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Introduction

The Liaison Group was created by the EESC in 2004 in order to forge links and cooperate more closely with European organisations and civil society networks. 

Ten years later, the Group is ready for a new boost to better fulfil its role, a point underlined by the EESC Bureau
 in its discussions on the future of the EESC. Major work has been carried out to this end by further enhancing the impact and effectiveness of the EESC's work in order to bring added value to the political dialogue between the EESC and its members, and organised civil society at European level. Promoting civil dialogue and participatory democracy in this way has also meant that the LG has been contributing to the implementation of TEU Article 11. The objective remains that of strengthening the EESC's role as an institutional framework and forum for consultation, debate and dialogue for organised civil society at European level.  To put this strategy into practice, it was decided to re-launch the LG and get its members more involved in the work of the EESC through a whole range of actions. 

Refocussing the activities of the Liaison Group

As proposed in the Bureau decision, the Liaison Group has focussed its activities on priority themes for the EESC and the European Union, especially on cross-cutting issues of common interest.
In concrete terms, the Liaison Group has carried out a considerable amount of work on the following subjects.

- At the request of the Europe 2020 Steering Committee's president, the Liaison Group drafted a contribution to the Europe 2020 mid-term review. This paper was drafted by an LG working group and then officially adopted by the LG-CSO.  It was sent to the steering committee's president, and presented by the LG's co-chair at a meeting of the steering committee, as well as at the plenary session that discussed the steering committee paper.
- The LG-CSO provided input to the European Commission work programme for 2015. Prepared by a LG-CSO working group, that work was adopted by the LG-CSO and then sent to the EESC members of the Liaison Group. 

- The Liaison Group contributed to the drafting of the EESC's Action Plan for Europe. Thanks to the 2014 Civil Society Day, which was open to the outside and encouraged participation, it was possible to gather civil society's points of view and transmit them to the rapporteurs of the Plan so that they could take them on board in drafting it.
The Liaison Group's membership

In order to increase CSO members' participation in the work of the LG, its CSO component has agreed on revised Operating Rules which, once adopted by the full LG, will become operational. The new rules stipulate that membership of an OSC member will be revoked in the event of regular absences and that a CSO alternate member must not come from the same organisation as the full member. Together with the Letter of Commitment to be signed by its CSO members, this will open up the Liaison Group to new members, thus more accurately reflecting the wealth and diversity of civil society and guaranteeing the commitment of its members.
Three organisations have actually asked to be part of the Liaison Group as alternate members, and their application will be examined and decided upon by the Liaison Group. These organisations are: the European Citizen Action Service (ECAS), for the European citizenship sector, Social Economy Europe (SEE), for the Social service providers sector, and the International Union of Tenants (IUT), for the consumer policy sector.
Involving the LG-CSO in the EESC's work
As stated in the Bureau's memo, new initiatives and working methods have been set up in order to allow European organisations and networks belonging to the Liaison Group to participate more effectively in the Committee's consultative work and in shaping its views on cross-cutting issues of mutual interest on the EU's agenda. To meet this need, several initiatives have been taken so far in 2014:

· Attendance by the LG co-chair at meetings of most of the sections (or section bureaux), as well at Europe 2020 steering committee meetings; 
· Meetings between the LG co-chair and section presidents;
· Speech by the LG co-chair to a Plenary Session (for the first time), on the debate on Europe 2020, as well as attendance at most Plenary Sessions;
· Active participation both of the co-chair and of other LG-CSO members in numerous conferences, hearings and events organised by EESC sections;
· Meetings between the LG secretariat, provided by the DAG-CSS unit, and section secretariats in order to prepare and implement EESC-LG cooperation; 
· Furthermore, key EESC members have been invited to LG-CSO meetings: José-Maria Zufiaur, president of the REX section, to present the section's work to CSO members and to explore avenues of cooperation together;  Ms Ariane Rodert, EESC member in charge of the Social Entrepreneurship project, to present the project, gathering contributions expressed during the debate; Mr Andris Gobinš, to explore avenues of cooperation relating to the Civil Society Forum being organised next March under the Latvian presidency;
· In September, the launch of the Liaison Group Newsletter raised the profile of all this cooperation, making it more concrete, facilitating and improving information-sharing between the two components of the Liaison Group. Not only the newsletter is a tool for the EESC and European civil society organisations and networks to exchange information on events and activities, but its aim is to develop and strengthen European civil dialogue, as set out in Treaty Article 11. As a consequence, it contains a section on civil dialogue initiatives in EU institutions and it is also distributed to staff in the EU institutions who are working on civil dialogue and participatory democracy.
_____________
� Bureau decision on "The future of the Liaison Group and cooperation with European civil society organisations and networks", 11 June 2013.
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