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BUREAU OF THE EUROPEAN MIGRATION FORUM 
Minutes of the meeting of 18/19 June 2024 

 

Present 
Bureau members: 
 Tina Zournatzi, European Commission (EC), DG Migration and Home Affairs 
 Paul Soete, European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), Member 
 Anila Noor, New Women Connectors 
 Anna Coulibaly, International Catholic Migration Commission (ICMC) Europe/ Share Network 
 Rudi Osman, UEE-Union des Étudiants Exilés;  
 Yonous Muhammadi, Greek Forum of Refugees 
 
Staff: 
 Tautvyde Daujotyte, European Commission (EC), DG Migration and Home Affairs 
 Triin Aasmaa Gomes, European Economic and Social Committee (EESC) 
 Gemma Amran, EESC 

 Maria Månsson, EESC 

 Alessandra Muratori, EESC 

 

Due to conflicting meetings of the bureau members, two meetings were held consecutively to ensure 
that all members could participate.   

The purpose of this bureau meeting was to present the logistics of the 9th EMF and confirm the sub-
topics with the bureau and to receive feedback from them.  

Timeline and logistics 

DG HOME presented the timeline and logistics. The EMF is on 28-29 November, the call for expression 
of interest will open in mid-July and close in early September. By the end of September, there will be 
a pre-selection of CSOs with comments from the bureau, and finalising the selection of CSOs will take 
place at the beginning of October. Selected participants will be required to register between mid and 
the end of October. 
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Agenda 

Before the meeting, the bureau were invited to review the proposed sub-topics for EMF. It was agreed 
that the EMF would focus on the pact on migration and asylum, as the pact is now in its 
implementation stage. In particular, the EMF will focus on: the reception conditions; qualification 
regulation; financial planning and support; the solidarity mechanism and integration. The overarching 
themes of the EMF would be about safeguarding the fundamental rights of migrants and refugees, 
and the participation of CSOs in the pact's implementation.  

It is hoped that the EMF could help find concrete solutions to how we can increase the involvement 
of CSOs in its implementation of the pact, and how we can report these solutions to Member States 
to assist them with implementation.   

Organisation of the forum 

It was noted that a participatory approach is key. Therefore, it was agreed to try to enhance the last 
EMF's participatory nature by: 

 having break-out sessions consisting of smaller groups; 
 more participation from MS national and regional authorities, as well as EU agencies; 
 increasing geographical balance and representation of CSOs. 

Feedback from the bureau 

The bureau were supportive on the whole of the agenda, subtopics and the participatory approach. It 
was raised that the less controversial aspects of the pact are proposed, however, it was welcomed 
that safeguarding the fundamental rights of migrants and refugees, as well as the inclusion of CSO 
participation (as CSOs have felt left out in the consultation of the pact) are overarching topics of the 
forum. It was also supported to have a separate workshop or practical seminar on EU financial 
planning and funding support to assist CSOs. 

Another point raised was how to incorporate monitoring and evaluation of the pact and the role CSOs 
can play in this. It was agreed to consider how this aspect could be included in the format of the forum.   

Returning to the issue of funding for CSOs, it was raised as to how involve philanthropic organisations, 
foundations or private donors in the forum, as private funding is also invaluable to support CSOs. 
Although it was acknowledge the importance of many funding streams, the forum would naturally 
focus on EU funding. Nevertheless, the EMF secretariat invite the bureau to send them a list of 
foundations and it is to be seen as to how the forum can involve or invite them.   

The bureau raised that it was really important to have a geographical balance to ensure that there is 
proportionate representation, and to also not exclude the element of intersectionality. 

Finally, promoting and publicising the outcomes of the forum would be key, as this could be a vital 
way to enhance the voice of CSOs in the implementation of the pact. It was suggested that the 
outcomes/recommendations of the forum should be sent to National Parliaments and the European 
Parliament, as well as promoted as much as possible by the bureau.  

Next steps 

By beginning of September, the bureau members are to suggest potential speakers or organisations 
to invite for panels, also any ideas on the format of the forum are welcome. 
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Once the call is published, bureau members are requested to forward the call for interest to their 
networks. 

The next bureau meeting is planning to take place around mid-September, after the secretariat has 
done a pre-selection of the applicants to the call.  

 

_____________ 

 


