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The future of Europe 
Main concerns of the Romanian ESC 

Nearly a year after the European Commission president, Jean-Claude Juncker launched the five scenarios set out in the White Paper on the future of Europe and the way forward, and two years after the Bratislava Declaration, the decision makers of the national and European economic and social councils are once again in Bratislava to examine what needs to be done to bolster the European Union in the wake of Brexit and tackle the challenges of:
a. political instability and the spread of populism,
b. uncontrolled migration,
c. globalisation and the impact of new technologies on society and the labour force, and
d. the security of the EU Member States and the threat of terrorism.
Due to the structure of Romania's ESC, which comprises representatives of trade unions, employers and civil society, we cannot restrict ourselves to:
1 – the social dimension of Europe, which we consider to be crucial given the state of play brought about by globalisation and new technologies, primarily digitalisation. 
The social partners have a duty to review and update the European Social Charter by making the social partners responsible and abolishing neo-liberal measures intended to undermine the trade unions by introducing, by force, so-called employee representatives (that is to say, representatives of people who do not want to organise themselves);
2 – issues touching on the enlargement of the European Union, the deepening of Economic and Monetary Union, the future EU budget and/or the challenges posed by globalisation, which will need to be enacted by means of national legislation.
National legislation will transpose European directives and recommendations, in which our national-level consultative point of point, forwarded by our representatives in the EESC (European Economic and Social Committee) would be decisive. I refer here to a stronger role for opinions and steps to address the dysfunctions that we have flagged up;
3 – the security of the EU's borders, terrorism and uncontrolled migration, which are critical for society and for Romania as a country on the EU's eastern front – as least at present, for we hope that Ukraine and the Republic of Moldova will shortly be joining the ranks of the 27 EU members. Romania's ESC is and will be involved in these matters, both through the adoption of specific legislative acts and through public information and awareness-raising campaigns.

Romania's ESC will be heavily involved in the debates on the White Paper on the future of the European Union, both in connection with the national interest as a member of the European Union, and through the international commitments that we have made with the similar organisations with which we are working, particularly in the area of digitalisation, on effective measures to help young people join the labour market. 
Particularly given that Romania will be holding the presidency of the European Council, we consider that in the June 2019 European Parliament elections, it is imperative that future MEPs be put to the vote on the basis of the initiatives designed to strengthen the EU and consolidate democracy, with due regard for Europeans and the promises made to stop the spread of populism and extremism.


Iacob Baciu
President
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Membre fondateur de 1' Association Internationale des Conseils économiques et sociaux et institutions similaires (AICESIS)
Membre de I'Union des Conseils économiques et sociaux et institutions similaires des Etats et gouvernements membres de la Francophonie (UCESIF)

,Le Conseil Economique et Social est un organe consultatif du Parlement et du Gouvernement dans les domaines de spécialité
établis par sa loi organique de constitution, organisation et fonctionnement.” (Art. 141 de la Constitution de la Roumanie révisée)




