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· Business in Europe: Framework for Income Taxation (BEFIT)

	Rapporteur
	Petru Sorin DANDEA (Workers' Group - RO)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 532 final 
COM(2023) 529 final 

	
	EESC-2023-04143-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· praises the Commission's continuous efforts to develop a common corporate tax framework to support the consolidation of the internal market;
· supports the Commission's decision to propose BEFIT through an EU directive, as the current variety of different national rules results in fragmentation and discrepancies, hindering cross-border activities on the internal market due to the high costs that companies incur to comply with multiple legal frameworks;
· notes that, pursuant to Article 48(2) of the BEFIT proposal, Member States will be entitled to add tax base increases, tax deductions or tax incentives to their allocated parts. While the EESC acknowledges the value of allowing Member States room for manoeuvre, such flexibility could come at odds with the Commission objective of reducing the compliance costs weighing on companies;
· concurs with the Commission that the agreement on Pillar Two could contribute towards achieving a shared EU legal framework on corporate taxation. The EESC believes that, in order to actually simplify and reduce costs, BEFIT should be aligned with the OECD's Pillar Two rules;
· recommends that any data processing related to the BEFIT framework be carried out in accordance with the GDPR principle of "data minimisation", limiting the collection of personal information to what is directly relevant and necessary to accomplish the specific purposes of the BEFIT proposal, and only retaining the data for the minimum period necessary to fulfil such purposes;
· underlines the importance of carefully assessing compliance costs and administrative burdens on companies interested in the BEFIT proposal, so that they understand the actual benefits of the new framework for businesses across Europe.

	Contact
	Juri Soosaar

	Tel.
	+32 25469628

	Email
	Juri.Soosaar@eesc.europa.eu





· Facilitating cross-border solutions

	
Rapporteur
	
Athanasios IOANNIDIS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - EL)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 790 final
EESC-2024-00120-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:
· supports the amended proposal for a Regulation presented by the European Commission (EC) on a procedure to resolve legal and administrative obstacles in a cross-border context as an effort to further strengthen the integration process in the context of the European Union’s internal market;
· welcomes the EC’s persistent effort to resubmit an amended proposal for a Regulation to resolve legal and administrative obstacles in a cross-border context by requiring the establishment of cross-border coordination points by the Member States, while allowing them to choose whether or not to implement the accompanying resolution tool or any other tool they might consider;
· considers that the previous relevant effort provided a good learning experience in identifying and correcting the shortcomings of the initial proposal, and draws on this experience in its opinion on the amended proposal for a Regulation;
· believes that the proposed procedure is in principle complementary to the existing support schemes for cross-border activities operating in the Union, and that it creates the conditions for developing a comprehensive framework to address cross-border legal and administrative obstacles;
· welcomes the intention to simplify procedures under the proposed procedure by making the setting up of cross-border coordination points as one-stop-shops a requirement in all Member States;
· considers the provision of the Cross-Border Facilitation Tool an important process. However, its optional use should not reduce the added value it brings to the procedure;
· believes that the creation of a public pan-European register of cross-border files would help in the overall recording of the relevant legal and administrative obstacles, and in the subsequent exchange of views and experiences between the competent authorities to ensure that there are prospects for the resolution of these obstacles. It will be helpful if the EC is considering to draw up an annual report on the obstacles and proposed solutions, based on the data in the register;
· endorses the reasoning set out in the amended proposal for a Regulation for a bottom-up approach to tackling cross-border obstacles, as this enhances citizens’ understanding of the importance of integrating the EU’s internal market;notes the need for the authorities of regions where cross-border activities take place to be involved and express the local political will, in order to mobilise national authorities to trigger the proposed procedure and make use of its potential; points out that in order to highlight the added value of the proposed procedure, it is necessary to create clear incentives for Member States to use it by providing detailed information on the impact of cross-border obstacles and the development benefits to be gained by the regions involved;
· lastly, believes that the importance of setting up and operating the proposed procedure will emerge as a serious political choice at European Union level even more if financial support is foreseen for the national structures (cross-border coordination points). 

	Contact
	Georgios Meleas

	Tel.
	+32 25469795

	Email
	Georgios.Meleas@eesc.europa.eu





· Reform and investment proposals and their implementation in the Member States (2023-2024 European Semester cycle)

	Rapporteurs


	Gonçalo LOBO XAVIER (Employers' Group - PT)
Javier DOZ ORRIT (Workers' Group - ES)
Luca JAHIER (Civil Society Organisations' Group - IT)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-04860-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· affirms that the incorporation of the Country-Specific Recommendations (CSRs) in the Recovery and Resilience Plans (RRPs) has increased the awareness of the CSRs and improved their implementation ratio, although a lot remains to be done to fully achieve the plans;
· underlines that the double lessons learned (in the logic of such RRPs based on performances and of reinforced national ownership) should become a key element for the implementation of the new economic governance rules and the future European Semester;
· stresses that the new flexibility introduced in the economic governance review and the medium-long term perspective of the scheduled national fiscal-structural plans, could be more effective in encouraging needed reforms and investments, and that this would have three conditions: (i) having enough fiscal space at national level – allowing for a sufficient level of investment, including social investment – (ii) a maximum degree of spending of all existing EU funds, and (iii) a more solid process, realising the potential of the planned national ownership;
· believes that strengthening the national ownership by a closer involvement of national parliaments, regional and local authorities, social partners and civil society, needs clearer provisions in EU and national formal proceeding of implementing the new economic governance framework;
· calls for a formal, permanent and structured consultation process in which national governments work closely with authorities at all levels and in partnership with trade unions, employers, CSOs and other responsible bodies throughout the whole cycle of preparation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of the political process;
· calls for clear criteria on what should be included in green and social investments in the years to come, to guide Member States in the formulations of their fiscal-structural plans;
· reiterates its call that, in due course and by 2026 at the latest, the European Commission and co-legislators define new financial instruments needed at EU level to support the financing of strategic common goods, namely the newly announced EU sovereign funds, new own resources, own fiscal (financial) capacity, the next Multiannual Financial Framework, etc, and that in this context, a reinforced role of the EIB in leveraging private investments and improving private-public partnership will be also crucial.

	Contact
	Colombe Grégoire

	Tel.
	+32 25469286

	Email
	Colombe.Gregoire@eesc.europa.eu 


EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND CITIZENSHIP

· Defence of Democracy package

	Rapporteur 
	Christian MOOS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - DE)

	Co-rapporteur
	José Antonio MORENO DÍAZ (Workers' Group - ES)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 630 final
COM(2023) 636 final
COM(2023) 637 final
EESC-2024-00092-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· regrets that the Defence of Democracy package has been proposed much too late to ensure proper implementation before the 2024 European elections, and does not take on board the EESC’s suggestions concerning the European Democracy Action Plan;
· fully supports the objectives of the proposed Directive on interest representation of third countries, but strongly disagrees with the proposed means;
· calls for a comprehensive EU-level approach that does not:
· bear additional costs or risks;
· stigmatise interest representation service providers and shrink civic spaces in the EU;
· reduce the scope of existing transparency registers at national level;
· undermine the credibility of the EU as an international actor.
· but that would:
· clearly define the terms used, especially ‘interest representation activity’;
· provide clear criteria to assess which foreign entities are subject to the legislation;
· cover all subcontractors in the EU;
· close existing loopholes with regard to specific forms of funding.
· (concerning the Recommendation on elections) calls for harmonising the electoral process in all Member States to make it more inclusive and resilient, and fully accessible for all EU citizens with disabilities;
· (concerning the Recommendation on participation) calls for strengthening participative democracy and innovative forms of civic engagement, reforming the European Citizens’ Initiative (ECI), and setting up an EU-level framework for effective participation.

	Contact
	Jean-Marie Rogue

	Tel.
	+32 25468909

	Email
	JeanMarie.Rogue@eesc.europa.eu 






· Evaluation of European Social Fund 2014-2020

	Rapporteurs 
	Krzysztof BALON (Civil Society Organisations' Group - PL)
Cinzia DEL RIO (Workers' Group - IT)
David SVENTEK (Employers' Group - CZ)

	

	References
	Evaluation report
EESC-2023-02717-00-00-RE-TRA



Key points

The EESC:

· agrees that the European Social Fund (ESF) in the period 2014-2020 made a significant contribution to promoting employability, education and training, and to fighting social exclusion; 
· calls for more investment in order to tackle labour market mismatches, especially for women, young people, the long-term unemployed, migrants, and vulnerable groups, such as those with disabilities; 
· considers that resources for public employment services and resources directed at the governance and administrative capacity of the public sector should be increased accordingly;
· emphasises the need for more investment in inclusive, high-quality education and training in order to address skills gaps and underemployment, and to provide fair working conditions for workers, especially in new forms of employment;
· highlights the need to support genuine entrepreneurship and self-employment through access to credit and financial training, while earmarking an adequate share of ESF resources for projects led by smaller organisations;
· suggests that the programmes co-financed by the ESF should be integrated into the European Semester, in order to address Member States' economic and social challenges effectively;
· recommends better coordination among national authorities to prevent duplication between ESF programmes and other European funds;
· advocates for meaningful involvement of the social partners and civil society in decision-making at all stages, and calls for adequate ESF funding in order to enhance their capacity for social and civil dialogue;
· calls for simpler procedures and a less bureaucratic approach, in order to improve access to ESF funding for employment, training, education and poverty-fighting initiatives; 
· believes that transparent communication at all levels must be an integral part of ESF programming.

	Contact
	Bartek Bednarowicz

	Tel.
	+32 25469229

	Email
	Bartek.Bednarowicz@eesc.europa.eu





· Talent Mobility Package

	Rapporteur
Co-rapporteur
	Tatjana BABRAUSKIENĖ (Workers' Group - LT)
Mariya MINCHEVA (Employers' Group - BG)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 715 final
COM(2023) 716 final
COM(2023) 719 final
EESC-2024-00050-00-00-AC-TRA

	
	


Key points

The EESC:
· underlines that is highly important for the EU Talent Pool (TP) to be a practical, reliable, easy to use tool that is attractive for workers and employers and supports fair and ethical legal labour migration into the EU;
· points out that third-country nationals already present on EU territory (asylum applicants, people without work permits, people that have entered the EU for reasons of family reunification) constitute an under-used pool of potential workers that can help meet labour market needs. These people need to be supported to facilitate their labour market integration;
· asks the MSs to ensure there is a welcoming environment for migrant and refugee workers in all Member States, and to work in cooperation with the social partners and civil society organisations on changing the negative discourse and narrative surrounding legal migration;
· recommends to implement the TP initiative in conjunction with the EU Harnessing Talent initiative to avoid causing a brain drain – within the EU and towards the outside of the EU – in professions where there is a shortage of workers. Circular migration can be a useful tool in this respect as well;
· underlines the need that skills and competences of workers from third countries should be assessed and swiftly validated to ensure that their skills are certified and they can obtain their qualifications when necessary. Procedures should aim to reduce the administrative burden of proof for applicants, especially when documents may have been left behind or lost during the migration journey;
· calls on the Member States to ensure public investment in schools and educational institutions to ensure their capacity to provide quality and trustworthy guidance and advice on learning mobility opportunities supporting career development, lifelong learning; this must be freely available in order to motivate learners to apply for learning mobility to another EU country;
· requests Member States to ensure teachers' learning mobility by overcoming the problems of replacement and teacher shortage. The profession needs to be made attractive, with good working conditions, fair salaries, access to quality initial education, continuous professional development and career development to ensure the quality education.
	Contact
	Triin Aasmaa Gomes

	Tel.
	+32 25469524

	email
	Triin.AasmaaGomes@eesc.europa.eu





· Roadmap on anti-drug trafficking

	Rapporteur
	Christian MOOS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - DE)

	References
	COM (2023) 641 final

	
	EESC-2023-05604-00-00-AC-TRA



Key points

The EESC:

· recommends that Member States provide their customs administrations and police forces with adequate human and technical resources, decent pay and working conditions and continued training;
· highlights that combating the abuse of drugs and hard drugs necessitates a more differentiated, whole-of-society approach. Drug use should be tackled more by means of preventive and accompanying measures and less through repression;
· remarks that other routes and points of access for illicit trafficking – like airports, roads and rail – are not to be neglected;
· finds the use of the term "public-private partnership" (PPP) very unfortunate when applied to cooperation between public authorities and private parties in the given context, and advises the Commission to speak of a multi-actor approach instead;
· welcomes all effective initiatives for dismantling criminal networks, underlining that banking secrecy and the existence of tax havens, money laundering and corruption are of the utmost importance for organised crime;
· advocates better cross-border law enforcement coordination between police and customs authorities, and better cooperation between law enforcement and judicial authorities as well as fiscal authorities in order to combat organised crime as effectively as possible;
· urges Member States to invest sufficiently in their public administrations and to speed up their digitalisation to counter organised crime;
· recommends the inclusion of trade unions representing police and customs officials in order to properly identify their human resources and equipment needs and taking into account their expertise;
· recalls that drug addicts are victims and not perpetrators, as long as their use of drugs does not give rise to crime associated with acquiring those drugs or to dangers to third parties. The EESC strongly recommends studying the experiences of countries and regions where the use of certain drugs is now tolerated and/or the use of cannabis has been decriminalised;
· recommends that there be more initiatives to protect Europeans from the dangers of addiction and that these not concentrate only on hard drugs, and specifically calls for using confiscated funds for prevention projects.


	Contact
	Alessia Cova

	Tel.
	+32 25469426

	Email
	Alessia.Cova@eesc.europa.eu
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· Long-term competitiveness strategy

	Rapporteur
Co-rapporteur
	Emilie PROUZET (Employers' Group - FR)
Stefano PALMIERI (Workers' Group - IT)

	
	

	References
	COM(2023) 162 final
COM(2023) 168 final

	
	EESC-2023-02172-00-00-AC-TRA



Key points:

The EESC: 

· believes that the EU must adopt a competitiveness agenda which, in line with the principles of the single market and the social market economy, is forward-looking, well-defined and coordinated, and promotes the prosperity of businesses, quality jobs, raising living standards for EU citizens, and inclusiveness, while improving the ability of the EU system to innovate, invest and trade and compete in the global marketplace for the common good and drive our transition to climate neutrality;
· believes that to revitalise the EU's competitiveness it is necessary to activate an integrated European industrial strategy, which, by promoting an integrated European industrial system, has as its key players: the company and its workers;
· calls for the proper provision of physical and social infrastructure, which is of strategic value to ensuring the competitiveness of the EU ecosystem. This strategic action requires: i) a cohesion policy that drives economic convergence and resilience; ii) investments in quality public services and in future-proofed transport, energy and data networks; and iii) investments in education and lifelong learning for a skilled workforce prepared for the challenges of tomorrow, and in a quality health system, long-term care and social care, and in affordable housing;
· urges the Member States in particular to firmly commit to properly implementing and enforcing EU legislation on the single market. All of this has to be accompanied by proper control and protection tools regarding the quality of work, a level playing field for all companies, citizens' rights and consumer protection;
· maintains that the EU's open strategic autonomy must be developed as a key feature of the European project, the uniqueness and strengths of which build on the combination of economic and social integration.

	Contact
	Silvia Staffa

	Tel.
	+32 25468378

	Email
	Silvia.Staffa@eesc.europa.eu




· Strategic foresight report 2023

	Rapporteur
	Stefano PALMIERI (Workers' Group - IT)

	Co-rapporteur
	Gonçalo LOBO XAVIER (Employers' Group - PT) 

	

	References
	COM(2023) 376 final

	
	EESC-2023-04844-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· recognises foresight as crucial supporting decision-making processes and notes the efforts at EU level to assign foresight a strategic institutional role and to consider it in the EU decision-making; 
· calls for a Commissioner in charge of foresight in the new Commission, as in the current mandate;
· calls for greater involvement for the EESC to enhance the EU's analysis and foresight capacities and help pinpoint trends and possible solutions in a transformative society; 
· should coordinate an internal process to implement a foresight exercise to identify the main trends and scenarios, priorities and actions, in the context of the European Parliament election and the nomination of the new European Commission; 
· agrees with the Commission's approach to identify options for new economic models that are feasible and impactful, to ensuring inclusive and sustainable competitiveness that maintains a high level of social and environmental protection, good quality jobs, and fair and solidarity-based conditions that preserve the European model of a highly competitive social market economy;
· calls for a renewed and expanded EU industrial policy aimed at coordinating decisions and interventions to increase coherence among sectors and among Member States towards sustainable competitiveness for the EU;
· calls for complementary indicators to GDP to be identified and translated into policy measures;
· calls on the EU and national institutions, the private sector and local stakeholders to work on defining and adopting a new European social contract fit;
· asks the EU and Member States to join efforts to ensure the provision of EU public goods, including by adapting the EU budget to the new scenario. Commodities and services that will safeguard defence, security, health, education and well-being are crucial to enable the EU's "comprehensive resilience ecosystem" to achieve and maintain sustainable and inclusive competitiveness and democracy. 

	Contact
	Raul Muriel Carrasco

	Tel.
	+32 25468270

	Email
	Raul.MurielCarrasco@eesc.europa.eu 




· Revision of the package travel directive

	Rapporteur
	Philip VON BROCKDORFF (Workers' Group - MT)

	

	References 
	COM(2023) 905 final

	
	EESC-2024-05478-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· considers a revision of the Package Travel Directive (PTD) both timely and necessary, and in general welcomes the revised PTD, which aims to codify voucher schemes and provide clear information and legal guarantees to travellers, while giving more flexibility to travel businesses;
· welcomes the removal of the overlap between packages and Linked travel arrangements (LTAs). This means that when different types of travel services are purchased at the same time for the same trip or holiday and from the same point of sale, this will be treated as a package;
· is of the view that the Commission’s proposal on the PTD introduces positive significant changes that seek to find a balance between the protection of travellers on the one hand and the interests of travel package operators on the other;
· is, however, of the opinion that the proposed timelines to refund travellers do not sufficiently consider the cashflow limitations of service providers in exceptional situations, as experienced recently during the COVID-19 pandemic;
· recommends that the outcome of the Commission’s proposal be as balanced as possible, ensuring that EU package travel remains as competitive as possible while affording protection to consumers with minimal impact on prices and burdens on businesses.


	Contact
	Radoslava Stefankova

	Tel.
	+ 32 25468188

	Email
	Radoslava.Stefankova@eesc.europa.eu





[bookmark: _Toc166847136]AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE ENVIRONMENT

· Amendment to CAP basic acts – simplification

	Rapporteur-General:
	Stoyan TCHOUKANOV (Civil Society Organisations' Group - BG)

	

	References
	COM(2024) 139 final
EESC-2024-01216-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:

· welcomes the fact that, in line with its previous opinions, the European Commission has proposed several measures to increase flexibility and ease administrative burdens for EU farmers with a view to reinforcing food sovereignty and improving farm incomes;
· underlines some limitations and uncertainties of the current proposal:
· highlights that this proposal will not solve the main problem faced by farmers, which is the unfair value distribution across the food supply chain preventing them from receiving a fair income for their food production and calls for the other elements proposed by the European Commission in the package to be quickly presented and adopted;
· notes that flexibility should not mean decreased ambitions and a weakened green architecture of the reformed CAP; only if farmers are economically sustainable will it be possible to have greater environmental ambitions, including through conditionality;
· considers that farmers should be adequately supported through the transition, and that the proposed measures on the so-called ‘non-productive features’ might lead to results that are even more positive than initially planned by the CAP, as long as sufficient and adequate additional financial resources are made available;
· recommends that the impact of these simplifications be assessed as early as possible in 2025 at Member State level, looking in particular at effects on farmers’ income and on the total amount of surfaces or features for biodiversity purposes;
· stresses the need for adequate training programmes, aimed at increasing knowledge on greening measures for farm advisors and farmers;
· reiterates its recommendation to provide more support for farmers to deal with the needed controls while not being convinced about the proposal to exempt farmers with under 10 hectares from the controls and penalties; points out that controls and penalties remain a problem for all types of farms and that such a measure would divide European farmers on a legally unjustified base, while believing that some exemptions or a decrease in frequency might be appropriate, in particular for small farmers;
· while agreeing with the urgency of these proposals, highlights that civil society should have been consulted in a different way on these proposals and urges the European Commission to ensure that all stakeholders are properly consulted on the implementation of these measures and on the other elements proposed in the package.

	Contact
	Martine Delanoy

	Tel.
	+32 25469802

	Email
	Martine.Delanoy@eesc.europa.eu




· Towards a greater involvement of Member States, Regions and Civil Society actors in the implementation of the Long-Term Vision for the EU's Rural Areas

	Rapporteur 
	Marc DECOSTER (Civil Society Organisations’ Group - BE)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-05063-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· reiterates its support for the long-term vision for the EU’s rural areas (LTVRA) and calls for the Rural Action Plan to be enhanced and regularly evaluated to respond more effectively to the needs of the rural environment;
· stresses the importance of various stakeholders being involved at all levels to ensure the success of the LTVRA and calls for the multi-level and multi-stakeholder governance approach to be strengthened;
· supports the adoption of rural development schemes by several Member States and proposes the adoption of a European charter of rights and responsibilities for rural and urban areas;
· calls on the Commission to explore the possibility of creating a post-2027 rural development policy, specifically dedicated to the implementation of the Rural Action Plan, with adequate funding using all available funds to ensure consistent implementation of the provisions proposed in the LTVRA;
· stresses the importance of supporting family structures, modestly-sized businesses and community-based activities in the future rural development policy;
· stresses the crucial role of the European Observatory for rural development and proposes measures to strengthen funding, simplify access to EU funds and support intermediary organisations;
· welcomes the adoption of the funding toolkit for rural areas, but calls for EU funds to be strengthened and for simplification measures to facilitate access to these funds;
· stresses the key role played by local and regional organisations in supporting rural stakeholders and calls for collective action and access to the advice provided by these organisations to be strengthened;
· calls for the joint local development initiatives to be enhanced and for better communication of the long-term vision to local stakeholders. 

	Contact 
	Nicolas Stenger

	Tel.
	+32 25468152

	Email
	Nicolas.Stenger@eesc.europa.eu




[bookmark: _Toc166847137]EXTERNAL RELATIONS

· EU-UK Youth Engagement

	Rapporteur
	Cillian LOHAN (Civil Society Organisations' Group - IE)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-04457-00-00-AC

	
	



Key points

The EESC:

· is convinced that civil society organisations (CSOs) in both the EU and the UK are uniquely placed to aid and facilitate EU-UK youth engagement;
· first and foremost, urges the EC to approach the UK about the possibility of negotiating an ambitious reciprocal youth mobility partnership, which should aim to set out conditions for entry and stay for purposes such as research, study, training and youth exchanges;
· urges the EC to strengthen negotiations with the UK for the full reintegration of the UK into Erasmus+, a position which is officially backed by the European Youth Forum and British Youth Council, as well as by many other youth CSOs across the UK and the EU;
· strongly supports the creation of a structured engagement between the EU, UK-level authorities and the devolved nations, with robust involvement of youth, including youth work and non-formal learning, to strengthen youth civil society dialogue and cooperation;
· encourages the EC to proactively engage with the UK to address the barriers to mobility of creative professionals, possibly including a reciprocal visa waiver for creative industries or a ‘cultural exemption’ from the EU-UK TCA;
· recommends a mapping of opportunities for young people to be carried out. This could be very helpful in building capacity to educate on the practical opportunities available to them. Clear career pathways should be articulated, with a need to deliver expert knowledge to young people through schools, cooperatives, and career advice. 
· urges the Commission to liaise with the UK to revisit the issue of providing a physical backup of EU Settlement Scheme status, and to maintain funding to enable community groups, advocacy organisations and public authorities to provide relevant support;
· encourages the EU to liaise with the respective UK and Irish governments and the Northern Ireland Executive to join forces in raising awareness of the mission of the cross‑border PEACE PLUS programme designed to support peace and prosperity across Northern Ireland and the border counties of Ireland.


	Contact
	Sveto Trajkovski

	Tel.
	+32 25469075

	Email
	Sveto.Trajkovski@eesc.europa.eu




· New growth plan and Reform and Growth Facility for the Western Balkans

	Rapporteur
	Ionuţ SIBIAN (Civil Society Organisations' Group - RO)

	Co-rapporteur
	Dragica MARTINOVIĆ DŽAMONJA (Employers' Group - HR)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 691 final
COM(2023) 692 final
EESC-2024-00176-00-00-AC

	
	


Key points 

The EESC:

· firmly believes that a gradual, predictable and merit-based approach to acquiring increasing benefits during the EU accession process, including financial support, integration into EU single market and participation in the work of EU institutions, is the best way to proceed towards EU enlargement; the socio-economic convergence gap between these countries and the EU average needs to be gradually closed;
· recommends that the Commission issue clear and transparent guidance on how to apply the proposed conditionality package and also reiterates the importance of ensuring that the EU's focus on stability and geopolitical interests does not come at the expense of the rule of law and democracy;
· asks the Commission to support candidate and potential candidate countries in evaluating both the advantages and drawbacks of early market integration, identifying those that are adversely affected and implementing customised mitigation measures; when developing such measures, input from social partners and civil society organisations (CSOs) should be sought in a timely manner and duly considered;
· emphasises the importance of aligning support for candidate countries with Member States' financial instruments for a seamless transition to membership, along with their institutional readiness to access cohesion policy funding; based on the experience with implementing the Recovery and Resilience Facility (RRF) in the EU Member States it recommends establishing a Growth Plan scoreboard and country monitoring committees aimed at enhancing the Plan's implementation, coordination and monitoring. Such committees should include social partners, as well as specialised CSOs from the beneficiary countries;
· reiterates the importance of regional cooperation and good neighbourly relations throughout the EU accession process and welcomes the focus in the Commission's proposal on developing the Common Regional Market (CRM); proposes establishing an objective and transparent monitoring system for implementing commitments, with the involvement of social partners and CSOs and the political will to apply reversibility mechanisms when needed.

	Contact
	David Hoić

	Tel.
	+32 25469069

	Email
	David.Hoic@eesc.europa.eu 




[bookmark: _Toc166847138][bookmark: _Toc166847139]TRANSPORT, ENERGY, INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE INFORMATION SOCIETY

· Harmonised river information services – revision of EU rules

	Rapporteur
	Mateusz SZYMAŃSKI (Workers' Group - PL)

	

	References
	COM(2024) 33 final 
COM(2024) 59 final

	
	EESC-2024-00722-00-00-AC-TRA



Key points

The EESC:

· believes that river information services (RIS) in Europe not only now, but also in the future, should pursue three objectives:
· safety,
· sustainability, and
· enabling integration with different modes of transport;
· is therefore of the opinion that to be able to adapt to changing challenges and opportunities, the relevant systems should be compatible with the various modes of transport and be user-friendly;
· believes that building awareness of the new digital technologies in inland waterway transport and educating people on how to use them are essential. It must be ensured that employees are involved in discussions on how to implement RIS.


	Contact
	António Ribeiro Pereira

	Tel.
	+32 25469363

	Email
	Antonio.RibeiroPereira@eesc.europa.eu 




· Safeguarding Democracy Against Disinformation

	Rapporteurs
	Carlos Manuel TRINDADE (Workers' Group - PT)
John COMER (Civil Society Organisations' Group - IE)


	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2024-00014-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:

· warns European authorities of the urgent need to assess the risks of addiction that social media and digital platforms create in vulnerable groups of our societies and to regulate the commercial use of Artificial Intelligence and algorithms;
· suggests that the EU Institutions and all the Member States engage in a multi-factor strategy that reinforces all the previous measures to fight disinformation and prevents the use of digital platforms by organised fake identities as well as the in adoption of instruments that foster cooperation between national, regional and local news media in Europe;
· asks the European Commission to evaluate the effect of the current regulations applied to social media and digital platforms regarding disinformation and to analyse the current level of disinformation monetisation in social media and digital platforms;
· requests the European Commission to develop a plan that ensures quality in local and regional information;
· asks that adequate resources be provided to the European External Action Service to fight and control foreign information manipulations and interference;
· requests that the European and digital media observatory (EDMO) be reinforced to serve as a hub for fact checkers independent of all public authorities aiming to improve detection of online disinformation and to empower citizens to respond to online disinformation;
· observes that a necessary first step to guaranteeing that pluralism in the media is not dependent on strict market rules is to classify journalism as a European public good as suggested by UNESCO;
· recommends that the Commission study the viability of a public European news channel available on different platforms and in all national languages with an independent editorial commitment to allow citizens access to factual information.
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Key points

The EESC:

· wishes with this opinion to put forward its views on the European Commission communication adopted in connection with the Granada summit, so that its position can be taken into account during preparations for the next European legislative mandate;
·  is extremely concerned by how much ground has been lost to the US and China in strategic sectors. This further undermines the EU's independence, its sovereignty and our model of society;
· considers that securing Europe’s energy transition means strengthening Europe’s control of the value chains of the all the decarbonisation technologies, ensuring a real decarbonisation by electrification, ensuring coherency between national energy and climate plans and European targets and developing valued job for European workers;
· argues that Europe’s digital independence will be based on a number of elements: its ability to develop supercomputers, to store data within the EU, to encourage the development of real industrial players and to develop digital skills;
· is of the opinion that Europe's space industry will need to overcome numerous challenges in terms of sustainability and sovereignty. Fragmentation, duplication and the small size of our core institutional markets are weakening the EU at a time when the funding gap with the US and China is widening and when the EU is facing giant private actors who are optimising their internal supply chains, and
· estimates that in the coming years, Europe's defence industry will not only need to provide Member States and their armed forces with high-quality defence equipment and capabilities that are adapted to the new strategic environment, but also continued military assistance to Ukraine and other partners. 
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