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· EESC Resolution: Vote for a united, democratic, competitive, sustainable and social European Union 

	Rapporteurs
	Christa SCHWENG (Employers' Group - AT)
Cinzia DEL RIO (Workers' Group - IT)
Ioannis VARDAKASTANIS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - EL)

	

	Reference 
	EESC-2024-00483-00-00-RES

	
	


Key points

The EESC:

· calls on the EU citizens to use their democratic right to vote. It underlines that when going to vote in June, EU citizens have the opportunity to elect the members of the European Parliament and vote for stronger European integration;
· stresses that thanks to the Union, we have the freedom to work, study and do business in all EU countries;
· emphasizes that no EU country can cope with challenges such as the rising cost of living and inflation, the wars on our doorstep, migration, the climate emergency, and the shrinking civic space, alone. Nationalism, populism and single-state solutions are not the answer;
· highlights that only through a united, democratic, competitive, sustainable and social European Union can we make real progress on these issues, and reverse the inequalities and disparities within and among countries; 
· stresses that the EU common values of democracy, protection of human rights, freedom of expression, the rule of law, tolerance, justice, non-discrimination, equality, solidarity, and democratic participation need to be continuously strengthened, defended and protected, and that poverty and social exclusion must be prevented at all costs;
· underlines that the EU must be an influential global player to prevent and resolve conflicts, invest in multilateralism and build durable peace;
· emphasizes that only a strong European Union will be able to sustain its economic and social model by ensuring economic and food security, global competitiveness and the digital and green transition.

	
Contact
	
Sophie Zimmer
	
Gemma Amran

	Tel.
	+32 25469584
	+32 25469415

	Email
	Sophie.Zimmer@eesc.europa.eu 
	Gemma.Amran@eesc.europa.eu
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· Boosting long-term inclusive growth through reforms and investment

	Rapporteur
Rapporteur
Rapporteur
	Javier DOZ ORRIT (Workers' Group - ES)
Luca JAHIER (Civil Society Organisations' Group - IT)
Wautier ROBYNS DE SCHNEIDAUER (Employers' Group - BE)

	

	References
	Exploratory opinion requested by the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the EU

	
	EESC-2023-04451-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· welcomes the Belgian Presidency's initiative on social investment and on how to strengthen the social dimension of the European Semester, in particular through the European Pillar of Social Rights, and expects that the reform of the Semester will improve coordination among Member States, enhance transparency and ensure the proper monitoring of the implementation of national fiscal and structural plans;
· calls for existing financial resources to be efficiently and effectively employed, also through public-private collaboration and by leveraging financial instruments, with maximum flexibility and rigorous evaluation systems;
· believes it urgent to discuss the feasibility of an EU financial capacity by 2026 to meet investment needs for common priorities, particularly for social investment, promoting cyclical stabilisation and the supply of European public goods, ensuring sustainable growth in the medium and long term, and supported by both common guidelines at EU level and EU financial support;
· shares the view that, if well designed, social investment policies can have a positive impact on economic growth, productivity and competitiveness, which is key to keep good jobs in Europe. At the same time, national governments need to review and make sure that their social protection systems are focusing available resources on social support in the areas where it is most needed;
· recommends that, while respecting principle of subsidiarity, investment needs in social infrastructure should be coherent across Member States and should receive EU financial support;
· calls for reforms and investments in key social areas (particularly those that foster human capital), as social policies and social investments (also through more innovative tools and by promoting appropriate reforms and including all concerned actors) can become a productive factor, providing significant economic returns in terms of pro-growth potential and reduced future major costs;
· reiterates its call for the proper involvement of social partners and civil society organisations in all phases of this process, through structured formal consultation procedures.

	Contact
	Colombe Grégoire
	Krisztina Perlaky-Tóth

	Tel.
	+32 25469286
	+ 32 25469740

	Email
	Colombe.Gregoire@eesc.europa.eu 
	Krisztina.PerlakyToth@eesc.europa.eu


· MFF: Changes to the amounts for certain programmes and funds

	
	


	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2024) 100 final 

	
	EESC-2024-01013-00-00-AC




Key points

Since the Committee has already set out its views on the content of the proposal in question in its opinion Mid-term revision of the Multiannual Financial Framework adopted on 20 September 2023[footnoteRef:1], it decided not to draw up a new opinion on the subject, but to refer to the position it had taken in the above-mentioned document. [1:  	OJ C, C/2023/867, 8.12.2023, ELI: http://data.europa.eu/eli/C/2023/867/oj ] 


	Contact
	Georgios Meleas 

	Tel.
	+32 25469795

	Email
	Georgios.Meleas@eesc.europa.eu
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· EuroHPC Initiative

	
	

	

	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2024) 29 final 

	
	EESC-2024-00926-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC decided to issue an opinion endorsing the proposed text.


	Contact
	Alice Tétu

	Tel.
	+32 25468286

	Email
	Alice.Tetu@eesc.europa.eu





· Medical devices/Eudamed

	Rapporteur
	Danko RELIĆ (Civil Society Organisations' Group - HR)

	

	References 
	COM(2024) 43 final 

	
	EESC-2024-00746-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· calls for the transitional periods for certain high-risk in vitro diagnostic medical devices (IVDs) to be extended and calls for a pragmatic, consistent framework to provide advance warning about supply disruptions and foster collaboration among manufacturers, independent conformity assessment bodies (‘notified bodies’) and regulatory authorities; this will ensure a high level of transparency and preparedness across the EU;
· stresses the need to involve healthcare professionals in reporting shortages, and calls for a system that includes reports from both manufacturers and healthcare professionals in order to improve the timeliness and accuracy of shortage notifications;
· emphasises the need for comprehensive training programmes for all stakeholders in the medical device sector, including ‘train-the-trainer’ programmes; this will ensure widespread dissemination of regulatory and technical competencies;
· highlights the importance of SMEs in the medical device sector due to their dynamic and adaptable nature, and calls for support mechanisms such as subsidies and simplified compliance pathways to enhance their innovative capabilities and competitive edge;
· suggests that an EU-wide platform be set up to facilitate dialogue between stakeholders, including SMEs, healthcare professionals, manufacturers and regulatory bodies; this will make it possible to address challenges and share best practices in medical device innovation and regulation.


	Contact
	Silvia Staffa

	Tel.
	+32 25468378

	Email
	Silvia.Staffa@eesc.europa.eu
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· Equivalence of seeds from Moldova and from Ukraine 

	

	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2024) 52 final 
COM(2024) 53 final
EESC-2024-00852-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· unreservedly endorses the content of the proposal and feels that it requires no comment on its part.

	Contact
	Arturo Iniguez

	Tel.
	+32 25468768

	Email
	Arturo.Iniguez@eesc.europa.eu






· Chemicals - ‘One Substance, One Assessment’

	Rapporteur
	John COMER (Civil Society Organisations' Group - IE)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 779 final
COM(2023) 783 final 
COM(2023) 781 final 

	
	EESC-2023-05710-00-00-AC-TRA



Key points


The EESC:

· welcomes the ‘one substance, one assessment’ (OSOA) package;
· welcomes the one-stop-shop platform bringing together data on chemicals obtained from different sources, which will be under the control of the European Chemicals Agency (ECHA);
· is concerned that the failure to publish the new regulation on reorganising the ECHA means that it is not possible to make a full assessment of the role of the ECHA in the OSOA system. This role is critical for the OSOA approach to functioning successfully;
· has doubts as to whether business operators will be compelled to cooperate in the conducting of scientific studies or whether they will be able to appeal against an ECHA request, when results cannot be obtained through existing legal provisions or processes under EU legislation;
· believes that the confidential provisions in the Common Data Platform must be clearly defined so that industry operators have full confidence in the system. In this regard it is very positive that access to confidential information can be audited. In addition, greater clarity on sharing and reusing chemicals data must be provided;
· has doubts as to how disagreements will be resolved, in the case of commissioned studies, and calls for the precautionary principle to be applied in order to protect public health and the environment;
· believes that the notification of studies will add to the administrative burden on businesses, and calls for this to be carefully monitored;
· has doubts as to whether the ECHA will be able to manage the system in such a way as to achieve maximum synergies and cooperation;
· calls for new proposals to ensure the widest possible access to documents containing chemical data and it is essential that strict rules apply in this regard;
· observes that the package currently falls short on ensuring that the data is reliable and fully exploits the valuable insights from independent research, especially in the early warning and action system, as well in the general context of environmental and health assessments.

	Contact
	Gaia Bottoni

	Tel.
	+32 25469447

	Email
	Gaia.Bottoni@eesc.europa.eu




· EU forests - new EU Framework for Forest Monitoring and Strategic Plans


	Rapporteur
	Florian MARIN (Workers' Group - RO)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 728 final
COM(2023) 727 final 

	
	EESC-2023-02733-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· cautiously welcomes the proposed forest monitoring framework, which should be treated as a statistical and not an oversight tool given that forest management is mostly a national responsibility;
· recalls that some stakeholders do not agree with the idea of a regulation and show a preference for clear guidelines and for continuing current monitoring systems;
· welcomes the long-term forest plan and recommends the following:
· EU Member States which benefit from forests are urged to have a long-term forest plan;
· social and economic aspects should be included in the structure of the forest plans, taking into account the multilateral values of forests and the social impact of forest communities;
· in accordance with the partnership principle, civil society should be integrated in the development and – depending on the situation of Member States – implementation of the plans;
· designing, implementing and monitoring the long-term forest plans should be financed using existing and new EU funds;
· the plan should complement other forest and wood strategies;
· there should be a clear match and synergy with the SDGs and the plan should contribute to them;
· suggests that the role of the Standing Forestry Committee should be strengthened, including with regard to future work on forest monitoring; relevant civil society stakeholders should be part of it, taking into account the prominent role of forests for society;
· proposes that the right balance between the subsidiarity principle, on the one hand, and respect for national and EU competencies, private property rights, ownership of data, on the other, should be taken into account, with the same level of importance given to economic, social and environmental forest data;
· proposes that civil society should be involved in developing the EU forest monitoring framework and sufficient transparency should be ensured.

	Contact
	Arturo Iñiguez

	Tel.
	+32 25468768

	Email
	Arturo.Iniguez@eesc.europa.eu





· Regulation on the welfare of dogs and cats and their traceability


	Rapporteur
	Maciej Dawid KUNYSZ (Civil Society Organisations' Group - PL) 

	

	References
	COM(2023) 769 final 
EESC-2024-00532-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· is pleased with the measures taken by the EU to promote the welfare and traceability of dogs and cats;
· points out that developing identification and registration systems is key to improving the welfare of dogs and cats, as it makes it easier to trace animals’ origin and health history;
· points out that this regulation has a significant impact on the pet market as it will potentially increase costs for breeders and dealers, who will have to adapt to the new requirements;
· calls for minimum rules on penalties for infringement of the regulation;
· recommends that particular attention be paid to support and education for breeders and dealers to help them adapt to the new requirements;
· points out the need to strengthen international cooperation on the exchange of information, best practices and joint operations to combat the illegal trade in animals;
· underlines that it will be crucial to ensure adequate resources for identification and registration systems so that they are effective and accessible to all stakeholders;
· welcomes the proposal, which aims to ensure that all dogs and cats in the EU enjoy a high level of welfare and are properly identified and registered, making it easier to trace them and prevent smuggling.

	Contact
	Arturo Iniguez

	Tel.
	+32 25468768

	Email
	Arturo.Iniguez@eesc.europa.eu
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· 	Review of the passengers' rights framework
	
Rapporteur 
	
Ileana IZVERNICEANU DE LA IGLESIA (Civil Society Organisations' Group - ES)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 753 final 
COM(2023) 752 final 
EESC-2023-05130-00-00-AC

	
	



Key points

The EESC:

· supports the new regulation proposed by the Commission, which aims to improve passenger rights and ensure travellers receive better information. All parts of this new regulation (package travel, passenger rights and multimodal journeys) should be considered complementary to each other;
· is concerned about citizens' general lack of awareness when it comes to their rights and about problems they encounter trying to exercise these rights, and therefore believes information to be the most useful and effective tool available to travellers so that they know their rights and can exercise them if they are breached;
· recommends that the Commission ensure that tourism service providers provide extensive, quality information directly to travellers, even if this information is also available elsewhere, for example online.

	Contact
	António Ribeiro Pereira

	Tel.
	+32 25469363

	Email
	Antonio.RibeiroPereira@eesc.europa.eu





· Wind Power Package


	Rapporteur 
	Thomas KATTNIG (Workers' Group - AT)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 668 final
COM(2023) 669 final
EESC-2023-05073-00-00-AC

	
	


Key points


The EESC:

· supports the Commission's efforts to strengthen the EU wind industry and promote wind power development in the bloc since there is growing pressure from international competitors such as China and since a strong EU wind industry is vital for environmental, economic and social well-being. For this, the grid infrastructure needs to be significantly expanded, modernised and digitalised and the corresponding storage infrastructure must be created. Wind Power should be seen as critical infrastructure, with all corresponding privileges and due diligence obligations;
· stresses that there will be a huge need for workers, and this need can only be met if massive investment is made at national and EU level in training and retraining programmes. In close cooperation with the social partners at all levels, it must be ensured that the new jobs offer high-quality working conditions and secure, long-term prospects for employees;
· regrets that the Action Plan does not recognise energy communities, energy cooperatives, and energy sharing as a form of extended prosumption despite their importance in social, economic and energy efficiency terms. Effective citizen participation should be included as the 7th pillar of the Wind Power Action Plan. Without that, social acceptance of the transition, and especially wind power, is at risk;
· calls for an assessment on whether additional requirements (e.g. grid-friendliness, matching to the load profile, or regional allocation of consumers that are capable of peak shaving) could be set for the regional planning of wind power;
· recommends for high pre-qualification criteria to be applied to auctions to ensure that all bidders comply with security, occupational safety, collective bargaining, social and environmental requirements such as the need to promote a circular economy. Moreover, all relevant procedures, especially those relating to tenders and permits, urgently need to be fully digitalized and accelerated.

	Contact
	Giorgia Bordignon

	Tel.
	+32 25468535

	Email
	GiorgiaAndrea.Bordignon@eesc.europa.eu 
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· 		Communication on availability of medicines

	Rapporteur
	Danko RELIĆ (Civil Society Organisations' Group - HR)

	Co-rapporteur
	Thomas STUDENT (Cat. 2 - DE)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 672 - final

	
	EESC-2023-05446-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· stands firm that Europeans across the EU should not face a lack of access to medicines;
· calls for a strategic shift towards self-reliance in producing Active Pharmaceutical Ingredients (APIs) and finished medicines aiming to reduce dependency on external sources and bolster the EU’s pharmaceutical independence. Supports the first Union Critical Medicines list to tackle shortages;
· recommends the creation of a stable legal and economic environment, complemented by a skilled workforce and adequate funding, to ensuring a competitive edge for the European pharmaceutical industry in the global market;
· suggests introducing innovative approaches to accessing medicine. It also advocates for comprehensive EU-wide guidelines and protocols and more generally for data sharing among key stakeholders;
· calls for an enhanced dialogue between the EU institutions, the pharmaceutical industry, social partners and civil society organisations, on production capabilities and how to navigate market disruptions;
· encourages pharmaceutical companies to notify authorities of potential shortages proactively in order to better respond to supply chain challenges;
· highlights the importance of involving patient organisations, healthcare professionals’ associations, and organisations representing people with disabilities in policy-making, in particular in shaping strategies to improve medicine availability, pharmaceutical waste and overprescription;
· advocates strengthening international partnerships and diversifying pharmaceutical supply chains in response to the evolving global healthcare landscape.


	Contact
	Laia Tomas Vinardell

	Tel. 
	+32 25469149

	Email
	Laia.TomasVinardell@eesc.europa.eu



_____________
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