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[bookmark: _Toc159831757]ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COHESION

· Taxation of cross-border teleworkers globally and the impact on the EU

	Rapporteur
	Krister ANDERSSON (Employers' Group - SE)

	
	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-00860-00-AC

	
	



Key points

The EESC:

· stresses that over the last decade, globalisation and digitalisation have opened up new opportunities to work remotely. The COVID-19 pandemic brought about an unprecedented change in the lives of both workers and businesses, leading to an exponential rise in teleworking;
· reminds that with the new technology, the exact same work can be carried out without the need to be physically present. This also means that many more people are able to work remotely across borders and the number of cross-border teleworkers has increased drastically;
· believes that taxation of employee income as wage income in the employer's country of residence is the preferred option. Such a regime would make things simpler for employees and could also be attractive for employers. In order to compensate for loss of revenue in the employee’s country of residence, a revenue sharing mechanism would likely be required;
· proposes that the revenue authorities may divide the income between the countries by applying data on actual individual presence in the states concerned (reported by the employer to the tax authority in its country of residence, thereby acting as a one-stop shop) or using some macro-economic aggregate key.

	Contact
	Jüri Soosaar 

	Tel.
	+32 25469628

	Email
	Juri.Soosaar@eesc.europa.eu 





· The Annual Sustainable Growth Survey 2024
	
Rapporteur:
	
Elena-Alexandra CALISTRU (Civil Society Organisations' Group - RO) 



	References
	COM(2023) 901 final
EESC-2023-05137-00-00-AC



Key points
The EESC: 
· [bookmark: _Toc159831759]recommends that the European Central Bank closely monitor economic risks and carry out careful contingency planning to ensure credible inflation outlooks, and advises the ECB to be prepared to adjust policies if the projected decline in inflation slows or reverses, or alternatively drifts too far below 2%, thus advocating for clearer contingency planning to uphold the credibility of the inflation outlook;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831760]calls for concrete engagement with national parliaments, regional and local authorities, civil society and social partners on reforms of the EU's macroeconomic governance framework, and stresses the importance of taking ownership of these reforms at national level through effective dialogue;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831761]emphasises the critical importance of integrating democratic values and rule of law principles in the EU's economic governance;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831762]advocates for fiscal consolidation that takes into account each Member State's unique situation, while acknowledging the diverse economic conditions and growth challenges of Member States;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831763]urges a balanced approach to phasing out crisis support, which continues to assist vulnerable groups impacted by high energy costs and inflation, and calls for a permanent framework of means-tested support in some countries, and emphasises the need for a detailed discussion on social impacts;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831764]calls on the European Commission and on national governments to provide the necessary support to enhance administrative capacity and streamline processes, and to involve civil society in the implementation of the national recovery and resilience plans;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831765]emphasises the need to increase labour market participation through upskilling, ensuring equal opportunities and targeting regional disparities, and advocates policies addressing pandemic-induced learning losses, focusing on the needs of disadvantaged students and schools;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831766]urges more courageous actions to dismantle administrative obstacles hampering EU businesses as well as other stakeholders, while supporting measures to boost productivity, and argues that initiatives to reduce reporting obligations must be coupled with stronger incentives for investments in sustainability, including cross-border ones;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831767]advocates for a balanced fiscal approach integrating stakeholder input and considering economic realities across Member States, and underscores that the implementation of recovery plans should align with this nuanced approach in order to prevent undermining environmental and social objectives;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831768]is disappointed by the delayed establishment of the EU Sovereignty Fund, while the limited budget for STEP raises serious doubts about the EU’s dedication and ability to achieve its green transition objectives, as well as concerns about the investment in the Union’s competitiveness.


	Contact
	Colombe Grégoire

	Tel.
	+32 25469286

	Email
	Colombe.Gregoire@eesc.europa.eu 



· Improving benchmarks and reporting requirements in financial services and investment support

	Rapporteur
	Krzysztof BALON (Civil Society Organisations' Group - PL)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 593 final 
COM(2023) 660 final 

	
	EESC-2023-05424-00-00-AC


Key points

On data sharing and reducing administrative requirements in financial services and investment support, the EESC:

· welcomes the initiative to rationalise and simplify the supervisory reporting requirements and to avoid duplicate reporting requests, 
· considers necessary to standardise the scope and format of the data involved in the exchange of information between authorities overseeing the financial sector; 
· notes that the proposed changes may generate some implementation and/or further standardisation costs. Minimising costs should not be detached from the other objectives of data collection and data sharing;
· considers that future initiatives should establish that the delivery of data to one competent authority (or shared platform) is treated as delivery to all other competent authorities (one stop shop concept);
· notes that data sharing between authorities would remain subject to a voluntary request. In this regard, the authorities must (not only "may") enter into memoranda of understanding to specify the modalities of the exchange of information;
· underlines that in order to achieve simplification, regularly reviewing reporting requirements should be mandatory;

On the amendments to the Benchmark regulation, the EESC:

· welcomes a more balanced and proportionate approach to safeguarding financial stability and the integrity of European markets, as well as to reducing costs and regulatory requirements, in particular by reducing the requirements for non-significant benchmarks; 
· welcomes the clarification of the role of the Commission, the European Securities and Markets Authority (ESMA) and the national authorities in the process applicable to significant and critical benchmarks;
· highly recommends checking whether any initiative to minimise reporting requirements or to save costs for critical or significant benchmarks is possible.


	Contact
	Sergio Lorencio Matallana

	Tel.
	+32 25469240

	Email
	Sergio.LorencioMatallana@eesc.europa.eu





[bookmark: _Toc150179063][bookmark: _Toc159831769][bookmark: _Toc153539680]EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND CITIZENSHIP

· Digitalisation in social security

	Rapporteur
	Krzysztof BALON (Civil Society Organisations' Group - PL)

	Co-rapporteur
	Maria del Carmen BARRERA CHAMORRO (Workers' Group - ES)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 501 final
EESC-2023-03875-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· acknowledges the challenges in cross-border social security coordination, such as the complexity of bureaucratic procedures, manual procedures and the need for certain documents to be in physical form and the difficulties in verifying or validating them, which hinder free movement for citizens and businesses;
· welcomes and fully supports the Commission's goal to simplify cross-border social security and healthcare coordination through digitalisation;
· calls for the immediate development of a comprehensive action plan to digitalise social security coordination with a bottom-up approach, while highlighting the importance of considering the needs of social security institutions and stakeholders, including citizens, employers, companies and social economy entities;
· urges alternative solutions to be provided for those unable to use electronic means or who are otherwise digitally excluded. The EESC emphasises that digital identification should be an option, not a requirement, until suitable alternatives are established that respect the relevant data protection standards;
· believes that we will not be able to achieve our goals of removing obstacles to free movement solely by digitalising social security until the reform of Regulation 883/2004 on the coordination of social security systems is finalised;
· proposes establishing a permanent exchange of best practices between Member States on digitalising the coordination of social security systems. In order to encourage and promote this, the EESC suggests that the Commission and the European Labour Authority organise a conference in which Member State governments and civil society participate.

	Contact
	Bartek Bednarowicz

	Tel.
	+32 25469229

	Email
	Bartek.Bednarowicz@eesc.europa.eu





· Strengthening civil dialogue and participatory democracy in the EU: a path forward


	Rapporteur
Co-rapporteur
	Pietro Vittorio BARBIERI (Civil Society Organisations Group - IT)
Miranda Ulens (Workers' Group - BE)


	References
	Exploratory opinion requested by the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the EU
EESC-2023-03879-00-00-AC

	
	


Key points

The EESC:
· stresses that the implementation of Article 11 TEU, as a follow-up to the Conference on the Future of Europe (CoFoE), while strengthening the role of the EESC, can lead to more effective policies. It supports the CoFoE recommendation to develop additional instruments of participatory democracy. Several of its recommendations involve building a conducive framework on civil dialogue and it recognizes the role of the EESC, also as a potential real hub for citizen panels. The specific role of social partner organisations should be fully respected in social dialogue structures and processes, with civil dialogue being a separate process;
· calls as a first step for a strategy for civil dialogue, resulting in an action plan, which could include a pillar as part of the European Defence of Democracy Package. Additionally, this could be aimed at considering seeking an interinstitutional agreement among EU institutions, that sets out actions and the related resources to be used. This could be facilitated by the EESC, with the participation of civil society networks at EU level;
· advocates that the role of those in charge in the different institutions be strengthened in order to make Article 11 TEU effective, and that certain standards be applied across EU institutions, such as the meaning of civil dialogue, the sharing of the policy agenda and priorities, the inclusion of vulnerable groups, etc;
· calls for an annual civil dialogue (or civic space) scoreboard on CSOs contribution to consultation processes with the reasoning for whether their contributions have been taken on board or not. The impact assessment through an annual scoreboard could result in a biennial Civil Dialogue Report, tracing the EU's engagement with civil society in general, and evaluating the state of play of civil dialogue and the effectiveness of CSOs;
· reiterates that the EESC must be at the heart of moves to strengthen participatory democracy in and between the European institutions and proposes adapting the EESC's role to allow for experimentation with a range of participatory instruments, such as citizens' panels, in its advisory work, thus highlighting the special place of the EESC as the institutional guardian of civil society consultation and civil dialogue in general;
· considers that CSOs must be founded on internal democracy, autonomy, and transparency; they must take the form of a not-for-profit model, working in the general, and/or specific interest of their constituents, and thus be legitimate and representative. It, therefore, calls for an accreditation mechanism based on the principles mentioned above.

	Contact
	June Bedaton

	Tel.
	+32 25468134

	Email
	June.Bedaton@eesc.europa.eu


[bookmark: _Toc159831770]SINGLE MARKET, PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION

· Alternative dispute resolution

	Rapporteur
	Wautier ROBYNS DE SCHNEIDAUER (Employers' Group - BE)

	
	

	References
	COM(2023) 647 final 
COM(2023) 649 final

	
	EESC-2023-04939-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· supports the development of Alternative Dispute Resolution (ADR) as an alternative to court proceedings when consumers seek redress for the damage traders may cause them, alongside accessible judicial proceedings and enforcement of consumer rights by national authorities;
· underlines the importance of encouraging Member States and industries to set up such schemes and of encouraging traders, including SMEs, to join them voluntarily and calls on the Commission to review the progress of ADR schemes three years after the implementation of the proposed Directive;
· considers feedback from ADR instances to be extremely valuable both to professionals and legislators or regulators. Therefore, it calls for fast-track reporting of crisis situations on top of the requirement of biennial publication of activity reports by ADR schemes. It calls on the Commission to incorporate feedback from ADR platforms in its evaluations of sectoral regulations;
· calls on the legislators to be more precise about the requirement for consumers to first seek contact with the trader before resorting to an ADR scheme and about sanctions applicable to traders who do not comply with the requirement to report on their acceptance of the ADR procedure within the 20 working days mentioned in the proposals.

	Contact
	Silvia Staffa

	Tel.
	+32 25468378

	Email
	Silvia.Staffa@eesc.europa.eu





· SME relief package

	Rapporteur
Co-rapporteur
	Alena MASTANTUONO (Employers' Group - CZ)
Angelo PAGLIARA (Workers' Group - IT)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 535 final
EESC-2023-05071-00-00-AC

	
	


Key points

The EESC:

· welcomes the SME relief package as an attempt to put SMEs at the core of European legislation and at the heart of European strategies, discussions, and actions in support of competitiveness. The next Commission should make this a priority and give it continuity;
· believes that the Commission must ensure that the EU SME Envoy has an entrepreneurial background and a well-defined set of competencies and responsibilities in the upcoming 2024-2029 mandate, and that the position is accompanied by adequate resources in terms of staff and financial support;
· welcomes the efforts for simplification as well as the reduction of burdens in VAT areas in cross-border activities. The EESC, however, notes that more needs to be done to remove other long-lasting barriers. Fragmentation across the single market and different national rules on goods and services place a considerable burden on businesses;
· believes that it should be made easier for SMEs to access financial resources, whether through grants, loans or other financial instruments, with tailored assistance. The EESC also asks the Commission to put in place all of the necessary measures to incentivise SMEs to adopt a responsible conduct in accessing EU funding;
· highlights that better use of already existing tools can contribute to avoiding red tape. A good example is to state in any legislative proposal the expected obligations deriving from the proposal, which, inter alia, helps provide a better understanding in terms of cumulative burden.

	Contact
	Dalila Bernard

	Tel.
	+ 32 25468438

	Email
	Dalila.Bernard@eesc.europa.eu






[bookmark: _Toc153539681]
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· Preventing plastic pellet losses to reduce microplastics pollution


	Rapporteur
	András EDELÉNYI (Employers' Group - HU)

	Co-rapporteur
	Maria NIKOLOPOULOU (Workers' Group - ES)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 645 final

	
	EESC-2023-04923-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· [bookmark: _Toc159831772]agrees with and essentially supports the Commission's proposal on regulating microplastic pellet operations and emissions and mitigating dangerous pollution in this specific area;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831773]points to the urgent need to develop the standardised methodology for tracking and properly estimating microplastic pellet losses along the whole supply chain. This could enable to estimate emissions and monitor progress towards achieving the set target of a 30% reduction by 2030;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831774]recommends that the EU should align with the International Maritime Organization (IMO) legislation process. If the IMO does not provide any rules by mid-2026, the Commission should consider provisions to implement for intra-EU maritime transports, as well as laying the groundwork for tackling the secondary microplastics issue of tyres, paints, textiles, geotextiles and detergent capsules;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831775]suggests, with regard to environmental and human protection aspects, paying attention in the regulation to the geographical areas – as potential intervention points for mitigating/reducing pollution – that are most exposed to microplastics emissions;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831776]stresses the need to increase the frequency of compliance verification and introduce a mid-term revision of the legislation to assess its efficiency and to review and, if necessary, fine-tune the volume limit for pellet operations laid down in the lightened regulatory requirements prescribed for micro and small enterprises;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831777]warns that the rapidly growing production of virgin and recycled plastic pellets makes it increasingly difficult to mitigate their impact. Therefore, efforts to implement and enforce compliance with the regulation should be accelerated;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831778]notes that there is not a high demand for additional workers, except in green-collar areas, but that awareness and training levels have to be increased across the workforce;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831779]points out that the international aspects of the regulation should be taken into consideration to ensure a level playing field in the competitive environment between EU operators that are complying with the regulation and third-country operators;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831780]emphasises that science and research activities have to be stepped up, mainly with a view to understanding the harmful effects on human and ecological health of microplastic pellet pollution;
· [bookmark: _Toc159831781]suggests to review the Best Available Techniques for economic operators to include pellet losses.


	Contact
	Caroline Verhelst

	Tel.
	+32 25469497

	Email
	Caroline.Verhelst@eesc.europa.eu



[bookmark: _Toc153539702][bookmark: _Toc159831782]EXTERNAL RELATIONS

· European Economic Security Strategy

	Rapporteur
	Milena ANGELOVA (Employers' Group - BG)

	References
	EESC-2023-04250-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· welcomes the Communication on "European Economic Security Strategy" as a topical initiative to respond to the new and constantly changing geopolitical and geoeconomic conditions.  While endorsing the risk-based approach, the EESC also calls for a comprehensive assessment of the EU's strengths and of the opportunities that global challenges may present;
· stresses that investment in innovation, skills development and industrial capacities, together with ensuring a well-functioning internal market are indispensable means of both strengthening productivity and competitiveness and decreasing critical dependencies, while at the same time preserving the EU's social market economy. Other fundamental aspects include energy, raw materials, digital capacity and a stable access to finance, which requires the completion of the Capital Markets Union and the Banking Union;
· calls for making full use of trade and investment agreements and rapidly concluding ongoing trade negotiations, as well as starting new negotiations with new potential partners, to diversify supply chains and expand product markets. Boosting rules-based multilateral trade and global agreements should also be priorities for the EU; 
· highlights the need for decisive countering and protective measures related to trade, investment or technology cooperation in the case third countries pose a risk to the economic security of the EU;
· calls on EU policymakers to enhance conditions that enable, encourage and support EU businesses, including MSMEs, to manage the geoeconomic risks in their operations, and to ensure that policy measures do not incur disproportionate costs or hindrances for them; 
· calls for the involvement of EU businesses and other relevant civil society actors in the further elaboration and implementation of the economic security strategy and highlights the need for strengthening synergies between Member States, thus contributing to the unity, global strength and overall economic security of the EU.

	Contact
	Marco Ristori

	Tel.
	+32 25469969

	Email
	Marco.Ristori@eesc.europa.eu




[bookmark: _Toc159831783][bookmark: _Toc153539712]TRANSPORT, ENERGY, INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE INFORMATION SOCIETY

· Revision of the Combined Transport Directive 92/106/EEC

	Rapporteur 
	Pierre Jean COULON (Workers' Group - FR)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 702 final 
EESC-2023-03105-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· affirms the need for intermodality in all freight transport, while always bearing in mind the obligation to coordinate and optimise each mode of transport at European level;
·  is convinced that establishing an intermodal transport system requires the public to be informed of the advantageous prospects it offers: an intermodal transport system is designed to serve the public, it must influence decisions on transport projects and policies;
· [bookmark: x__Hlk157163546]stresses that the success of this policy calls for full compliance with social rules as well as a specific and systematic training policy for company staff and managers;
· calls for the application of this new measure to respect the rest and break periods of HGV drivers. Economic profitability must not adversely affect road safety or the working conditions of drivers in the EU.

	Contact
	Aleksandra Sarman Grilc

	Tel.
	+32 25468333

	Email
	Aleksandra.SarmanGrilc@eesc.europa.eu 





[bookmark: _Toc159831784]CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION ON INDUSTRIAL CHANGE

· Towards a comprehensive strategy for the EU wood industry

	Rapporteur

	Anastasis YIAPANIS (Civil Society Organisations Group - CY)

	Co-rapporteur

	Rolf GEHRING (Cat. 2 - DE)

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-03538-00-00-AC



Key points
The EESC:
· calls on EU and national public authorities to prioritise the competitiveness of the European wood industry by ensuring market access and addressing cost challenges and unfair trade practices, while securing a level playing field in the market;
· calls upon all EU institutions to duly acknowledge the contribution of renewable materials to sustainability, circular economy and climate neutrality, while recognising wood as a precious circular resource and raw material;
· underscores the need to set minimum standards for lifecycle carbon emissions in construction and the requirement for carbon reporting within the industry;
· calls for stronger, proactive measures to combat illegal logging, deforestation, and the unlawful timber trade;
· urges the development of an EU strategy to attract and retain younger talent and women in the sector and ensuring the availability of skilled workers;
· emphasises the importance of upholding the European Pillar of Social Rights (EPSR) within the EU wood industry;
· highlights the growing need for effective forest management and improved coordination as well as better equipment for European and national firefighting services to counter the increasing trend of large forest fires;
· urges the consistent implementation of the Ecodesign for Sustainable Products Regulation (ESPR) to make sustainable products the norm and maintain fair competition with imports. Additionally, the EU wood sector's social partners should be invited to participate in the Ecodesign Consultation Forum.

	Contact
	Heli Niemelä-Farrer

	Tel. 
	+32 22822464

	Email
	Heli.Niemela-Farrer@eesc.europa.eu



_____________
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