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Scope and objectives

Nature-based solutions provide ecosystem services while reducing greenhouse gas emissions and
respecting the rights and culture of the people concerned, such as local communities and indigenous
people.

This side event will explore and promote nature-based solutions which simultaneously address climate
change and biodiversity loss, such as protecting natural habitats, restoring ecosystems, forests and
wetlands, sustainable land management and sustainable agriculture practices

Key elements will include:

nature-based solutions;

cooperation between scientists, policymakers and stakeholders;

appropriate impact assessments and monitoring mechanisms;

public awareness and multi-stakeholders' governance at all levels, including the systematic,
deliberative, early and consistent participation of local communities and civil society
organisations in the drafting, implementation and monitoring processes of new and existing
policies.

Context

In the context of the current triple planetary crisis (climate change, biodiversity loss and pollution), it is
becoming increasingly urgent to rethink our relationship with nature and to protect, and where necessary
restore, the natural ecosystems on which human beings and the majority of their economic activities
depend.

Climate change is one of the main drivers of biodiversity-loss and most policies to counter climate
change are also beneficial for biodiversity. However, some technological and digital solutions for
climate could harm biodiversity and the environment (e.g. Al, nuclear energy, carbon capture and
sequestration, etc.). Therefore, there is an urgent need to mainstream biodiversity in the climate agenda,
increase synergies between UN CBD and UNFCCC processes and ensure that the investments mobilised
to achieve the objectives of the Paris Agreement are not spent on solutions that are harmful to
biodiversity and the environment.



Speakers

Arnaud SCHWARTZ, Member of the European Economic and Social Committee (EESC)
Alberto ARROYO SCHNELL, Head of Programme and Policy, International Union for
Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

Roby BIWER, Member of the Bettembourg city council (Luxembourg), and of the European
Committee of the Regions (CoR)

Daniela RI1ZZI, Senior NbS Expert, Local Governments for Sustainability (ICLEI)
Veronica RUIZ, Programme Manager, Climate and Disasters Resilience, International Union
for Conservation of Nature (IUCN)

Abi GARDNER, Global Youth Biodiversity Network (GYBN)

Humberto DELGADO ROSA, Director for biodiversity, DG ENV, European Commission

Time Agenda item

10 min | Opening and welcoming remarks
e Arnaud Schwartz, EESC - Tackling the triple planetary crisis together
e Alberto Arroyo Schnell, IUCN - NbS for climate action

35 min | Implementation into practice

e Roby Biwer, CoR - The role of local authorities and communities
e DanielaRizzi, ICLEI - Good practices in action

e Veronica Ruiz, IUCN - Partnering for climate through nature

e Abi Gardner, GYBN - The role of young people

10 min | Key respondents
e Humberto Delgado Rosa, European Commission

10 min | Q&A session

5min | Wrap up and closing remarks
e Alberto Arroyo Schnell, IUCN




