The future of Europe is a broad topic and a rather impalpable one for our council. In the narrower sense – that is to say, the future of the shared European project that is the European Union –, it is not something our council devotes too much attention to, although it is one of the issues that crops up in discussions of other matters. All the more emphasis is given, then, to the wider debate on the future of the continent, particularly against the backdrop of increasing digitalisation and the fourth industrial revolution and the impact of these on the labour market and society as a whole, since this process must be seen in the wider context of the overall changes to how society operates.EN
EN

The debate on the future of Europe in the narrower sense has become relatively more heated over recent times and has started to become an important issue in many countries. On the one hand, there are the repeated assertions about deepening integration and the need for "more Europe"; on the other, many countries have recently witnessed nationalist tendencies, a turning away from deeper integration and an attempt to go back to the origins and roots of the integration process in Europe. These tendencies are often reflected in the public mood and election outcomes. Europe is increasingly polarised, with not only north and south pitted against each other, but east and west as well. True dialogue – trying to listen to and understand the arguments and position of the other side – is in retreat and some views are being rammed home more by force than force of argument.
Thanks to the significant progress on human and civil rights since the end of World War II, the whole of civil society can – and must – get involved in the debates going on all over the continent. This is something the governments of all countries probably realise. Without a full-blown civil and social dialogue there can be no genuine democracy in the 21st century.
As I said earlier, since the Czech economic and social council, the Council of Economic and Social Agreement, is a purely tripartite body, it serves as the forum for social dialogue between the social partners and the government. This is one reason why the future of Europe in this narrow sense is not a matter that receives great attention. This does not mean, however, that the social partners have ignored the future of Europe entirely. It is discussed primarily in the broader context of the changes taking place in traditional areas of interest for employers and employees: in the world of work, in the development of economies and in social systems.
Globalisation, digitalisation, non-discrimination, equal pay: these are some of the issues that permeate virtually any discussion in the council and are also closely linked to the general discussion on the future of Europe, which in turn bears on these issues. But the social partners are also involved in the discussion on the future of the EU within our council when looking at broader political issues, such as drawing funding from the European Structural Funds and preparing for the new post-2020 programming period, the financial framework for the Common Agricultural Policy, the revision of the directive on the posting of workers, the opportunities for migrant workers on the labour market, and many other things. 
In these areas, too, we can see potential for greater involvement of the social partners in discussions on the future of the continent. This involvement could bring to the ongoing debates a new perspective from social dialogue – one unburdened by predictable political positions: new ideas capable of freeing up apparent deadlocks and drawing on the experience over many years of conducting social dialogue and collective bargaining to breathe new life into the discussion.
I would like to end there so I can give room for further discussion – discussion which could, I believe, be very stimulating for the work of the economic and social councils in our countries in the future, which could help in seeking new subjects for discussion and working methods and could contribute to the options for further involvement of the social partners in the discussion on the future of Europe.
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