


[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ]

Annual meeting of the ESCs of EU countries
14 – 15 June 2018
Bratislava

Address by Mr Bruno Genty,
vice-president of the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council


Mr Jahier,
presidents,
secretary-generals,

First of all, allow me to offer my heartfelt thanks our Slovak friends for giving us such a warm welcome.
The French Economic, Social and Environmental Council is greatly interested in the topic of the future of Europe and this is reflected in many of our recent activities, both to strengthen the EU, but also to raise the profile and strengthen the message of organised civil society from the various Member States.
With regard to strengthening the EU, in June 2017 we adopted a resolution on the White Paper on the future of the European Union, which was put forward by the European Commission. In this text, our assembly stated that a positive future for the EU could only be achieved by listening more attentively to organised civil society, which could help us to mobilise people across all Member States. We also affirm that sustainable development, including its three components - economic, social and environmental - must remain at the heart of the European project. Moreover, we call for better governance, which should involve facilitating the participation of civil society and the organisations it represents prior to the taking of any EU decisions. With regard to the five scenarios proposed by the Commission, the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council favours scenario 3 ("Those who want more do more", which is based in particular on the possibilities for "enhanced cooperation" between certain states on a voluntary basis) and scenario 5 ("Doing Much More Together"), provided that they are consolidated by the inclusion of strong social and environmental dimensions. The EESC encourages stakeholders, including heads of state and government, to be bold in order to bring a dynamic and progressive vision to Europe. To avoid disillusionment and reinvigorate the European project, a scenario must be agreed upon that enables the EU27 to pursue ambitious goals accompanied by a gradual approach that gives priority to identified projects with a view to consolidating the EU's social acquis, strengthening its social cohesion and staying on track with the Sustainable Development Goals. This resolution was adopted a year ago (27 June 2017) by the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council by 169 votes for, 7 abstentions and 1 vote against.
As you know, the President of the French Republic has launched a programme of citizens' consultations throughout the European Union. The Economic, Social and Environmental Council hosted the official launch of these in France. We will hold a citizens' consultation during the fourth quarter of 2018 and we will also host the closing ceremony for these consultations on Europe at the beginning of November this year.
Our European societies are at a crossroads. On the one hand, we must unfortunately recognise that the EU is not doing well. We are faced with the rise of extremism and euroscepticism, the departure of our British friends from the EU, and the large number of people who feel that Europe is too remote from them and from their concerns, that it has no long-term goals or unifying vision.
On the other hand, there are opportunities for us to build a Europe that is closer to the people, innovative and protective, open to the world and with respect for the various territories that make it up. The recent G7 summit has left us with our back against the wall.  The necessary ecological transition and its associated social element is another opportunity to build shared economic projects as well as being a source of social progress
Faced with this mixed assessment, civil societies and, in particular, the main organisations that make them up, have an essential role to play, provided that the EU institutions and the respective governments listen to them. However, as Mr Jahier noted, this also depends on their willingness to go beyond good intentions and solid data in order to propose real solutions to the challenges. Europe needs a vision, as Kris Degroote rightly pointed out.
But the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council does not only show its strong attachment to the EU during events; it does so on a daily basis. Its publication of opinions and partnership with the European Economic and Social Committee demonstrate this.
The partnership with the European ESC, which was concluded in June 2017 after a year of coordinated effort, aims to combine the European and national levels and to cooperate in order to ensure that the voice of European civil society is better heard. It is characterised by action taken in our respective assemblies but also by complementary work on certain topics (actions in plenary sessions, cross-hearings during working groups...). This was the case with our opinion on climate justice and our initiative on the structural funds. We hope that this still very new partnership will be strengthened in the years to come and thus make our assemblies more visible, especially vis-à-vis the media, so that our voices carry more weight.
The opinions voted for by our members incorporate the community element in an almost systematic way; it would be unnecessarily time-consuming to mention them all. Nevertheless, we feel it would be useful to cite the opinion that we adopted in 2015 on posted workers, which allowed us to improve the law somewhat; and another very recent opinion on asylum seekers, which was picked up by the media in France. The opinion on the European maritime transport policy has enabled effective collaboration between the ad-hoc working groups of the European ESC and the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council. In fact, our opinion on the European Pillar of Social Rights was part of an approach promoted by the European ESC, and I recall a meeting in Madrid similar to this one, which enabled us to enrich our thinking. Echoing the words of Mr Jahier and Mr Richter, I would like to note that, on Wednesday 20 June, our council will vote on an opinion on the European structural funds, in other words on a concrete way to strengthen the Community's territorial cohesion. 
The French Economic, Social and Environmental Council is committed to its three pillars: economic, social and environmental. The economy cannot act sustainably to the detriment of the natural environment or of individual people.  If it does, it is heading towards an impasse and an unprecedented crisis. Climate change, the scarcity of resources, the loss of biodiversity ... these are here as a reminder to us. Likewise, an effective ecological transition cannot take place to the detriment of our economies and the fate of the workers. This is why we are talking about transition and the social and economic support it requires. With this in mind, we are pleased that in addition to corporatist interests, the number of councils integrating the environmental dimension is growing in the world both in terms of the opinions produced by these civil society assemblies and also occasionally in the changes to the names of these assemblies. This is the case in Morocco, in Côte d'Ivoire, in Chile and now in Wallonia. In relation to this, I was interviewed a little over a year ago by the Walloon Parliament along with a colleague who was a French employer and another from a trade union. All three of us could testify to the fact that, despite the fears prompted by the 2010 reform, the addition of a representative from environmental organisations to the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council has brought real added value to our work and enriched our results. I am delighted that this work is able to take effect in Wallonia and lead to the creation of an economic, social and environmental council.
For the French Economic, Social and Environmental Council, the past year has strongly encouraged us to mobilise around the French constitutional reform project, which will have an impact on our council. The Economic, Social and Environmental Council has made the strategic choice to take an active part in this reform rather than submit to it. At present, it is still a little early to say what the reform will change because we only have a draft constitutional law at the moment. However, it seems certain that our "Civil Society Chamber" will see its membership change from 233 members to 150-160. We should be consulted by our government on all draft legislation relating economic, social and environmental issues, prior to the Council of Ministers and thus to the transmission of draft laws to Parliament. In addition, the long-term impact of these texts should be taken into account. We should also be responsible for public consultation under conditions that remain to be specified, including in a future organic law. Finally, the Economic, Social and Environmental Council should be placed at the crossroads of consultations, which may result in the disappearance of a certain number of specialised consultative structures in a specific area or these being made available to the Council. It should be noted that since the start of the 2015-2020 term, we have made a number of changes ourselves, some of which are reflected in the draft constitutional reform. In particular, I am referring to all aspects of public participation, both through petition monitoring as well as via participatory platforms (physical and digital).
To conclude, I would like to invite you to participate in the AICESIS General Assembly, which will be held in Paris on Monday 17 and Tuesday 18 September.
I hope it will be an opportunity for us to meet once more and continue our discussion. 
Thank you.


APPENDIX 1 
Opinions produced by CESE on European issues (2015-2020 term of office)

	Title
	Date / Section
	Rapporteurs
	Summary

	REFORM OF THE EUROPEAN STRUCTURAL FUNDS
	Opinion adopted on 20/06/2018 by the European and International Affairs Section (EIA)
	Adria Houbairi and
Jean-Luc Bennahmias

	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2018/FI19_réforme_fonds_structurels_europeens.pdf 

	ANNUAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF FRANCE (NRP 2018)

	Opinion adopted on 12/06/2018
Economic and finance section
	Patricia Blancard and Françoise VIlain

	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2018/FI16_raef_2018.pdf 

	ASYLUM PATHWAYS AND POLICIES IN THE EUROPEAN UNION

	Opinion adopted on 23/05/2018
EIA section
	Emelyn Weber and Paul Fourier

	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2018/FI15_demandeurs_asile_ue.pdf 

	INDUSTRY: A DRIVER FOR GROWTH AND FOR THE FUTURE
	Opinion adopted on 27/03/2018
Economic activities section
	Marie-Claire Cailletaud
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2018/FI08_industrie_croissance_avenir.pdf 

	THE CESE'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE 2018 NRP
	Bureau communication 20/03/2018
EIA section
	Paul Fourier
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Avis/2018/pnr_2018.pdf 

	HOW CAN ENERGY TRANSITION BE ACCELERATED? OPINION ON THE IMPLEMENTATION OF LAW ON ENERGY TRANSITION FOR GREEN GROWTH
	Opinion adopted on 28/02/2018
Environment section
	Guillaume Duval and Madeleine Charru 
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2018/FI04_loi_transition_energetique.pdf 

	WHAT CATALYSTS ARE NEEDED TO STRENGTHEN THE COMPETITIVENESS OF FRENCH AGRICULTURE AND FOOD PROCESSING?
	Opinion adopted on 24/01/2018
Agriculture, fisheries and food section
	Jacques Pasquier
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2017/FI15_fermes_aquacoles.pdf 

	THE ROLE OF FRANCE IN A DYNAMIC FRANCOPHONIE
	Opinion adopted on 10/01/2018
EIA section
	Marie-Béatrice Levaux

	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2018/FI01_francophonie.pdf

	RESOLUTION ON THE WHITE PAPER ON THE FUTURE OF EUROPE PRESENTED BY THE EUROPEAN COMMISSION

	Bureau resolution adopted on 27/06/2017

	Patrick Bernasconi
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Resolutions/2017/2017_16_resolution_avenir_europe.pdf

	MARINE AND CONTINENTAL AQUACULTURAL FARMS: ISSUES AND CONDITIONS FOR SUCCESSFUL SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
	Opinion adopted on 13/06/2017
Agriculture, Fisheries and Food Section 
	Joëlle Prevot-Madeira and Elodie Martin-Cousty
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2017/FI15_fermes_aquacoles.pdf 

	ANNUAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF FRANCE
RECONCILING FRANCE
	Opinion adopted on 23/05/2017
Economic and finance section
	Guillaume Duval and
Pierre Lafont
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2017/FI13_raef.pdf 

	THE CESE'S CONTRIBUTION TO THE 2017 NATIONAL REFORM PROGRAMME (NRP)
	Contribution to the debate adopted on 24/04/2017
EIA section
	Paul Fourier

	http://www.lecese.fr/documents/PNR.pdf 

	EUROPEAN MARITIME TRANSPORT POLICY IN RELATION TO THE CHALLENGES OF SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AND CLIMATE COMMITMENTS

	Opinion adopted on 12/04/2017
EIA section
	Jacques Beall

	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2017/FI11_transport%20maritime.pdf

	BUILDING A EUROPE WITH A SOCIAL PILLAR

	Opinion adopted on 14/12/2016
Social and health affairs section/section for work and employment
	Etienne Caniard and Emelyn Weber
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2016/FI15_europe_socle_droits_sociaux.pdf

	TAX AVOIDANCE MECHANISMS AND THEIR IMPACT ON TAX APPROVAL AND SOCIAL COHESION

	Opinion adopted on 13/12/2016
Economic and finance section

	Antoine Dulin
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2016/FI14_evitement%20fiscal.pdf

	THE AGROECOLOGICAL TRANSITION: CHALLENGES AND ISSUES
	Opinion adopted on 23/11/2016
Agriculture, fisheries and food section
	Cécile Claveirole
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2016/FI13_agroecologie.pdf 

	FRENCH INTERNATIONAL COOPERATION POLICY IN THE FRAMEWORK OF THE 2030 SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT AGENDA

	Opinion adopted on 12/10/2016
EIA section

	Philippe Jahshan

	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2016/FI11_politique_cooperation_internationale.pdf


	CLIMATE JUSTICE: CHALLENGES AND PROSPECTS FOR FRANCE
	Opinion adopted on 27/09/2016
Environment section
	Jean Jouzel and Agnès Michelot
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2016/FI10_justice_climatique.pdf 

	ANNUAL REPORT ON THE STATE OF FRANCE
"KEEP BELIEVING IN FRANCE"
	Opinion adopted on 14/06/2016
Economic and finance section
	Pierre-Antoine Gailly and Benedict Donnely
	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2016/FI05_rapport_etat_france.pdf

	THE CHALLENGES OF NEGOTIATING THE TRANSATLANTIC TRADE AND INVESTMENT PARTNERSHIP (TTIP) PROJECT
	Opinion adopted on 22/03/2016
EIA section
	Christophe Quarez

	http://www.lecese.fr/sites/default/files/pdf/Fiches/2016/FI01_%20projet_partenariat_transtlantique.pdf
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