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On Thursday 14 and Friday 15 November 2013, the Economic and Social Council of Greece 

(ΟΚΕ) hosted the annual meeting of presidents and secretaries-general of the economic and social 

councils (ESCs) of the Member States of the European Union (EU) and the European Economic and 

Social Committee (EESC).  

 

The annual meeting of ESC presidents and secretaries-general is the culmination of on-going contacts 

and cooperation at European level, and the meeting in Athens was especially significant owing to the 

financial crisis in Europe and the role civil society was called upon to play or was already playing.  

 

The Athens meeting brought together presidents, secretaries-general and top officials from the 

ESCs of 16 EU Member States: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, the Czech Republic, 

France, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Luxembourg, Malta, the Netherlands, Romania, 

Slovakia and Spain. 

 

Subjects discussed during the meeting included:  

 

a) social and civil dialogue at a time of national and European crisis, and  

 

b) youth unemployment and policies for tackling it.  

These themes were of critical importance to all the EU's Member States, but especially to the southern 

countries, which had been sorely tested by the economic and social crisis. The ESC presidents 

attending the meeting expressed their full and unremitting support to Greece in particular in this 

respect. 
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The two-day meeting generated the following positive results:  

 

a) meeting conclusions, to be further developed by all the ESCs at national and European level, and   

b) a joint declaration by all the ESCs that took part in the meeting. 

 

The meeting opened with a welcoming speech by the President of the Hellenic Parliament, Evangelos 

Meimarakis. The session on youth unemployment and policies for tackling it, meanwhile, included a 

statement by the state secretary for employment, social protection and welfare, Vasileios 

Kegkeroglou.  

 

Statements were also made by the presidents and secretaries-general of the ESCs of the EU and by 

EESC president Henri Malosse, EESC Workers' Group president Georgios Dassis, OKE president 

Christos Polyzogopoulos, OKE vice-presidents Nikolaos Skorinis, Ilias Iliopoulos and Panagiotis 

Peveretos, and OKE executive committee member Georgios Vernikos. 
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