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European Economic and Social Committee

Commission Recommendation on measures to combat counterfeiting 
and enhance the enforcement of intellectual property rights
[C(2024) 1739 final]
___________

591st plenary session

Brussels
23 – 24 October 2024
_____________
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_____________
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_____________


The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 17 - adoption of an opinion on the

Commission Recommendation on measures to combat counterfeiting and enhance the enforcement of intellectual property rights
C(2024) 1739 final.

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for the Single Market, Production and Consumption (president: Ms Sandra Parthie). The rapporteur was Mr Bruno Choix.

The rapporteur presented the opinion.

In the ensuing debate, Mr Marco Wagener raised the following issue:

· counterfeited products can be dangerous, but it should also be noted that their production often takes place under conditions that do not respect labour laws, and it is very positive that the opinion takes this into account.

The Assembly then examined the opinion on the basis of the amendment tabled by Mr Wauthier Robyns and the rapporteur (EESC-2024-01676-01-00-AMP-TRA) 

a)	Point 1.2 (Amendment 1)

Amend as follows:

	Section opinion
	Amendment

	Increase the amount of the damages and compensation granted in counterfeit cases. The EESC believes that more can still be done to support SMEs by increasing the amount of the damages and compensation granted in counterfeit cases. It should be recommended that Member States (that do not currently do so) recognise punitive damages and interest in their national legislation.
	Step up dissuasion through a combination of greater use of civil damages and administrative and criminal penalties. The EESC believes that more can still be done to support SMEs in particular by ensuring that the amount of the damages and compensation granted in counterfeit cases fully covers the past, present and future damage caused, on the one hand, and by ensuring that these administrative and criminal penalties constitute enough of a deterrent, on the other.



The amendment was accepted by the rapporteur and the Assembly.

The opinion was adopted unanimously. 
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