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[bookmark: _Toc153539654][bookmark: _Toc153547072]RESOLUTION 

[bookmark: _Toc153547073]Allow Romania and Bulgaria to join the Schengen area!

Regarding the accession of Romania and Bulgaria to the Schengen area, the European Economic and Social Committee:
· Reiterates its position, also supported by the European Commission and the European Parliament, that the two Member States fulfil all the conditions for joining the Schengen area, and considers it imperative that the accession formalities be completed quickly;
· Notes the signs of some progress in relation to the possible accession of the two Member States to the Schengen area, as a first step only at air transport level, and encourages the Spanish Presidency, the Council and the Member States to hold an extraordinary meeting of the JHA Council in order to adopt an agreement to that effect by the end of 2023;
· Considers that imposing additional conditions for the two Member States to join the Schengen area, which go beyond the existing treaties and regulations, risks creating confusion between distinct areas such as the area of free movement and irregular migration, complicating political decisions and dangerously disrupting the proper functioning of the EU in accordance with its fundamental values and the principles of the European Convention on Human Rights.
The European Economic and Social Committee has always supported the idea of extending the Schengen area and has encouraged the European institutions and the Member States to provide a legal and political framework for the participation of all EU and EFTA Member States in the widest possible area ensuring full freedom of movement of persons and goods, in accordance with the principles and values of the European Union.


ECONOMIC AND MONETARY UNION, ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COHESION

· VAT rules relating to taxable persons who facilitate distance sales of imported goods 

	Rapporteur
	Reet TEDER (Employers' Group – EE)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 262 final

	
	EESC-2023-03252-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· welcomes and supports the Commission's proposal and its objective to reduce the compliance burden for taxable persons by removing multiple registration obligations;
· supports removing the current EUR 150 One-Stop Shop (IOSS) threshold, considering it fully in line with the goal to have one single VAT registration in the EU, simplifying the process effectively and substantially reducing red tape and compliance costs;
· backs the Commission's proposal to extend the deemed supplier rule (Article 14(a)) to all distance sales of imported goods – including those above a value of EUR 150 – that are facilitated by an electronic interface;
· appreciates the fact that the proposed reform strengthens the fight against VAT fraud, focusing at the same time on compliance efforts in smaller marketplaces and for taxable persons who can be considered to be well aware of VAT rules, and therefore bound to VAT compliance.

	Contact
	Jüri Soosaar

	Tel.
	+32 25469628

	Email
	Juri.Soosaar@eesc.europa.eu




· Faster and Safer Tax Excess Relief (FASTER) 

	Rapporteur
	Benjamin Rizzo (Civil Society Organisations' Group - MT)

	
References
	
COM(2023) 324 final

	
	EESC-2023-03253-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· supports the Commission's objective of avoiding double taxation and complicated procedures for reduced rates to the detriment of investors holding securities in a transnational context. Faster and more efficient procedures will support cross-border investments in the interest of the internal market;
· appreciates the added value that the Commission proposal could bring in order to support cross-border investments across the EU, especially for retail investors, by achieving substantial procedural simplification;
· welcomes the introduction of the eTRC, a uniform, EU-wide electronic tax residence certificate that will improve the timing of refunds and so benefit transnational investors. The EESC suggests that the eTRC might be used to simplify issues in addition to those already covered in the Proposal;
· underlines that the Commission expects the proposal to deliver significant cost savings compared to the status quo and encourages the Commission to periodically verify whether such savings are actually achieved;
· agrees with the Commission's choice to establish a de minimis threshold, whereby investors with dividend payments below a threshold of EUR 1000 are not asked to provide information about financial arrangements or minimum holding periods. This choice seems to strike a balance between the effectiveness of the new rules for the benefit of the internal market and investors, and the need for simplification by avoiding excessively burdensome duties on small amounts of securities held;
· encourages Member States to swiftly provide the Commission, during the implementation period, with annual reports on statistics regarding how many excess WHT reclaims are refunded/relieved both within and after the timeframe in order to ensure that WHT reclaims are gradually refunded/relieved within the ambitious timeframe of no more than 25 days set by the Commission proposal.

	Contact
	Jüri Soosaar

	Tel.
	+32 25469628

	Email
	Juri.Soosaar@eesc.europa.eu 





· The strategic importance of the EU financial sector – How to improve assessment and evaluation

	Rapporteur
	Antonio García del Riego (Employers' Group - ES)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-00763-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· points out that the banking sector has a major role in financing the economy, being a key enabler of the ambition for a more competitive economy, the strategic autonomy of the EU and the green and digital transitions;
· supports the diversity of the EU banking sector, as it contributes to its resilience. This requests a proportional approach to regulation without compromising sound capital requirements;
· welcomes the introduction of a competitiveness check, and considers that its four dimensions should be paired to the specificities of the financial sector. It should control that legislative proposals support competitiveness, job creation and sustainable growth, while respecting international standards;
· believes that the competitiveness check should scrutinise the impact of new legislation on financial markets stability, and assess how to further integrate EU financial markets, attract investment and support growth. A set of indicators should be established to assess the degree of digitalisation and the depth of funding;
· recommends that assessment and evaluation exercises analyse the impact of new legislation on investment, cross-border activity, protection of the diversity of banking business models and preservation of a level playing field;
· expresses concern that the Commission has not developed a methodology to assess the cumulative effects of legislation on competitiveness;
· considers that the representation of stakeholders in impact assessments (IAs) is poor, and calls for a greater effort to better communicate how the views of stakeholders are included in IAs to encourage participation;
· encourages the Commission to clarify the methods employed in ex-ante and ex-post impact assessments as well as to strengthen the systemic collection and monitoring of critical data to facilitate the later.

	Contact
	Sergio Lorencio Matallana

	Tel.
	+32 25469240

	Email
	Sergio.LorencioMatallana@eesc.europa.eu





· Main challenges faced by EU islands, and mountainous and sparsely populated areas

	Rapporteur
	Ioannis VARDAKASTANIS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - EL)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-00848-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:

· is convinced that there is a solid legal basis that obliges the EU to take action in order to support its islands, mountainous regions and sparsely populated areas, within the framework of EU cohesion policy;
· calls on the EU Institutions, bodies and the Member States to incorporate, into the relevant EU cohesion policy documents, common priorities and actions based on coordinated exchanges of experience and expertise, covering all the types of regions mentioned in Art. 174 TFEU;
· insists on purposefully applying the above provisions in their entirety, in order to address structural and geographical constraints and specific needs that hinder these regions' development;
· believes in developing tailor-made and place-based opportunities, solutions and policy measures, and earmarking the corresponding funds for the EU's insular, mountainous and sparsely populated areas;
· believes that it is of utmost importance to commit all actors, both at EU and national levels, to undertake efforts to assist the EU islands, mountainous areas and sparsely populated areas to meet the challenges they face. This commitment may take the form of a pact, along the same lines as the Urban Pact or the Rural Pact;
· acknowledges that the main axis of the EU strategy for each of the three types of areas is their "disconnection" from the mainland and from centres of economic developments in their respective countries;
· proposes adopting a coordinated and interactive method of drafting and implementing the relevant strategies, involving stakeholders from several policy sectors and different governance levels;
· points out the lack of sufficient statistical data and impact assessments of EU sectorial policies in all three types of regions in question (islands, mountainous regions and sparsely populated areas);
· recommends that for each category of regions, three preliminary sets of issues are included in the relevant strategies – economic issues, social issues and environmental issues that have strong territorial impacts on each of the types of regions concerned;
· recommends that focus should be given on ensuring the competitiveness and attractiveness of the territories in question, taking into account any additional operating costs deriving from the regions' "handicaps";
· believes that addressing social issues should entail strengthening good governance and promoting social cohesion and well-being in these regions' communities, by addressing constraints such as demographic challenges, related infrastructure, services and housing needs;
· believes sustainable capacity building is a cross-cutting issue for all three types of regions in all the above sets of issues;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539657][bookmark: _Toc153547075]firmly believes and advocates that this entire exercise should involve direct and frank dialogue, including all relevant stakeholders where appropriate (Member States, regional and local authorities, social partners, and the populations).

	Contact
	Georgios Meleas

	Tel.
	+32 25469795

	Email
	Georgios.Meleas@eesc.europa.eu





[bookmark: _Toc153539658][bookmark: _Toc153547076]EMPLOYMENT, SOCIAL AFFAIRS AND CITIZENSHIP

· Protection of workers from carcinogens, mutagens or reprotoxic substances

	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2023) 738 final

	
	EESC-2023-05580-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC: 

Since the Committee endorses the content of the proposal and feels that it requires no comment on its part, it decided to issue an opinion endorsing the proposed text.

	Contact
	Valeria Atzori

	Tel.
	+32 25468774

	Email
	Valeria.Atzori@eesc.europa.eu





· International protection of adults

	Rapporteur
	Pietro Vittorio BARBIERI (Civil Society Organisations' Group - IT)

	

	Reference
	COM(2023) 280 final
COM(2023) 281 final

	
	EESC-2023-03514-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· [bookmark: _Toc153539659][bookmark: _Toc153547077]believes the proposal could have positive effects on the harmonisation of laws on the protection of persons with disabilities and vulnerable persons, but believes reference should, be made to the UN Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities (CRPD) rather than to the Hague Convention;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539660][bookmark: _Toc153547078]proposes that monitoring start 3 years (instead of 10) after the adoption of the proposal; 
· [bookmark: _Toc153539661][bookmark: _Toc153547079]considers that, where the adoption of a legal measure against a person with a disability or a vulnerable person clearly violates human rights and international law, a Member State should be obliged not recognise such a measure; 
· [bookmark: _Toc153539662][bookmark: _Toc153547080]calls for a substantial revision of the text based on the legal principle of regulatory hierarchy, according to which the CRPD, in particular Articles 12 and 19 thereof, is the primary legal principle of reference; 
· [bookmark: _Toc153539663][bookmark: _Toc153547081]calls for the following definition to be amended: "vulnerable adults" (on page 4 of the proposal), to "adults with disabilities and vulnerabilities";
· [bookmark: _heading=h.p248sdl1faqh][bookmark: _Toc153539664][bookmark: _Toc153547082]rejects the first paragraphs of Articles 2 and 35 on the grounds that they contravene the CRPD, and suggests replacing "adults who ... are not in a position to protect their interests" with "adults who require support in taking decisions";
· [bookmark: _heading=h.kaa2slxmj5fg][bookmark: _heading=h.rdp4d6x9ai91][bookmark: _Toc153539665][bookmark: _Toc153547083][bookmark: _heading=h.hnokvzw6qy08][bookmark: _heading=h.w1uj9rr21mud]rejects Article 2(3)(e) on the grounds that it contravenes the CRPD, and proposes replacing it with "the designation and functions of any person or entity entrusted with powers of representation";
· [bookmark: _heading=h.o1kmo07d79hw][bookmark: _Toc153539666][bookmark: _Toc153547084]proposes that the introduction of Article 10 be replaced with the following: "In order to protect human rights, the rule of law and the Treaties of the European Union, a measure taken in another Member State cannot be recognised";
· [bookmark: _heading=h.y50q0egm5ef][bookmark: _Toc153539667][bookmark: _Toc153547085]rejects Article 21 and calls for it to be removed;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539668][bookmark: _Toc153547086]proposes the following addition to Article 58: "Member States, as parties to the United Nations Convention on the Rights of Persons with Disabilities, should interpret and implement this Regulation in line with the Convention";
· [bookmark: _Toc153539669][bookmark: _Toc153547087]calls for Article 66(1) to be amended to read: "3 years after the entry into force" instead of "10 years after the entry into force", and proposes that Article 66(2) be amended to read "1 year after the entry into force" instead of "3 years after the entry into force".

	Contact
	Valeria Atzori

	Tel.
	+32 25468774

	Email
	Valeria.Atzori@eesc.europa.eu





· The climate crisis and its effect on vulnerable groups

	Rapporteur
	Ioannis VARDAKASTANIS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - EL)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-02907-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· draws attention to the fact that vulnerable groups are going to pay a disproportionately high price and be heavily affected by the effects of the climate crisis, because of policy failures at national, European and global levels and because they have fewer resources available to achieve climate mitigation and adaptation;
· recommends to highlight the social aspects of the just transition, with emphasis on children and intergenerational justice, and supplement initiatives such as the EU Social Climate Fund and the EU Climate Adjustment Fund with additional instruments;
· stresses the need to provide vulnerable groups with opportunities to acquire skills that are valuable in the green economy and that can prevent energy poverty;
· calls for the development of a comprehensive EU political and social strategy which would boost the EU capacity to respond in a proactive rather than reactive manner to climate emergencies. The Climate Adjustment Fund can emerge as a tool of paramount importance in that respect, accompanied by the Cohesion Fund, The Just Transition Fund and the Recovery and Resilience Facility;
· recommends studying the intersection between climate change impacts, vulnerable groups and social inequalities to understand how climate change and the transition to green energy could exacerbate existing social and environmental injustices;
· measures supporting vulnerable groups and affected households should be based on a holistic view, including the use of social policy instruments.

	Contact
	Valeria Atzori

	Tel.
	+32 25468774

	Email
	Valeria.Atzori@eesc.europa.eu





· For an EU framework for national homeless strategies based on the principle of "Housing First"

	Rapporteur
	Maria del Carmen Barrera Chamorro (Workers' Group - ES)

	Co-rapporteur
	Ákos Topolánszky (Civil Society Organisations' Group - HU)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-01741-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· welcomes the launch of the European Platform on Combatting Homelessness (EPOCH) and the European Commission's work on homelessness and calls for sustained attention to be given to homelessness in EU social policy in the run-up to the European elections and beyond;
· advocates designing an EU homelessness strategy that fully incorporates EPOCH, with national policies on combating homelessness being integrated into the European Semester exercise. This strategy should be underpinned by a Council Recommendation on homelessness. The EESC therefore calls on the Belgian presidency of the Council of the EU to start work on a Recommendation;
· calls on the European Commission to draft a proposal for a new multiannual work programme as soon as possible and in close collaboration with all stakeholders, making use of the European Social Fund Plus and the European Regional Development Fund to fund housing solutions for homeless people;
· recognises that the ''Housing First'' principle uses housing as a key instrument of reintegration rather than the outcome of a reintegration process in the shelter system. It provides long-term housing to homeless people as a start, without making it conditional upon accepting support and demonstrating personal development progress;
· acknowledges that the logic behind ''Housing First'' is that the stability and security that housing brings empowers homeless people to more successfully tackle their other problems, and that services are more effectively and efficiently delivered to people when they are housed securely;
· suggests that EPOCH should actively promote the "Housing First" principle as a systemic solution to chronic homelessness, while also rolling out a European training programme to increase the take-up of ''Housing First'' in the Member States;
· calls on the Member States to live up to their commitment as signatories of the Lisbon Declaration to make substantial progress towards ending homelessness by 2030, while setting ambitious, credible and attainable milestones to achieve this goal;
· calls on the Commission to continue mainstreaming the objective of combating homelessness in all relevant EU actions and strategies, including in the EU Gender Equality Strategy, the EU LGBT Strategy, the EU Roma Strategic Framework, the EU Disability Strategy, the EU Child Guarantee, the EU Social Economy Action Plan, the New Pact on Migration and Asylum and the EU's comprehensive approach to mental health.
	Contact
	Bartek Bednarowicz

	Tel.
	+32 25469229

	Email
	Bartek.Bednarowicz@eesc.europa.eu




· European Disability Card and the European Parking Card for persons with disabilities

	Rapporteur
	Ioannis VARDAKASTANIS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - EL)

	

	Reference
	COM(2023) 512 final

	
	EESC-2023-04861-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· [bookmark: _Toc153539670][bookmark: _Toc153547088]recommends to extend the scope of the Cards and to allow it to be used to obtain access to benefits linked to public social policies and/or national social security systems on a temporary basis when a person with a disability has moved to a Member State to study or to work;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539671][bookmark: _Toc153547089]asks that the law clearly states that the Disability Card should be free of charge and voluntary;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539672][bookmark: _Toc153547090]believes that it should never be a requirement to show the Disability Card as proof of disability for services that are granted under other EU legislation, such as the right to assistance at airports under Regulation 1107/2006;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539673][bookmark: _Toc153547091]recommends to accompany the European Parking Card by a database available in all EU languages to provide information about existing applicable parking rules, conditions and spaces as defined at local, regional, or national level;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539674][bookmark: _Toc153547092]recommends that the European Parking Card must have the words “European Parking Card” displayed in braille using the Marburg code dimensions;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539675][bookmark: _Toc153547093]suggests setting up an EU, fully accessible website, with an easy-to-read version, available in all EU languages including sign languages, providing practical information for every country; 
· [bookmark: _Toc153539676][bookmark: _Toc153547094]suggests that the EU should coordinate an EU-wide and national awareness-raising campaigns in all EU languages for the general public, potential card users and service providers;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539677][bookmark: _Toc153547095]recommends that the Commission ensure that appropriate funding is made available to the Member States to cover all the costs related to the issue and distribution of the Cards;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539678][bookmark: _Toc153547096]believes that the launch of the Cards should be complemented by measures to improve the general accessibility of built environments, transport, services and goods;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539679][bookmark: _Toc153547097]stresses the importance of the EU institutions working closely with persons with disabilities, as well as with EU, national, regional and local organisations representing persons with disabilities (DPOs) when developing, executing and, later, assessing the European Disability Card.

	Contact:
	
	Valeria Atzori

	Tel.
	
	+32 25468774

	Email
	
	Valeria.Atzori@eesc.europa.eu




· Revision of victims' rights directive


	Rapporteur
	Dovilė JUODKAITĖ (Civil Society Organisations' Group - LT)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 424 final
EESC-2023-03943-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· welcomes the proposed revision of the Victims' Rights Directive. This proposal can contribute to improving victims' rights and make judicial institutions more efficient and cost-effective in the long term;
· stresses the importance of the amendments to improve the individual assessment of victims and their support throughout the judicial process. While there should be no hierarchy among victims and types of crimes, some victims may require additional support and protection measures. It is recommended that the Commission develop detailed guidelines with Member States on the different authorities that are to conduct the assessment;
· recommends providing stronger obligations on the training of professionals on victims' rights and calls on the Commission to develop guidance and quality standards for support. The exchange of best practices on the provision of quality support, including on the training of psychologists and professionals, should be encouraged among Member States;
· welcomes the right to a review of decisions taken during court proceedings, including decisions on interpretation during court hearings, and calls on Member States to ensure that victims are duly informed on this right and to take measures to ensure that such reviews are taken without delay;
· welcomes the intention to improve access to compensation for victims;
· calls on Member States to allocate sufficient funding for the transposition and implementation of the directive, and for the Commission to guarantee that EU funding is strengthened and used to implement it.

	Contact
	Gemma Amran

	Tel.
	+ 32 25469415

	Email
	Gemma.Amran@eesc.europa.eu





[bookmark: _Toc150179063][bookmark: _Toc153539680][bookmark: _Toc153547098]SINGLE MARKET, PRODUCTION AND CONSUMPTION

· Reporting requirements / food and food ingredients, outdoor noise, patients' rights, and radio equipment

	Reference(s)
	Category C opinion
COM(2023) 639 final

	
	EESC-2023-05559-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC decided to issue an opinion endorsing the proposed text.

	Contact
	Alice Tétu

	Tel.
	+32 25468286

	Email
	Alice.Tetu@eesc.europa.eu





· INT/1050 – Adoption of sustainability reporting standards

	Reference(s)
	Category C opinion
COM(2023) 596 final

	
	EESC-2023-05558-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC decided to issue an opinion endorsing the proposed text.

	Contact
	Alice Tétu

	Tel.
	+32 25468286

	Email
	Alice.Tetu@eesc.europa.eu





· GDPR – Additional procedural rules 

	Rapporteur
	Katrīna ZARIŅA, (Employers' Group - LV)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 348 final
EESC-2023-03796-00-00-AC

	


Key points

The EESC:

· has drawn up a number of proposals which, in its view, would improve the Commission's Proposal, and provides the following recommendations, inter alia:
· setting more specific procedural deadlines and maximum time limits where possible and appropriate;
· specifying the Data Protection Authorities' (DPAs) right to supplement minimum information to be provided by the complainant with other non-compulsory information fields if they deem so necessary;
· ensuring the discretion of the Member States' DPAs to decide on the most appropriate language for communication between DPAs and whether to identify the complainant through ID's copy;
· ensuring a more general designation of the identification documents in the complaint forms, covering all types of identification documents deemed acceptable in the Member State concerned;
· improving the complaint form by noting the right of the complainant to request confidential treatment of the information submitted.
· welcomes the progress towards harmonisation of the implementation of the GDPR and calls on the parties concerned to continue their efforts and, as far as possible, to extend the harmonisation of procedural activities to all procedural matters relating to the application of the GDPR;
· calls on the Member States to closely monitor the funding of their DPAs and to build up their capacity so that individuals and businesses can receive the support they need.

	Contact
	Marco Manfroni

	Tel.
	+ 32 25469140

	Email
	Marco.Manfroni@eesc.europa.eu






· Revision of the Toy Safety Directive

	Rapporteur
	Tymoteusz Adam ZYCH (Civil Society Organisations’ Group - PL)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 462 final

	
	EESC-2023-03708-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· supports the Commission's initiative and considers it reasonable, necessary and proportionate overall, given that children's safety cannot be compromised;
· considers that the proposed extension of generic bans, justified by scientific progress, is proportionate, as it would significantly reduce the number of accidents and diseases associated with toys that are caused by contact with harmful chemicals;
· acknowledges that introducing a Digital Product Passport (DPP) can have an impact on customers' willingness to buy non-compliant toys and can help market surveillance and custom authorities distinguish between compliant and non-compliant toys;
· points out nevertheless that the projected provisions on the DPP can disproportionately negatively impact the market of traditional and personalised non-serial toys and, thereby, suggests introducing dedicated measures to help the manufacturers of such toys;
· invites the Commission to consider the potential threats to child safety that could be brought on by a possible increase in the market share of non-compliant toys as a result of higher toy prices;
· stresses therefore that such risk should be balanced by efficient market surveillance, by paying particular attention to the compliance of imported toys.

	Contact
	Marco Manfroni

	Tel.
	+32 25469140

	Email
	Marco.Manfroni@eesc.europa.eu




· Open finance and payments

	Rapporteur
	João NABAIS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - PT)

	References
	COM(2023) 366 final
COM(2023) 367 final
EESC-2023-03611-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· recommends that the role of the supervisory authorities of the host Member State should be extended and should include more powers with regard to payment institutions that carry out their activities by exercising the right of establishment and the freedom to provide services;
· proposes a range of measures to strengthen consumer protection against new types of fraud and scams: 
· a clear definition of the concept of "gross negligence", "authorisation" and "suspected/actual fraud"; 
· arrangements that clearly define liability in such cases of fraud and/or scams; 
· the definition of a strict framework for sharing responsibilities between payment service providers (PSP), payers and payment recipients, involving other participants in the payment chain; 
· a requirement for increased monitoring of transactions by payment service providers;
· a requirement to invest in the establishment of means to identify fake websites and fake IBANs used by fraudsters; 
· an obligation on payment service providers to participate in alternative dispute resolution mechanisms; 
· the legal means for PSPs to suspend payment services in the event of suspected fraud; 
· the provision of adequate training for PSP staff in this regard, as well as steps to promote user awareness of how to use payment instruments properly, ways to detect fraudsters/scammers, and what to do in the event of fraud/scams.


	Contact
	Silvia Staffa

	Tel.
	+ 32 25468378

	Email
	Silvia.Staffa@eesc.europa.eu





[bookmark: _Toc153539681][bookmark: _Toc153547099][bookmark: _Hlk145944317]AGRICULTURE, RURAL DEVELOPMENT AND THE ENVIRONMENT

· Revision of the Directive on reporting requirements for infrastructures for spatial information

	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2023) 584 final
EESC-2023-05492-00-00-AC



Key points

[bookmark: _Toc153539682][bookmark: _Toc153547100]The EESC:

· [bookmark: _Toc153539683][bookmark: _Toc153547101]unreservedly endorses the content of the proposal and feels that it requires no comment on its part.

	Contact
	Arturo Iniguez

	Tel.
	+32 25468768

	Email
	Arturo.Iniguez@eesc.europa.eu


[bookmark: _Toc153547102]


· Reporting requirements on fish and on vehicles


	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2023) 643 final

	References
	EESC-2023-05493-00-00-AC



Key points

[bookmark: _Toc153539684][bookmark: _Toc153547103]The EESC:

· [bookmark: _Toc153539685][bookmark: _Toc153547104]unreservedly endorses the content of the proposal and feels that it requires no comment on its part.

	Contact
	Arturo Iniguez

	Tel.
	+32 25468768

	Email
	Arturo.Iniguez@eesc.europa.eu


[bookmark: _Toc153547105]


· Revision of the Union's plant health policy

	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2023) 661 final
EESC-2023-05494-00-00-AC



Key points

[bookmark: _Toc153539686][bookmark: _Toc153547106]The EESC:

· [bookmark: _Toc153539687][bookmark: _Toc153547107]unreservedly endorses the content of the proposal and feels that it requires no comment on its part.

	Contact
	Nicolas Stenger

	Tel.
	+32 25468152

	Email
	Nicolas.Stenger@eesc.europa.eu


[bookmark: _Toc153547108]


· Seeds and other plant and forest reproductive material

	Rapporteur
	Arnaud SCHWARTZ (Civil Society Organisations' Group - FR)

	

	References
	COM(2023) 415 final
EESC-2023-03344-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· [bookmark: _Toc153539688][bookmark: _Toc153547109]welcomes the legislative proposal put forward by the European Commission for the production and marketing of plant reproductive material (PRM) and forest reproductive material (FRM). The EESC supports the simplification of the registration rules which will allow for improved diversity of reproductive materials as well as the inclusion of sustainability requirements, in line with the objectives of the European Green Deal. However, the EESC would like to draw attention to a few points that require further consideration;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539689][bookmark: _Toc153547110]emphasises the importance of implementing an effective follow-up and evaluation mechanism to monitor the reduction of administrative burden and red tape for operators in the plant and forest reproductive material sector. This mechanism should be transparent, enabling the identification of persistent obstacles and the implementation of necessary corrective actions;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539690][bookmark: _Toc153547111]calls for explicit implementation of the rights of rural workers and farmers, as laid down in the International Treaty on Plant Genetic Resources for Food and Agriculture (ITPGRFA) and the United Nations Declaration on the Rights of Peasants and Other Rural Workers (UNDROP). These rights include the right to participate in decision-making processes, access and use of plant genetic resources, protection of traditional knowledge, fair and equitable sharing of benefits, access to land and natural resources, and the right to practice traditional agricultural techniques;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539691][bookmark: _Toc153547112]raises concerns about the planned use of numerous delegated acts in the legislative proposal. While acknowledging the necessity of such acts to define practical details, the EESC emphasises the need for clear limitations to prevent them from expanding the scope of the basic regulation or causing uncertainty about its fundamental provisions. Adequate consultation with the Council of Ministers, the European Parliament, the EESC and the concerned stakeholders should be ensured to enhance transparency and democratic scrutiny, taking into account previous criticisms made during the 2013 PRM proposal.

	Contact
	Nicolas Stenger

	Tel.
	+32 25468152

	Email
	Nicolas.Stenger@eesc.europa.eu


[bookmark: _Toc153547113]


· The impact of high energy prices on the agricultural sector and rural areas

	Rapporteur
	Simo TIAINEN (Civil Society Organisations' Group - FI) 

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-01906-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· considers the hikes in energy prices a major concern for the EU, particularly affecting rural areas and the agricultural sector;
· urges Member States to utilize National CAP Strategic Plans over ad hoc policies to address crisis resulting from rapid market changes;
· suggests incorporating counter-cyclical elements in CAP instruments post-2027 to tackle rapidly rising production costs;
· supports initiatives for reducing reliance on fossil-based inputs and emphasizes the need for policy coherence in achieving a green transition;
· advocates for fair contractual practices within the food supply chain that consider higher production costs, calling for harmonization and improved statistical data;
· recognizes the impact of high energy prices on business and economic activity in rural areas, stressing the importance of energy infrastructure development for employment opportunities;
· emphasizes the critical role of rural areas in ensuring food security, strategic autonomy, and resilience, urging commitment to the EU's long-term rural vision;
· highlights the significance of recognizing and promoting local and regional energy communities for a fair and efficient energy transition in rural areas, with a focus on renewable energy communities;
· stresses the importance of energy savings and efficiency in both private and public consumption, advocating for measures such as energy renovations, investments, and less energy-consuming agricultural operations.

	Contact
	Nicolas Stenger

	Tel.
	+32 25468152

	Email
	Nicolas.Stenger@eesc.europa.eu


[bookmark: _Toc153547114]


· NAT/893 – The role of youth in rural development

	Rapporteur
	Nicoletta MERLO (Workers' Group -  IT)

	

	References 
	Own initiative opinion

	
	EESC-2023-01996-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· calls for holistic and cross-sectoral approaches to address challenges present in rural areas, such as depopulation, inadequate services, and obstacles to personal and professional growth. Such approaches should include rural proofing and the EU Youth Test to ensure the effective and lasting implementation of EU policies, reducing inequalities between rural and urban settings and enhancing the attractiveness of rural areas for young people by ensuring equal access to services, infrastructure, and opportunities;
· calls for participatory pathways for generational renewal, intergenerational cooperation and inclusive governance, ensuring the meaningful and structured engagement of young people in decision-making processes at all stages and levels. It also emphasizes the crucial role of initiatives like the Rural Pact, Erasmus+, and the European Solidarity Corps to empower young people;
· highlights the importance of ensuring quality employment opportunities, access to education, support for entrepreneurship, and access to land for young people in rural areas. 

	Contact
	Nicolas Stenger

	Tel.
	+ 32 25468152

	Email
	Nicolas.Stenger@eesc.europa.eu





· Advancing the EU's just transition policy framework: what measures are necessary?

	Rapporteur
	Rudy DE LEEUW (Workers' Group - BE)

	Co-rapporteur
	Arnold PUECH d'ALISSAC (Employers' Group - FR)

	

	References
	Exploratory opinion request by the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the EU

	
	EESC-2023-03928-00-00-AC




Key points

The EESC:

· [bookmark: _Toc153539692][bookmark: _Toc153547115]sets out in this exploratory opinion the six key elements of a Just Transition Policy Framework (JTPF), accompanied by concrete short- and long-term measures;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539693][bookmark: _Toc153547116]stresses that a just transition should be high on the political agenda of the next EU legislature and enshrined in all EU institutions through a holistic, cross-sectoral and coherent approach, and proposes concrete actions, such as 
· [bookmark: _Toc153539694][bookmark: _Toc153547117]the preparation and adoption of a "2050 EU Agenda",
· [bookmark: _Toc153539695][bookmark: _Toc153547118]the appointment of a Commissioner for Just Transition in the next legislature and
· [bookmark: _Toc153539696][bookmark: _Toc153547119]the setup of a Just Transition Observatory;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539697][bookmark: _Toc153547120]believes that the JTPF should be based on the principles of environmental sustainability, the right to a decent life and the protection of social values, and should aim to promote a sustainable economy that provides for the well-being of all within planetary boundaries, including through a comprehensive 2050 EU sustainable development strategy and the necessary reforms of the European Semester;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539698][bookmark: _Toc153547121]believes that the JTPF should preserve and further develop the European social model;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539699][bookmark: _Toc153547122]is convinced that the JTPF should be developed and implemented through meaningful social dialogue and collective bargaining, civil dialogue and the engagement of regional and local authorities. The EESC encourages the development of just transition plans at all levels, together with the protection and training of workers;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539700][bookmark: _Toc153547123]emphasises that the JTPF should be accompanied by EU policies that enable enterprises to become competitive in a fair way, sustainable, stronger and more resilient and to play their part in ensuring a just transition that is people-centred, responsive to local conditions, protects nature and the environment and seizes opportunities;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539701][bookmark: _Toc153547124]is convinced that adequate investment in a just transition is fundamental to realise the JTPF and suggests exploring the possibility of a golden rule and social and environmental conditionalities for investment, as well as reforming the European Stability and Growth Pact to monitor, coordinate and facilitate the spending and reforms needed to achieve the goal of a just transition.

	Contact
	Judit Carreras Garcia

	Tel.
	+32 25468421

	Email
	Judit.CarrerasGarcia@eesc.europa.eu





· Regulation on circularity requirements for vehicle design and end-of life vehicle  management

	Rapporteur
	Bruno CHOIX (Employers' Group - FR)

	

	References 
	COM(2023) 451 final

	
	EESC-2023-03741-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· welcomes the European Commission's proposal for a vehicle regulation on sustainability and circularity, and calls for more ambition in circular vehicle design legislation;
· supports the 25% recycled content requirement for vehicle plastic and suggests similar measures for other materials lacking environmental harnessing;
· endorses vehicle design rules for repairability and calls for safeguards on access to parts, especially electric vehicle batteries;
· backs information and labelling improvements by manufacturers and supports fair representation of treatment facilities in Extended Producer Responsibility organizations;
· welcomes measures for vehicle traceability. It supports requiring a certificate of destruction from treatment facilities for vehicle deregistration;
· supports obligations on Member States to promote the market for reusing end-of-life vehicle parts and recommends the introduction of strict regulations;
· suggests reassessing dismantling obligations considering economic and environmental factors;
· stresses oversight of rules against illegal vehicle treatment. It strongly supports export rules to distinguish between used and end-of-life vehicles.

	Contact
	Ulrike Meissner / Anna Cameron

	Tel.
	+ 32 25469466 / +32 25468228

	Email
	Ulrike.Meissner@eesc.europa.eu / Anna.Cameron@eesc.europa.eu 





[bookmark: _Toc153539702][bookmark: _Toc153547125]EXTERNAL RELATIONS

· Strengthening Multilateralism and core international principles for a rules-based order in a rapidly changing world – The importance of Civil Society contribution to the UN system

	Rapporteur
	Christian MOOS (Civil Society Organisations' Group - DE)

	Co-rapporteur
	Tanja BUZEK (Workers' Group - DE)

	

	References
	EESC-2023-02225-00-00-AC

	
	


Key points

The EESC:
· reiterates the European Union (EU) institutions' obligation to promote universal values according to Art. 2 of the Treaty on European Union (TEU) and respect for the principles of the United Nations (UN) Charter; 
· expects the UN to deliver on its own goals of maintaining peace and security, supporting sustainable development and implementing human rights to the benefit of an increasing number of people. Civil society's contribution is essential for solutions on the ground, achieving the Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs), fostering a just transition and fighting climate change.
· recommends to, in order to enhance the UN's ability to react efficiently to current global challenges, UN Member States in breach of the UN Charter or commitments under UN agreements or conventions should not be allowed to exercise full participation and voting rights;
· expects the EU and its Member States to commit more than ever to strengthening the UN through fundamental reform. UN governance has to become more representative, inclusive and effective. To ensure more equal representation, the Global South needs a stronger say in the UN;
· recommends that the UN has to further develop its integrated Civil Society Organizations System; 
· believes the EU's coordination needs to be improved. It should speak with a single voice and act accordingly in all UN bodies and related institutions. The EESC's contribution to the EU voluntary review and its involvement during the High Representative's presentation at the High-level Political Forum 2023 are good examples of progress.
· recommends that in addition to the introduction of qualified majority decisions, a reform of the EU Treaties on foreign, security and defence policy is worth considering to improve the EU's ability to act and also enhance its influence in the UN.
· commits to making its positions better heard in the processes of formulating the EU's common position on all UN-related matters, to more closely engaging with the EU and Member States' delegations to the UN and to developing a roadmap to engage more with UN bodies relevant to its work.

	Contact
	Ana Dujmović

	Tel.
	+32 25468290

	email
	Ana.Dujmovic@eesc.europa.eu 





· Global battle of offers – from the Chinese Belt and Road initiative to the EU Global Gateway: the vision of European organised civil society

	Rapporteur
	Stefano PALMIERI (Workers' Group - IT)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-00430-00-00-AC-TRA



Key points

The EESC:

· welcomes the EU's decision to promote the principle of the open strategic autonomy of the Union, which seeks to invest in the dissemination of democratic values, high standards, good governance and transparency through successful infrastructure projects. To this end, the EESC welcomes the launch of the Global Gateway initiative at the end of 2021;
· argues that the Global Gateway will strengthen economic and political ties with the EU's partner countries, ensuring respect for its democratic and social principles while enabling the EU to compete effectively on a global level in the provision of infrastructure;
· stresses how important it is that the Global Gateway investment programmes must be based on impact assessments. These assessments should not only take into account aspects of strategic geopolitical relevance, but also ensure democratic participation in development initiatives in partner countries and ensure the economic, social and environmental sustainability of projects;
· regrets the lack of real involvement of local European stakeholders, such as civil society organisations and social partners, in the overall process of development, monitoring, evaluating and implementing projects under the BRI in the EU. In this regard, the EESC would like to play a more active role in the key stages of the decision-making process for development projects associated with the BRI and the Global Gateway;
· stresses the need for BRI and Global Gateway projects to respect a number of principles and objectives, including compliance with EU values and the submission of detailed impact assessments to ensure their suitability.

	Contact
	Sveto Trajkovski

	Tel.
	+32 25469075

	Email
	Sveto.Trajkovski@eesc.europa.eu



· 
EU Climate Diplomacy

	Rapporteur
	Stefano MALLIA (Employers' Group - MT)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-01864-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· [bookmark: _Toc153539703][bookmark: _Toc153547126]underlines that the current climate crisis is of an existential nature and urges all stakeholders to take an immediate, real and bold action;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539704][bookmark: _Toc153547127]calls for upgrading the Climate Diplomacy to the status of flagship action of the EU's external affairs and foreign policy;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539705][bookmark: _Toc153547128]acknowledges the work that has been done so far and praises the role of the EU as a "leadiator" in international climate negotiations combining leadership and mediation in shaping international climate action responses which encompass both the causes (mitigation) and the consequences (adaptation) of climate change;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539706][bookmark: _Toc153547129]firmly promotes a broader view of European climate diplomacy, which entails an array of different actions involving not only state but also non-state actors and civil society organisations, private stakeholders, businesses, and trade unions;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539707][bookmark: _Toc153547130]calls on EU to spearhead and develop infrastructure, finance, and governance pathways by mobilizing public and private financial sources to assist partner and neighbouring countries to manage the impacts of the European Green Deal;
· [bookmark: _Toc153539708][bookmark: _Toc153547131]encourages the EU to adopt a comprehensive strategy of climate diplomacy with short- and long-term priorities, that would integrate climate actions into all fields of external action (including security and defence, trade, investments, transport, migration, development cooperation, financial and technical assistance, culture and health);
· [bookmark: _Toc153539709][bookmark: _Toc153547132]urges Member States to ensure a better coordination in order to align their foreign policy with climate imperatives and the EU Green Deal goals
· [bookmark: _Toc153539710][bookmark: _Toc153547133]invites the EU institutions to enrich the climate diplomacy toolbox with initiatives aiming not only to raise climate ambitions but also to share the EU’s experience and address climate-related risks.
· [bookmark: _Toc153539711][bookmark: _Toc153547134]recalls its proposals for establishing a Civil Society Climate Diplomacy Network and for strengthening the Domestic Advisory Groups (DAGs).


	Contact
	Ewa Tomaszewska

	Tel.
	+32 25469724

	Email
	Ewa.Tomaszewska@eesc.europa.eu




[bookmark: _Toc153539712][bookmark: _Toc153547135]TRANSPORT, ENERGY, INFRASTRUCTURE AND THE INFORMATION SOCIETY

· Revision of Regulations in the fields of road transport and aviation

	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2023) 591 final 

	
	EESC-2023-05539-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· Since the Committee unreservedly endorses the content of the proposal and feels that it requires no comment on its part, it decided to issue an opinion endorsing the proposed text.

	Contact
	Maja Radman

	Tel.
	+32 2 546 9051

	email
	Maja.Radman@eesc.europa.eu





· Revision of Directives in the fields of road transport and aviation

	
	

	

	References
	Category C opinion
COM(2023) 592 final

	
	EESC-2023-05540-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· Since the Committee unreservedly endorses the content of the proposal and feels that it requires no comment on its part, it decided to issue an opinion endorsing the proposed text.

	Contact
	Maja RADMAN

	Tel.
	+32 2 546 9051

	Email
	Maja.Radman@eesc.europa.eu





· Posting of drivers in the European transport sector: challenges and opportunities

	Rapporteur 
	Alena MASTANTUONO (Employers' Group - CZ)

	Co-rapporteur 
	Mateusz SZYMAŃSKI (Workers' Group - PL)

	

	References
	Exploratory opinion requested by the Belgian Presidency of the Council of the EU
EESC-2023-03702-00-00-AC


Key points

The EESC:

· calls on the European Commission and the European Labour Authority (ELA) to assist the Member States and the road transport sector with coordinated interpretation of the Mobility Package and control methodology;
· highlights that safety considerations, including the prevention of accidents and the protection of drivers and other road users, should be at the forefront of any regulatory and operational decisions;
· invites all Member States and relevant authorities to actively use the Internal Market Information system (IMI);
· encourages the European Commission and Member States to ensure a smooth transition to smart tachograph 2, version 2;
· suggests developing a digital application which would calculate the remuneration of posted drivers in real time;
· urges all public authorities to act decisively to ensure equal treatment on the EU labour market regardless of country of origin.

	Contact
	Aleksandra Šarman-Grilc

	Tel.
	+ 32 25468333

	Email
	Aleksandra.SarmanGrilc@eesc.europa.eu





[bookmark: _Toc153539713][bookmark: _Toc153547136][bookmark: _Hlk150176313]CONSULTATIVE COMMISSION ON INDUSTRIAL CHANGE 

· Industrial Policy as an instrument to reduce dependencies and boost an EU market for green products in the resource and energy-intensive industries (REIIs)

	Rapporteur 
	Matteo Carlo BORSANI (Employers' Group - IT)

	Co-rapporteur 
	Dirk JARRÉ (Cat. 3 - DE)

	

	References
	Own-initiative opinion
EESC-2023-01023-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:
· is convinced that decarbonising society and the European economy may create a virtuous cycle for resource and energy-intensive industries (REIIs) and for the environment, increasing the demand for decarbonised products from REIIs;
· stresses the need for REIIs to be properly involved in related policymaking and in implementing the EU's ambitions for climate neutrality at all levels, and recommends sector-specific policies to be developed in accordance with the specific obstacles and needs of the different REIIs branches and increased coordination and coherence between industrial policies, commercial policies and climate policies at European Commission level;
· notes that Europe has been quick to set ambitious targets for the European Green Deal, but has been slow to update framework conditions to allow for a speedy transformation;
· stresses that ensuring financing and investment support for the green transition is vital. Market creation policy instruments and consumer policies can also incentivise the shift towards green products and technologies;
· underlines that both demand-side and supply-side interventions are necessary for an effective industrial policy. Demand-side interventions can include promoting European content in products, implementing sustainable public procurement, and creating a market for green products. Supply-side interventions can involve creating a regulatory framework to support clean-tech production models, facilitating the production and consumption of decarbonised energy, and supporting the development of hydrogen infrastructure;
· finds that the introduction of long-term mechanisms to facilitate the production, accessibility, and consumption of decarbonised electricity and energy at globally competitive prices is also important for the global competitiveness of EU industries – especially the REIIs;
· stresses that the EU's ambitious climate goals will not be reached without a global level playing field through a well-designed trade policy and strong trade defence instruments (TDI);
· wants the EU should to achieve its climate objectives while fostering economic growth and job creation. Measures for upskilling and reskilling workers should be implemented in all Member States;
· urges the Commission and Member States to set up a strategic industrial policy to intensify sectoral industrial policies and the necessary changes in the EU governance system.

	Contact
	Gerald Klec

	Tel.
	+32 25469909

	Email
	ccmi2@eesc.europa.eu 




· Securing Europe's medicine supply: envisioning a Critical Medicines Act

	Rapporteur
	Lech PILAWSKI (Employers' Group - PL)

	Co-rapporteur
	Thomas STUDENT (Cat. 2 - DE)

	References
	Exploratory opinion requested by the Belgian presidency of the Council of the EU
EESC-2023-03800-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC :

· highlights the importance of mitigating dependencies (specially on Asia and USA) for the production of active pharmaceutical ingredients (APIs) and essential medicines. Securing access to these resources and an EU based production of the entire supply chain will strength the resilience and the strategic autonomy of the EU;
· recommends increasing investment attractiveness, stimulate research and development efforts, review pricing policy, and creating financial and institutional support in order to restore the production of active substances and essential medicines, i.e. generics, in the EU. Actions in this direction will also have a positive impact on the labour market;
· calls on European Commission to set up a new, comprehensive EU mechanism to support the production of APIs and finished medicines: the Critical Medicines Act;
· supports a Critical Medicines Act, as an overarching regulatory framework including:
· a legislative framework setting out the process for choosing which APIs are to be reshored in Europe;
· a financing mechanism to develop industrial infrastructure for producing APIs and finished medicines in Europe (R&D, investment in infrastructure and technology and operating costs during the financing period);
· relevant EU guidelines on pricing in the European market for finished products, and on reimbursement so that APIs and finished medicines produced in Europe can be competitive.

	Contact
	Laia Tomas Vinardell

	Tel.
	+32 25469149

	Email
	Laia.TomasVinardell@eesc.europa.eu 




· Initiative on virtual worlds

	Rapporteur
	Andrea MONE (Workers' Group - IT)

	Co-rapporteur
	Patrice CHAZERAND (Cat. 1 - FR)

	
	

	References 
	COM(2023) 442 final
EESC-2023-03581-00-00-AC



Key points

The EESC:

· supports the Commission's objective of investigating a sector whose benefits and, especially, its risks, still need to be clarified and which will profoundly affect the near future and, above all, future generations; is of the opinion that there is an urgent need to examine whether existing legislation is sufficient and adaptable, or whether new legislation is needed;
· while supporting the four pillars laid out in the Communication, thinks that the social dimension of virtual worlds, crucial for each and every pillar, deserves more attention, especially regarding how virtual worlds impact the working conditions, health and safety of those using or working in them, as well as vulnerable people; 
· deems important to foster the development of global industry standards and interoperability protocol standards, to promote public-private cooperation to grow industrial virtual worlds while ensuring compliance with ethical and regulatory standards, to fund research and innovation projects dedicated to virtual worlds, to enforce all relevant existing legislation (such as competition, data protection, intellectual property), and to assess concrete measures to develop sustainable virtual worlds.

	Contact 
	Marie-Laurence DRILLON

	Tel.
	+32 25468320

	Email 
	Marie-Laurence.Drillon@eesc.europa.eu 
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EESC-2023-04915-00-00-TCD-TRA (EN) 2/6
image1.jpeg
. -
European Economic
and Social Committee




