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EDITORIAL

Public Debt Crisis and Fiscal Union: 
Two sides of the same coin?

Dear readers, 
The UN Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment “Rio +20” that took place in Rio de Janeiro 
from 20 to 22 June as a follow-up to the 1992 
Earth Summit was an important opportunity for 
debating the transition towards a truly sustainable 
future for all, but the results were certainly less 

eff ective than what the EESC delegation would have wished to see.

Th roughout the past year, the EESC had been working on an inclusive and 
comprehensive agenda that would have put all three sustainability pillars– 
social, economic and environmental – on an equal footing. In particular, we 
were calling for a sustainability roadmap with specifi c goals, targets, actions 
and mechanisms. Th us we can only regret that many of the expectations of 
European and global civil society were disregarded, and we must now hope 
that during the implementation phase there will be room to improve and go 
beyond the terms of the fi nal declaration adopted in Rio.

Th e heads of state and government gathered in Rio missed a unique chance 
to take a decisive step forward towards greater social and environmental jus-
tice. What I deplore most is the lack of a concrete action plan for the com-
ing years and of binding agreements on sustainable development practices. 
Unfortunately, too little emphasis has been placed on the social dimension 
of sustainable development, and objectives such as eradicating poverty and 
secure access to food, clean water and sustainable energy were not given the 
space we would have hoped for. We also failed to see the upgrade of the UN 
Environment Programme into a specialised agency.

One last disappointment is the failure to create an Ombudsman for future 
generations. It would have been symbolically important to recognise the need 
for an international authority that can enforce the rights of future generations 
over short-term economic interests.

Nevertheless, some outcomes of the conference can be considered a suc-
cess. We were pleased to see the concept of “green economy” being given a 
central position in the fi nal declaration, as the driving force of sustainable 
development. We also appreciated the introduction of the concept of sus-
tainable development goals, which we must now forge and make eff ective as 
quickly as possible in order to turn this summit into the starting point of a 
world-changing process, one that will make our societies more sustainable 
and inclusive ones. Last but not least, the role of civil society in enabling and 
implementing sustainable development has been recognised.

I have said it before: the road from Rio is as important as the road to Rio. 
Th e follow-up to the Rio+20 conference must be one of the priorities of civil 
society from this point onwards, and it will remain one of my main concerns 
until the end of my term as EESC president.

Staff an Nilsson
President
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European Bees!

Bees have played an essential role in 
the natural environmental order since 
ancient times; through pollination, 
they are a vital part of our agricultural 
practices. In recent years, honey bees 
have been disappearing at an alarming 
rate. Th e reason for this phenomenon 
is still unknown, although pollution, 
monocropping and overuse of pesti-
cides are all possible causes. 

Our Committee is aware of this problem and its implications for biodi-
versity, food quality and security. Th at is why, on 7 May 2012, the European 
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions installed 
two beehives on the roof of the Jacques Delors building in Brussels. Th is rep-
resents the completion of a project launched by our Committees about a year 
ago with the help of Apis Bruoc Sella, an association which aims to promote 
the spread of hives on city rooft ops. Th e purpose of the project is to show 
that cities also have a role to play in preserving biodiversity and that each of 
us can, in our own small way, help to safeguard our threatened ecosystems.

On 31 May, several lucky participants who attended the offi  cial inaugura-
tion of the Committees’ Urban Bees Project had an opportunity to taste the 
Committees’ fi rst honey (the product of just over 20 days “work”). Th e two 
hives are expected to produce about 40 kilograms of honey per year. (rdr)
 ●

Open Day 2012
EESC opens its doors to the public

Over 3000 people visited the EESC 
on 12 May 2012, the 20th Open Day 
of the EU institutions. Th is year the 
theme of the event was sustainability 
and the green economy, thus helping 
to raise awareness of key themes linked 
to the UN RIO+20 conference on sus-
tainable development. Crucial issues 
such as green jobs, renewable energy, 

sustainable cities and water consumption were presented in a creative and 
interactive way. 

Visitors had an opportunity to chat with Committee members and staff , 
fi nd out about the EESC’s work and enjoy fun activities for all the family. 
President Staff an Nilsson and Vice-President Anna Maria Darmanin, as well 
as Secretary General Martin Westlake, were present all day and were actively 
involved in welcoming visitors and raising awareness of environmental issues. 

Th is year, excellent (and voluntary) work by numerous Committee mem-
bers and staff  once again helped to ensure the success of the initiative and 
presented a dynamic and vibrant image of our institution to the public. (rdr)
 ●
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Since 2008 the economic crisis, 
which started in the US, has taken 
centre stage in the media and risen 
to the top of the political agendas 
of global leaders. Now that the cri-
sis has spread to Europe, compari-
sons between the Federal Reserve 
and the European Central Bank 
have become increasingly popular. 
In its 16  June issue, The Econo-
mist compares California’s public 
fi nances with those in Greece. Th is 
article, written by the Los Ange-
les correspondent, indicates that 
the EU is seen as more integrated 

beyond our borders than it is in 
Europe: otherwise, why compare 
a federal US state with a Member 
State? Th e European Economic and 
Social Committee is convinced that 
more Europe means more and bet-
ter instruments to fi ght and avoid 
a global crisis.

The debate on how the EU 
should be shaped in terms of eco-
nomic integration is at the heart of 
the Committee’s concerns, because 
what is at stake here is nothing less 
than the European social model 
itself. It therefore makes sense for 
the Committee’s ECO section, in 
charge of economic and fi nancial 
aff airs, to deal with subjects such 
as the introduction of Eurobonds, 
the creation of a European rating 
agency, the fi nancial education of 
our citizens or the regulation of 
fi nancial markets.

Rewarding virtue

In this context, a high-level con-
ference was held at the EESC on 
7 June 2012 to discuss the current 
public debt crisis. Th e participants 
included Jean-Claude Juncker, 
Prime Minister of Luxembourg 

Cyprus for a Better Europe *

Acknowledging that Europe needs 
to emerge stronger from the current 
economic crisis, the Cyprus Presi-
dency aspires to work Towards a 
Better Europe, contributing to sus-
tainable growth, social cohesion and 
job creation. Th e current socioeco-
nomic developments have led to our 
setting an objective for a Union that 
has greater relevance for its citizens 
and in the world arena, based on the 
principle of solidarity.

It is imperative to promote a more 
effi  cient and sustainable Europe. In 
this respect, the most important item 
on the agenda involves the negotia-
tions on the Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014 – 2020, an opportu-
nity to agree on a budget and policy 
guidelines that will contribute to 
growth and increase competitive-
ness. Th e Cyprus Presidency will work 
towards finalising the MFF nego-
tiations, as well as achieving as much 
progress as possible in the negotiations 
for the common policies, including 
the Common Agricultural and Fish-
eries Policies and Cohesion Policy. 
As the Presidency is underlining the 
importance of cohesion policy, we 
have requested an opinion from the 
EESC on developing a macro-regional 
strategy for the Mediterranean and 
its benefi ts for island Member States. 
Greening, energy effi  ciency, environ-
mental sustainability, and addressing 
the eff ects of climate change will also 
be key issues for the Presidency.

A Europe with a better-perform-
ing and growth-based economy is 

also vital for overcoming the current 
economic crisis and enhancing the 
EU’s competitiveness. Hence empha-
sis will be placed on reinforcing sur-
veillance of fi scal and macroeconomic 
policies and ensuring fi scal stability. 
In parallel, the need to foster growth is 
imperative and the Cyprus Presidency 
will focus on strengthening the inter-
nal market and promoting job crea-
tion, research and innovation, with a 
focus on SME’s, in order to contribute 
to a more competitive Europe. 

In aspiring to a Europe with 
greater relevance for its citizens, 
with solidarity and social cohesion, 
emphasis will be placed on youth 
employment, given the rising EU 
unemployment rates. Th e establish-
ment of the Common European Asy-
lum System before the end of 2012 is 
also a priority. In this context, we have 
asked for an EESC explanatory opin-
ion on the establishment of a system 
(Eurodac) for comparing the fi nger-
prints of asylum seekers and certain 
categories of illegal immigrants. Th e 
Presidency has also requested an 
opinion from the EESC on strength-
ening the participatory processes and 
the involvement of local authorities, 
civil society and social partners in 
implementing the Europe 2020 Strat-
egy. 

Th e Cyprus Presidency also seeks 
to bring Europe closer to its neigh-
bours, furthering the enlargement 
agenda and highlighting the South-
ern dimension of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy, while work-
ing for the further empowerment of 
the Union on the global stage, with 
emphasis on achieving the EU’s devel-
opment goals and strengthening its 
external trade policy.

Th e Union needs to be closer to 
its citizens. Our vision is to promote 
Europe as a “fi loxenos topos”, a hos-
pitable place for enterprises, ideas, 
services, innovation and culture. 
‘Filoxenos topos’ is part of our aspi-
ration for a better Europe, a Union 
off ering hope to its citizens, especially 
the younger generations. ●

*Andreas Mavroyiannis, Deputy Minister to the President for European Aff airs, Cyprus Presidency 
of the Council of the EU 

EESC Cypriot members’ 
expectations of the Cyprus Presidency 
of the European Union *

The Mediterranean region needs a new vision

Michalis Antoniou
Employers Group
Assistant Director General, Cyprus Employers and Industrialists Federation (OEB) 
Th e Cyprus Presidency coincides with the most turbulent period yet in the post-war history of Europe. Nevertheless, a time 
of turbulence is also a time of opportunity and change. During this period, the EESC should encourage and promote, in 
close co-operation with other EU institutions, the policies necessary to restore growth, reduce unemployment and restore 
the prospect of prosperity for all Europe’s citizens.

Dimitris Kittenis
Workers Group
Former Secretary-General of the Cyprus Workers Confederation (SEK) 
Situated at the crossroads between Europe, the Middle East and Africa, Cyprus is assuming the EU presidency at a time 
when the Union itself is at a crossroads. Th e Cyprus Presidency is called upon to help in resolving problems of inequality 
and solidarity and in taking urgent decisions to address the crisis, with a view to reducing unemployment, improving 
quality of life and furthering European integration.

Kostakis Konstantinidis
Various Interests Group
President of the Union of Cypriot Farmers (EKA) 
Th roughout the presidency, our objectives and ambitions will entail an endeavour to enhance cooperation and solidar-
ity between the Member States, and also to step up eff orts to promote peace, not just in the Mediterranean and Middle 
East, but also in Europe and the wider world. We would also like to see better living standards for ordinary people and 
growth, not just in Europe, but also in non-EU countries.

Michalis Lytras
Various Interests Group
Th e Cyprus Presidency will contribute to achieving the objective of social and economic cohesion in the European Union 
and will work to promote economic growth and overcome the economic crisis, to fi nalise and adopt the 2014-2020 Com-
mon Agricultural Policy, to combat unemployment and to establish peace in Europe and the whole world. I believe this 
will be a successful and productive presidency.

Andreas Pavlikkas
Workers Group
Head of the Research and Studies Department of the Pancyprian Federation of Labour
I would like to think that the presidency of the Republic of Cyprus will be marked by success at every level – both politi-
cal and organisational. As far as possible our country must contribute to decision-making relating to issues of solidarity 
between large and small countries, to strengthening and widening the Community agenda, and to strengthening EU 
relations with the Mediterranean and Middle Eastern countries. In addition, Cyprus will have the opportunity to present 
itself as a country, its strong points and assets, both in Europe and globally, so as to attract investment and tourists. ●

* Following the resignation of one of the EESC’s Cypriot Members, the procedure for appointing a new Member has been launched. This process was still on-going when 
the newsletter went to print. The full list of EESC Members can be consulted on our website: eesc.europa.eu.

Mr Dimitris Dimitriadis, a Greek 
Member of the EESC and chair of 
the Euromed Follow-up Commit-
tee was appointed rapporteur for 
the opinion. 

EESC Info: Why does the 
EU need a new macro-
regional strategy for the 
Mediterranean region?

Dimitris Dimitriadis: All the 
eff orts that the EU has undertaken 
so far to address the Mediterranean 
region in its entirety have failed. 
Th e Barcelona Process, which was 
launched in 1995 and was intended 
to frame relations between the EU 
and its Mediterranean partners, is 
dead. 

In the meantime the geopolitical 
context in the region has completely 

Dimitris Dimitriadis, EESC member

PEER-TO-PEER INTERVIEW

In a new series of interviews, 
Tomasz Jasiński, a Polish Member 
of the EESC Workers’ Group and 
the Members’ representative on the 
board of the EESC Info newsletter, 
will be speaking to his fellow Mem-
bers to discover what makes them 
tick. His fi rst interviewee is Martin 
Siecker, a Dutch Member of the 
EESC Workers Group, represent-
ing the Netherlands Trade Union 
Federation.

Tomasz Jasiński: What is your 
professional background?

Martin Siecker: I’m a journalist by 
profession. I started my career in the 
seventies, when I worked as a reporter 
for a left -wing daily. 10 years later I 
moved to the labour movement, 
where I became editor of the mem-
bers’ newsletter. 

TJ: What pushed you towards 
seeking a career in the trade 
union movement? 

MS: Th e more I reported on labour 
relations, the more involved I got in 
the issues. One day I found out that 
young reporters on the paper were 
not receiving the salary they were 
entitled to. Together with my col-
leagues, I set up an action committee 
to defend them. We negotiated with 
the editor and we ultimately won. 
Th at was when I decided to work for 
an organisation that defended work-
ers’ rights. 

TJ: How long have you been a 
trade union member? 

MS: I joined a trade union the 
moment I entered the labour market, 
which was in 1967. Before becoming 
a journalist I did all sorts of temporary 
jobs. It was my choice to do things that 
way. At the time, I did not want to 
have a permanent job or fi xed work-
ing hours. I liked freedom; when the 
sun shone I could go and swim instead 
of working. 

TJ: What are your passions? 

MS: Music. I listen to it a lot. I play 
drums a bit but am not good enough 
to join a band. Well even if I were bet-
ter, I would not have enough time to 
drum in a band. And I love reading, 
there is almost nothing better than a 
good crime story. 

TJ: I thought that everyone 
in the Netherlands was a 
football fan

MS: I am a football fan. I support 
Ajax Amsterdam. I used to live 
next door to the Olympic Stadium 
in Amsterdam when Ajax was at its 
best. I watched all their European 
home games in the early seventies 
when they won the European Cham-
pions League three times in a row. 

TJ: When did you become an 
EESC Member?

MS: Ten years ago. In 2010 I was 
appointed EESC Member for the 
third time.

TJ: In your view, what is the 
most pressing challenge the 
EU needs to address?

MS: Growing euroscepticism. Th is 
is a real threat. Th ere is a risk that 
if we fail to counter it, all that will 
remain of a reuniting Europe will 
be a kilometre square of concrete, 
glass and steel near the Brussels city 
centre, which will be a memorial to 
an ideal that used to be seen as great 
and compelling but sadly ended up 
on the garbage heap of history as the 
greatest and most expensive political 
failure. ●

Soon in the EESC 
Step up for a stronger Europe! 

Civil society a full partner in the 
Europe 2020 strategy

The event that will take place on 
25  September  2012 will address 
look at levers for boosting growth 
and developing a European growth 
pact. Four parallel workshops will 
discuss the setting-up of a coher-
ent framework for an EU growth 
strategy, the re-launch of the single 

market, recovery and job creation as 
well as innovation in the context of 
smart and sustainable growth. 

Th e EESC group presidents will 
each set out their specifi c views on 
getting Europe back on a sustainable 
growth track. A high-level panel will 
then debate ways of maximising the 
growth opportunities off ered by the 
Europe 2020 strategy. 

Th e conference will be attended 
by national and EU stakeholders, 
EU-level decision-makers, MEPs 
and national parliamentarians, 

Member State governments and 
administrations, representatives of 
national and EU-level civil society, 
local and regional authorities, think-
tanks and opinion- leaders.

During the conference, the EESC 
and the national ESCs will put for-
ward ideas and share their experi-
ences and best practices with a view 
to harnessing the above levers to 
move towards a sustainable and 
competitive Europe. (kf) ●

Want to know more? Consult the 
event programme at: http://www.
eesc.europa.eu/stronger-europe 

For further information please 
contact: europe2020-eesc@eesc.
europa.eu

CYPRUS PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

changed as a consequence of the rev-
olutions in North African countries. 

Th is is why we have to start from 
scratch. We have to come up with 
a new vision and an entirely new 
approach. I will soon have the fi rst 
meeting with a Cypriot minister 
to discuss how the EESC can best 
respond to Cyprus’ request for advice. 

EESC Info: Many of the 
challenges the EU countries in 
the Mediterranean region are 
facing could be addressed in 
the framework of EU cohesion 
policy …

DD: Cohesion policy is not enough. 
We need a broader vision and a long-
term perspective for the next 15-20 
years, which includes the whole 
region and not just EU Member 

States in the region. First, we have to 
defi ne clear, long-term strategic goals 
for the region, and then we need to 
make sure that cohesion policy sup-
ports them. 

EESC Info: You have just come 
back from the conference 
on the Baltic Sea Region 
Strategy. Do you think that 
you can draw inspiration 
from some of the solutions 
developed within this 
framework? 

DD: Th e Baltic Sea Region Strategy 
is definitely a model blueprint for 
similar strategies. It has shown how 
successful an integrated approach to 
common issues, involving several 
countries and authorities, can be. 
It is obviously impossible to repro-
duce the Baltic Sea Strategy solu-

tions wholesale but some of them 
provide useful inspiration. In terms 
of geopolitics, the Baltic Sea Region 
Strategy provides one useful lesson: 
although the strategy includes only 
EU Member States, what is absolutely 
crucial to its success is EU-Russia 
relations. 

Consequently, if we want the EU 
Mediterranean strategy to succeed, 
it must bring together all the players 
from around the Mediterranean rim: 
EU countries, islands, North African 
countries, Turkey, Israel and the Pal-
estinian territories. (mb)  ●

Th e Cyprus Presidency website is 
now up and running.

Click on the link to search for the 
latest news about the Cyprus Presi-
dency: www.cy2012.eu 

The Cyprus Presidency has asked 
the EESC to draft  an opinion on a 
macro-regional strategy for the Med-
iterranean – what benefi ts for Island 
Member States.

Andreas Mavroyiannis, Deputy Minister 
to the President for European Aff airs, 
Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU

NEW EESC PUBLICATIONS

 ■ Consumer protection

 ■ Th e European Economic and Social Committee 
during the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of 
the EU

More information available at http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/?i=portal.en.publications ●al.en

and President of the Eurogroup, 
Enzo Moavero Milanesi, Italian 
Minister for European Aff airs, and 
high-ranking representatives of the 
European Commission, the Euro-
pean Central Bank and the Euro-
pean Parliament. Staff an Nilsson, 
President of the EESC, opened the 
session with a statement calling for 
a fi scal stability union and the intro-
duction of Eurobonds. He stressed 
the need for concrete initiatives 
for Member States to share fi scal 
responsibilities, so that interest 
rates on the public debt of countries 
that are making fi scal consolidation 
eff orts can fall. 

My name is Bond... Eurobond

Michael Smyth, President of the 
ECO Section, chaired the debate, 
making it clear that, in his view, we 
are facing a crisis of demand similar 
to the one that took place in the 
1930s and that the orthodoxy of 
austerity will only drive us to reces-
sion, a breeding ground for pop-
ulism and radical parties. Carmelo 
Cedrone and Gerard Dantin, rap-
porteurs for two EESC opinions on 
Eurobonds and similar instruments 
for shared debt, and Pedro Augusto 
Almeida Freire, President of the 
EESC’s permanent study group on 
economic policy coordination, 
advocated integration as the only 
possible solution to the current 
situation. Th e concrete proposal set 
out in Mr  Cedrone’s opinion – 
which has already been adopted – is 
to support the introduction of two 
kinds of bonds: stability bonds to 
mutualise debt with shared respon-
sibilities, and investment bonds to 
attract capital from the emerging 
economic superpowers such as Bra-
zil, Russia, India and China. Mr 
Dantin is preparing an opinion that 
will discuss the mutualisation of 
debt among Member States, which 
is to be put to the vote at the July 
plenary session. 

The Commission’s representa-
tive highlighted the importance of 
creating a backstop for the fi nancial 
sector at EU level and progressing 
towards better fi scal integration. For 
her part, Sylvie Goulard, Member of 
the European Parliament, pointed 
out that the European Council 
should not be the sole political 
arena to tackle the current crisis and 
suggested that a broader approach 

What is missing is the political will to get out of the crisis

EESC info: Mr Cedrone, in your recent 
opinion you said that the current European 
crisis is more political than economic…

Carmelo Cedrone: Europe can no longer aff ord to have 
a single monetary policy and 17 economic and fi nancial 
policies. Th e EU should move towards a fi scal union 
and the fi rst step in this direction would be the intro-
duction of two complementary but distinct EU bonds: 
non-tradable union bonds designed to stabilise debt, 
and Eurobonds for recovery and growth.

EESC info: Is this feasible?

CC: Th ese bonds would restore investors’ confi dence and replace austerity 
by restoring the welfare state. Moreover, our plan does not require a treaty 
reform or the creation of new institutions. It would make use of existing 
EU instruments, such as the European Investment Fund (EIF). Th e only 
missing element is the political will. (rdr) ●

Martin Siecker: music lover and fan of crime fi ction

Michalis Antoniou, 
Employers’ Group

Dimitris Kittenis, 
Employers’ Group

Kostakis Konstantinidis, 
Various Interests’ Group

Michalis Lytras, 
Various Interests’ Group

Andreas Pavlikkas, 
Workers’ Group
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PLENARY SESSION IN A NUTSHELL
A digital market for growth

By way of advice to the Danish presidency on the digital way 
forward, the EESC adopted an Opinion in May on harnessing 
growth through the digital single market. Th e stakes are high 
for the EU as studies show that a digital single market would 
add 4% to Europe’s GDP by 2020.

Th e opinion called for rapid deployment of infrastructure 
across all European territory, including remote areas, to guar-
antee universal access to the internet. 

Given that, by 2015, 95% 
of jobs will require internet-
related skills, “training is 
absolutely crucial”, wrote 
Laure Batut (France, Work-
ers Group), rapporteur for 
the opinion. She added that 
accessibility for everybody, 

including senior citizens, to hardware and soft ware, and to 
training on how to use them, are prerequisites for meeting 
this challenge. 

To boost e-commerce, the EESC called for harmonisation 
of commerce legislation and legislation on indirect taxation. 
It warned, however, against using this as an excuse to increase 
tax rates. (mb) ●

Europe lagging behind on energy targets

Progress towards a low-carbon economy in the EU and some 
of its Member States is falling dangerously behind current 

targets, the European 
Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) has 
warned in its opinion 
on the Energy Roadmap 
2050, which was adopted 
at the plenary session in 
May. 

In the Committee’s view, the EU fails to recognise the extent 
to which it is falling short of its own targets. “Th e decline of 
heavily polluting production processes in the EU, their growth 
in other parts of the world and subsequent imports into the EU 
disguise the extent of the shortfall”, says Pierre Jean Coulon 
(Workers Group, France), the opinion’s rapporteur.

Th e opinion is critical of progress in the area of energy effi  -
ciency and renewables. Th e development of renewable energy is 
being held back by unsteady government support and in some 
cases local resistance, it argues. 

Th e Committee reiterates its call for the establishment of a 
European civil society forum to boost the fl ow of information 
within the EU by regularly bringing together all stakeholders 
to discuss the energy transition up to 2050.

“Public acceptance of energy choices is a challenge for 
Europe’s democracies today”, states Richard Adams (Various 
Interests Group, United Kingdom), co-rapporteur for the opin-
ion, adding that “the 2050 Roadmap must be used not only to 
launch the widest possible debate among Europeans, it should 
also promote engagement at every level – personal, regional, 
national and EU”. (mb) ●

European Social Business and Social 
Entrepreneurship Funds

In two opinions – one on the European Social Entrepreneurship 
Funds (rapporteur Ariane Rodert, Various Interests Group) 
and one on the Social Business Initiative (rapporteur Giuseppe 
Guerini, Various Interests Group) – the EESC has encouraged 
the Commission and Member States to make public procure-
ment and fi nancing more accessible to social enterprises, to 
develop national frameworks for the growth of social enter-
prises and to implement the European Social Entrepreneurship 
Fund as appropriate. 

Th e social economy sector 
already employs more than 
11 million people in the EU, 
which is 6% of the workforce. 
Approximately one out of 
every four businesses founded 
in Europe is a social enterprise. 
In the current crisis situation, 
where the number of people 
without a job or access to eco-
nomic resources is steadily 

increasing, the EESC wants to strengthen growth, employment 
and competitiveness, while creating a more inclusive society in 
line with the Europe 2020 strategy.

According to the EESC, the future European Social Entrepre-
neurship Fund should also be accompanied by other fi nancial 
instruments dedicated to the development of social enterprises. 
Th e European Social Entrepreneurship Fund by itself will not 
be suffi  cient to improve access to appropriate capital. (ail) ●

Five years ago the European Coun-
cil entrusted a dozen prominent 
European personalities with the 
task of drawing up a report on the 
EU’s challenges for the next 
20 years. Th e group of “wise men” 
chaired by Felipe Gonzalez and 
including Mario Monti and Lech 
Wacesa concluded in May 2010 that 
Europe needed to be re-founded. 
Th e priorities listed in the report 
included the following: economic 
growth; competitiveness; demo-
cratic legitimacy; and leadership in 
the fi ght against climate change. It 
is precisely these subjects that are 
at the heart of the daily work of 
organised European civil society at 
the EESC, in its public hearings, 
conferences, study groups and 
opinions. It is by no means a coin-
cidence that the answers given by 
the wise men share one main prin-
ciple with most of the political posi-
tions adopted by the EESC: “We 
need more Europe, not less”.

For us at the EESC, “more 
Europe” also has to be the guid-
ing principle for the Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) 2014-
2020, which will determine the EU’s 
budget for the next six years. When 
the previous MFF was approved, 
most European economies were 
growing and fi nancial stability was 
taken for granted. Considering the 
current instability and the wave of 
austerity sweeping across Europe, 
there a risk that a minimalist budget 
will be adopted. The European 
Commission (EC) is thus propos-

ing to keep the EU’s total budget at 
the current 1% of EU GDP, while 
some Member States are asking for 
cuts. For its part, at its May ple-
nary session the EESC adopted an 
opinion calling for an increase to 
1.11%. Let us recall the defi nition of 
a budget: “an estimate of costs, rev-
enues, and resources over a speci-
fied period, reflecting a reading 
of future fi nancial conditions and 
goals”. Applying this to the situa-
tion currently faced by the EU: now 
that the goals are higher, both costs 
and revenues have to be reconsid-
ered. If the EU really wants to take a 
signifi cant step towards integration 
and assume greater responsibility, it 
must also take over the reins when it 
comes to growth to secure Europe’s 
social model. And this is only pos-
sible if the budget – the instrument 
the EU uses to achieve its objectives 
– is suffi  ciently ambitious.

Th at said, the EC’s proposal for 
the MFF does improve and simplify 
the structure of the budget. Another 
positive step is the EC’s criticism of 
certain Member States’ approach to 
negotiations, marked by the prin-
ciples of fair return and horizontal 
fairness. In terms of revenue, the 
EESC supports the introduction 
of a new system of own resources, 
which includes a modified VAT 
resource and a fi nancial transaction 
tax. In terms of expenditure, the 
institutions and the Member States 
should keep in mind the principle 
of added European value – the 
idea that a euro spent at EU level 
is more eff ective than one spent at 
national level. Th e two main items 
of expenditure in the budget – the 
CAP and cohesion policy – also 
have an improved structure in the 
EC’s proposal, one that favours effi  -
ciency and eff ective agriculture and 
attempts to reduce the dispersion 
effect of the funds by encourag-

ing macro-projects. Nonetheless, 
the EESC warns that the current 
cohesion policy risks penalising 
the EU’s least developed regions 
when macroeconomic condition-
ality is applied to the disbursement 
of funds.

Th ere is a complementary con-
cept to “More Europe is needed, not 
less”, which is constantly heard at 
the EESC and is gaining strength: 
“Th e cost of nonEurope”. If the size, 
effi  ciency and transparency of the 
EU budget are not proportionate to 
the weight of the issues at stake, we 
may end up facing the challenges 
of the 21st century with a weaker 
EU, and this would be going in the 
opposite direction to the wise mens 
suggestions. (asp) ●

“
”

Now that the goals 
are higher, both costs 
and revenues have to be 
reconsidered

Established in 1989 by the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme, World Popu-
lation Day is commemorated every 
year on 11 July to raise awareness of 
global population and sustainability 
issues. As issues of population and 
sustainability are inextricably linked, 

11 July: World Population Day

EESC Info met Hans-Joachim Wilms, 
President of the EESC’s Sustainable 
Development Observatory for a chat 
about the population day. 

EESC Info: Is it still 
relevant to celebrate world 
population day? 

Hans-Joachim Wilms: It is impor-
tant because we need to consider 
how we want to deal with popula-
tion issues and especially food secu-
rity. It is clear, at the EESC as well, 
that there are two camps among 
farmers. Conventional farmers say 
we can produce more by increasing 
the amount of farmland. I belong to 
the second group, who believe that 
the planet can feed everybody via 
distributive justice. 

EESC Info: What does 
this mean?

HW: Statistics issued by the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations (FAO) reveal 
that the world can produce enough 
food for everybody, but that food 
is not produced where it is needed, 
neither in the required quality nor 
quantities. Th e question is how to 
change this situation. The conse-
quences are disastrous – it is, for 
example, leading to deforestation in 
Brazil and Argentina. Th e fact that 
Europeans cannot produce enough 
food demonstrates a need for behav-

ioural change, both on our side and 
amongst producers in developing 
countries. Another point to high-
light is how much eating habits 
have changed during the past cen-
tury; for instance, increased meat 
consumption. 

EESC Info: What 
should change?

HW: A multitude of things need 
to happen to create a comprehen-
sive picture. Advocating the exten-
sion of farmland is too simple. We 
need to ensure that countries can 
be as independent as possible. For 
instance, it does not make sense to 
ship animal feed across the world. 
It is also wrong that we are convert-
ing nature reserves in Germany to 
grow biomass materials. And these 
are just two examples. 

EESC Info: The EESC has 
made it clear repeatedly 
that our production 
and consumption patterns 
need a rethink. 
Do you think that this 

Building bridges over troubled waters
Interview with Nicolai Wammen, Danish Minister for European Aff airs 

EESC Info: What were the 
ambitions of the Danish 
presidency?

Nicolai Wammen: It was clear 
from the very beginning that 
Denmark was taking over the 
presidency of the Council in a 
time of serious economic crisis. 
Th e clear ambition for the Dan-

ish presidency was to help get 
Europe back on track and out of 
the crisis – not by making a splash 
in headlines across Europe but by 
working hard and achieving the 
results that Europe needs. Over 
the last six months we have been 
working hard to make that happen 
by “building bridges over troubled 
waters” and pushing forward with 
negotiations. 

Th e Danish presidency has helped 
shape an economic policy which 
tackles the crisis from two angles: to 
ensure recovery, it has been neces-
sary to restore confi dence by con-
solidating public fi nances, while we 
also needed to promote growth and 
new jobs through reforms and new 
initiatives. 

Looking back at the presidency 
now, I think it is fair to say that we 
certainly managed to bring Europe 
an important step along the way. 

EESC Info: What do you 
consider to be your biggest 
achievements? 

NW: From the outset, the Danish 
presidency was focused on getting 
down to the solid hard work that will 
take Europe further along the road. 
Th roughout the last six months, we 
have been striving to achieve real 
results across the board. Th e most 
important achievement is not one 
single headline, but rather the fact 
that we have shown that the EU 
works and achieves results despite 
the crisis. I am proud that the Dan-
ish presidency, in cooperation with 
the other EU institutions, has made 
an important contribution to bring-
ing Europe out of the crisis. 

And then if I might just highlight 
three achievements aside from the 
economic agenda, one would have 
to be the agreement on the Energy 
Efficiency Directive. Not only is 

this good for the climate and our 
dependence on energy, it also helps 
create 400 000 jobs in Europe. Th e 
roaming regulation also stands out. 
Th is will ensure lower mobile prices 
abroad when we use our smart 
phones. And finally, by granting 
Serbia the status of candidate coun-
try we have taken an important 
step towards ensuring democracy 
in Europe. 

EESC Info: Cost-effi  ciency 
was a characteristic feature 
of the Danish presidency. 
The fact that you served 
only tap water at meetings 
earned you the nickname 
“Tap water presidency”…

NW: To be honest with you, I am 
actually very proud of that nick-
name of ours. Why? Because it 
shows what is true: not only do we 
in Denmark have amazing fresh 
water in our taps, we also find 

immense value in green cost-effi  -
ciency. We care about our resources 
and our CO

2
 emissions. And pre-

cisely that has been a fundamental 
guiding principle in the planning of 
our presidency as a whole. 

Therefore, all meeting venues 
and hotel rooms were eco-labelled. 
Th e menus were based on seasonal 
ingredients, of which 50% were 
sourced from local suppliers. In 
addition we implemented pro-
grammes to limit food waste and 
any food waste was transported 
directly to local bio-gas plants and 
converted into energy for Danish 
households. 

I know that several of my col-
leagues have been inspired by 
Denmark’s green approach, so my 
fi ngers are crossed that other presi-
dencies will follow suit. (pln/mb)
 ●

Nicolai Wammen, Danish Minister 
for European Aff airs, 

Benedicte Federspiel, 
Various Interests’ Group

Marie-Louise Knuppert, Workers’ Group

Nils Juhl Andreasen, 
Employers’ Group

©
Andreas Bergm

ann Steen/Europabevæ
gelsen

The Danish presidency seen through the eyes 
of Danish Members of the EESC
We have no choice but to change our consumption habits
Interview with Benedicte Federspiel, EESC Member, 

Chief Counsel at the Danish Consumer Council

A fi re-fi ghting presidency
Interview with Mr Nils Juhl Andreasen, 

Member of the EESC Employers’ Group, and 

Director of the Danish Agriculture and Food Council

EESC Info: To mark 
European Consumer 
Day on 15 March 2012, 
the European Economic 
and Social Committee 
organised, together with 
the Danish Consumer 
Council, a conference on 
sustainable consumption 

EESC Info: On the eve of 
the Danish presidency 
you insisted that its 
focus be on boosting 
the competitiveness of 
European businesses, 
particularly in the food 
sector. How do you 
judge the Presidency’s 
achievements in this area?

Nils Juhl Andreasen: It is hard to 
judge, as so much eff ort has had to 
be devoted to the fi nancial crisis 
in the EU and ultimately to safe-
guarding the Euro. It has been more 
about damage control than about a 
positive drive towards sharpening 
the competitiveness of European 
businesses. Despite that, I believe 
that in the long term this will bring 
a competitive advantage to the 
European business sector, includ-
ing the agriculture and food sector. 

EESC Info: The Danish 
presidency has led the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
reform talks, which the 
Cypriot presidency will now 
take over. Do you think the 
negotiations are heading in 
the right direction?

at a time of crisis. Do you 
think the Danish presidency 
of the EU heard our call for a 
rethink of our consumption 
practices?

Benedicte Federspiel: The door 
was already open because “green” 
and “sustainable” were the buz-
zwords and goals of the Danish 
government in general and also for 
the presidency. Th e ministers and 
other prominent speakers at the 
conference made it clear that it was 
impossible not to change our current 
consumption patterns. 

EESC Info: Does the crisis 
not weaken the case for 
sustainable consumption? 

BF: We cannot aff ord not to include 
sustainability in all our policies. 
Finding a way out of the crisis is also 
an opportunity to fi nd new aff ord-

NJA: As far as I can see, the negoti-
ations are heading nowhere, so it is 
impossible to tell whether they are 
heading in the right direction. A lot 
of time has been spent on establish-
ing clarity on the proposal put for-
ward by the European Commission 
and its consequences. Only recently 
did Member States and NGOs pre-
sent clear views and positions.

In the meantime the context 
is rapidly changing because of a 
deepening of the fi nancial crisis in 
the European Union, the changing 
patterns of supply and demand 
for food in the world market and 
the increased focus on sustainable 
production and consumption. 
Taken together, this might strongly 
infl uence political attitudes to the 
importance of the agriculture and 
food sector in the European Union 
and the European model of agricul-
tural production.

EESC Info: Was the Danish 
presidency the talk of the 
town in Denmark or did it go 
largely unnoticed?

NJA: A lot of events of all kinds 
have taken place in Denmark 
and in Brussels and the Danish 
government have done a fi ne job 
in that respect. Unfortunately, a 
number of domestic issues, as well 
as the fi nancial crisis in EU, have 
dominated the headlines and thus 
defl ected attention from EU-mat-
ters and the eff orts of the Danish 
presidency (pln/mb)  ●

able and sustainable solutions. One 
example is a directive on energy 
effi  ciency that has just been agreed 
upon. Danish industry has recently 
confi rmed that it should be possible 
to achieve both economic and envi-
ronmental goals going towards 2020. 

EESC Info: What should we 
do to make sustainable 
consumption an easy choice 
for consumers?

BF: We all need to take responsi-
bility, and support for sustainable 
consumption should become the 
new black. In this context, the pres-
idency asked the EESC to produce 
an opinion on how to further sus-
tainable production and consump-
tion. There are, however, no easy 
solutions, and it will be an ongoing 
task to deliver both aff ordable and 
sustainable products and services in 
the years to come. (pln/mb)  ●

Energy effi  ciency: made in Denmark
Interview with Marie-Louise Knuppert, Member of the EESC Workers’ Group 

and Confederal Secretary of the Danish Confederation of Trade Unions

EESC Info: In December 
last year you said that the 
presidency should put an 
emphasis on creating green 
jobs and getting young 
people onto the labour 
market. Did the presidency 
do enough in this respect?

Marie-Louise Knuppert: It has 
done everything it possibly could 
do to put growth and jobs high on 
the agenda – not an easy task against 

the backdrop of the economic crisis. 
I am happy that the presidency suc-
ceeded in securing agreement on the 
energy effi  ciency directive

If we had failed, we would have 
missed a golden opportunity to help 
EU countries to act eff ectively on 
energy consumption and to foster 
the creation of thousands of jobs at a 
time when they are so badly needed. 

Th e Danish presidency has been 
keeping the focus on youth unem-
ployment. Now is the time for action. 
Th is means that the EU has to gear 
its policy towards helping to make 
room for young people. Th is could 
be done through more pro-active use 
of the European Social Fund. In this 
regard, the Danish Confederation of 
Trade Unions and Danish employ-
ers has proposed that ESF resources 
be used to support the introduction 
of work experience schemes in the 
Member States. 

Th e focus could also be refl ected 
in the negotiations on the pub-
lic procurement directives, which 
could quite legitimately include 
the requirement that those seeking 
public contracts must also provide a 
certain number of internships. Th ese 
are just two practical examples.

EESC Info: You recently 
participated in a meeting 
in Copenhagen that dealt 
with ways of engaging 
citizens in the European 
project. Is it diffi  cult to get 
Danes involved in European 
debate?

MLK: Confidence in and public 
support for EU membership can 
only be achieved if EU politicians 
are seen to be solving the problems 
of ordinary citizens. People must be 
able to recognise the contribution 
made by the EU in everyday life. 
There are concrete proposals for 
how this can be done, not least the 
examples set out above.

EESC Info: Do you know 
of any communications 
activities undertaken in 
Denmark that the EU should 
learn from?

MLK: Th e EU must be as specifi c as 
possible in its communication work, 
although this is fi rst and foremost 
a task for decision-makers in the 
Member States. Th e “citizens’ plat-
form” (Folkemødet) set up on the 
island of Bornholm on the basis of 
a Swedish idea, is just one instance 
of direct dialogue between politi-
cians and the public. EU commu-
nication policy should be based on 
the open coordination mechanisms 
and exchanges of experiences that 
are now used in so many other 
fi elds. (pln/mb) ●

Globalisation and relocation: 
is there a future for EU industry?
Pepe had worked for years at a 
solar panel factory in an EU Mem-
ber State. He had a great job with 
a permanent contract and good 
working conditions. Th e company 
made good profi ts, and was con-
tinuously expanding. Indeed, it 
benefi ted from special conditions 
from local authorities and national 
subsidies for the renewable energy 
sector. Everything seemed to be 
perfect … until the crisis. And 
then the party was over. 

Due to budget cuts, the national 
government was obliged to 
reduce subsidies, which dramati-
cally decreased demand for solar 
panels. As a result, the company 
decided to close the factory and 
move production to Mexico. 
Eventually, the entire staff lost 
their jobs and joined the ranks 
of the unemployed, who already 
accounted for 40% of the national 
workforce. 

Pepe’s had suddenly ended up 
in a critical situation. In the end, 
he accepted a short-term contract 
to train the local workers at the 
new solar panel plant in Mexico, 
the workers who were to replace 
him. Aft er vain promises, he even-
tually found himself unemployed. 

Managing change 

Like Pepe, thousands of work-
ers in Europe are affected by 
industrial change and globali-
sation, which pose a challenge 
to an increasingly integrated 
internal market. To address this 
situation, the EU and the EESC 
set up the Consultative Com-
mission on Industrial Change 
(CCMI) in 2002. The CCMI’s 
mandate involves anticipating, 

pre-empting and analysing devel-
opments, so as to ensure positive, 
common approaches to the man-
agement of industrial change from 
an economic, social, territorial and 
environmental point of view. Its 
members, who come from various 
sectors aff ected by the modernisa-
tion of the economy, give the CCMI 

the moral authority to speak directly 
with other EU policy makers. Th eir 
aim is clear: to keep EU industries 
competitive while at the same time 
ensuring that developments are 
socially benefi cial. Jorge Pegado Liz, 
President of the CCMI, defi nes its 
three main functions as “promoting 
the principles of the EU’s founders 
through its opinions; meeting the 
challenge of developments such 
as globalisation, social network-
ing and new working methods; 
and anticipating and preparing for 
industrial change and restructuring 
[…] Learning from the past, proac-
tive observation of the present and 
anticipating the future”.

Getting ahead through education

Since the beginning of the eco-
nomic, financial and who-knows-
what-else crisis, the CCMI has given 
a voice to all relevant industrial play-
ers, both workers and employers. In 

May 2011, the CCMI adopted three 
opinions looking at how EU indus-
trial policy is currently being aff ected 
by globalisation. Th e position of the 
CCMI is clear and unequivocal. Glo-
balisation has created the dynamic 
for companies to move abroad and/
or restructure. However, faced with 
the threat that cheap labour and 
poor working conditions outside 
Europe could undercut and destroy 
manufacturing jobs at home, man-
agement and workers must begin to 
understand the need to cooperate in 
confronting the challenge of reloca-
tion. Th ere is only one way forward: 
it is through education and training, 
innovation and sustainable develop-
ment that Europe will sustain its sta-
tus as a fi rst-class economic power. 

ICT new battlefi eld

As technology and research have 
become increasingly important, the 
CCMI has been focusing on ICT 
and services, sectors where Europe 
was lagging behind. “Th at’s the new 
battlefi eld, where we need to keep 
in front of China and India,” adds 
Joost P. van Iersel, member of the 
EESC and rapporteur for its Opin-
ion on An industrial policy for the 
globalised era. 

On 12 June, the CCMI marked 
its tenth anniversary by organising 
a conference on the subject, “For 
a continuous sustainable industrial 
change”. It brought together rep-
resentatives of European industry 
associations, trade unions and policy 
makers to analyse the state of Euro-
pean industry, its past challenges and 
future orientations. 

Pepe’s story is being repeated across 
Europe all the time: the CCMI is deter-
mined to change that. (ail) ●

Why the EU needs a diff erent budget 
and what it should look like

alone can bring about a 
sustainable future?

HW: Ten years ago, nobody took 
sustainability seriously. Today, 
there is a general awareness that we 
cannot carry on behaving as we are 
doing. Of course, the crisis is now 
the subject on everybody’s mind, 
and it requires short-term solutions. 
Sustainability and the short-term, 
however do not go together. For-
tunately, sustainability is becoming 
“business as usual” and this trend 
will continue.

EESC Info: What do we 
need to get ahead with our 
sustainable agenda? 

HW: We need a clear view of the 
path ahead, with a timeline, and 
an agreement on areas for action 
and follow-up. I believe the most 
important point is that our politi-
cal leaders live up to their responsi-
bilities, that they show readiness to 
commit to a change in strategy, and 
that concrete roadmaps and action 
plans are agreed. (kf) ●

was needed. Jean-Claude Juncker 
closed the conference on an opti-
mistic note, inviting participants to 
imagine how diffi  cult it would have 
been for most Member States to sur-
vive such a global fi nancial crisis if 
they had been standing alone. 

Inching towards unity

Overall, the EESC’s objective in 
organising this conference, which 
received considerable media cover-
age, was to contribute to the debate 
on what economic governance in 
the EU should look like. Th ere is 
a risk of this kind of debate focus-
ing solely on long-term policy, but 
this time the speakers were aware 
that the decisions to be made in the 
coming months would be of the 

utmost importance for the EU’s 
future. This decision will have a 
direct impact on citizens’ lives with 
direct influence on matters such 
as employment, growing social 
inequalities and the availability of 
credit for SMEs. Th us the EESC will 
continue to be a unique discussion 
forum that embraces concrete pro-
posals through its opinions and 
dialogue with the other European 
players. Th e conference on 7 June 
was part of this approach, which 
also aims to demonstrate that the 
EU may be closer to the unity pro-
jected outside its borders than it is 
to grinding to a halt and falling into 
paralysis. (asp) ●

DANISH PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

Active citizenship 
For a better European society

Active citizenship is central to the role of 
the European Economic and Social Com-
mittee. In this book, 24 EESC members talk 
about their personal contribution as busi-
ness people, trade unionists, campaigners 
and volunteers, revealing a vast and fas-
cinating range of interests and priorities. 
What they all have in common is a sense 
of solidarity with others in society, and a 
concern for their welfare. (cl) ●

IN SHORT

Pierre Jean Coulon, EESC member, 
Workers’ Group
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EDITORIAL

Public Debt Crisis and Fiscal Union: 
Two sides of the same coin?

Dear readers, 
The UN Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment “Rio +20” that took place in Rio de Janeiro 
from 20 to 22 June as a follow-up to the 1992 
Earth Summit was an important opportunity for 
debating the transition towards a truly sustainable 
future for all, but the results were certainly less 

eff ective than what the EESC delegation would have wished to see.

Th roughout the past year, the EESC had been working on an inclusive and 
comprehensive agenda that would have put all three sustainability pillars– 
social, economic and environmental – on an equal footing. In particular, we 
were calling for a sustainability roadmap with specifi c goals, targets, actions 
and mechanisms. Th us we can only regret that many of the expectations of 
European and global civil society were disregarded, and we must now hope 
that during the implementation phase there will be room to improve and go 
beyond the terms of the fi nal declaration adopted in Rio.

Th e heads of state and government gathered in Rio missed a unique chance 
to take a decisive step forward towards greater social and environmental jus-
tice. What I deplore most is the lack of a concrete action plan for the com-
ing years and of binding agreements on sustainable development practices. 
Unfortunately, too little emphasis has been placed on the social dimension 
of sustainable development, and objectives such as eradicating poverty and 
secure access to food, clean water and sustainable energy were not given the 
space we would have hoped for. We also failed to see the upgrade of the UN 
Environment Programme into a specialised agency.

One last disappointment is the failure to create an Ombudsman for future 
generations. It would have been symbolically important to recognise the need 
for an international authority that can enforce the rights of future generations 
over short-term economic interests.

Nevertheless, some outcomes of the conference can be considered a suc-
cess. We were pleased to see the concept of “green economy” being given a 
central position in the fi nal declaration, as the driving force of sustainable 
development. We also appreciated the introduction of the concept of sus-
tainable development goals, which we must now forge and make eff ective as 
quickly as possible in order to turn this summit into the starting point of a 
world-changing process, one that will make our societies more sustainable 
and inclusive ones. Last but not least, the role of civil society in enabling and 
implementing sustainable development has been recognised.

I have said it before: the road from Rio is as important as the road to Rio. 
Th e follow-up to the Rio+20 conference must be one of the priorities of civil 
society from this point onwards, and it will remain one of my main concerns 
until the end of my term as EESC president.

Staff an Nilsson
President
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European Bees!

Bees have played an essential role in 
the natural environmental order since 
ancient times; through pollination, 
they are a vital part of our agricultural 
practices. In recent years, honey bees 
have been disappearing at an alarming 
rate. Th e reason for this phenomenon 
is still unknown, although pollution, 
monocropping and overuse of pesti-
cides are all possible causes. 

Our Committee is aware of this problem and its implications for biodi-
versity, food quality and security. Th at is why, on 7 May 2012, the European 
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions installed 
two beehives on the roof of the Jacques Delors building in Brussels. Th is rep-
resents the completion of a project launched by our Committees about a year 
ago with the help of Apis Bruoc Sella, an association which aims to promote 
the spread of hives on city rooft ops. Th e purpose of the project is to show 
that cities also have a role to play in preserving biodiversity and that each of 
us can, in our own small way, help to safeguard our threatened ecosystems.

On 31 May, several lucky participants who attended the offi  cial inaugura-
tion of the Committees’ Urban Bees Project had an opportunity to taste the 
Committees’ fi rst honey (the product of just over 20 days “work”). Th e two 
hives are expected to produce about 40 kilograms of honey per year. (rdr)
 ●

Open Day 2012
EESC opens its doors to the public

Over 3000 people visited the EESC 
on 12 May 2012, the 20th Open Day 
of the EU institutions. Th is year the 
theme of the event was sustainability 
and the green economy, thus helping 
to raise awareness of key themes linked 
to the UN RIO+20 conference on sus-
tainable development. Crucial issues 
such as green jobs, renewable energy, 

sustainable cities and water consumption were presented in a creative and 
interactive way. 

Visitors had an opportunity to chat with Committee members and staff , 
fi nd out about the EESC’s work and enjoy fun activities for all the family. 
President Staff an Nilsson and Vice-President Anna Maria Darmanin, as well 
as Secretary General Martin Westlake, were present all day and were actively 
involved in welcoming visitors and raising awareness of environmental issues. 

Th is year, excellent (and voluntary) work by numerous Committee mem-
bers and staff  once again helped to ensure the success of the initiative and 
presented a dynamic and vibrant image of our institution to the public. (rdr)
 ●
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Since 2008 the economic crisis, 
which started in the US, has taken 
centre stage in the media and risen 
to the top of the political agendas 
of global leaders. Now that the cri-
sis has spread to Europe, compari-
sons between the Federal Reserve 
and the European Central Bank 
have become increasingly popular. 
In its 16  June issue, The Econo-
mist compares California’s public 
fi nances with those in Greece. Th is 
article, written by the Los Ange-
les correspondent, indicates that 
the EU is seen as more integrated 

beyond our borders than it is in 
Europe: otherwise, why compare 
a federal US state with a Member 
State? Th e European Economic and 
Social Committee is convinced that 
more Europe means more and bet-
ter instruments to fi ght and avoid 
a global crisis.

The debate on how the EU 
should be shaped in terms of eco-
nomic integration is at the heart of 
the Committee’s concerns, because 
what is at stake here is nothing less 
than the European social model 
itself. It therefore makes sense for 
the Committee’s ECO section, in 
charge of economic and fi nancial 
aff airs, to deal with subjects such 
as the introduction of Eurobonds, 
the creation of a European rating 
agency, the fi nancial education of 
our citizens or the regulation of 
fi nancial markets.

Rewarding virtue

In this context, a high-level con-
ference was held at the EESC on 
7 June 2012 to discuss the current 
public debt crisis. Th e participants 
included Jean-Claude Juncker, 
Prime Minister of Luxembourg 

Cyprus for a Better Europe *

Acknowledging that Europe needs 
to emerge stronger from the current 
economic crisis, the Cyprus Presi-
dency aspires to work Towards a 
Better Europe, contributing to sus-
tainable growth, social cohesion and 
job creation. Th e current socioeco-
nomic developments have led to our 
setting an objective for a Union that 
has greater relevance for its citizens 
and in the world arena, based on the 
principle of solidarity.

It is imperative to promote a more 
effi  cient and sustainable Europe. In 
this respect, the most important item 
on the agenda involves the negotia-
tions on the Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014 – 2020, an opportu-
nity to agree on a budget and policy 
guidelines that will contribute to 
growth and increase competitive-
ness. Th e Cyprus Presidency will work 
towards finalising the MFF nego-
tiations, as well as achieving as much 
progress as possible in the negotiations 
for the common policies, including 
the Common Agricultural and Fish-
eries Policies and Cohesion Policy. 
As the Presidency is underlining the 
importance of cohesion policy, we 
have requested an opinion from the 
EESC on developing a macro-regional 
strategy for the Mediterranean and 
its benefi ts for island Member States. 
Greening, energy effi  ciency, environ-
mental sustainability, and addressing 
the eff ects of climate change will also 
be key issues for the Presidency.

A Europe with a better-perform-
ing and growth-based economy is 

also vital for overcoming the current 
economic crisis and enhancing the 
EU’s competitiveness. Hence empha-
sis will be placed on reinforcing sur-
veillance of fi scal and macroeconomic 
policies and ensuring fi scal stability. 
In parallel, the need to foster growth is 
imperative and the Cyprus Presidency 
will focus on strengthening the inter-
nal market and promoting job crea-
tion, research and innovation, with a 
focus on SME’s, in order to contribute 
to a more competitive Europe. 

In aspiring to a Europe with 
greater relevance for its citizens, 
with solidarity and social cohesion, 
emphasis will be placed on youth 
employment, given the rising EU 
unemployment rates. Th e establish-
ment of the Common European Asy-
lum System before the end of 2012 is 
also a priority. In this context, we have 
asked for an EESC explanatory opin-
ion on the establishment of a system 
(Eurodac) for comparing the fi nger-
prints of asylum seekers and certain 
categories of illegal immigrants. Th e 
Presidency has also requested an 
opinion from the EESC on strength-
ening the participatory processes and 
the involvement of local authorities, 
civil society and social partners in 
implementing the Europe 2020 Strat-
egy. 

Th e Cyprus Presidency also seeks 
to bring Europe closer to its neigh-
bours, furthering the enlargement 
agenda and highlighting the South-
ern dimension of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy, while work-
ing for the further empowerment of 
the Union on the global stage, with 
emphasis on achieving the EU’s devel-
opment goals and strengthening its 
external trade policy.

Th e Union needs to be closer to 
its citizens. Our vision is to promote 
Europe as a “fi loxenos topos”, a hos-
pitable place for enterprises, ideas, 
services, innovation and culture. 
‘Filoxenos topos’ is part of our aspi-
ration for a better Europe, a Union 
off ering hope to its citizens, especially 
the younger generations. ●

*Andreas Mavroyiannis, Deputy Minister to the President for European Aff airs, Cyprus Presidency 
of the Council of the EU 

EESC Cypriot members’ 
expectations of the Cyprus Presidency 
of the European Union *

The Mediterranean region needs a new vision

Michalis Antoniou
Employers Group
Assistant Director General, Cyprus Employers and Industrialists Federation (OEB) 
Th e Cyprus Presidency coincides with the most turbulent period yet in the post-war history of Europe. Nevertheless, a time 
of turbulence is also a time of opportunity and change. During this period, the EESC should encourage and promote, in 
close co-operation with other EU institutions, the policies necessary to restore growth, reduce unemployment and restore 
the prospect of prosperity for all Europe’s citizens.

Dimitris Kittenis
Workers Group
Former Secretary-General of the Cyprus Workers Confederation (SEK) 
Situated at the crossroads between Europe, the Middle East and Africa, Cyprus is assuming the EU presidency at a time 
when the Union itself is at a crossroads. Th e Cyprus Presidency is called upon to help in resolving problems of inequality 
and solidarity and in taking urgent decisions to address the crisis, with a view to reducing unemployment, improving 
quality of life and furthering European integration.

Kostakis Konstantinidis
Various Interests Group
President of the Union of Cypriot Farmers (EKA) 
Th roughout the presidency, our objectives and ambitions will entail an endeavour to enhance cooperation and solidar-
ity between the Member States, and also to step up eff orts to promote peace, not just in the Mediterranean and Middle 
East, but also in Europe and the wider world. We would also like to see better living standards for ordinary people and 
growth, not just in Europe, but also in non-EU countries.

Michalis Lytras
Various Interests Group
Th e Cyprus Presidency will contribute to achieving the objective of social and economic cohesion in the European Union 
and will work to promote economic growth and overcome the economic crisis, to fi nalise and adopt the 2014-2020 Com-
mon Agricultural Policy, to combat unemployment and to establish peace in Europe and the whole world. I believe this 
will be a successful and productive presidency.

Andreas Pavlikkas
Workers Group
Head of the Research and Studies Department of the Pancyprian Federation of Labour
I would like to think that the presidency of the Republic of Cyprus will be marked by success at every level – both politi-
cal and organisational. As far as possible our country must contribute to decision-making relating to issues of solidarity 
between large and small countries, to strengthening and widening the Community agenda, and to strengthening EU 
relations with the Mediterranean and Middle Eastern countries. In addition, Cyprus will have the opportunity to present 
itself as a country, its strong points and assets, both in Europe and globally, so as to attract investment and tourists. ●

* Following the resignation of one of the EESC’s Cypriot Members, the procedure for appointing a new Member has been launched. This process was still on-going when 
the newsletter went to print. The full list of EESC Members can be consulted on our website: eesc.europa.eu.

Mr Dimitris Dimitriadis, a Greek 
Member of the EESC and chair of 
the Euromed Follow-up Commit-
tee was appointed rapporteur for 
the opinion. 

EESC Info: Why does the 
EU need a new macro-
regional strategy for the 
Mediterranean region?

Dimitris Dimitriadis: All the 
eff orts that the EU has undertaken 
so far to address the Mediterranean 
region in its entirety have failed. 
Th e Barcelona Process, which was 
launched in 1995 and was intended 
to frame relations between the EU 
and its Mediterranean partners, is 
dead. 

In the meantime the geopolitical 
context in the region has completely 

Dimitris Dimitriadis, EESC member

PEER-TO-PEER INTERVIEW

In a new series of interviews, 
Tomasz Jasiński, a Polish Member 
of the EESC Workers’ Group and 
the Members’ representative on the 
board of the EESC Info newsletter, 
will be speaking to his fellow Mem-
bers to discover what makes them 
tick. His fi rst interviewee is Martin 
Siecker, a Dutch Member of the 
EESC Workers Group, represent-
ing the Netherlands Trade Union 
Federation.

Tomasz Jasiński: What is your 
professional background?

Martin Siecker: I’m a journalist by 
profession. I started my career in the 
seventies, when I worked as a reporter 
for a left -wing daily. 10 years later I 
moved to the labour movement, 
where I became editor of the mem-
bers’ newsletter. 

TJ: What pushed you towards 
seeking a career in the trade 
union movement? 

MS: Th e more I reported on labour 
relations, the more involved I got in 
the issues. One day I found out that 
young reporters on the paper were 
not receiving the salary they were 
entitled to. Together with my col-
leagues, I set up an action committee 
to defend them. We negotiated with 
the editor and we ultimately won. 
Th at was when I decided to work for 
an organisation that defended work-
ers’ rights. 

TJ: How long have you been a 
trade union member? 

MS: I joined a trade union the 
moment I entered the labour market, 
which was in 1967. Before becoming 
a journalist I did all sorts of temporary 
jobs. It was my choice to do things that 
way. At the time, I did not want to 
have a permanent job or fi xed work-
ing hours. I liked freedom; when the 
sun shone I could go and swim instead 
of working. 

TJ: What are your passions? 

MS: Music. I listen to it a lot. I play 
drums a bit but am not good enough 
to join a band. Well even if I were bet-
ter, I would not have enough time to 
drum in a band. And I love reading, 
there is almost nothing better than a 
good crime story. 

TJ: I thought that everyone 
in the Netherlands was a 
football fan

MS: I am a football fan. I support 
Ajax Amsterdam. I used to live 
next door to the Olympic Stadium 
in Amsterdam when Ajax was at its 
best. I watched all their European 
home games in the early seventies 
when they won the European Cham-
pions League three times in a row. 

TJ: When did you become an 
EESC Member?

MS: Ten years ago. In 2010 I was 
appointed EESC Member for the 
third time.

TJ: In your view, what is the 
most pressing challenge the 
EU needs to address?

MS: Growing euroscepticism. Th is 
is a real threat. Th ere is a risk that 
if we fail to counter it, all that will 
remain of a reuniting Europe will 
be a kilometre square of concrete, 
glass and steel near the Brussels city 
centre, which will be a memorial to 
an ideal that used to be seen as great 
and compelling but sadly ended up 
on the garbage heap of history as the 
greatest and most expensive political 
failure. ●

Soon in the EESC 
Step up for a stronger Europe! 

Civil society a full partner in the 
Europe 2020 strategy

The event that will take place on 
25  September  2012 will address 
look at levers for boosting growth 
and developing a European growth 
pact. Four parallel workshops will 
discuss the setting-up of a coher-
ent framework for an EU growth 
strategy, the re-launch of the single 

market, recovery and job creation as 
well as innovation in the context of 
smart and sustainable growth. 

Th e EESC group presidents will 
each set out their specifi c views on 
getting Europe back on a sustainable 
growth track. A high-level panel will 
then debate ways of maximising the 
growth opportunities off ered by the 
Europe 2020 strategy. 

Th e conference will be attended 
by national and EU stakeholders, 
EU-level decision-makers, MEPs 
and national parliamentarians, 

Member State governments and 
administrations, representatives of 
national and EU-level civil society, 
local and regional authorities, think-
tanks and opinion- leaders.

During the conference, the EESC 
and the national ESCs will put for-
ward ideas and share their experi-
ences and best practices with a view 
to harnessing the above levers to 
move towards a sustainable and 
competitive Europe. (kf) ●

Want to know more? Consult the 
event programme at: http://www.
eesc.europa.eu/stronger-europe 

For further information please 
contact: europe2020-eesc@eesc.
europa.eu

CYPRUS PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

changed as a consequence of the rev-
olutions in North African countries. 

Th is is why we have to start from 
scratch. We have to come up with 
a new vision and an entirely new 
approach. I will soon have the fi rst 
meeting with a Cypriot minister 
to discuss how the EESC can best 
respond to Cyprus’ request for advice. 

EESC Info: Many of the 
challenges the EU countries in 
the Mediterranean region are 
facing could be addressed in 
the framework of EU cohesion 
policy …

DD: Cohesion policy is not enough. 
We need a broader vision and a long-
term perspective for the next 15-20 
years, which includes the whole 
region and not just EU Member 

States in the region. First, we have to 
defi ne clear, long-term strategic goals 
for the region, and then we need to 
make sure that cohesion policy sup-
ports them. 

EESC Info: You have just come 
back from the conference 
on the Baltic Sea Region 
Strategy. Do you think that 
you can draw inspiration 
from some of the solutions 
developed within this 
framework? 

DD: Th e Baltic Sea Region Strategy 
is definitely a model blueprint for 
similar strategies. It has shown how 
successful an integrated approach to 
common issues, involving several 
countries and authorities, can be. 
It is obviously impossible to repro-
duce the Baltic Sea Strategy solu-

tions wholesale but some of them 
provide useful inspiration. In terms 
of geopolitics, the Baltic Sea Region 
Strategy provides one useful lesson: 
although the strategy includes only 
EU Member States, what is absolutely 
crucial to its success is EU-Russia 
relations. 

Consequently, if we want the EU 
Mediterranean strategy to succeed, 
it must bring together all the players 
from around the Mediterranean rim: 
EU countries, islands, North African 
countries, Turkey, Israel and the Pal-
estinian territories. (mb)  ●

Th e Cyprus Presidency website is 
now up and running.

Click on the link to search for the 
latest news about the Cyprus Presi-
dency: www.cy2012.eu 

The Cyprus Presidency has asked 
the EESC to draft  an opinion on a 
macro-regional strategy for the Med-
iterranean – what benefi ts for Island 
Member States.

Andreas Mavroyiannis, Deputy Minister 
to the President for European Aff airs, 
Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU

NEW EESC PUBLICATIONS

 ■ Consumer protection

 ■ Th e European Economic and Social Committee 
during the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of 
the EU

More information available at http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/?i=portal.en.publications ●al.en

and President of the Eurogroup, 
Enzo Moavero Milanesi, Italian 
Minister for European Aff airs, and 
high-ranking representatives of the 
European Commission, the Euro-
pean Central Bank and the Euro-
pean Parliament. Staff an Nilsson, 
President of the EESC, opened the 
session with a statement calling for 
a fi scal stability union and the intro-
duction of Eurobonds. He stressed 
the need for concrete initiatives 
for Member States to share fi scal 
responsibilities, so that interest 
rates on the public debt of countries 
that are making fi scal consolidation 
eff orts can fall. 

My name is Bond... Eurobond

Michael Smyth, President of the 
ECO Section, chaired the debate, 
making it clear that, in his view, we 
are facing a crisis of demand similar 
to the one that took place in the 
1930s and that the orthodoxy of 
austerity will only drive us to reces-
sion, a breeding ground for pop-
ulism and radical parties. Carmelo 
Cedrone and Gerard Dantin, rap-
porteurs for two EESC opinions on 
Eurobonds and similar instruments 
for shared debt, and Pedro Augusto 
Almeida Freire, President of the 
EESC’s permanent study group on 
economic policy coordination, 
advocated integration as the only 
possible solution to the current 
situation. Th e concrete proposal set 
out in Mr  Cedrone’s opinion – 
which has already been adopted – is 
to support the introduction of two 
kinds of bonds: stability bonds to 
mutualise debt with shared respon-
sibilities, and investment bonds to 
attract capital from the emerging 
economic superpowers such as Bra-
zil, Russia, India and China. Mr 
Dantin is preparing an opinion that 
will discuss the mutualisation of 
debt among Member States, which 
is to be put to the vote at the July 
plenary session. 

The Commission’s representa-
tive highlighted the importance of 
creating a backstop for the fi nancial 
sector at EU level and progressing 
towards better fi scal integration. For 
her part, Sylvie Goulard, Member of 
the European Parliament, pointed 
out that the European Council 
should not be the sole political 
arena to tackle the current crisis and 
suggested that a broader approach 

What is missing is the political will to get out of the crisis

EESC info: Mr Cedrone, in your recent 
opinion you said that the current European 
crisis is more political than economic…

Carmelo Cedrone: Europe can no longer aff ord to have 
a single monetary policy and 17 economic and fi nancial 
policies. Th e EU should move towards a fi scal union 
and the fi rst step in this direction would be the intro-
duction of two complementary but distinct EU bonds: 
non-tradable union bonds designed to stabilise debt, 
and Eurobonds for recovery and growth.

EESC info: Is this feasible?

CC: Th ese bonds would restore investors’ confi dence and replace austerity 
by restoring the welfare state. Moreover, our plan does not require a treaty 
reform or the creation of new institutions. It would make use of existing 
EU instruments, such as the European Investment Fund (EIF). Th e only 
missing element is the political will. (rdr) ●

Martin Siecker: music lover and fan of crime fi ction

Michalis Antoniou, 
Employers’ Group

Dimitris Kittenis, 
Employers’ Group

Kostakis Konstantinidis, 
Various Interests’ Group

Michalis Lytras, 
Various Interests’ Group

Andreas Pavlikkas, 
Workers’ Group
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PLENARY SESSION IN A NUTSHELL
A digital market for growth

By way of advice to the Danish presidency on the digital way 
forward, the EESC adopted an Opinion in May on harnessing 
growth through the digital single market. Th e stakes are high 
for the EU as studies show that a digital single market would 
add 4% to Europe’s GDP by 2020.

Th e opinion called for rapid deployment of infrastructure 
across all European territory, including remote areas, to guar-
antee universal access to the internet. 

Given that, by 2015, 95% 
of jobs will require internet-
related skills, “training is 
absolutely crucial”, wrote 
Laure Batut (France, Work-
ers Group), rapporteur for 
the opinion. She added that 
accessibility for everybody, 

including senior citizens, to hardware and soft ware, and to 
training on how to use them, are prerequisites for meeting 
this challenge. 

To boost e-commerce, the EESC called for harmonisation 
of commerce legislation and legislation on indirect taxation. 
It warned, however, against using this as an excuse to increase 
tax rates. (mb) ●

Europe lagging behind on energy targets

Progress towards a low-carbon economy in the EU and some 
of its Member States is falling dangerously behind current 

targets, the European 
Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) has 
warned in its opinion 
on the Energy Roadmap 
2050, which was adopted 
at the plenary session in 
May. 

In the Committee’s view, the EU fails to recognise the extent 
to which it is falling short of its own targets. “Th e decline of 
heavily polluting production processes in the EU, their growth 
in other parts of the world and subsequent imports into the EU 
disguise the extent of the shortfall”, says Pierre Jean Coulon 
(Workers Group, France), the opinion’s rapporteur.

Th e opinion is critical of progress in the area of energy effi  -
ciency and renewables. Th e development of renewable energy is 
being held back by unsteady government support and in some 
cases local resistance, it argues. 

Th e Committee reiterates its call for the establishment of a 
European civil society forum to boost the fl ow of information 
within the EU by regularly bringing together all stakeholders 
to discuss the energy transition up to 2050.

“Public acceptance of energy choices is a challenge for 
Europe’s democracies today”, states Richard Adams (Various 
Interests Group, United Kingdom), co-rapporteur for the opin-
ion, adding that “the 2050 Roadmap must be used not only to 
launch the widest possible debate among Europeans, it should 
also promote engagement at every level – personal, regional, 
national and EU”. (mb) ●

European Social Business and Social 
Entrepreneurship Funds

In two opinions – one on the European Social Entrepreneurship 
Funds (rapporteur Ariane Rodert, Various Interests Group) 
and one on the Social Business Initiative (rapporteur Giuseppe 
Guerini, Various Interests Group) – the EESC has encouraged 
the Commission and Member States to make public procure-
ment and fi nancing more accessible to social enterprises, to 
develop national frameworks for the growth of social enter-
prises and to implement the European Social Entrepreneurship 
Fund as appropriate. 

Th e social economy sector 
already employs more than 
11 million people in the EU, 
which is 6% of the workforce. 
Approximately one out of 
every four businesses founded 
in Europe is a social enterprise. 
In the current crisis situation, 
where the number of people 
without a job or access to eco-
nomic resources is steadily 

increasing, the EESC wants to strengthen growth, employment 
and competitiveness, while creating a more inclusive society in 
line with the Europe 2020 strategy.

According to the EESC, the future European Social Entrepre-
neurship Fund should also be accompanied by other fi nancial 
instruments dedicated to the development of social enterprises. 
Th e European Social Entrepreneurship Fund by itself will not 
be suffi  cient to improve access to appropriate capital. (ail) ●

Five years ago the European Coun-
cil entrusted a dozen prominent 
European personalities with the 
task of drawing up a report on the 
EU’s challenges for the next 
20 years. Th e group of “wise men” 
chaired by Felipe Gonzalez and 
including Mario Monti and Lech 
Wacesa concluded in May 2010 that 
Europe needed to be re-founded. 
Th e priorities listed in the report 
included the following: economic 
growth; competitiveness; demo-
cratic legitimacy; and leadership in 
the fi ght against climate change. It 
is precisely these subjects that are 
at the heart of the daily work of 
organised European civil society at 
the EESC, in its public hearings, 
conferences, study groups and 
opinions. It is by no means a coin-
cidence that the answers given by 
the wise men share one main prin-
ciple with most of the political posi-
tions adopted by the EESC: “We 
need more Europe, not less”.

For us at the EESC, “more 
Europe” also has to be the guid-
ing principle for the Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) 2014-
2020, which will determine the EU’s 
budget for the next six years. When 
the previous MFF was approved, 
most European economies were 
growing and fi nancial stability was 
taken for granted. Considering the 
current instability and the wave of 
austerity sweeping across Europe, 
there a risk that a minimalist budget 
will be adopted. The European 
Commission (EC) is thus propos-

ing to keep the EU’s total budget at 
the current 1% of EU GDP, while 
some Member States are asking for 
cuts. For its part, at its May ple-
nary session the EESC adopted an 
opinion calling for an increase to 
1.11%. Let us recall the defi nition of 
a budget: “an estimate of costs, rev-
enues, and resources over a speci-
fied period, reflecting a reading 
of future fi nancial conditions and 
goals”. Applying this to the situa-
tion currently faced by the EU: now 
that the goals are higher, both costs 
and revenues have to be reconsid-
ered. If the EU really wants to take a 
signifi cant step towards integration 
and assume greater responsibility, it 
must also take over the reins when it 
comes to growth to secure Europe’s 
social model. And this is only pos-
sible if the budget – the instrument 
the EU uses to achieve its objectives 
– is suffi  ciently ambitious.

Th at said, the EC’s proposal for 
the MFF does improve and simplify 
the structure of the budget. Another 
positive step is the EC’s criticism of 
certain Member States’ approach to 
negotiations, marked by the prin-
ciples of fair return and horizontal 
fairness. In terms of revenue, the 
EESC supports the introduction 
of a new system of own resources, 
which includes a modified VAT 
resource and a fi nancial transaction 
tax. In terms of expenditure, the 
institutions and the Member States 
should keep in mind the principle 
of added European value – the 
idea that a euro spent at EU level 
is more eff ective than one spent at 
national level. Th e two main items 
of expenditure in the budget – the 
CAP and cohesion policy – also 
have an improved structure in the 
EC’s proposal, one that favours effi  -
ciency and eff ective agriculture and 
attempts to reduce the dispersion 
effect of the funds by encourag-

ing macro-projects. Nonetheless, 
the EESC warns that the current 
cohesion policy risks penalising 
the EU’s least developed regions 
when macroeconomic condition-
ality is applied to the disbursement 
of funds.

Th ere is a complementary con-
cept to “More Europe is needed, not 
less”, which is constantly heard at 
the EESC and is gaining strength: 
“Th e cost of nonEurope”. If the size, 
effi  ciency and transparency of the 
EU budget are not proportionate to 
the weight of the issues at stake, we 
may end up facing the challenges 
of the 21st century with a weaker 
EU, and this would be going in the 
opposite direction to the wise mens 
suggestions. (asp) ●

“
”

Now that the goals 
are higher, both costs 
and revenues have to be 
reconsidered

Established in 1989 by the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme, World Popu-
lation Day is commemorated every 
year on 11 July to raise awareness of 
global population and sustainability 
issues. As issues of population and 
sustainability are inextricably linked, 

11 July: World Population Day

EESC Info met Hans-Joachim Wilms, 
President of the EESC’s Sustainable 
Development Observatory for a chat 
about the population day. 

EESC Info: Is it still 
relevant to celebrate world 
population day? 

Hans-Joachim Wilms: It is impor-
tant because we need to consider 
how we want to deal with popula-
tion issues and especially food secu-
rity. It is clear, at the EESC as well, 
that there are two camps among 
farmers. Conventional farmers say 
we can produce more by increasing 
the amount of farmland. I belong to 
the second group, who believe that 
the planet can feed everybody via 
distributive justice. 

EESC Info: What does 
this mean?

HW: Statistics issued by the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations (FAO) reveal 
that the world can produce enough 
food for everybody, but that food 
is not produced where it is needed, 
neither in the required quality nor 
quantities. Th e question is how to 
change this situation. The conse-
quences are disastrous – it is, for 
example, leading to deforestation in 
Brazil and Argentina. Th e fact that 
Europeans cannot produce enough 
food demonstrates a need for behav-

ioural change, both on our side and 
amongst producers in developing 
countries. Another point to high-
light is how much eating habits 
have changed during the past cen-
tury; for instance, increased meat 
consumption. 

EESC Info: What 
should change?

HW: A multitude of things need 
to happen to create a comprehen-
sive picture. Advocating the exten-
sion of farmland is too simple. We 
need to ensure that countries can 
be as independent as possible. For 
instance, it does not make sense to 
ship animal feed across the world. 
It is also wrong that we are convert-
ing nature reserves in Germany to 
grow biomass materials. And these 
are just two examples. 

EESC Info: The EESC has 
made it clear repeatedly 
that our production 
and consumption patterns 
need a rethink. 
Do you think that this 

Building bridges over troubled waters
Interview with Nicolai Wammen, Danish Minister for European Aff airs 

EESC Info: What were the 
ambitions of the Danish 
presidency?

Nicolai Wammen: It was clear 
from the very beginning that 
Denmark was taking over the 
presidency of the Council in a 
time of serious economic crisis. 
Th e clear ambition for the Dan-

ish presidency was to help get 
Europe back on track and out of 
the crisis – not by making a splash 
in headlines across Europe but by 
working hard and achieving the 
results that Europe needs. Over 
the last six months we have been 
working hard to make that happen 
by “building bridges over troubled 
waters” and pushing forward with 
negotiations. 

Th e Danish presidency has helped 
shape an economic policy which 
tackles the crisis from two angles: to 
ensure recovery, it has been neces-
sary to restore confi dence by con-
solidating public fi nances, while we 
also needed to promote growth and 
new jobs through reforms and new 
initiatives. 

Looking back at the presidency 
now, I think it is fair to say that we 
certainly managed to bring Europe 
an important step along the way. 

EESC Info: What do you 
consider to be your biggest 
achievements? 

NW: From the outset, the Danish 
presidency was focused on getting 
down to the solid hard work that will 
take Europe further along the road. 
Th roughout the last six months, we 
have been striving to achieve real 
results across the board. Th e most 
important achievement is not one 
single headline, but rather the fact 
that we have shown that the EU 
works and achieves results despite 
the crisis. I am proud that the Dan-
ish presidency, in cooperation with 
the other EU institutions, has made 
an important contribution to bring-
ing Europe out of the crisis. 

And then if I might just highlight 
three achievements aside from the 
economic agenda, one would have 
to be the agreement on the Energy 
Efficiency Directive. Not only is 

this good for the climate and our 
dependence on energy, it also helps 
create 400 000 jobs in Europe. Th e 
roaming regulation also stands out. 
Th is will ensure lower mobile prices 
abroad when we use our smart 
phones. And finally, by granting 
Serbia the status of candidate coun-
try we have taken an important 
step towards ensuring democracy 
in Europe. 

EESC Info: Cost-effi  ciency 
was a characteristic feature 
of the Danish presidency. 
The fact that you served 
only tap water at meetings 
earned you the nickname 
“Tap water presidency”…

NW: To be honest with you, I am 
actually very proud of that nick-
name of ours. Why? Because it 
shows what is true: not only do we 
in Denmark have amazing fresh 
water in our taps, we also find 

immense value in green cost-effi  -
ciency. We care about our resources 
and our CO

2
 emissions. And pre-

cisely that has been a fundamental 
guiding principle in the planning of 
our presidency as a whole. 

Therefore, all meeting venues 
and hotel rooms were eco-labelled. 
Th e menus were based on seasonal 
ingredients, of which 50% were 
sourced from local suppliers. In 
addition we implemented pro-
grammes to limit food waste and 
any food waste was transported 
directly to local bio-gas plants and 
converted into energy for Danish 
households. 

I know that several of my col-
leagues have been inspired by 
Denmark’s green approach, so my 
fi ngers are crossed that other presi-
dencies will follow suit. (pln/mb)
 ●

Nicolai Wammen, Danish Minister 
for European Aff airs, 
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The Danish presidency seen through the eyes 
of Danish Members of the EESC
We have no choice but to change our consumption habits
Interview with Benedicte Federspiel, EESC Member, 

Chief Counsel at the Danish Consumer Council

A fi re-fi ghting presidency
Interview with Mr Nils Juhl Andreasen, 

Member of the EESC Employers’ Group, and 

Director of the Danish Agriculture and Food Council

EESC Info: To mark 
European Consumer 
Day on 15 March 2012, 
the European Economic 
and Social Committee 
organised, together with 
the Danish Consumer 
Council, a conference on 
sustainable consumption 

EESC Info: On the eve of 
the Danish presidency 
you insisted that its 
focus be on boosting 
the competitiveness of 
European businesses, 
particularly in the food 
sector. How do you 
judge the Presidency’s 
achievements in this area?

Nils Juhl Andreasen: It is hard to 
judge, as so much eff ort has had to 
be devoted to the fi nancial crisis 
in the EU and ultimately to safe-
guarding the Euro. It has been more 
about damage control than about a 
positive drive towards sharpening 
the competitiveness of European 
businesses. Despite that, I believe 
that in the long term this will bring 
a competitive advantage to the 
European business sector, includ-
ing the agriculture and food sector. 

EESC Info: The Danish 
presidency has led the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
reform talks, which the 
Cypriot presidency will now 
take over. Do you think the 
negotiations are heading in 
the right direction?

at a time of crisis. Do you 
think the Danish presidency 
of the EU heard our call for a 
rethink of our consumption 
practices?

Benedicte Federspiel: The door 
was already open because “green” 
and “sustainable” were the buz-
zwords and goals of the Danish 
government in general and also for 
the presidency. Th e ministers and 
other prominent speakers at the 
conference made it clear that it was 
impossible not to change our current 
consumption patterns. 

EESC Info: Does the crisis 
not weaken the case for 
sustainable consumption? 

BF: We cannot aff ord not to include 
sustainability in all our policies. 
Finding a way out of the crisis is also 
an opportunity to fi nd new aff ord-

NJA: As far as I can see, the negoti-
ations are heading nowhere, so it is 
impossible to tell whether they are 
heading in the right direction. A lot 
of time has been spent on establish-
ing clarity on the proposal put for-
ward by the European Commission 
and its consequences. Only recently 
did Member States and NGOs pre-
sent clear views and positions.

In the meantime the context 
is rapidly changing because of a 
deepening of the fi nancial crisis in 
the European Union, the changing 
patterns of supply and demand 
for food in the world market and 
the increased focus on sustainable 
production and consumption. 
Taken together, this might strongly 
infl uence political attitudes to the 
importance of the agriculture and 
food sector in the European Union 
and the European model of agricul-
tural production.

EESC Info: Was the Danish 
presidency the talk of the 
town in Denmark or did it go 
largely unnoticed?

NJA: A lot of events of all kinds 
have taken place in Denmark 
and in Brussels and the Danish 
government have done a fi ne job 
in that respect. Unfortunately, a 
number of domestic issues, as well 
as the fi nancial crisis in EU, have 
dominated the headlines and thus 
defl ected attention from EU-mat-
ters and the eff orts of the Danish 
presidency (pln/mb)  ●

able and sustainable solutions. One 
example is a directive on energy 
effi  ciency that has just been agreed 
upon. Danish industry has recently 
confi rmed that it should be possible 
to achieve both economic and envi-
ronmental goals going towards 2020. 

EESC Info: What should we 
do to make sustainable 
consumption an easy choice 
for consumers?

BF: We all need to take responsi-
bility, and support for sustainable 
consumption should become the 
new black. In this context, the pres-
idency asked the EESC to produce 
an opinion on how to further sus-
tainable production and consump-
tion. There are, however, no easy 
solutions, and it will be an ongoing 
task to deliver both aff ordable and 
sustainable products and services in 
the years to come. (pln/mb)  ●

Energy effi  ciency: made in Denmark
Interview with Marie-Louise Knuppert, Member of the EESC Workers’ Group 

and Confederal Secretary of the Danish Confederation of Trade Unions

EESC Info: In December 
last year you said that the 
presidency should put an 
emphasis on creating green 
jobs and getting young 
people onto the labour 
market. Did the presidency 
do enough in this respect?

Marie-Louise Knuppert: It has 
done everything it possibly could 
do to put growth and jobs high on 
the agenda – not an easy task against 

the backdrop of the economic crisis. 
I am happy that the presidency suc-
ceeded in securing agreement on the 
energy effi  ciency directive

If we had failed, we would have 
missed a golden opportunity to help 
EU countries to act eff ectively on 
energy consumption and to foster 
the creation of thousands of jobs at a 
time when they are so badly needed. 

Th e Danish presidency has been 
keeping the focus on youth unem-
ployment. Now is the time for action. 
Th is means that the EU has to gear 
its policy towards helping to make 
room for young people. Th is could 
be done through more pro-active use 
of the European Social Fund. In this 
regard, the Danish Confederation of 
Trade Unions and Danish employ-
ers has proposed that ESF resources 
be used to support the introduction 
of work experience schemes in the 
Member States. 

Th e focus could also be refl ected 
in the negotiations on the pub-
lic procurement directives, which 
could quite legitimately include 
the requirement that those seeking 
public contracts must also provide a 
certain number of internships. Th ese 
are just two practical examples.

EESC Info: You recently 
participated in a meeting 
in Copenhagen that dealt 
with ways of engaging 
citizens in the European 
project. Is it diffi  cult to get 
Danes involved in European 
debate?

MLK: Confidence in and public 
support for EU membership can 
only be achieved if EU politicians 
are seen to be solving the problems 
of ordinary citizens. People must be 
able to recognise the contribution 
made by the EU in everyday life. 
There are concrete proposals for 
how this can be done, not least the 
examples set out above.

EESC Info: Do you know 
of any communications 
activities undertaken in 
Denmark that the EU should 
learn from?

MLK: Th e EU must be as specifi c as 
possible in its communication work, 
although this is fi rst and foremost 
a task for decision-makers in the 
Member States. Th e “citizens’ plat-
form” (Folkemødet) set up on the 
island of Bornholm on the basis of 
a Swedish idea, is just one instance 
of direct dialogue between politi-
cians and the public. EU commu-
nication policy should be based on 
the open coordination mechanisms 
and exchanges of experiences that 
are now used in so many other 
fi elds. (pln/mb) ●

Globalisation and relocation: 
is there a future for EU industry?
Pepe had worked for years at a 
solar panel factory in an EU Mem-
ber State. He had a great job with 
a permanent contract and good 
working conditions. Th e company 
made good profi ts, and was con-
tinuously expanding. Indeed, it 
benefi ted from special conditions 
from local authorities and national 
subsidies for the renewable energy 
sector. Everything seemed to be 
perfect … until the crisis. And 
then the party was over. 

Due to budget cuts, the national 
government was obliged to 
reduce subsidies, which dramati-
cally decreased demand for solar 
panels. As a result, the company 
decided to close the factory and 
move production to Mexico. 
Eventually, the entire staff lost 
their jobs and joined the ranks 
of the unemployed, who already 
accounted for 40% of the national 
workforce. 

Pepe’s had suddenly ended up 
in a critical situation. In the end, 
he accepted a short-term contract 
to train the local workers at the 
new solar panel plant in Mexico, 
the workers who were to replace 
him. Aft er vain promises, he even-
tually found himself unemployed. 

Managing change 

Like Pepe, thousands of work-
ers in Europe are affected by 
industrial change and globali-
sation, which pose a challenge 
to an increasingly integrated 
internal market. To address this 
situation, the EU and the EESC 
set up the Consultative Com-
mission on Industrial Change 
(CCMI) in 2002. The CCMI’s 
mandate involves anticipating, 

pre-empting and analysing devel-
opments, so as to ensure positive, 
common approaches to the man-
agement of industrial change from 
an economic, social, territorial and 
environmental point of view. Its 
members, who come from various 
sectors aff ected by the modernisa-
tion of the economy, give the CCMI 

the moral authority to speak directly 
with other EU policy makers. Th eir 
aim is clear: to keep EU industries 
competitive while at the same time 
ensuring that developments are 
socially benefi cial. Jorge Pegado Liz, 
President of the CCMI, defi nes its 
three main functions as “promoting 
the principles of the EU’s founders 
through its opinions; meeting the 
challenge of developments such 
as globalisation, social network-
ing and new working methods; 
and anticipating and preparing for 
industrial change and restructuring 
[…] Learning from the past, proac-
tive observation of the present and 
anticipating the future”.

Getting ahead through education

Since the beginning of the eco-
nomic, financial and who-knows-
what-else crisis, the CCMI has given 
a voice to all relevant industrial play-
ers, both workers and employers. In 

May 2011, the CCMI adopted three 
opinions looking at how EU indus-
trial policy is currently being aff ected 
by globalisation. Th e position of the 
CCMI is clear and unequivocal. Glo-
balisation has created the dynamic 
for companies to move abroad and/
or restructure. However, faced with 
the threat that cheap labour and 
poor working conditions outside 
Europe could undercut and destroy 
manufacturing jobs at home, man-
agement and workers must begin to 
understand the need to cooperate in 
confronting the challenge of reloca-
tion. Th ere is only one way forward: 
it is through education and training, 
innovation and sustainable develop-
ment that Europe will sustain its sta-
tus as a fi rst-class economic power. 

ICT new battlefi eld

As technology and research have 
become increasingly important, the 
CCMI has been focusing on ICT 
and services, sectors where Europe 
was lagging behind. “Th at’s the new 
battlefi eld, where we need to keep 
in front of China and India,” adds 
Joost P. van Iersel, member of the 
EESC and rapporteur for its Opin-
ion on An industrial policy for the 
globalised era. 

On 12 June, the CCMI marked 
its tenth anniversary by organising 
a conference on the subject, “For 
a continuous sustainable industrial 
change”. It brought together rep-
resentatives of European industry 
associations, trade unions and policy 
makers to analyse the state of Euro-
pean industry, its past challenges and 
future orientations. 

Pepe’s story is being repeated across 
Europe all the time: the CCMI is deter-
mined to change that. (ail) ●

Why the EU needs a diff erent budget 
and what it should look like

alone can bring about a 
sustainable future?

HW: Ten years ago, nobody took 
sustainability seriously. Today, 
there is a general awareness that we 
cannot carry on behaving as we are 
doing. Of course, the crisis is now 
the subject on everybody’s mind, 
and it requires short-term solutions. 
Sustainability and the short-term, 
however do not go together. For-
tunately, sustainability is becoming 
“business as usual” and this trend 
will continue.

EESC Info: What do we 
need to get ahead with our 
sustainable agenda? 

HW: We need a clear view of the 
path ahead, with a timeline, and 
an agreement on areas for action 
and follow-up. I believe the most 
important point is that our politi-
cal leaders live up to their responsi-
bilities, that they show readiness to 
commit to a change in strategy, and 
that concrete roadmaps and action 
plans are agreed. (kf) ●

was needed. Jean-Claude Juncker 
closed the conference on an opti-
mistic note, inviting participants to 
imagine how diffi  cult it would have 
been for most Member States to sur-
vive such a global fi nancial crisis if 
they had been standing alone. 

Inching towards unity

Overall, the EESC’s objective in 
organising this conference, which 
received considerable media cover-
age, was to contribute to the debate 
on what economic governance in 
the EU should look like. Th ere is 
a risk of this kind of debate focus-
ing solely on long-term policy, but 
this time the speakers were aware 
that the decisions to be made in the 
coming months would be of the 

utmost importance for the EU’s 
future. This decision will have a 
direct impact on citizens’ lives with 
direct influence on matters such 
as employment, growing social 
inequalities and the availability of 
credit for SMEs. Th us the EESC will 
continue to be a unique discussion 
forum that embraces concrete pro-
posals through its opinions and 
dialogue with the other European 
players. Th e conference on 7 June 
was part of this approach, which 
also aims to demonstrate that the 
EU may be closer to the unity pro-
jected outside its borders than it is 
to grinding to a halt and falling into 
paralysis. (asp) ●

DANISH PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

Active citizenship 
For a better European society

Active citizenship is central to the role of 
the European Economic and Social Com-
mittee. In this book, 24 EESC members talk 
about their personal contribution as busi-
ness people, trade unionists, campaigners 
and volunteers, revealing a vast and fas-
cinating range of interests and priorities. 
What they all have in common is a sense 
of solidarity with others in society, and a 
concern for their welfare. (cl) ●
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PLENARY SESSION IN A NUTSHELL
A digital market for growth

By way of advice to the Danish presidency on the digital way 
forward, the EESC adopted an Opinion in May on harnessing 
growth through the digital single market. Th e stakes are high 
for the EU as studies show that a digital single market would 
add 4% to Europe’s GDP by 2020.

Th e opinion called for rapid deployment of infrastructure 
across all European territory, including remote areas, to guar-
antee universal access to the internet. 

Given that, by 2015, 95% 
of jobs will require internet-
related skills, “training is 
absolutely crucial”, wrote 
Laure Batut (France, Work-
ers Group), rapporteur for 
the opinion. She added that 
accessibility for everybody, 

including senior citizens, to hardware and soft ware, and to 
training on how to use them, are prerequisites for meeting 
this challenge. 

To boost e-commerce, the EESC called for harmonisation 
of commerce legislation and legislation on indirect taxation. 
It warned, however, against using this as an excuse to increase 
tax rates. (mb) ●

Europe lagging behind on energy targets

Progress towards a low-carbon economy in the EU and some 
of its Member States is falling dangerously behind current 

targets, the European 
Economic and Social 
Committee (EESC) has 
warned in its opinion 
on the Energy Roadmap 
2050, which was adopted 
at the plenary session in 
May. 

In the Committee’s view, the EU fails to recognise the extent 
to which it is falling short of its own targets. “Th e decline of 
heavily polluting production processes in the EU, their growth 
in other parts of the world and subsequent imports into the EU 
disguise the extent of the shortfall”, says Pierre Jean Coulon 
(Workers Group, France), the opinion’s rapporteur.

Th e opinion is critical of progress in the area of energy effi  -
ciency and renewables. Th e development of renewable energy is 
being held back by unsteady government support and in some 
cases local resistance, it argues. 

Th e Committee reiterates its call for the establishment of a 
European civil society forum to boost the fl ow of information 
within the EU by regularly bringing together all stakeholders 
to discuss the energy transition up to 2050.

“Public acceptance of energy choices is a challenge for 
Europe’s democracies today”, states Richard Adams (Various 
Interests Group, United Kingdom), co-rapporteur for the opin-
ion, adding that “the 2050 Roadmap must be used not only to 
launch the widest possible debate among Europeans, it should 
also promote engagement at every level – personal, regional, 
national and EU”. (mb) ●

European Social Business and Social 
Entrepreneurship Funds

In two opinions – one on the European Social Entrepreneurship 
Funds (rapporteur Ariane Rodert, Various Interests Group) 
and one on the Social Business Initiative (rapporteur Giuseppe 
Guerini, Various Interests Group) – the EESC has encouraged 
the Commission and Member States to make public procure-
ment and fi nancing more accessible to social enterprises, to 
develop national frameworks for the growth of social enter-
prises and to implement the European Social Entrepreneurship 
Fund as appropriate. 

Th e social economy sector 
already employs more than 
11 million people in the EU, 
which is 6% of the workforce. 
Approximately one out of 
every four businesses founded 
in Europe is a social enterprise. 
In the current crisis situation, 
where the number of people 
without a job or access to eco-
nomic resources is steadily 

increasing, the EESC wants to strengthen growth, employment 
and competitiveness, while creating a more inclusive society in 
line with the Europe 2020 strategy.

According to the EESC, the future European Social Entrepre-
neurship Fund should also be accompanied by other fi nancial 
instruments dedicated to the development of social enterprises. 
Th e European Social Entrepreneurship Fund by itself will not 
be suffi  cient to improve access to appropriate capital. (ail) ●

Five years ago the European Coun-
cil entrusted a dozen prominent 
European personalities with the 
task of drawing up a report on the 
EU’s challenges for the next 
20 years. Th e group of “wise men” 
chaired by Felipe Gonzalez and 
including Mario Monti and Lech 
Wacesa concluded in May 2010 that 
Europe needed to be re-founded. 
Th e priorities listed in the report 
included the following: economic 
growth; competitiveness; demo-
cratic legitimacy; and leadership in 
the fi ght against climate change. It 
is precisely these subjects that are 
at the heart of the daily work of 
organised European civil society at 
the EESC, in its public hearings, 
conferences, study groups and 
opinions. It is by no means a coin-
cidence that the answers given by 
the wise men share one main prin-
ciple with most of the political posi-
tions adopted by the EESC: “We 
need more Europe, not less”.

For us at the EESC, “more 
Europe” also has to be the guid-
ing principle for the Multiannual 
Financial Framework (MFF) 2014-
2020, which will determine the EU’s 
budget for the next six years. When 
the previous MFF was approved, 
most European economies were 
growing and fi nancial stability was 
taken for granted. Considering the 
current instability and the wave of 
austerity sweeping across Europe, 
there a risk that a minimalist budget 
will be adopted. The European 
Commission (EC) is thus propos-

ing to keep the EU’s total budget at 
the current 1% of EU GDP, while 
some Member States are asking for 
cuts. For its part, at its May ple-
nary session the EESC adopted an 
opinion calling for an increase to 
1.11%. Let us recall the defi nition of 
a budget: “an estimate of costs, rev-
enues, and resources over a speci-
fied period, reflecting a reading 
of future fi nancial conditions and 
goals”. Applying this to the situa-
tion currently faced by the EU: now 
that the goals are higher, both costs 
and revenues have to be reconsid-
ered. If the EU really wants to take a 
signifi cant step towards integration 
and assume greater responsibility, it 
must also take over the reins when it 
comes to growth to secure Europe’s 
social model. And this is only pos-
sible if the budget – the instrument 
the EU uses to achieve its objectives 
– is suffi  ciently ambitious.

Th at said, the EC’s proposal for 
the MFF does improve and simplify 
the structure of the budget. Another 
positive step is the EC’s criticism of 
certain Member States’ approach to 
negotiations, marked by the prin-
ciples of fair return and horizontal 
fairness. In terms of revenue, the 
EESC supports the introduction 
of a new system of own resources, 
which includes a modified VAT 
resource and a fi nancial transaction 
tax. In terms of expenditure, the 
institutions and the Member States 
should keep in mind the principle 
of added European value – the 
idea that a euro spent at EU level 
is more eff ective than one spent at 
national level. Th e two main items 
of expenditure in the budget – the 
CAP and cohesion policy – also 
have an improved structure in the 
EC’s proposal, one that favours effi  -
ciency and eff ective agriculture and 
attempts to reduce the dispersion 
effect of the funds by encourag-

ing macro-projects. Nonetheless, 
the EESC warns that the current 
cohesion policy risks penalising 
the EU’s least developed regions 
when macroeconomic condition-
ality is applied to the disbursement 
of funds.

Th ere is a complementary con-
cept to “More Europe is needed, not 
less”, which is constantly heard at 
the EESC and is gaining strength: 
“Th e cost of nonEurope”. If the size, 
effi  ciency and transparency of the 
EU budget are not proportionate to 
the weight of the issues at stake, we 
may end up facing the challenges 
of the 21st century with a weaker 
EU, and this would be going in the 
opposite direction to the wise mens 
suggestions. (asp) ●

“
”

Now that the goals 
are higher, both costs 
and revenues have to be 
reconsidered

Established in 1989 by the Governing 
Council of the United Nations Devel-
opment Programme, World Popu-
lation Day is commemorated every 
year on 11 July to raise awareness of 
global population and sustainability 
issues. As issues of population and 
sustainability are inextricably linked, 

11 July: World Population Day

EESC Info met Hans-Joachim Wilms, 
President of the EESC’s Sustainable 
Development Observatory for a chat 
about the population day. 

EESC Info: Is it still 
relevant to celebrate world 
population day? 

Hans-Joachim Wilms: It is impor-
tant because we need to consider 
how we want to deal with popula-
tion issues and especially food secu-
rity. It is clear, at the EESC as well, 
that there are two camps among 
farmers. Conventional farmers say 
we can produce more by increasing 
the amount of farmland. I belong to 
the second group, who believe that 
the planet can feed everybody via 
distributive justice. 

EESC Info: What does 
this mean?

HW: Statistics issued by the Food 
and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations (FAO) reveal 
that the world can produce enough 
food for everybody, but that food 
is not produced where it is needed, 
neither in the required quality nor 
quantities. Th e question is how to 
change this situation. The conse-
quences are disastrous – it is, for 
example, leading to deforestation in 
Brazil and Argentina. Th e fact that 
Europeans cannot produce enough 
food demonstrates a need for behav-

ioural change, both on our side and 
amongst producers in developing 
countries. Another point to high-
light is how much eating habits 
have changed during the past cen-
tury; for instance, increased meat 
consumption. 

EESC Info: What 
should change?

HW: A multitude of things need 
to happen to create a comprehen-
sive picture. Advocating the exten-
sion of farmland is too simple. We 
need to ensure that countries can 
be as independent as possible. For 
instance, it does not make sense to 
ship animal feed across the world. 
It is also wrong that we are convert-
ing nature reserves in Germany to 
grow biomass materials. And these 
are just two examples. 

EESC Info: The EESC has 
made it clear repeatedly 
that our production 
and consumption patterns 
need a rethink. 
Do you think that this 

Building bridges over troubled waters
Interview with Nicolai Wammen, Danish Minister for European Aff airs 

EESC Info: What were the 
ambitions of the Danish 
presidency?

Nicolai Wammen: It was clear 
from the very beginning that 
Denmark was taking over the 
presidency of the Council in a 
time of serious economic crisis. 
Th e clear ambition for the Dan-

ish presidency was to help get 
Europe back on track and out of 
the crisis – not by making a splash 
in headlines across Europe but by 
working hard and achieving the 
results that Europe needs. Over 
the last six months we have been 
working hard to make that happen 
by “building bridges over troubled 
waters” and pushing forward with 
negotiations. 

Th e Danish presidency has helped 
shape an economic policy which 
tackles the crisis from two angles: to 
ensure recovery, it has been neces-
sary to restore confi dence by con-
solidating public fi nances, while we 
also needed to promote growth and 
new jobs through reforms and new 
initiatives. 

Looking back at the presidency 
now, I think it is fair to say that we 
certainly managed to bring Europe 
an important step along the way. 

EESC Info: What do you 
consider to be your biggest 
achievements? 

NW: From the outset, the Danish 
presidency was focused on getting 
down to the solid hard work that will 
take Europe further along the road. 
Th roughout the last six months, we 
have been striving to achieve real 
results across the board. Th e most 
important achievement is not one 
single headline, but rather the fact 
that we have shown that the EU 
works and achieves results despite 
the crisis. I am proud that the Dan-
ish presidency, in cooperation with 
the other EU institutions, has made 
an important contribution to bring-
ing Europe out of the crisis. 

And then if I might just highlight 
three achievements aside from the 
economic agenda, one would have 
to be the agreement on the Energy 
Efficiency Directive. Not only is 

this good for the climate and our 
dependence on energy, it also helps 
create 400 000 jobs in Europe. Th e 
roaming regulation also stands out. 
Th is will ensure lower mobile prices 
abroad when we use our smart 
phones. And finally, by granting 
Serbia the status of candidate coun-
try we have taken an important 
step towards ensuring democracy 
in Europe. 

EESC Info: Cost-effi  ciency 
was a characteristic feature 
of the Danish presidency. 
The fact that you served 
only tap water at meetings 
earned you the nickname 
“Tap water presidency”…

NW: To be honest with you, I am 
actually very proud of that nick-
name of ours. Why? Because it 
shows what is true: not only do we 
in Denmark have amazing fresh 
water in our taps, we also find 

immense value in green cost-effi  -
ciency. We care about our resources 
and our CO

2
 emissions. And pre-

cisely that has been a fundamental 
guiding principle in the planning of 
our presidency as a whole. 

Therefore, all meeting venues 
and hotel rooms were eco-labelled. 
Th e menus were based on seasonal 
ingredients, of which 50% were 
sourced from local suppliers. In 
addition we implemented pro-
grammes to limit food waste and 
any food waste was transported 
directly to local bio-gas plants and 
converted into energy for Danish 
households. 

I know that several of my col-
leagues have been inspired by 
Denmark’s green approach, so my 
fi ngers are crossed that other presi-
dencies will follow suit. (pln/mb)
 ●

Nicolai Wammen, Danish Minister 
for European Aff airs, 
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The Danish presidency seen through the eyes 
of Danish Members of the EESC
We have no choice but to change our consumption habits
Interview with Benedicte Federspiel, EESC Member, 

Chief Counsel at the Danish Consumer Council

A fi re-fi ghting presidency
Interview with Mr Nils Juhl Andreasen, 

Member of the EESC Employers’ Group, and 

Director of the Danish Agriculture and Food Council

EESC Info: To mark 
European Consumer 
Day on 15 March 2012, 
the European Economic 
and Social Committee 
organised, together with 
the Danish Consumer 
Council, a conference on 
sustainable consumption 

EESC Info: On the eve of 
the Danish presidency 
you insisted that its 
focus be on boosting 
the competitiveness of 
European businesses, 
particularly in the food 
sector. How do you 
judge the Presidency’s 
achievements in this area?

Nils Juhl Andreasen: It is hard to 
judge, as so much eff ort has had to 
be devoted to the fi nancial crisis 
in the EU and ultimately to safe-
guarding the Euro. It has been more 
about damage control than about a 
positive drive towards sharpening 
the competitiveness of European 
businesses. Despite that, I believe 
that in the long term this will bring 
a competitive advantage to the 
European business sector, includ-
ing the agriculture and food sector. 

EESC Info: The Danish 
presidency has led the 
Common Agricultural Policy 
reform talks, which the 
Cypriot presidency will now 
take over. Do you think the 
negotiations are heading in 
the right direction?

at a time of crisis. Do you 
think the Danish presidency 
of the EU heard our call for a 
rethink of our consumption 
practices?

Benedicte Federspiel: The door 
was already open because “green” 
and “sustainable” were the buz-
zwords and goals of the Danish 
government in general and also for 
the presidency. Th e ministers and 
other prominent speakers at the 
conference made it clear that it was 
impossible not to change our current 
consumption patterns. 

EESC Info: Does the crisis 
not weaken the case for 
sustainable consumption? 

BF: We cannot aff ord not to include 
sustainability in all our policies. 
Finding a way out of the crisis is also 
an opportunity to fi nd new aff ord-

NJA: As far as I can see, the negoti-
ations are heading nowhere, so it is 
impossible to tell whether they are 
heading in the right direction. A lot 
of time has been spent on establish-
ing clarity on the proposal put for-
ward by the European Commission 
and its consequences. Only recently 
did Member States and NGOs pre-
sent clear views and positions.

In the meantime the context 
is rapidly changing because of a 
deepening of the fi nancial crisis in 
the European Union, the changing 
patterns of supply and demand 
for food in the world market and 
the increased focus on sustainable 
production and consumption. 
Taken together, this might strongly 
infl uence political attitudes to the 
importance of the agriculture and 
food sector in the European Union 
and the European model of agricul-
tural production.

EESC Info: Was the Danish 
presidency the talk of the 
town in Denmark or did it go 
largely unnoticed?

NJA: A lot of events of all kinds 
have taken place in Denmark 
and in Brussels and the Danish 
government have done a fi ne job 
in that respect. Unfortunately, a 
number of domestic issues, as well 
as the fi nancial crisis in EU, have 
dominated the headlines and thus 
defl ected attention from EU-mat-
ters and the eff orts of the Danish 
presidency (pln/mb)  ●

able and sustainable solutions. One 
example is a directive on energy 
effi  ciency that has just been agreed 
upon. Danish industry has recently 
confi rmed that it should be possible 
to achieve both economic and envi-
ronmental goals going towards 2020. 

EESC Info: What should we 
do to make sustainable 
consumption an easy choice 
for consumers?

BF: We all need to take responsi-
bility, and support for sustainable 
consumption should become the 
new black. In this context, the pres-
idency asked the EESC to produce 
an opinion on how to further sus-
tainable production and consump-
tion. There are, however, no easy 
solutions, and it will be an ongoing 
task to deliver both aff ordable and 
sustainable products and services in 
the years to come. (pln/mb)  ●

Energy effi  ciency: made in Denmark
Interview with Marie-Louise Knuppert, Member of the EESC Workers’ Group 

and Confederal Secretary of the Danish Confederation of Trade Unions

EESC Info: In December 
last year you said that the 
presidency should put an 
emphasis on creating green 
jobs and getting young 
people onto the labour 
market. Did the presidency 
do enough in this respect?

Marie-Louise Knuppert: It has 
done everything it possibly could 
do to put growth and jobs high on 
the agenda – not an easy task against 

the backdrop of the economic crisis. 
I am happy that the presidency suc-
ceeded in securing agreement on the 
energy effi  ciency directive

If we had failed, we would have 
missed a golden opportunity to help 
EU countries to act eff ectively on 
energy consumption and to foster 
the creation of thousands of jobs at a 
time when they are so badly needed. 

Th e Danish presidency has been 
keeping the focus on youth unem-
ployment. Now is the time for action. 
Th is means that the EU has to gear 
its policy towards helping to make 
room for young people. Th is could 
be done through more pro-active use 
of the European Social Fund. In this 
regard, the Danish Confederation of 
Trade Unions and Danish employ-
ers has proposed that ESF resources 
be used to support the introduction 
of work experience schemes in the 
Member States. 

Th e focus could also be refl ected 
in the negotiations on the pub-
lic procurement directives, which 
could quite legitimately include 
the requirement that those seeking 
public contracts must also provide a 
certain number of internships. Th ese 
are just two practical examples.

EESC Info: You recently 
participated in a meeting 
in Copenhagen that dealt 
with ways of engaging 
citizens in the European 
project. Is it diffi  cult to get 
Danes involved in European 
debate?

MLK: Confidence in and public 
support for EU membership can 
only be achieved if EU politicians 
are seen to be solving the problems 
of ordinary citizens. People must be 
able to recognise the contribution 
made by the EU in everyday life. 
There are concrete proposals for 
how this can be done, not least the 
examples set out above.

EESC Info: Do you know 
of any communications 
activities undertaken in 
Denmark that the EU should 
learn from?

MLK: Th e EU must be as specifi c as 
possible in its communication work, 
although this is fi rst and foremost 
a task for decision-makers in the 
Member States. Th e “citizens’ plat-
form” (Folkemødet) set up on the 
island of Bornholm on the basis of 
a Swedish idea, is just one instance 
of direct dialogue between politi-
cians and the public. EU commu-
nication policy should be based on 
the open coordination mechanisms 
and exchanges of experiences that 
are now used in so many other 
fi elds. (pln/mb) ●

Globalisation and relocation: 
is there a future for EU industry?
Pepe had worked for years at a 
solar panel factory in an EU Mem-
ber State. He had a great job with 
a permanent contract and good 
working conditions. Th e company 
made good profi ts, and was con-
tinuously expanding. Indeed, it 
benefi ted from special conditions 
from local authorities and national 
subsidies for the renewable energy 
sector. Everything seemed to be 
perfect … until the crisis. And 
then the party was over. 

Due to budget cuts, the national 
government was obliged to 
reduce subsidies, which dramati-
cally decreased demand for solar 
panels. As a result, the company 
decided to close the factory and 
move production to Mexico. 
Eventually, the entire staff lost 
their jobs and joined the ranks 
of the unemployed, who already 
accounted for 40% of the national 
workforce. 

Pepe’s had suddenly ended up 
in a critical situation. In the end, 
he accepted a short-term contract 
to train the local workers at the 
new solar panel plant in Mexico, 
the workers who were to replace 
him. Aft er vain promises, he even-
tually found himself unemployed. 

Managing change 

Like Pepe, thousands of work-
ers in Europe are affected by 
industrial change and globali-
sation, which pose a challenge 
to an increasingly integrated 
internal market. To address this 
situation, the EU and the EESC 
set up the Consultative Com-
mission on Industrial Change 
(CCMI) in 2002. The CCMI’s 
mandate involves anticipating, 

pre-empting and analysing devel-
opments, so as to ensure positive, 
common approaches to the man-
agement of industrial change from 
an economic, social, territorial and 
environmental point of view. Its 
members, who come from various 
sectors aff ected by the modernisa-
tion of the economy, give the CCMI 

the moral authority to speak directly 
with other EU policy makers. Th eir 
aim is clear: to keep EU industries 
competitive while at the same time 
ensuring that developments are 
socially benefi cial. Jorge Pegado Liz, 
President of the CCMI, defi nes its 
three main functions as “promoting 
the principles of the EU’s founders 
through its opinions; meeting the 
challenge of developments such 
as globalisation, social network-
ing and new working methods; 
and anticipating and preparing for 
industrial change and restructuring 
[…] Learning from the past, proac-
tive observation of the present and 
anticipating the future”.

Getting ahead through education

Since the beginning of the eco-
nomic, financial and who-knows-
what-else crisis, the CCMI has given 
a voice to all relevant industrial play-
ers, both workers and employers. In 

May 2011, the CCMI adopted three 
opinions looking at how EU indus-
trial policy is currently being aff ected 
by globalisation. Th e position of the 
CCMI is clear and unequivocal. Glo-
balisation has created the dynamic 
for companies to move abroad and/
or restructure. However, faced with 
the threat that cheap labour and 
poor working conditions outside 
Europe could undercut and destroy 
manufacturing jobs at home, man-
agement and workers must begin to 
understand the need to cooperate in 
confronting the challenge of reloca-
tion. Th ere is only one way forward: 
it is through education and training, 
innovation and sustainable develop-
ment that Europe will sustain its sta-
tus as a fi rst-class economic power. 

ICT new battlefi eld

As technology and research have 
become increasingly important, the 
CCMI has been focusing on ICT 
and services, sectors where Europe 
was lagging behind. “Th at’s the new 
battlefi eld, where we need to keep 
in front of China and India,” adds 
Joost P. van Iersel, member of the 
EESC and rapporteur for its Opin-
ion on An industrial policy for the 
globalised era. 

On 12 June, the CCMI marked 
its tenth anniversary by organising 
a conference on the subject, “For 
a continuous sustainable industrial 
change”. It brought together rep-
resentatives of European industry 
associations, trade unions and policy 
makers to analyse the state of Euro-
pean industry, its past challenges and 
future orientations. 

Pepe’s story is being repeated across 
Europe all the time: the CCMI is deter-
mined to change that. (ail) ●

Why the EU needs a diff erent budget 
and what it should look like

alone can bring about a 
sustainable future?

HW: Ten years ago, nobody took 
sustainability seriously. Today, 
there is a general awareness that we 
cannot carry on behaving as we are 
doing. Of course, the crisis is now 
the subject on everybody’s mind, 
and it requires short-term solutions. 
Sustainability and the short-term, 
however do not go together. For-
tunately, sustainability is becoming 
“business as usual” and this trend 
will continue.

EESC Info: What do we 
need to get ahead with our 
sustainable agenda? 

HW: We need a clear view of the 
path ahead, with a timeline, and 
an agreement on areas for action 
and follow-up. I believe the most 
important point is that our politi-
cal leaders live up to their responsi-
bilities, that they show readiness to 
commit to a change in strategy, and 
that concrete roadmaps and action 
plans are agreed. (kf) ●

was needed. Jean-Claude Juncker 
closed the conference on an opti-
mistic note, inviting participants to 
imagine how diffi  cult it would have 
been for most Member States to sur-
vive such a global fi nancial crisis if 
they had been standing alone. 

Inching towards unity

Overall, the EESC’s objective in 
organising this conference, which 
received considerable media cover-
age, was to contribute to the debate 
on what economic governance in 
the EU should look like. Th ere is 
a risk of this kind of debate focus-
ing solely on long-term policy, but 
this time the speakers were aware 
that the decisions to be made in the 
coming months would be of the 

utmost importance for the EU’s 
future. This decision will have a 
direct impact on citizens’ lives with 
direct influence on matters such 
as employment, growing social 
inequalities and the availability of 
credit for SMEs. Th us the EESC will 
continue to be a unique discussion 
forum that embraces concrete pro-
posals through its opinions and 
dialogue with the other European 
players. Th e conference on 7 June 
was part of this approach, which 
also aims to demonstrate that the 
EU may be closer to the unity pro-
jected outside its borders than it is 
to grinding to a halt and falling into 
paralysis. (asp) ●

DANISH PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

Active citizenship 
For a better European society

Active citizenship is central to the role of 
the European Economic and Social Com-
mittee. In this book, 24 EESC members talk 
about their personal contribution as busi-
ness people, trade unionists, campaigners 
and volunteers, revealing a vast and fas-
cinating range of interests and priorities. 
What they all have in common is a sense 
of solidarity with others in society, and a 
concern for their welfare. (cl) ●
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EDITORIAL

Public Debt Crisis and Fiscal Union: 
Two sides of the same coin?

Dear readers, 
The UN Conference on Sustainable Develop-
ment “Rio +20” that took place in Rio de Janeiro 
from 20 to 22 June as a follow-up to the 1992 
Earth Summit was an important opportunity for 
debating the transition towards a truly sustainable 
future for all, but the results were certainly less 

eff ective than what the EESC delegation would have wished to see.

Th roughout the past year, the EESC had been working on an inclusive and 
comprehensive agenda that would have put all three sustainability pillars– 
social, economic and environmental – on an equal footing. In particular, we 
were calling for a sustainability roadmap with specifi c goals, targets, actions 
and mechanisms. Th us we can only regret that many of the expectations of 
European and global civil society were disregarded, and we must now hope 
that during the implementation phase there will be room to improve and go 
beyond the terms of the fi nal declaration adopted in Rio.

Th e heads of state and government gathered in Rio missed a unique chance 
to take a decisive step forward towards greater social and environmental jus-
tice. What I deplore most is the lack of a concrete action plan for the com-
ing years and of binding agreements on sustainable development practices. 
Unfortunately, too little emphasis has been placed on the social dimension 
of sustainable development, and objectives such as eradicating poverty and 
secure access to food, clean water and sustainable energy were not given the 
space we would have hoped for. We also failed to see the upgrade of the UN 
Environment Programme into a specialised agency.

One last disappointment is the failure to create an Ombudsman for future 
generations. It would have been symbolically important to recognise the need 
for an international authority that can enforce the rights of future generations 
over short-term economic interests.

Nevertheless, some outcomes of the conference can be considered a suc-
cess. We were pleased to see the concept of “green economy” being given a 
central position in the fi nal declaration, as the driving force of sustainable 
development. We also appreciated the introduction of the concept of sus-
tainable development goals, which we must now forge and make eff ective as 
quickly as possible in order to turn this summit into the starting point of a 
world-changing process, one that will make our societies more sustainable 
and inclusive ones. Last but not least, the role of civil society in enabling and 
implementing sustainable development has been recognised.

I have said it before: the road from Rio is as important as the road to Rio. 
Th e follow-up to the Rio+20 conference must be one of the priorities of civil 
society from this point onwards, and it will remain one of my main concerns 
until the end of my term as EESC president.

Staff an Nilsson
President
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European Bees!

Bees have played an essential role in 
the natural environmental order since 
ancient times; through pollination, 
they are a vital part of our agricultural 
practices. In recent years, honey bees 
have been disappearing at an alarming 
rate. Th e reason for this phenomenon 
is still unknown, although pollution, 
monocropping and overuse of pesti-
cides are all possible causes. 

Our Committee is aware of this problem and its implications for biodi-
versity, food quality and security. Th at is why, on 7 May 2012, the European 
Economic and Social Committee and the Committee of the Regions installed 
two beehives on the roof of the Jacques Delors building in Brussels. Th is rep-
resents the completion of a project launched by our Committees about a year 
ago with the help of Apis Bruoc Sella, an association which aims to promote 
the spread of hives on city rooft ops. Th e purpose of the project is to show 
that cities also have a role to play in preserving biodiversity and that each of 
us can, in our own small way, help to safeguard our threatened ecosystems.

On 31 May, several lucky participants who attended the offi  cial inaugura-
tion of the Committees’ Urban Bees Project had an opportunity to taste the 
Committees’ fi rst honey (the product of just over 20 days “work”). Th e two 
hives are expected to produce about 40 kilograms of honey per year. (rdr)
 ●

Open Day 2012
EESC opens its doors to the public

Over 3000 people visited the EESC 
on 12 May 2012, the 20th Open Day 
of the EU institutions. Th is year the 
theme of the event was sustainability 
and the green economy, thus helping 
to raise awareness of key themes linked 
to the UN RIO+20 conference on sus-
tainable development. Crucial issues 
such as green jobs, renewable energy, 

sustainable cities and water consumption were presented in a creative and 
interactive way. 

Visitors had an opportunity to chat with Committee members and staff , 
fi nd out about the EESC’s work and enjoy fun activities for all the family. 
President Staff an Nilsson and Vice-President Anna Maria Darmanin, as well 
as Secretary General Martin Westlake, were present all day and were actively 
involved in welcoming visitors and raising awareness of environmental issues. 

Th is year, excellent (and voluntary) work by numerous Committee mem-
bers and staff  once again helped to ensure the success of the initiative and 
presented a dynamic and vibrant image of our institution to the public. (rdr)
 ●
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Since 2008 the economic crisis, 
which started in the US, has taken 
centre stage in the media and risen 
to the top of the political agendas 
of global leaders. Now that the cri-
sis has spread to Europe, compari-
sons between the Federal Reserve 
and the European Central Bank 
have become increasingly popular. 
In its 16  June issue, The Econo-
mist compares California’s public 
fi nances with those in Greece. Th is 
article, written by the Los Ange-
les correspondent, indicates that 
the EU is seen as more integrated 

beyond our borders than it is in 
Europe: otherwise, why compare 
a federal US state with a Member 
State? Th e European Economic and 
Social Committee is convinced that 
more Europe means more and bet-
ter instruments to fi ght and avoid 
a global crisis.

The debate on how the EU 
should be shaped in terms of eco-
nomic integration is at the heart of 
the Committee’s concerns, because 
what is at stake here is nothing less 
than the European social model 
itself. It therefore makes sense for 
the Committee’s ECO section, in 
charge of economic and fi nancial 
aff airs, to deal with subjects such 
as the introduction of Eurobonds, 
the creation of a European rating 
agency, the fi nancial education of 
our citizens or the regulation of 
fi nancial markets.

Rewarding virtue

In this context, a high-level con-
ference was held at the EESC on 
7 June 2012 to discuss the current 
public debt crisis. Th e participants 
included Jean-Claude Juncker, 
Prime Minister of Luxembourg 

Cyprus for a Better Europe *

Acknowledging that Europe needs 
to emerge stronger from the current 
economic crisis, the Cyprus Presi-
dency aspires to work Towards a 
Better Europe, contributing to sus-
tainable growth, social cohesion and 
job creation. Th e current socioeco-
nomic developments have led to our 
setting an objective for a Union that 
has greater relevance for its citizens 
and in the world arena, based on the 
principle of solidarity.

It is imperative to promote a more 
effi  cient and sustainable Europe. In 
this respect, the most important item 
on the agenda involves the negotia-
tions on the Multiannual Financial 
Framework 2014 – 2020, an opportu-
nity to agree on a budget and policy 
guidelines that will contribute to 
growth and increase competitive-
ness. Th e Cyprus Presidency will work 
towards finalising the MFF nego-
tiations, as well as achieving as much 
progress as possible in the negotiations 
for the common policies, including 
the Common Agricultural and Fish-
eries Policies and Cohesion Policy. 
As the Presidency is underlining the 
importance of cohesion policy, we 
have requested an opinion from the 
EESC on developing a macro-regional 
strategy for the Mediterranean and 
its benefi ts for island Member States. 
Greening, energy effi  ciency, environ-
mental sustainability, and addressing 
the eff ects of climate change will also 
be key issues for the Presidency.

A Europe with a better-perform-
ing and growth-based economy is 

also vital for overcoming the current 
economic crisis and enhancing the 
EU’s competitiveness. Hence empha-
sis will be placed on reinforcing sur-
veillance of fi scal and macroeconomic 
policies and ensuring fi scal stability. 
In parallel, the need to foster growth is 
imperative and the Cyprus Presidency 
will focus on strengthening the inter-
nal market and promoting job crea-
tion, research and innovation, with a 
focus on SME’s, in order to contribute 
to a more competitive Europe. 

In aspiring to a Europe with 
greater relevance for its citizens, 
with solidarity and social cohesion, 
emphasis will be placed on youth 
employment, given the rising EU 
unemployment rates. Th e establish-
ment of the Common European Asy-
lum System before the end of 2012 is 
also a priority. In this context, we have 
asked for an EESC explanatory opin-
ion on the establishment of a system 
(Eurodac) for comparing the fi nger-
prints of asylum seekers and certain 
categories of illegal immigrants. Th e 
Presidency has also requested an 
opinion from the EESC on strength-
ening the participatory processes and 
the involvement of local authorities, 
civil society and social partners in 
implementing the Europe 2020 Strat-
egy. 

Th e Cyprus Presidency also seeks 
to bring Europe closer to its neigh-
bours, furthering the enlargement 
agenda and highlighting the South-
ern dimension of the European 
Neighbourhood Policy, while work-
ing for the further empowerment of 
the Union on the global stage, with 
emphasis on achieving the EU’s devel-
opment goals and strengthening its 
external trade policy.

Th e Union needs to be closer to 
its citizens. Our vision is to promote 
Europe as a “fi loxenos topos”, a hos-
pitable place for enterprises, ideas, 
services, innovation and culture. 
‘Filoxenos topos’ is part of our aspi-
ration for a better Europe, a Union 
off ering hope to its citizens, especially 
the younger generations. ●

*Andreas Mavroyiannis, Deputy Minister to the President for European Aff airs, Cyprus Presidency 
of the Council of the EU 

EESC Cypriot members’ 
expectations of the Cyprus Presidency 
of the European Union *

The Mediterranean region needs a new vision

Michalis Antoniou
Employers Group
Assistant Director General, Cyprus Employers and Industrialists Federation (OEB) 
Th e Cyprus Presidency coincides with the most turbulent period yet in the post-war history of Europe. Nevertheless, a time 
of turbulence is also a time of opportunity and change. During this period, the EESC should encourage and promote, in 
close co-operation with other EU institutions, the policies necessary to restore growth, reduce unemployment and restore 
the prospect of prosperity for all Europe’s citizens.

Dimitris Kittenis
Workers Group
Former Secretary-General of the Cyprus Workers Confederation (SEK) 
Situated at the crossroads between Europe, the Middle East and Africa, Cyprus is assuming the EU presidency at a time 
when the Union itself is at a crossroads. Th e Cyprus Presidency is called upon to help in resolving problems of inequality 
and solidarity and in taking urgent decisions to address the crisis, with a view to reducing unemployment, improving 
quality of life and furthering European integration.

Kostakis Konstantinidis
Various Interests Group
President of the Union of Cypriot Farmers (EKA) 
Th roughout the presidency, our objectives and ambitions will entail an endeavour to enhance cooperation and solidar-
ity between the Member States, and also to step up eff orts to promote peace, not just in the Mediterranean and Middle 
East, but also in Europe and the wider world. We would also like to see better living standards for ordinary people and 
growth, not just in Europe, but also in non-EU countries.

Michalis Lytras
Various Interests Group
Th e Cyprus Presidency will contribute to achieving the objective of social and economic cohesion in the European Union 
and will work to promote economic growth and overcome the economic crisis, to fi nalise and adopt the 2014-2020 Com-
mon Agricultural Policy, to combat unemployment and to establish peace in Europe and the whole world. I believe this 
will be a successful and productive presidency.

Andreas Pavlikkas
Workers Group
Head of the Research and Studies Department of the Pancyprian Federation of Labour
I would like to think that the presidency of the Republic of Cyprus will be marked by success at every level – both politi-
cal and organisational. As far as possible our country must contribute to decision-making relating to issues of solidarity 
between large and small countries, to strengthening and widening the Community agenda, and to strengthening EU 
relations with the Mediterranean and Middle Eastern countries. In addition, Cyprus will have the opportunity to present 
itself as a country, its strong points and assets, both in Europe and globally, so as to attract investment and tourists. ●

* Following the resignation of one of the EESC’s Cypriot Members, the procedure for appointing a new Member has been launched. This process was still on-going when 
the newsletter went to print. The full list of EESC Members can be consulted on our website: eesc.europa.eu.

Mr Dimitris Dimitriadis, a Greek 
Member of the EESC and chair of 
the Euromed Follow-up Commit-
tee was appointed rapporteur for 
the opinion. 

EESC Info: Why does the 
EU need a new macro-
regional strategy for the 
Mediterranean region?

Dimitris Dimitriadis: All the 
eff orts that the EU has undertaken 
so far to address the Mediterranean 
region in its entirety have failed. 
Th e Barcelona Process, which was 
launched in 1995 and was intended 
to frame relations between the EU 
and its Mediterranean partners, is 
dead. 

In the meantime the geopolitical 
context in the region has completely 

Dimitris Dimitriadis, EESC member

PEER-TO-PEER INTERVIEW

In a new series of interviews, 
Tomasz Jasiński, a Polish Member 
of the EESC Workers’ Group and 
the Members’ representative on the 
board of the EESC Info newsletter, 
will be speaking to his fellow Mem-
bers to discover what makes them 
tick. His fi rst interviewee is Martin 
Siecker, a Dutch Member of the 
EESC Workers Group, represent-
ing the Netherlands Trade Union 
Federation.

Tomasz Jasiński: What is your 
professional background?

Martin Siecker: I’m a journalist by 
profession. I started my career in the 
seventies, when I worked as a reporter 
for a left -wing daily. 10 years later I 
moved to the labour movement, 
where I became editor of the mem-
bers’ newsletter. 

TJ: What pushed you towards 
seeking a career in the trade 
union movement? 

MS: Th e more I reported on labour 
relations, the more involved I got in 
the issues. One day I found out that 
young reporters on the paper were 
not receiving the salary they were 
entitled to. Together with my col-
leagues, I set up an action committee 
to defend them. We negotiated with 
the editor and we ultimately won. 
Th at was when I decided to work for 
an organisation that defended work-
ers’ rights. 

TJ: How long have you been a 
trade union member? 

MS: I joined a trade union the 
moment I entered the labour market, 
which was in 1967. Before becoming 
a journalist I did all sorts of temporary 
jobs. It was my choice to do things that 
way. At the time, I did not want to 
have a permanent job or fi xed work-
ing hours. I liked freedom; when the 
sun shone I could go and swim instead 
of working. 

TJ: What are your passions? 

MS: Music. I listen to it a lot. I play 
drums a bit but am not good enough 
to join a band. Well even if I were bet-
ter, I would not have enough time to 
drum in a band. And I love reading, 
there is almost nothing better than a 
good crime story. 

TJ: I thought that everyone 
in the Netherlands was a 
football fan

MS: I am a football fan. I support 
Ajax Amsterdam. I used to live 
next door to the Olympic Stadium 
in Amsterdam when Ajax was at its 
best. I watched all their European 
home games in the early seventies 
when they won the European Cham-
pions League three times in a row. 

TJ: When did you become an 
EESC Member?

MS: Ten years ago. In 2010 I was 
appointed EESC Member for the 
third time.

TJ: In your view, what is the 
most pressing challenge the 
EU needs to address?

MS: Growing euroscepticism. Th is 
is a real threat. Th ere is a risk that 
if we fail to counter it, all that will 
remain of a reuniting Europe will 
be a kilometre square of concrete, 
glass and steel near the Brussels city 
centre, which will be a memorial to 
an ideal that used to be seen as great 
and compelling but sadly ended up 
on the garbage heap of history as the 
greatest and most expensive political 
failure. ●

Soon in the EESC 
Step up for a stronger Europe! 

Civil society a full partner in the 
Europe 2020 strategy

The event that will take place on 
25  September  2012 will address 
look at levers for boosting growth 
and developing a European growth 
pact. Four parallel workshops will 
discuss the setting-up of a coher-
ent framework for an EU growth 
strategy, the re-launch of the single 

market, recovery and job creation as 
well as innovation in the context of 
smart and sustainable growth. 

Th e EESC group presidents will 
each set out their specifi c views on 
getting Europe back on a sustainable 
growth track. A high-level panel will 
then debate ways of maximising the 
growth opportunities off ered by the 
Europe 2020 strategy. 

Th e conference will be attended 
by national and EU stakeholders, 
EU-level decision-makers, MEPs 
and national parliamentarians, 

Member State governments and 
administrations, representatives of 
national and EU-level civil society, 
local and regional authorities, think-
tanks and opinion- leaders.

During the conference, the EESC 
and the national ESCs will put for-
ward ideas and share their experi-
ences and best practices with a view 
to harnessing the above levers to 
move towards a sustainable and 
competitive Europe. (kf) ●

Want to know more? Consult the 
event programme at: http://www.
eesc.europa.eu/stronger-europe 

For further information please 
contact: europe2020-eesc@eesc.
europa.eu

CYPRUS PRESIDENCY OF THE COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

changed as a consequence of the rev-
olutions in North African countries. 

Th is is why we have to start from 
scratch. We have to come up with 
a new vision and an entirely new 
approach. I will soon have the fi rst 
meeting with a Cypriot minister 
to discuss how the EESC can best 
respond to Cyprus’ request for advice. 

EESC Info: Many of the 
challenges the EU countries in 
the Mediterranean region are 
facing could be addressed in 
the framework of EU cohesion 
policy …

DD: Cohesion policy is not enough. 
We need a broader vision and a long-
term perspective for the next 15-20 
years, which includes the whole 
region and not just EU Member 

States in the region. First, we have to 
defi ne clear, long-term strategic goals 
for the region, and then we need to 
make sure that cohesion policy sup-
ports them. 

EESC Info: You have just come 
back from the conference 
on the Baltic Sea Region 
Strategy. Do you think that 
you can draw inspiration 
from some of the solutions 
developed within this 
framework? 

DD: Th e Baltic Sea Region Strategy 
is definitely a model blueprint for 
similar strategies. It has shown how 
successful an integrated approach to 
common issues, involving several 
countries and authorities, can be. 
It is obviously impossible to repro-
duce the Baltic Sea Strategy solu-

tions wholesale but some of them 
provide useful inspiration. In terms 
of geopolitics, the Baltic Sea Region 
Strategy provides one useful lesson: 
although the strategy includes only 
EU Member States, what is absolutely 
crucial to its success is EU-Russia 
relations. 

Consequently, if we want the EU 
Mediterranean strategy to succeed, 
it must bring together all the players 
from around the Mediterranean rim: 
EU countries, islands, North African 
countries, Turkey, Israel and the Pal-
estinian territories. (mb)  ●

Th e Cyprus Presidency website is 
now up and running.

Click on the link to search for the 
latest news about the Cyprus Presi-
dency: www.cy2012.eu 

The Cyprus Presidency has asked 
the EESC to draft  an opinion on a 
macro-regional strategy for the Med-
iterranean – what benefi ts for Island 
Member States.

Andreas Mavroyiannis, Deputy Minister 
to the President for European Aff airs, 
Cyprus Presidency of the Council of the EU

NEW EESC PUBLICATIONS

 ■ Consumer protection

 ■ Th e European Economic and Social Committee 
during the Cyprus Presidency of the Council of 
the EU

More information available at http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/?i=portal.en.publications ●al.en

and President of the Eurogroup, 
Enzo Moavero Milanesi, Italian 
Minister for European Aff airs, and 
high-ranking representatives of the 
European Commission, the Euro-
pean Central Bank and the Euro-
pean Parliament. Staff an Nilsson, 
President of the EESC, opened the 
session with a statement calling for 
a fi scal stability union and the intro-
duction of Eurobonds. He stressed 
the need for concrete initiatives 
for Member States to share fi scal 
responsibilities, so that interest 
rates on the public debt of countries 
that are making fi scal consolidation 
eff orts can fall. 

My name is Bond... Eurobond

Michael Smyth, President of the 
ECO Section, chaired the debate, 
making it clear that, in his view, we 
are facing a crisis of demand similar 
to the one that took place in the 
1930s and that the orthodoxy of 
austerity will only drive us to reces-
sion, a breeding ground for pop-
ulism and radical parties. Carmelo 
Cedrone and Gerard Dantin, rap-
porteurs for two EESC opinions on 
Eurobonds and similar instruments 
for shared debt, and Pedro Augusto 
Almeida Freire, President of the 
EESC’s permanent study group on 
economic policy coordination, 
advocated integration as the only 
possible solution to the current 
situation. Th e concrete proposal set 
out in Mr  Cedrone’s opinion – 
which has already been adopted – is 
to support the introduction of two 
kinds of bonds: stability bonds to 
mutualise debt with shared respon-
sibilities, and investment bonds to 
attract capital from the emerging 
economic superpowers such as Bra-
zil, Russia, India and China. Mr 
Dantin is preparing an opinion that 
will discuss the mutualisation of 
debt among Member States, which 
is to be put to the vote at the July 
plenary session. 

The Commission’s representa-
tive highlighted the importance of 
creating a backstop for the fi nancial 
sector at EU level and progressing 
towards better fi scal integration. For 
her part, Sylvie Goulard, Member of 
the European Parliament, pointed 
out that the European Council 
should not be the sole political 
arena to tackle the current crisis and 
suggested that a broader approach 

What is missing is the political will to get out of the crisis

EESC info: Mr Cedrone, in your recent 
opinion you said that the current European 
crisis is more political than economic…

Carmelo Cedrone: Europe can no longer aff ord to have 
a single monetary policy and 17 economic and fi nancial 
policies. Th e EU should move towards a fi scal union 
and the fi rst step in this direction would be the intro-
duction of two complementary but distinct EU bonds: 
non-tradable union bonds designed to stabilise debt, 
and Eurobonds for recovery and growth.

EESC info: Is this feasible?

CC: Th ese bonds would restore investors’ confi dence and replace austerity 
by restoring the welfare state. Moreover, our plan does not require a treaty 
reform or the creation of new institutions. It would make use of existing 
EU instruments, such as the European Investment Fund (EIF). Th e only 
missing element is the political will. (rdr) ●

Martin Siecker: music lover and fan of crime fi ction

Michalis Antoniou, 
Employers’ Group

Dimitris Kittenis, 
Employers’ Group

Kostakis Konstantinidis, 
Various Interests’ Group

Michalis Lytras, 
Various Interests’ Group

Andreas Pavlikkas, 
Workers’ Group
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