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2014 TEN section work programme 
 

This document gives an overview of the political priorities of the TEN section for the year 2014.  
It is perpetuating a more strategic and focused approach that gives greater emphasis on prioritising its 
activities on a limited number of topics of high political and civil society relevance. In the concerned 
period, these priority topics are: 
 

1. European Energy Dialogue (EED) 
2. Rising energy price and energy poverty 
3. Contributing to the 2030 energy and climate framework 
4. Promoting a more effective implementation of the actions pertaining to the EU White 

Paper on Transport  
5. Civil society and digital development. 
6. Adapting public services to the challenges of the European economy and society  
 

1.  European Energy Dialogue (EED) 
 
The TEN Section will keep on promoting a comprehensive, inclusive and impactful involvement of 
civil society in all aspects of the energy system through the EED. The successful transformation of 
the energy system requires stronger participation from all stakeholders which is why dialogue and 
civil society's participation are cross-cutting elements of TEN Section's work. In accordance with the 
"Wind of Change" initiative a project called Mainstreaming the European Energy Dialogue (EED) 
will be implemented along the lines set out in the relevant memo endorsed by the permanent study 
group on "Towards a European Energy Community" (PSG EEC) at its meeting of 24 October 2013 
(see appendix I), in particular: 
 

• Stepping up the EESC's participation in the different EU forums on energy in order to 
push more strongly for the inclusion of public engagement on the forums' agendas. 

• Launching an R&D project to build the necessary knowledge, widely promote the EED 
within the EU and test EED approaches in national contexts, to be financed under the R&D 
Framework Programme Horizon 2020.  

• Commissioning a study on EC stakeholders' consultation and engagement processes in the 
energy field to identify, analyse and assess the existing public consultation processes; 
evaluate the different consultation methods and determine with the stakeholders involved 
what they expect from them and how to improve them; and identify and address possible 
shortcomings in terms of consultation and engagement at EU level. 

• Organising a macro-regional conference involving several neighbouring member states 
willing to discuss an energy issue of common interest and to demonstrate the added value of 
public participation and engagement for practical policy making and implementation. 
 

Other EED relevant activities will include: 
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• Contributing to efficient emergency preparedness: The TEN Section will focus on crisis 
communication with the public in case of nuclear and radiological emergency, which is an 
emerging problematic since the Fukushima accident. Following the adoption of the EC 
Communication on emergency preparedness at the end of 2013, the EESC will organise a 
hearing in early 2014 in cooperation with the Transparency Working Group of ENEF 
(European Nuclear Energy Forum) with the aim to identify potential gaps and improvement 
opportunities in the practical implementation of recommendations on crisis communication, 
in line with EED principles. 

• Promoting responsible and transparent radioactive waste management: A conference 
will be organised in the second part of 2014 to address ways of involving EU citizens on 
issues relating to the actual implementation of the Directive on the Management of Spent Fuel 
and Radioactive Waste which was adopted in 2011. 
 

2. Rising energy price and energy poverty 
 
The TEN Section will address the issues of the cost of energy and the social and economic 
consequences of energy price increases, which are currently high on the EU political agenda. A 
specific focus will be on ways to mitigate the energy price increase through an appropriate mix of 
policy measures, including a stronger backing of energy efficiency. The proposed actions are: 

 

• The organisation of a major event on "The energy price increase and its consequences" in 
Spring 2014, possibly in connection with an exploratory opinion on "Energy prices and EU 
competitiveness" to be requested by the forthcoming Greek Presidency. With the 2030 
framework for energy and climate policies as a mid-term perspective, the EESC's exploratory 
opinion would address ways to mitigate the rise in energy prices such as more efficient 
coordination at EU level on market design; better optimisation of infrastructure planning, 
interconnections and power generation; reviewing the breakdown of cost items (taxes) and of 
costs in general among all market players; and furthering efforts on energy efficiency beyond 
the existing regulatory framework. 

• Organising in cooperation with CLER (French energy transition network) a European 
conference on energy poverty on 5 March in the context of the European project ACHIEVE 
involving France, the UK, Germany, Slovenia and Bulgaria. 

• The organisation of an event on "Energy efficiency in the building sector" combined with 
the inauguration of a refurbished building of a French social housing company in the Ile-de-
France region, in the second half of 2014. 

 
3. Contributing to the 2030 energy and climate framework 
 
In the perspective of the transformation of the EU energy system to reduce CO2 emissions by 80%-
95% by 2050, the TEN Section will, in cooperation with the NAT Section, contribute to putting in 
place an ambitious but realistic and consensual position on the much awaited Commission's proposals 
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on a 2030 energy and climate framework. It will draw the lessons learned from the current energy 
and climate framework (20/20/20) using for instance the assessments of the implementation of the 
renewable energy directive to be carried out by the Sustainable Development Observatory. The 
resulting Committee's opinions will form the EESC's contribution to the international climate 
negotiations at COP 21 in Paris, December 2015. The proposed actions are: 
 

• The TEN Section will cooperate with the NAT Section and/or the SDO on any relevant 
activity pertaining to the 2030 energy and climate framework. 

• To support the transition more must be done on optimising the organisation of the EU energy 
markets. The TEN Section will look into the forthcoming Commission communication on 
streamlining state interventions. It will prepare an opinion on "How to make the most of 
public interventions to deliver on the internal electricity market".  

• The TEN Section will continue its efforts to encourage more and more consistent bottom up 
activities facilitating the transition to a low-carbon society, notably with the movement 
Transition Network. 

 
4. Promoting a more effective implementation of the actions pertaining to the EU White 
Paper on Transport 
 
 The proposed actions are: 
 

• Improve the quality and efficiency of policies by engaging civil society in the 
decision-making process: Engaging civil society in policy-making is arguably one of the 
longest-standing goals of the TEN Section. The PSG "Implementation of the White Paper 
on Transport" has been set up to accomplish it. Next year will experience a considerable 
advance in the progress of the PSG's work program, namely with the delivery of the 
study "Putting in place a more cooperative decision-making process for European Union 
transport policies and projects" during the first quarter of 2014. This will lead to the 
preparation of concrete participation guidelines, to be discussed during an event in the 
2nd quarter of 2014. In line with the "Wind of Change", a "going local" type of event will 
be held during the last trimester of the year on one or two priorities to be defined by the 
PSG on the basis of the study's conclusions. A dialogue platform on the internet shall 
be ready during the 2nd half of the year.  

• Strengthen the security at seas and establish a solid anchor for the growth of the 
shipping industry: The Greek Presidency has defined the maritime domain as one of its 
priorities. As a follow-up activity of the maritime piracy Opinion (TEN/496), and given 
that the EC plans to adopt both the "EU Strategy on Maritime Security" and the White 
Paper "Integrating Maritime Surveillance" during the first semester of 2014, the TEN 
Section will organize, in cooperation with the REX Section, a conference to discuss 
concrete solutions contributing to the implementation of the maritime security strategy. 
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Preliminary contacts established with EC Joint Research Centre demonstrated their strong 
willingness in cooperating with the EESC.  

• Revive and enhance railway services: The 4th Railway Package's importance has been 
highlighted by EC President Mr Barroso in his State of the Union address, as one of the 
initiatives to be accelerated in 2014. In the framework of the follow-up of the Opinion 
TEN/505, the TEN Section will organise a conference focusing on the most contentious 
issues of the dossier at EP/Council level so as to deepen the discussions and to promote 
the Committee's position. A likely topic could be that of the liberalization of domestic 
services, where lessons from the liberalization of the rail freight and of international 
passenger transport could be extremely helpful. The concrete timing for the conference 
could be before the EP elections in May. Additionally, the EESC could consider the need 
for a new own-initiative Opinion covering the topic of the lack of investments in 
railway infrastructure , during the second semester of 2014.  

• Promoting the Single European Sky (SES) in tough aviation times: The current 
standstill in the implementation of the SES provides a window of opportunity for strong 
civil society action on this major issue for all air transport users across the EU. Building 
upon two very recent Committee opinions, adopted in 2013, on the latest European 
Commission proposal ('Single European Sky II+'), the TEN Section will organise a 
stakeholder event, where concrete solutions and the necessary action across the air 
transport chain will be addressed. 

 
4.     Civil society and digital development 
 
Digital applications and technologies have brought many benefits but have also given rise to 
consequences that need to be addressed in more details. The TEN Section will focus on two main 
thematic priorities, namely: 
 

• Meeting the expectations of citizens towards digital developments: Along with the 
advantages of the increasingly ubiquitous internet and ICT in people's daily lives, their 
socio-economic impact needs to be examined. These technologies have profoundly 
changed learning and teaching patterns, social relationships, business life, public 
administrations and even healthcare performance. To meet the expectations of citizens, 
new solutions are necessary to develop more and better digital goods and services, to 
lower their costs to compete with Asian and US providers, and to ensure that everyone 
has an equal access to ICT's benefits and opportunities. The proposed actions include:  

- to organise a conference on the use of Nanomaterial and Nanotechnology in the 
digital context and in the daily lives of Europeans;  
- to continue the priority project on Mobile Roaming through a close monitoring of the 
legislative process that should lead to a rapid abolition of voice and data roaming charges 
within the EU; 
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- to analyse the emergency to teach ICT without discrimination to all Europeans, and 
invest in ICT professions;  
- to promote accessibility as a human right and its application not only to internet and its 
content but also to transport, buildings, etc., based on the new thematic EESC opinion 
(TEN/515, rap. Mr Vardakastanis) 
- to hold a joint meeting with Members of the EESC's Trade Contact Group and of the 
Single Market Observatory to discuss issues relating to the import of electronic 
components and the competitive impact of EU Free Trade Agreements  with Korea, 
Japan and the US;  
- to 'go local' to Greece, in the first half of 2014, to organise an event on  More EU 

digital products and services to boost economic growth, with inter alia a focus on the 
need to help SMEs to get better access to EU funds in the digital era. 

• Managing the increasing volume of data (“Big Data"): The management of an ever 
increasing volume of data, from various public and private sources, is a growing challenge. 
These data are often collected, stored and used for commercial purposes. The advent of Big 
Data is a symptom of the massive use of social networks, the spread of the Internet of Things 
and the increasing recourse to cloud computing. It can offer benefits to businesses, public 
administrations and citizens, but civil society actors must have the right to know where their 
data are stored, how they are handled, and even to decide to delete them. The proposed 
actions are:  

- to hold a debate, during a TEN Section meeting, with expert stakeholders about the 
protection of citizens and their rights in the cloud (2nd half of the year);  
- to carry out a stocktaking and an event on the "Greening of a growing energy 
consuming IT sector " to assess whether investments in energy-efficient computing and 
storage technologies will effectively result in environmental benefits (2nd half of the year);  
- to 'go local' to Italy  with an event on Enhancing the digital infrastructure: broadband, 

usage and trade, which will address the challenge of Big Data from an infrastructural point of 
view (2nd half of the year). 

 
6. Adapting public services to the challenges of the European economy and society  
 
The TEN Section will take stock of its past achievements in the Services of General Interest (SGI) 
PSG and define new objectives and open up new perspectives for organised civil society at a moment 
when a new EP and EC will start their work. The proposed actions are: 
 

• Assessing the transformation of public services in Europe and more particularly in UK 
(cf. Big Society): The TEN Section will deal with the mounting criticisms that appear along 
with on-going deregulation, liberalisation and privatisation of public services and their impact 
on so-called SGI. This includes debating the role of the non-profit sector as a provider of SGI. 
A study visit combined with a thematic debate on the transformation of public services in the 
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context of the "Big Society" programme of the present UK coalition government will be 
organised in UK in the first semester of 2014. According to this programme, empowering 
local people and communities would allow to build a "big society" that will take power away 
from politicians and give it to people. The SGI PSG will more deeply look at one of the pillars 
of this programme, which is the ‘opening up’ of public services to private and third sector 
voluntary enterprises that provide services to the public on behalf of the government.  

• Elaborating a Roadmap on SGI: The SGI PSG will formulate civil society reflections 
regarding future possible pathways for the EU policy development in the field of SGI and its 
different sectoral aspects (transport, telecommunications, electricity, social housing and 
health care services). The blueprint of such a Roadmap could be elaborated either via an own-
initiative opinion or through an informal report of the SGI PSG. The main policy proposals of 
the Roadmap will be presented at a high level conference organised in the Autumn of 2014.  

 
-------------------------------------- 


