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RECORD OF THE PROCEEDINGS

European Economic and Social Committee

A just transition to ensure a sustainable future for EU agri-food systems
(own-initiative opinion)

_____________

590th plenary session
held in Brussels
on 18 and 19 September 2024
_____________

Meeting of 19 September
_____________

Agenda item 27
_____________

The president moved that the Committee turn to agenda item 27 and the vote on the opinion on

A just transition to ensure a sustainable future for EU agri-food systems
(own-initiative opinion).

The preliminary work had been carried out by the Section for Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment (president: Mr Peter SCHMIDT). The rapporteur was Ms Kerli ATS and the co-rapporteur was Mr Florian MARIN.

The rapporteur presented the opinion and highlighted that there are a number of challenges that the food producers are facing. The multi-crisis exposed the weaknesses of the system, that are affecting the entire food supply chain. The value created in the supply chain is not distributed fairly,  farmers bear the most burden, while at the same time they are in the weakest position.
The system needs to be balanced and policies should support a competitive food production, in line with climate needs. Subsidies and principles of distribution impact the situation. Same principles should apply to food systems. The opinion provides concrete recommendations, to reach sustainable food systems.

The co-rapporteur highlighted that we need a Just Transition policy, addressing aspects in a holistic approach. The principles of distributive justice, human rights, leaving no-one behind should be applied, among others. Collective bargaining and reform of the social conditionality mechanisms is needed. The common agricultural policy (CAP) was not built for justice, it is rather consolidating the current system. Ethical distribution of power does not only apply to workers but also to businesses.
We cannot negotiate with climate. Food workers should not be forgotten. They are working and living in improper conditions; farmers are the backbone of rural society. By helping them we help rural communities as well. A Just Transition package of agri-food systems is relevant and is needed, we should not stay silent to injustice.

In the ensuing debate, the following members took the floor: Ms Piroska Kállay and Mr Marc Decoster. The members raised the following issues:

Ms Piroska KÁLLAY:
· Fairness is a philosophical concept, members of society need to be heard, their opinions on food systems need to be heard;
· Fairness, food availability and nutrition are public goods;
· The opinion describes the route to a fair transition – for this cooperation of the state and civil society is needed;
· Nobody should decide about us without us.

Mr Marc DECOSTER:
· Maintain the support for farmers to the maximum, as it is very important to think on what we will eat tomorrow.

Vote on the opinion as a whole

The opinion was put to vote and adopted by the Assembly by 136 votes in favour, no votes against and 9 abstentions.
_____________
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