassador Alexandros Papaioannou. During these meetings, the EESC delegation discussed several
topics of common interest and explored future collaborations. This mission provided important inputs
that were useful for the EESC Civil Society Forum on Trade and Sustainable Development of 5
December.

On 5 December, the EESC hosted the 3rd Civil Society
2024 TSD Forum: . .
Forum on Trade and Sustainable Development with the
‘New mandate, new . . .
challenge - reaffirming title: ‘New mandate, new challenge — reaffirming TSD
T5D amid economic amid economic security ambitions’. With economic
security ambitions . . i o
security now firmly established as a top priority for the EU
T pEm—— and other major global actors, this edition focused on how
5 December 2024 | Room JDE62 | 13:45-17:30 i to reshape it within a sustainable framework. At the dawn
PR ZEEh o of a new EU Commission, the Forum came at the right
time to influence policy direction and ensure that TSD remains a cornerstone of EU policy-making, and
not just in trade. Civil society representatives from the EU and beyond were joined by high-level
speakers from the EU and multilateral institutions. Together, they reviewed our current achievements
in terms of labour and environmental standards, and discussed the different aspects of the challenge
ahead — from digital innovation to increasingly regulated supply chains.

Opinions in the spotlight
REX/591 — Paving the way to EU accession for the Western Balkans (adopted on 18/09/2024)

This opinion was requested by the Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the EU. The EESC underlines
the benefits of the future enlargement to the region from a holistic point of view and showcases some
of the recent innovative initiatives and activities with the region, such as the Enlargement Candidate
Members (ECMs) Initiative and the work of civil society joint consultative committees (JCCs). The EESC
calls for a credible and merit-based accession process, which would strengthen the EU both politically
and socio-economically. In the implementation of the growth plan and reform agendas, the input from
the social partners and civil society organisations should be sought in a timely manner and duly
considered.
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REX/586 — Deforestation of the Amazon rainforest — impact on climate change and the global
environment; consequences for companies, workers and population (adopted on 18/09/2024)

In this opinion, the EESC emphasises the urgent need for comprehensive measures to combat Amazon
deforestation, targeting both supply and demand for high-risk commodities through trade and
production governance. It advocates for robust systems of monitoring, traceability and transparency
while supporting a balanced EU-Mercosur agreement that fosters trade, secures environmental and
labour protections, and promotes sustainable development through regional integration and reduced
trade uncertainty. The EESC highlights the importance of EU climate diplomacy in raising global climate
ambitions, addressing climate change as both an environmental and social issue. It calls for solutions
that tackle interconnected challenges like poverty, inequality and biodiversity loss. As a bridge
between European institutions and Latin American civil society, the EESC seeks to facilitate dialogue,
build trust, and demonstrate that sustainable resource use can lead to greater shared prosperity.

Current opinions and information reports

REX/594 - Competitiveness and economic security — how should EU trade policy contribute to the
objectives of the Draghi report?

REX/592 - Developing Europe’s strategy for the Arctic, 2024-29, in dialogue with civil society

REX/589 - The situation of the civil society organisations in the ASEAN countries

REX/588 - EU-India Strategic Partnership

REX/587 - Action Plan for enhancing cooperation between civil society organisations in the European
Union and Kazakhstan, in the framework of the implementation of the New Strategy on Central Asia
and of the Global Gateway

REX/583 - Youth Involvement in social and civil dialogue in the Mediterranean region

Opinions adopted by the Plenary Session of 4-5 December

REX/593 - Decision on the interpretation and application of the Energy Charter Treaty

REX/585 - Water politics: Empowering youth, women, and indigenous and local communities (own-
initiative opinion)

REX/584 - Democracy in Africa — current situation and future perspectives. What role for the EESC?
(own-initiative opinion)

Follow REX on X

Follow the hot topics addressed by the EESC’s External Relations Section: comment, like
and retweet us at https://twitter.com/EESC REX.

Want to subscribe?

If this newsletter was not sent to you directly, but via another party, you can subscribe to it here.
Previous issues of this newsletter

Want to know more about our past activities? Click here.
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