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The European Economic and Social Committee held its 589th plenary session in Brussels on 10 and 11 July 2024. Oliver Röpke, President of the EESC, and Aurel Laurențiu Plosceanu, Vice-President of the EESC, chaired the session.

Meeting times

	Wednesday 10 July 2024
	14:30 - 18:28 

	Thursday 11 July 2024
	9:30 - 12:24 



1) PRESENCE OF A QUORUM

The President of the EESC opened the session and announced that the quorum had been reached.

The President announced that, on 13 and 25 June 2024, the Council of the European Union had appointed:

Marjolein Quist (NL–III) to replace Ody Neisingh,
Claudine Otto (LU–I) to replace Christelle Chatelain

The President announced that the following member had sent a letter of resignation:

Giovanni Sabatini (IT–I), who had been a member since 18 December 2017. He was a member of the following sections:

· Economic and Monetary Union and Economic and Social Cohesion (ECO)
· Single Market, Production and Consumption (INT)

Mr Sabatini would remain a member of the EESC until his replacement was appointed.

2) ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA

The agenda was adopted.

3) APPROVAL OF THE MINUTES OF THE 588th PLENARY SESSION, HELD ON 30 AND 31 MAY 2024

The minutes of the 588th plenary session were approved.

4) STATEMENT BY THE EESC PRESIDENT

The EESC President, Oliver Röpke, started by reminding those present that a dedicated debate would take place in the afternoon of the first day of the plenary session. The President of the European Parliament, Roberta Metsola, the leaders of the major European political parties, and representatives from the EESC’s European Candidate Members initiative from Ukraine, Moldova, and Serbia would share their views with the EESC members. Mr Röpke also announced that a reception would take place at the European Parliament in the afternoon immediately after the session, providing an initial opportunity for attendees to get to know each other better with a view to promoting fruitful cooperation in the years to come. 

The EESC President then went on to express his wish that the excellent cooperation with the Parliament seen under the previous mandate would continue under the renewed leadership of Ms Metsola. The EESC had achieved outstanding results through the memorandum of understanding on the elections: 104 individual members had participated in 122 local outreach activities across 20 Member States, directly engaging around 350 000 people, with many more having been reached via social media. The new cooperation agreement between the Committee and the European Parliament demonstrated the increasing collaboration at both political and administrative level, sending a clear signal that the two institutions wanted Europeans to actively participate in EU decision-making. 

Mr Röpke then discussed the results of the European elections. He welcomed the appointment of António Costa as President of the European Council, Ursula von der Leyen’s nomination as President of the European Commission, and that of Kaja Kallas as the next High Representative of the Union for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy.

The EESC President also informed the members about the main recent events: 

· 21-24 June, mission to Portugal – meeting with António Costa, where an agreement had been taken to continue the longstanding and fruitful cooperation established since the Porto Social Summit and the successful Portuguese Presidency. Mr Röpke had also met some representatives of the Portuguese government. 

· 13 June, inaugural forum of the ILO Global Coalition for Social Justice, where Mr Röpke had spoken about the EESC’s role as representative of civil society when it came to safeguarding social justice and about the EESC’s current work on fair supply chains, women’s rights and artificial intelligence. The event had also provided an opportunity to meet Commissioner Schmit, as well as several labour ministers from EU Member States and candidate countries.

· 17-18 June, EUROMED summit in Malta – Mr Röpke said that this year’s summit had focused on youth involvement in social and civil dialogue in the Euro-Mediterranean region, on climate change and water politics, and on migration and skills. After a successful and innovative pre-summit focusing on young people, organised by Thomas Wagnsonner, together with Dimitris Dimitriadis, the EESC President had had a meeting with Dr Ian Borg, the Maltese Minister for Foreign, Trade and European Affairs. They had discussed issues of common interest concerning geopolitics and water. Mr Röpke had also had meetings with the Israeli and Palestinian delegations, as well as with the Maltese Minister for the Environment, Miriam Dalli.

· 19-20 June, annual meeting of presidents and secretaries-general of the national economic and social councils and the EESC – the EESC President had, together with two Belgian counterparts, discussed civil society’s role in the green, digital and demographic transitions.

· 26 June, the 4th EESC conference on energy affordability – Mr Röpke explained that this conference had provided an opportunity to take stock of the implementation of the National Energy and Climate Plans (NECPs) aimed at addressing energy poverty, with a view to identifying structural measures to improve energy affordability, in particular for vulnerable citizens, households and SMEs, as well to ensuring the inclusivity of these measures (disability, gender, age).

· 26 June, meeting of the Liaison Group, which had been co-chaired by Mr Röpke. The President announced that the Liaison Group would celebrate its 20-year anniversary in 2024. An important event would be held in December together with civil society organisations and members of the European Parliament. 

· 28 June, summit on the green transition, Bulgaria, where Mr Röpke had spoken about social aspects of the green transition, stressing that more investment in the right skills was needed to make the transition a success and highlighting the need for a comprehensive just transition framework and an EU directive. Mr Röpke mentioned his meeting with Rumen Radev, the President of Bulgaria, to speak about the European elections and the role of the EU in the current geopolitical context. 

The EESC President also informed the assembly about recent bilateral meetings: 

· 12 June, meeting with Khalid Boudali, President of the African Union ECOSOCC – an agreement had been reached on the signing of the memorandum of understanding between the two institutions during a high-level mission to Ghana from 16-20 June. 

· 17 June, bilateral meeting with Commissioner Ivanova, at which the Commissioner and Mr Röpke had discussed common youth-related priorities. Following the publication of the Commission’s Communication on the European Year of Youth, the EESC had sent a letter identifying many ways in which the EESC and the Commission could cooperate. Mr Röpke had presented the EESC’s main youth engagement activities, especially the experience with the EESC’s Youth Test. 

· 2 July, bilateral meeting with Mario Nava, new director-general of DG EMPL – Mr Röpke and Mr Nava had agreed that the EESC continued to be a key partner for DG EMPL.

Finally, Mr Röpke concluded by talking about a number of receptions he had participated in, including one to mark the Statehood Day of Montenegro on 26 June, where he had been received by the Prime Minister of Montenegro, Milojko Spajić, as well as by the latter’s foreign affairs minister, Filip Ivanović, and his European affairs ministers, Maida Gorčević, to discuss the upcoming EU-Montenegro JCC as well as the Western Balkans Civil Society Forum in Montenegro in early 2025.



5) CATEGORY C OPINION

Under Rule 47(3), the president asked the assembly to vote on the category C opinion on the agenda.

NAT/936
General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean
(category C opinion)
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council amending Regulation (EU) No 2023/2124 of the European Parliament and of the Council of 4 October 2023 on certain provisions for fishing in the GFCM (General Fisheries Commission for the Mediterranean) Agreement area
COM(2024) 183 final – 2024/0098 COD
EESC-2024-02260-00-00-PAC-TRA

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	196
	0
	0



6) COMMITTEE OPINIONS WITHOUT DEBATE

According to Rule 67 of the Rules of Procedure, the President asked the assembly to vote on six opinions put straight to the vote, without a debate. All opinions were adopted.

CCMI/226
EU biotech and biomanufacturing initiative
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions Building the future with nature: Boosting Biotechnology and Biomanufacturing in the EU
COM(2024) 137 final
EESC-2024-00997-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Florian MARIN (RO-II)
Co-rapporteur: Antonello PEZZINI (IT-cat.1)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	200
	0
	2



CCMI/229
Low-carbon and renewable fuels: building the capacity of European industry to decarbonise the aviation and maritime sectors in a spirit of European autonomy
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-00735-00-01-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Anastasis YIAPANIS (CY-III)
Co-rapporteur: Franck UHLIG (FR-cat.2)


	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	198
	0
	4



ECO/641
Taxation Framework for Social Economy Entities
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-00699-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Giuseppe GUERINI (IT-III)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	199
	0
	4



SOC/804
Combatting child sexual abuse
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on combating the sexual abuse and sexual exploitation of children and child sexual abuse material and replacing Council Framework Decision 2004/68/JHA (recast)
COM(2024) 60 final – 2024/0035 COD
EESC-2024-00873-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Christian BÄUMLER (DE-II

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	204
	0
	1



SOC/787
Anti-smuggling package
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on enhancing police cooperation in relation to the prevention, detection and investigation of migrant smuggling and trafficking in human beings, and on enhancing Europol’s support to preventing and combating such crimes and amending Regulation (EU) 2016/794
COM(2023) 754 final – 2023/0438 COD
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council laying down minimum rules to prevent and counter the facilitation of unauthorised entry, transit and stay in the Union, and replacing Council Directive 2002/90/EC and Council Framework Decision 2002/946 JHA
COM(2023) 755 final – 2023/0439 COD
EESC-2024-00141-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Florin BERCEA (RO-II

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	197
	2
	0



INT/1062
Enhancing research security
Proposal for a Council recommendation on enhancing research security
COM(2024) 26 final – 2024/0012 NLE
EESC-2024-00827-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Stefano PALMIERI (IT-II)

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	210
	0
	3



DEBATE

7) Presentation of the priorities of the Hungarian Presidency of the Council of the European Union, with János Bóka, Minister of European Union Affairs of Hungary

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix I - EESC-2024-02113-01-00-PV-TRA.

OPINIONS WITH DEBATE

8) SOC/761
Caregivers
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-00018-00-01-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Pietro Vittorio BARBIERI (IT-III)

The President invited the rapporteur, Pietro Vittorio Barbieri, to present the opinion.

Mr Barbieri’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-00018-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	186
	1
	3



9) NAT/924
How to ensure the social, environmental and economic sustainability of the EU agri-food sector with future enlargement?
(exploratory opinion at the request of the European Commission)
EESC-2024-01019-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Stoyan TCHOUKANOV (BG-III)

The Vice president Plosceanu invited the rapporteur Stoyan Tchoukanov to present the opinion.

Mr Tchoukanov’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-01019-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	198
	1
	1



DEBATE

10) State of democracy in Europe with Roberta Metsola, President of the European Parliament, Željana Zovko, Vice-Chair of the EPP Group, Ana Catarina Mendes, Vice-president of the S&D Group, Dan Barna, Vice-Chair of the RENEW Group, Kira-Marie Peter-Hansen, Vice-Chair of the GREENS/EFA Group, Martin Schirdewan, Co-Chair of the LEFT Group, as well as Members of the European Parliament: Dennis Radtke, Cecilia Strada, Reinhold Lopatka, Evin Incir, Sandro Gozi, Tilly Metz and others, moderated by Eddy Wax, politics reporter from Politico

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix II - EESC-2024-02113-02-00-PV-TRA.

Adjournment


Thursday 11 July 2024

Resumption

OPINION WITH DEBATE

11) TEN/838
Energy digitalisation: balancing opportunities and risks for European consumers
(own-initiative opinion)
EESC-2024-01212-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Kęstutis KUPŠYS (LT-III)

The Vice president Plosceanu invited the rapporteur to present the opinion. Due to the planned absence of the rapporteur Kupšys, the opinion was presented by Zsolt Kükedi, member of the study group.

Mr Kükedi's statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-01212-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	187
	2
	1



DEBATE

12) Traineeship directive and reinforced quality framework for traineeships, linked to the adoption of the opinion SOC/805 on the Traineeship directive and a reinforced quality framework for traineeships with Nicolas Schmit, European Commissioner for Jobs and Social Rights, Maxime Cerutti, Director of Social Affairs at Business Europe, Tea Jarc, Confederal Secretary of the European Trade Union Confederation (ETUC) and Rareș Voicu, President of the European Youth Forum

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix III - EESC-2024-02113-03-00-PV-TRA.

13) SOC/805
Traineeship Directive and a Reinforced Quality Framework for Traineeships
Proposal for a Directive of the European Parliament and of the Council on improving and enforcing working conditions of trainees and combating regular employment relationships disguised as traineeships (‘Traineeships Directive’)
COM(2024) 132 final – 2024/0068 COD
Proposal for a Council recommendation on a reinforced Quality Framework for Traineeships
COM(2024) 133 final – 2024/0069 NLE
EESC-2024-01418-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Nicoletta MERLO (IT-II

The opinion was discussed during the preceding debate, during which the rapporteur, Nicoletta Merlo, presented the opinion.

Ms Merlo’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-01418-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	186
	6
	31



OPINIONS WITH DEBATE

14) REX/590
Screening of foreign investments in the Union
Proposal for a Regulation of the European Parliament and of the Council on the screening of foreign investments in the Union and repealing Regulation (EU) 2019/452 of the European Parliament and of the Council
COM(2024) 23 final – 2024/0017 COD
EESC-2024-01434-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Javier DOZ ORRIT (ES-II)

The President invited the rapporteur, Javier Doz Orrit, to present the opinion.

Mr Doz Orrit’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-01434-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	177
	0
	2



15) CCMI/227
Advanced materials for industrial leadership
Communication from the Commission to the European Parliament, the Council, the European Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions Advanced Materials for Industrial Leadership
COM(2024) 98 final
EESC-2024-01425-00-00-AS-TRA
Rapporteur: Anastasis YIAPANIS (CY-III)
Co-rapporteur: Gerardo Luis ARROYO HERRANZ (ES-cat.1)

The President invited the rapporteur, Anastasis Yiapanis, and the co-rapporteur, Gerardo Luis Arroyo Herranz, to present the opinion.

Mr Yiapanis’s and Mr Arroyo Herranz’s statements and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-01425-00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	172
	0
	3




DEBATE

16) Resolution of the European Economic and Social Committee No one should be left behind! For an inclusive and participatory cohesion policy in support of social, economic and territorial cohesion

A summary of the debate is set out in Appendix IV - EESC-2024-02113-04-00-PV-TRA.

17) ECO/650
Resolution No one should be left behind! For an inclusive and participatory cohesion policy in support of social, economic and territorial cohesion
EESC-2024-02528-00-02-PRES-TRA
Rapporteurs: Ioannis VARDAKASTANIS (EL-III)

The resolution was discussed during the preceding debate, during which the rapporteur, Ioannis Vardakastanis, presented the resolution.

Mr Vardakastanis’s statement and a record of the Committee’s proceedings on this matter are set out in EESC-2024-02528 -00-00-CR-REF.

	Opinion adopted

	Yes
	No
	Abs

	159
	2
	7




18) DECISIONS TAKEN BY THE ASSEMBLY

I. Change in section membership (Rule 23 of the Rules of Procedure)

The assembly approved the following changes in membership:

	MEMBER
	GROUP/
NATIONALITY
	TO LEAVE SECTION
	TO JOIN SECTION

	Marjolein QUIST
	NL–III
	-
	SOC

	Claudine OTTO
	LU–I
	-
	INT–ECO–TEN



II. Committee’s own-initiative opinions (Rule 52 (2) of the Rules of Procedure)

The assembly approved the following requests to prepare own-initiative opinions at the proposal of the Bureau of 9 July 2024:

	Gr. III
	

	1. 
	A Coordinated EU Civil Preparedness and Defence
(A-12) (SOC) (February 2025)

	2. 
	Addressing loneliness: cementing measures for demographic cohesion
(A-12) (SOC) (April 2025)



	REX
	

	3. 
	Developing Europe’s strategy for the Arctic, 2024-29, in dialogue with civil society
(A-12) (January 2025)



	TEN
	

	4. 
	The potential of geothermal energy for the green transition
(A-6) (October 2024)



	INT
	

	
	

	5. 
	How to support social economy entities in line with State aid rules: some reflections following Enrico Letta’s Report
(A-9) (January 2025)



	ECO
	

	6. 
	The reform and investment proposals as part of the 2024-2025 European Semester cycle[footnoteRef:2] [2:  	These files will be treated as a single package, covered by the same study group and the same rapporteur(s).] 

(A-9) (April 2025)



Information report (Rule 49 of the Rules of Procedure)

The assembly approved the following request to prepare an information report. 

	ECO
	

	7. 
	National reform and investment proposals and their implementation (2024-2025 European Semester cycle) 1
(A-9) (April 2025)






19) ANY OTHER BUSINESS

Ms Marijon raised some administrative questions (not related to the plenary session).

20) DATE OF THE NEXT PLENARY SESSION

The next plenary session would be held on 18 and 19 September 2024 in the JAN 4Q2 - Anna Lindh meeting room in the József Antall building of the European Parliament in Brussels. The first part of the session would begin at 14:30 on Wednesday 18 September. Proceedings would resume at 9:00 on Thursday 19 September. Exact timings were to be confirmed.

The assembly approved these dates.



	
	Isabelle Le Galo Flores


	
	Secretary-general


_____________
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