EESC Initiative to Integrate

and Social Committee

EU Candidate Countries European Economic

What is the “Enlargement Candidate Members (ECMs)” initiative about?

In his political Manifesto, the EESC President Oliver Ropke committed to opening the doors of the EESC to the candidate
countries. In September 2023, the EESC took a landmark decision to involve representatives from the EU candidate countries’
civil society in its advisory work. The representatives, called “Enlargement Candidate Members (ECMs)”, were selected in
February 2024 and will now work alongside the EESC Members on key EU policies throughout the year. The aim of the ECM
initiative is to foster closer ties with candidate countries and facilitate their gradual integration into the European Union.

Who are the ECMs?

The ECMs represent the civil society of EU candidate countries, including: employers, trade unionists and representatives of civil
society organisations at large. Out of 567 applications received, 131 were added to the pool of ECMs.
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Moldova Ukraine
Total number of ECMs 16 participants 22 participants
131
Montenegro
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How will the ECM work with the EESC?

The Enlargement Candidate Members will:

Q participate in the entire drafting process of selected EESC opinions
o participate in study groups and section meetings

Q participate in selected EESC Plenary meetings

What are the next steps?

April/May 2024 Start of ECMs work on selected opinions
September 2024 EESC Plenary on enlargement
December 2024 Assessment of the project

www.eesc.europa.eu

European Economic and Social Committee « Rue Belliard/Belliardstraat 991040 Bruxelles/Brussel - BELGIQUE/BELGIE - Published by: “Visits and Publications” Unit: EESC-2024-10-EN
© European Union, 2024 - Reproduction is authorised provided the'Source is acknowledged. For any use or reproduction of the photos / illustrations, permission must be sought directly from the copyright holder(s): © Shutterstock




