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REPUBLIC OF SLOVENIA
ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL COUNCIL




Dear ladies and gentlemen,


first of all I would like to congratulate the representatives of the Economic and Social Council of Slovakia and the European Economic and Social Committee on their hospitality and for excellent organization of this year's meeting of the Presidents and Secretaries-General of the Economic and Social Councils of the EU Member States.


Points of principle of the Republic of Slovenia concerning the key topics for the discussion about the future of the European Union

I. INTRODUCTION

The discussion about the future of the European Union (EU) began after the announcement of the result of the referendum about the exit of the United Kingdom from the EU in June 2016. The discussion is based on some key agreements between EU heads of state and governments, as well as contributions such as the Bratislava Roadmap of September 2016, the White Paper on the future of Europe and individual thematic contributions of the Commission, the Rome Declaration of leaders of 27 Member States and three EU institutions from March 2017, the speech given by the president of the European Commission Juncker about the situation in the EU and the announced work programme of the Commission, and France’s initiative for a more integrated EU. President of the European Council, Mr Tusk, finally proposed the Leaders' Agenda to organise operational priorities in the framework of the European Council in terms of time and contents. 

The Leaders' Agenda focuses on concrete areas that are of the highest concern for EU citizens and are based on the Bratislava Declaration: migration and external borders, internal and external security, economic and social development, and young people. The Agenda also proposes the steps necessary for the implementation of mid-term objectives from the Rome Declaration: a safe and secure EU, a prosperous and sustainable Europe, a social Europe and a stronger Europe on the global scene. In addition, the Agenda includes some other issues such as institutional issues, addressing the next multi-annual financial framework, the internal market sector, etc. 

The basic question is what a Union of twenty-seven members should actually be. An effective response to numerous challenges encountered in migration, the economy and social security, development, external policy, and security and defence can be developed only in the spirit of cooperation and unity because the challenges exceed the abilities of individual member states.

At this stage the ambition of the discussion about the future of the EU is the Lisbon Treaty and its still untapped potential. Decisions are expected to be adopted by the spring of 2019. 

The key issues the leaders will be deciding on include migration and agreements about the internal and external dimensions of its management, internal and external aspects of security, defence, social issues, institutional issues and the reform of the economic and monetary union. 

The basic positions for the discussion about the future of the EU are drafted on the basis of the Declaration on Foreign Policy of the Republic of Slovenia, the Foreign Policy Strategy of the Republic of Slovenia, the Declaration on Slovenia's Policy Orientations in EU Institutions in the period until the end of 2018, and the positions adopted for the participation at the Council and European Council meetings confirmed by the Government and presented at the National Assembly, which the representatives of the Government of the Republic of Slovenia have represented so far in the framework of discussions in the EU. 


II. GENERAL POINTS OF PRINCIPLE CONCERNING THE DEVELOPMENT OF THE EU


Point of principle: 

Slovenia advocates the necessity of a strong and unified EU, which must develop so that all member states are committed to working in the same framework and to pursuing the same objectives. The unity and solidarity of the member states are of key importance. 

Should progress in the format of all member states prove impossible, Slovenia allows for the possibility of different paces of progress for individual members, provided that certain conditions are fulfilled. Being a part of the most closely integrated part of the EU is in Slovenia's strategic interest. 

The EU should be consolidated and deepened, including the existing fundamental EU policies that essentially contribute to the stabilisation and cohesion of the EU. The agenda of common consideration should be strategic and focused on priorities on which the leaders have already agreed, with the emphasis on seeking answers and solutions in specific key fields.



III. KEY AREAS FOR DISCUSSION ABOUT THE FUTURE OF THE EU


1.	Common Foreign and Security Policy and Defence Policy


Point of principle:

Slovenia is in favour of further strengthening and deepening of the EU cooperation in security and defence. At the national level, in the framework of PESCO, it adopted a national implementation plan, whereby it made a commitment to achieving the agreed objectives regarding the amount and structure of defence expenditure, to build defence capacities, to provide operational capacities, to participate in multi-national projects of capacity building at the EU level and to cooperate in joint capacity building and joint investment projects, to make efforts for strengthening the competitiveness of the European defence industry, and to make a positive impact on the technological and industrial base in the framework of the European Defence Agency. Slovenia must fulfil its commitments in a reliable manner.

Slovenia will adopt various measures to promote the inclusion of Slovenian economic and technological subjects in joint development projects. It will ensure systematic development and upgrade of civil capacities of crisis management, especially in the sense of additional capacities for the management of new sources of threats. 

As regards the strengthening of cooperation with external partners Slovenia will continue to advocate complementary capacity building and the advancement of cooperation with NATO, the strengthening of resilience of partners and the further strengthening of instruments of preventive action. 



2.	Migration and Asylum and Internal Security

Point of principle: 

Since the potential exposure to migration flows is still high, Slovenia continues to support a joint response of the EU to the migration issue, pointing out both internal and external aspects. The EU should continue to strive for the implementation of measures that will gradually contribute to the elimination of reasons for illegal migration to the EU, for the stopping or reduction of illegal migration flows, and for the establishment of legal, regulated and safe migration.

Slovenia estimates that the EU should continue to consider all migration routes and to mobilise all available resources and appropriate instruments of the EU and the member states to this end. Slovenia points out the importance of strengthening a partnership-based cooperation with countries of origin and transit while strengthening the supervision of the crossing of external EU borders, intensifying the fight against smugglers and human traffickers and improving the efficiency of return policies. 

It is essential for Slovenia that the Schengen area again becomes a zone without internal border control and remains such a zone in the future.

3.	Deepening of the Economic and Monetary Union

Point of principle: 

Slovenia intends to remain firmly anchored in the most closely integrated core of the EU. The general position of Slovenia is that the discussion about the deepening of the EMU should not threaten the unity of the EU. The EMU must remain open to all. 

Slovenia advocates the effective management of the EMU, where all voices can be heard. In this field, too, Slovenia advocates primarily the communitarian approach; it considers intergovernmental solutions only as a second option. The aim of the deepening of the EMU should be the promotion of (upward) convergence of economies in the EMU and EU. In this process Slovenia will pay particular attention to the consideration of specificities of small, open economies. 

Slovenia is open towards some proposals that will be on the table in the discussion about the future of the EU, e.g. towards a certain form and scope of financial capacity; in this context, it will pay particular attention to the related issue of fiscal effects. 


4.	Social Dimension of the EU

Point of principle: 

Slovenia supports further integration of the EU in social matters. In this light it also supported the proposal of the European Union in respect of referred workers, striving for a reasonable resolution of the transport sector issue. 
 
Slovenia advocates that the European pillar of social rights must be open and accessible to all, not only to the Eurozone countries. Its implementation should be a primary responsibility of national governments in cooperation with social partners at all levels, in accordance with their competences.


5.	 Institutional Issues 

Point of principle: 

The point of principle of Slovenia is that the discussion about the future of the EU shall give priority to the questions of effective resolution of common challenges rather than to institutional issues. This is, namely, what the citizens of Europe expect from us. When only institutional issues are addressed, this is, namely, related to the question of political power or power relations between institutions. Slovenia advocates the preservation of institutional balances, taking into consideration the tendency for the weakening of the communitarian principle of operation at the expense of the intergovernmental principle; this tendency has increased for the last two decades and is underpinned by the tension of big member states to increase their direct influence at the expense of joint institutions and influence of smaller member states. If new institutional solutions are needed, Slovenia will strive for their introduction within the legal and institutional framework of the EU. 


Conclusion:

At this year's meeting we are talking about the future of Europe. At the beginning of this month, the National Assembly elections took place in Slovenia. We voted on the representatives of the National Assembly. Given the number of parties who have reached the threshold of the parliament and the priorities of their programs, the composition of the new government will be difficult to assemble. In any case, the parliamentary parties agree with the guidelines, differing only their paths, how to reach the goal. Therefore, the members of the Economic and Social Council, in which are both the social partners and the Government of the Republic of Slovenia, are working to form a solid coalition as soon as possible, leading Slovenia to the implementation of the European Commission's recommendations for a better future for Europe.
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