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Towards a circular economy in harmony with 

nature 

The circular economy offers a frame for 

transformative change towards the sustainable 

use of natural resources and respect of planetary 

boundaries. However, despite their 
environmental and socio-economic benefits, 

circular approaches are not sufficiently 

embedded in the implementation of the Global 

Biodiversity Framework. 

Where: Live from Cali, Colombia | EU Pavilion (European Union side events) 

Host: European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform (ECESP)  

Partners: European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), International Union for Conservation 

of Nature (IUCN), Ellen MacArthur Foundation (EMF) 

 

** 

Scope and Objectives 

This side event, organised in the context of the Leadership Group on Biodiversity & Climate of the 

European Circular Economy Stakeholder Platform, will explore the opportunities and foreseen benefits 

for using circular economy as a tool to mainstream biodiversity in economic sectors. 

The event will: 

• highlight and discuss insights from key publications on the nexus between biodiversity, climate 

and circular economy.  

• present good practices from the EU and beyond, showcasing how the circular economy can 

contribute – and is already contributing – to biodiversity goals.  

Such good practices will also demonstrate that greater policy coherence, at international and national 
level, is essential to bring about transformative change, highlighting the important role played by the 

Global Biodiversity Framework (GBF), and in particular targets 10 and 15 which call for more 

sustainable production and business conduct.  

Background 

As shown in recent assessments, 6 out of the 9 planetary boundaries have been transgressed, 

demonstrating that our economy is unsustainable for future generations. While the triple planetary crisis 

(climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution) have exposed the fragility of our economic system, 
they also present an opportunity for transformative change towards a wellbeing and circular economy 

and a new narrative for people and the planet.  

This is where the circular economy concept comes into play, as it enables economic activity within 

ecosystem limits. For example, the circular economy provides an effective blueprint for sustainable food 

systems, with transitioning to regenerative agriculture systems estimated to contribute USD 1.2 trillion 
to the global economy by 2030. However, despite  their environmental and socio-economic benefits and 

their contribution to global, EU and national biodiversity objectives, circular approaches are not 



sufficiently embedded in the implementation of the Kunming-Montreal Global Biodiversity Framework 

(GBF) and the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs).  

Speakers 

• Alberto ARROYO SCHNELL, Head of Programme and Policy, International Union for 

Conservation of Nature (IUCN) 

• Arnaud SCHWARTZ, Member of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 

• Marianne KETTUNEN, Policy and Institutions Operations Lead, Ellen MacArthur 

Foundation (EMF) 

• Josip PERVAN, Senior Manager, Policy Advocacy & Member Mobilization, World Business 
Council for Sustainable Development (WBCSD) 

• Hugo SHALLY, Lead negotiator for COP16, DG ENV, European Commission 

• CBD secretariat (tbc)  

 

Time Agenda item 

10 min Opening and welcoming remarks 
• Alberto Arroyo Schnell, IUCN 

50 min Panel discussion: Good practices in action and policies to support them  
• Arnaud Schwartz, EESC 

• Marianne Kettunen, EMF 
• Josip Pervan, WBCSD 

• Hugo Shally, European Commission DG ENV 

• CBD secretariat (tbc) 

20 min Q&A session 

10 min Wrap up and closing remarks 
• Alberto Arroyo Schnell, IUCN 

 


