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EDITORIAL

More Europe for energy tooDear readers,
Th e end of 2011 saw a resurgence of solidarity 
and faith in the euro on the part of our Heads of 
State or Government, who — except for the UK 
— agreed at the December European Council 
to negotiate a treaty change to strengthen EU 
economic governance. Europe may not be out 
of the woods just yet, but our economic and 
monetary union is at last set to be placed on a 

fi rmer footing. Th is step forward was born out of the realisation by our political 
leaders — and the sense of responsibility that goes with it — that the only way 
out of this crisis is to act together.

Europe’s political leaders have found the drive needed to move towards 
‘more Europe’ in economic and budgetary aff airs. However, the range of 
policies that could benefi t from such coordination is far wider. In this con-
nection, I refer to the comments made by Jean-Claude Trichet in Les Echos on 
28 December, who noted that ‘Th ere are as many reasons today as there were 
in 1945 to fi ght for an “increasingly integrated union” in Europe, and these 
reasons concern the future and nothing else’. (Everything points this way: 
the world’s new geopolitical map, our global economic landscape, issues of 
taxation, the preservation of our planet, and the need for growth, innovation 
and competitiveness which must, at the same time, maintain social rights and 
ensure a decent life for all).

It is only with the support of its citizens that this new Europe can take shape 
and enjoy the legitimacy needed to continue over the long term. Th at is why 
the EESC is striving to encourage an ever greater public debate throughout 
Europe. Th e conference on the European energy community of 31 January 
illustrated our dual aim of pushing the European Union forward to identify a 
joint response to current challenges such as our energy supply, and involving 
civil society in the debate in order to give the integration process both a new 
lease of life and a sense of democratic legitimacy.

Europe can and must stay united if it is to bring any infl uence to bear during 
the international climate negotiations. Th e ‘Go sustainable, be responsible’ 
conference of 7 and 8 February provided an important forum for sharing 
ideas, and its fi ndings will feed into the March European Council tasked with 
establishing the EU’s position for the United Nations Rio+20 conference on 
sustainable development.

In these areas, as in so many others, the EU has everything to gain by acting 
as one. As I like to keep telling people: let’s remember that Europe is not the 
problem but the solution.

Staff an Nilsson
President
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‘Energy is a fi eld where Europe has 
failed its citizens so far,’ said Anna 
Maria Darmanin, Vice-President of 
the European Economic and Social 
Committee, opening the conference 
on ‘The European Union moving 
towards a European energy com-
munity’ on 31 January. According 
to a recent poll, most Europeans 
said they would feel better protected 
if there was greater energy coordina-
tion in the EU (60 %) and inter-state 
solidarity in the event of disruption 
to supply (79 %).

Yet despite these clear expec-
tations, Europe has been dismally 
slow in completing the internal mar-
ket for electricity and gas. ‘National 
energy policies have shown their 
limits and yet there is no common 
European energy policy to over-
come these limitations,’ said Jacques 
Delors, in a written statement sent 
to the conference. Th e former Pre-
sident of the European Commis-
sion was the fi rst to put forward the 
idea of creating a European energy 
community to speed up the advent 
of a truly European energy market. 
‘We need to overcome market seg-
mentation and complete the inter-
nal market by 2014. Th is would add 
an extra 0.8 % to EU GDP by 2020,’ 
said Günther Oettinger, European 
Energy Commissioner. 

Given the bleak current state of 
play, the task is immense. As Pierre-
Jean Coulon, rapporteur of a recent 

EESC opinion on the European 
energy community pointed out, 
at present only 10 % of electricity 
transits between countries, con-
sumers cannot choose an operator 
established abroad, energy poverty 
is increasing, network planning 
remains largely a national affair, 
and the EU does not negotiate with 
supplier countries as a single bloc.

The EESC opinion calls for the 
creation of a European energy com-
munity. One of its key elements is 
the establishment of regional energy 
blocs within which countries and 
operators would coordinate their 
key decisions on energy mix and 
network development. ‘Th is would 
generate considerable economies 
of scale and industrial development 
for new energy sources,’ argued 
Mr Coulon. ‘It would also lead to 
a gradual integration of hitherto 
separate markets and cause prices 
to converge.’ 

For his part, Martin Schulz, the 
European Parliament President, 
emphasised that the project would 
smooth the way towards a low-car-
bon society by helping to create new 
jobs and more growth.

Many conference participants 
made the case for a joint approach 
to energy production, transmission 
and consumption and said that 
the consequences for end-users of 
Member States going it alone could 

be severe, in particular price hikes 
and swings in energy production 
and consumption. Some were very 
vocal against prematurely phasing 
out nuclear energy in favour of dir-
tier energy sources as that might jeo-
pardise the EU’s energy and climate 
objectives.

Indeed the need for coordinated 
action to optimise the environmen-
tal but also social and industrial 
transformations of the future energy 
transition has been raised on many 
occasions. Energy policy should be 
perfectly in line with the climate 
policy and geared to energy end-
users. The conference recognised 
that more should be done to make 
energy policy inclusive in terms of 
aff ordability of energy and involve-
ment of civil society in major energy 
choices.

Following the conference, a joint 
declaration due to be signed by Staf-
fan Nilsson and Jacques Delors will 
call for rapid and operational steps 
towards the integration of EU energy 
policy.

This successful conference was 
attended by over 200 participants. 
It was organised jointly by the 
EESC and Notre Europe, a pan-
European think-tank founded by 
Jacques Delors. (mb) ●

From left to right: Martin Schulz, President of the European Parliament, Anna Maria Darmanin, Vice-president of the EESC 
and Günther Oettinger, EU Energy Commissioner 
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Th e January plenary session was the 
fi rst under the Danish presidency 
and it was there that Nicolai Wam-
men, the Danish Minister for Euro-
pean Aff airs, presented the priorities 
of his government for the next six 
months.

While the containment of the 
economic and social crisis is the 
main thread running throughout 
the Danish programme, the political 
fallout from the crisis also has to be 
contained, the minister said. Th ere-
fore the Danish presidency will strive 
to keep the EU united, as a ‘family of 
27’, not as a ‘club of 10 or 17’.

Th e priorities of the Danish presi-
dency are based on having a Europe 
that is responsible, dynamic, green 
and safe.

A responsible Europe means one 
which controls its finances, both 
at national and Community levels. 
Th is would involve implementing 
and respecting the new brand of 
economic governance, which pro-
vides for greater coordination and 
monitoring of national budget and 

economic policies. As for the budget 
for 2014–20 to be negotiated by the 
end of 2012, Denmark wants it to 
combine ‘financial responsibility’ 
with ‘the generation of growth’.

A dynamic Europe means one 
where the presidency intends to 
modernise the internal market, so 
that on its 20th anniversary it is 
more attractive to capital, the rules 
applying to public contracts are 
more fl exible, consumers are guar-
anteed greater security, and the 
patents system is more accessible 
for businesses.

Next, the transition to a sustain-
able economy must be speeded 
up, or else there will be a flight of 
our knowledge and jobs to other 
countries, said the minister. Mak-
ing Europe greener means having 
policies not only for growth but also 
for energy, agriculture or fi shing — 
all of which are at the top of Den-
mark’s agenda.

Finally, strengthening cooperation 
under Schengen and moving towards 
a European system of asylum is a pri-

ority at a time when the Arab Spring 
calls for appropriate facilities for wel-
coming refugees and processing their 
applications. As regards enlargement, 
the fi les on Turkey, Iceland or Serbia 
and Montenegro will be reviewed on 
the basis of merit.

Moreover, the institutional set-up 
from Lisbon expects the revolving 
presidency to play the role of ‘honest 
broker’, which the government 
intends to do.

Staff an Nilsson, EESC President, 
was pleased that the presidency 
would provide a ‘shot in the arm’ 
for the Committee’s activities. 
Mr Wammen had shown that the 
Danish presidency considered the 
Committee as more than an infl uen-
tial partner: a key partner, while the 
presidents of the three groups had 
each in turn looked forward to the 
Danish presidency getting Europe 
back on track. Backing one another 
up in a strong partnership, Denmark 
and the EESC would work closely 
together to get the EU out of its 
rut. (mvd) ●

Staff an Nilsson, EESC President, and Nicolai Wammen, Danish Minister for European Aff airs

Civil society to work in partnership with the Danish EU presidency

Th e economic crisis has had serious 
eff ects on the labour market. Th ou-
sands of companies are going out of 
business, unemployment remains at a 
high level, salaries are falling, budget 
cuts are being made in social secur-
ity systems, and poverty and social 
exclusion are growing.

A well-educated younger genera-
tion able to make its own choices is 
a prerequisite for emerging success-
fully from this crisis. Member States 
should therefore pay particular atten-
tion to public investment in educa-
tion and vocational training, which 
is, and must remain, a fundamental 
human right and public good. Invest-
ing in education can help to reach the 

objectives of the Europe 2020 strategy 
in terms of employment rates (75 % 
of 20 to 64-year-olds to be employed 
by 2020) and social inclusion (20 mil-
lion people to be lift ed out of pov-
erty).

Education issues concern all stages 
of life, from pre-school to higher and 

adult education and diff erent educa-
tional settings — formal, non-formal 
and informal. With this is mind, the 
SOC section organised a conference 
on ‘Th e economic crisis, education 
and the labour market’ on 24 Janu-
ary, with the aim of fi nding better 
ways of integrating young people 
into the labour market, meeting the 
challenges of lifelong learning and 
improving the skills of older workers.

Th e conference was attended by 
a large number of decision-makers, 
including Androulla Vassiliou, the 
European Commissioner for Edu-
cation, Culture, Multilingualism 
and Youth, Christine Antorini, the 
Danish Minister for Children and 

Education, and members of the 
European Parliament. Representa-
tives from the OECD, the European 
Students’ Forum, the European 
Youth Forum, the European Trade 
Union Committee for Education and 
many others also contributed to the 
debate. (mvd) ●

Investing in education is a 
prerequisite for steering 
the EU out of the crisis

Danish design applied to Europe

Th e coming six months will not be 
easy ones for the European Union. 

‘In the middle of what may be the 
worst economic, social, politi-
cal and institutional crisis Europe 
has ever known, Denmark’s strong 
leadership is crucial’, emphasises 
Staff an Nilsson, EESC President. Th e 
EESC has pledged to work actively 
alongside the presidency — with 
the close involvement of civil soci-
ety across Europe — to support and 
promote environmental, economic 
and social progress.

Fostering dialogue and participa-
tion and strengthening the involve-
ment of people at grass-roots level 
are central to the EESC’s mission. 
Th e Committee’s members play a 
crucial role in explaining EU poli-
cies in their own countries, listening 
to the public’s interests and needs 
and channelling this feedback into 
the debate in Brussels. A successful 

exit from the crisis and a sustainable 
jobs and growth scenario will be 
achieved only if the whole of society 
feels committed and all actors take 
full responsibility.

Whilst short-term actions are 
needed to overcome the crisis, it is 
also crucial to maintain a long-term 
vision to create the best conditions 
for the welfare of Europe’s future 
generations.

With this in mind, the EESC 
is continuing to focus on sus-
tainability and has pledged to see 
it mainstreamed across all policies. 
Pursuit of the smart, sustainable 
and inclusive growth objectives of 
the EU 2020 strategy is already an 
EESC priority, under the leader-
ship of its Europe  2020 Steering 
Committee.

Refl ecting its special expertise in 
consumer protection, the EESC is 
holding its annual European Con-
sumers’ Day event in Copenhagen in 
March 2012. ‘Consumer confi dence 
is essential if the single market is to 
be revitalised,’ insists EESC member 
Benedicte Federspiel of the Danish 
Consumer Council.

The EESC is also developing its 
message and contribution for the 
United Nations Rio+20 Conference 
on Sustainable Development, to be 
held in June 2012. Th e EESC’s Sus-
tainable Development Observatory 
has taken the lead in coordinating 
a wide-ranging public consultation 
and in February 2012, together with 
the European Commission, the Com-
mittee is organising a conference 
to foster dialogue, exchange expe-
riences, look for best practices, dis-

cuss and agree what has to be done, 
and make proposals to decision-
makers on topics such as the green 
economy, consumption, governance 
and the eradication of poverty.

The social impact of the crisis 
must not be forgotten in the months 
ahead. ‘Europe’s biggest problem 
is unemployment — not least for 
young people,’ says EESC mem-
ber Marie-Louise Knuppert of the 
Danish Confederation of Trade 
Unions. She is calling for new pro-
posals to help young job-seekers into 
the labour market. Th e Committee 
takes a special interest in the views 
and experiences of young Europeans 
— tomorrow’s decision-makers — 
and in April 2012 will hold its third 
youth plenary session, ‘Your Europe, 
your say!’, in Brussels. ●

European Economic and Social Committee

The European Economic
and Social Committee 

during the
Danish Presidency

January – June 2012     
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The EESC at the International 
Green Week Berlin

Cherry blossom trees 
will bloom again

Staff an Nilsson, EESC President, and 
the EESC Section for Agriculture, 
Rural Development and the Envir-
onment (NAT) played an active 
part during the fi rst few days of the 
International Green Week Berlin, 
from 19 to 21 January 2012.

Th e International Green Week 
(IGW) is the world’s biggest fair 
for food, agriculture and horti-
culture, which includes commer-
cial and non-commercial exhibits 
with changing annual themes. Th e 
IGW’s key policy event, the Glo-
bal Forum for Food and Agricul-
ture (GFFA), brought together 
high-level politicians from around 
the world, representatives from 
industry, development coopera-

The EESC NAT Section meet-
ing on 20 January took place at the 
headquarters of the IGW, with a 
public hearing entitled ‘The CAP 
towards 2020: will the new CMO give 
more power to farmers?’ Th e conclu-
sions from the hearing will be fed 
into the EESC opinion on ‘Th e CAP 
towards 2020’, which is scheduled for 
adoption in March 2012. (fda) ●

For further information:

International Green Week: http://
www.gruenewoche.de/en/

Global Forum for Food and Agri-
culture: http://www.gff a-berlin.de/en

EU’s role in peace-building

The opinion REX/326 
(rapporteur: Jane Mor-
rice, Various Interests 
Group, UK) assesses the 
EU’s role in peace-build-
ing and, proposes some 
guidelines for best prac-
tice and future policy in 
this area with particular 

emphasis on civil society playing a greater role. Th e establish-
ment of the EU’s External Action Service provides an ideal 
opportunity to improve coherence and develop an integra-
ted system for global confl ict resolution. As the world’s most 
successful model of political integration, the EU could go a 
step further in its peace-building missions, adopting a holis-
tic approach. In practical terms, this new strategy could be 
achieved by simultaneously implementing civilian, military, 
diplomatic, humanitarian, development, trade and investment 
measures. Under this new coordinated approach, civil society 
organisations would have a crucial role to play in ensuring the 
eff ectiveness and long-term sustainability of any peace-building 
strategy. Concrete proposals in this context are to create a data-
base of European peace-building experts from the judiciary, 
police forces, NGOs, the world of mediation, etc. and to set 
up a task force comprising representatives from the European 
Parliament, the European Commission, the Committee of the 
Regions and, of course, the EESC. (asp) ●

GMOs in the EU

Th e EESC position on GMOs in the EU was backed by a majority 
of members at the January plenary session, where it was presented 
by rapporteur Martin Siecker (Workers’ Group, Netherlands). 
Th e current EU legal framework for GMOs is undergoing change 
and so in the near future the EESC will be giving its views on 
GM policy and legislation with greater frequency. To prepare for 

and guide the forthcom-
ing debate, the opinion 
provides a basic outline 
of the state of play and 
issues regarding GMOs, 
as well as their regulation 
in the EU. Various ethical, 
ecological, technological, 

(socio-)economic, legal and policy questions are involved, all 
of which must be considered in a broad societal context. Th is 
opinion aims to provide a roadmap for a balanced and pertinent 
political discussion of these important questions. (ail) ●

Energy policy: more Europe, please …

In its own-initiative opinion, the EESC has expanded on former 
European Commission president Jacques Delors’ idea of crea-
ting a European energy community to regain lost momentum 
in completing an EU-wide internal energy market.

It stressed the importance of a joint approach to energy 
production, transmission and consumption, and said Member 
States should act ‘responsibly’ in this fi eld. Th e Committee ven-
ted its frustration with unilateral decisions on energy choices, 
saying that ‘in a spirit of solidarity and effi  ciency’ such decisions 
should be taken ‘by common accord at EU level’ instead.

As a fi rst step towards a European energy community, the 
EESC endorsed the idea of creating regional energy blocs within 
which countries and operators would coordinate their key deci-
sions on the energy mix and network development. Th is would 
generate considerable economies of scale and lead to a gradual 
integration of hitherto separate markets, thus causing prices to 
align, said the EESC.

The Committee backed Mr Delors’ idea of creating ‘a 
European gas purchasing group’ to strengthen the bargaining 
power of Member States and companies. Th e EESC was ada-

mant that the European Commission should negotiate energy 
deals with third countries on behalf of Member States and be 
allowed to vet national energy agreements before they enter 
into force. (mb)  ●

Youth employment, technical skills and mobility

Th e consequences of the economic crisis showed that the labour 
markets suff er from structural problems. Young people are the 
ones who suff er the most: it’s more and more diffi  cult to gain 
a footing in the labour market. EESC own-initiative opinion 
SOC/421 (rapporteur: Ms Dorthe Andersen, Employers’ Group, 
Denmark) indentifi es measures to facilitate the entry and the 
mobility of young people within it. Th e document focuses on 
the importance of a deeper cooperation between business and 
the education sector, to improve employment opportunities by 
giving appropriate skills to secondary school students. (rdr) ●

Vocational education and training as a high-quality 
alternative to higher education

Forecasts of future skills needs in the EU show an increasing 
demand for a labour force with high-level qualifications 
up to 2020. Th e EESC opinion (rapporteur: Ms Vladimira 
Drbalová, Employers’ Group, Czech Republic) argues that it 
is time for the Member States to reform their vocational edu-
cation and training (VET) systems. VET should represent an 
attractive alternative to academic education, as only a good 
balance between these two can ensure economic growth 

and social progress. The 
social partners should help 
governments in designing 
and implementing VET 
policies, to ensure a match 
between the training pro-
vided and the needs of the 
labour market. (rdr) ●

PLENARY SESSION IN A NUTSHELL

Jane Morrice, EESC member

Martin Siecker, EESC member

Vladimira Drbalová, EESC member

tion experts, the scientific com-
munity and civil society to discuss 
priority agricultural policy issues 
under this year’s GFFA motto: 
‘Food security through sustainable 
growth — Farming with limited 
resources’, which is highly relevant 
to the forthcoming United Nations 
Conference on Sustainable Devel-
opment (Rio+20).

Mr Nilsson participated in sev-
eral high-level events and gave a 
statement at the GFFA Agricul-
tural Ministers’ Panel discussion on 
21 January, reiterating the need for 
dialogue with farmers and farmers’ 
organisations and to involve them 
when deciding on reforms for a 
more sustainable agriculture.

Staff an Nilsson, EESC President, and Ilse Aigner, German Minister of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection

Th e EESC Japan contact group vis-
ited Japan in November to assess the 
country’s recovery following the dis-
astrous earthquake and tsunami that 
hit it last March, leaving in its wake 
20 000 people dead or missing and 
350 000 homeless. Tens of thousands 
of people in the aff ected areas are in 
temporary housing and reconstruc-
tion has just begun.

The disaster prompted many 
people to ask themselves: ‘What can 
I do to help?’ Some, like students of 
Kwansei Gakuin University, felt that 
it was impossible to sit idle. They 
met up and launched the ‘Heart on 
Coin’ project aiming to collect dona-
tions and messages from the world 
over and send them on to schools 
or fishermen’s cooperatives in the 
devastated areas. Th ey also sent the 
recipients’ messages back to the 
donors. Everything is published on 
the website where you can find a 
comforting message from a Turk-
ish donor, ‘Never lose hope. You are 
not alone!’, or this reinvigorating 
note from Th ailand: ‘Keep fi ghting. 

Th e future is coming with sunshine.’ 
Ten months on, they have raised over 
EUR 30 000.

‘Recovering from such a 
disaster takes time and knowing 
that someone cares and is thinking 
about you is just as important as 
fi nancial assistance,’ commented 
the contact group’s president, 
Ms Eve Päärendson (Employers’ 
Group, Estonia).

Organisations mushroomed in 
the wake of the earthquake. You 
find them on the streets, social 
groupings raising funds and coordi-
nating assistance programmes, and as 
many as 2 000 volunteers are active 
in the aff ected areas helping people 
on a daily basis.

Not only have they boosted the 
government’s eff orts to rebuild and 
rehabilitate the area, but they have 
also been able to overcome some of 
the diffi  culties that the government 
has encountered.

Japan has little experience of 
receiving and managing foreign aid. 
Th is scarcity of expertise, coupled 
with the immensity of the catas-
trophe, resulted in the government 
struggling to supply reliable infor-
mation quickly to the panic-stricken 
population and to deliver the dona-
tions fl ooding in from around the 
world effi  ciently. In September 2011, 
around 60 % of donations had still to 
be delivered to recipients. 

 

Osaka student volunteers from the ‘Heart on 
coin “Kizuna”’ project delivering the EESC’s gifts 
to the children at the Tagajo Fureai Festival
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IN SHORT

Yet despite the volunteers’ remar-
kable performance, there is a clear 
need to bolster voluntary organisa-
tions and to show greater recognition 
of their key role in providing victims 
with assistance.  

As the EESC visited Japan just 
before Christmas, it used the oppor-

tunity to off er children small presents, 
such as calendars, coloured pencils 
or rulers. ‘The disaster left lots of 
children orphaned and hardly able 
to participate in school and hobby 
group activities. We wanted them to 
feel that they are not alone and to give 
them a little break from reality,’ said 
Ms Päärendson. (ep/mb) ●

Video challenge 2012: make your vote count!

A touch of modern art in a Danish royal palace

‘Our economic fundamentals are sound: the EU simply needs 
trust and confi dence’ says Joost van Iersel on Russian TV

On the initiative of Anna Maria 
Darmanin, the EESC Vice-Presi-
dent responsible for communica-
tion issues, the Committee kicked 
off  2012 by inviting young people 
from around the EU to take part in a 
video challenge. Th e challenge aimed 
at encouraging young people to fi nd 

From 18 January, in the frame-
work of the Danish EU presidency 
and in cooperation with the Dan-
ish Cultural Institute, the EESC 
will host a photographic exhibition 
entitled ‘A modern royal house-
hold’. The exhibition showcases 
the innovative artistic restoration 
carried out from 2004 to 2010 at 
Frederik VIII’s Palace in Amalien-
borg, Copenhagen.

On 7 December, Joost van Iersel, 
President of the EESC’s Europe 2020 
Steering Committee, took part in the 
‘Cross Talk’ debate broadcast by 
Russia Today and hosted by Peter 
Lavelle. Th e other two speakers, Ann 
Pettifor and James Meadway, held a 
largely eurosceptic position, predic-
ting a huge political crisis and even 
the collapse of the euro. Both were 
highly critical of European leaders 
and politicians.

In spite of the rather hostile 
atmosphere, Mr van Iersel was able 
to make clear that the euro was doing 
well compared with the dollar or the 
yen and that the EU economy is hol-
ding up rather well, given the very 
difficult circumstances in Europe 
and the Western world in general. 

creative ways to show, ‘without a 
mask or poker face’, what Europe 
means to them.

You can find all the videos — 
which were submitted between 
1  January and 15  February  2012 
— on the EESC’s website at http://
www.eesc.europa.eu/video-chal-
lenge. What’s more, from 18 Feb-
ruary until 2  March at noon, 
you can vote for your favourite 
production on the website. The 
three best videos will share no 
less than EUR  10  000  in prize 
money at the awards ceremony on 
15 March 2012.

As part of the restoration, Crown 
Prince Frederik and Princess Mary 
decided to allow 10 contemporary 
Danish artists to renovate some of 
the rooms in the palace, giving the 
18th-century royal residence a mod-
ern touch.

Each artist sought inspiration in a 
diff erent way: some aimed at refl ec-
ting the cultural and architectural 

Th e problems around the euro will 
be overcome. Unfortunately, there 
was insuffi  cient time to explain the 
position of the Committee on the 
EU’s future economic model, based 
on the Europe 2020 strategy.

However, it became very clear 
that the EU institutions need to gar-
ner just as much trust as the EU’s 
economic model. The underlying 
message was clear: there is a plan for 
Europe for the next eight years. When 
the debate focused too much on the 
latest Council meetings and recent 
events, Mr van Iersel pointed out that 
the European paradigm of the social 
market economy, melding competi-
tiveness and social inclusion, must be 
recognised as a model of success.

In order to maintain economic 
resilience in diffi  cult times and in the 
face of a changing world, it is vital 
to listen to European civil society’s 
proposals for long and short-term 
strategies.

Th e very lively debate was a good 
opportunity to make the Committee’s 
views on these key issues heard out-
side the confi nes of the EU. (asp) ●

When you cast your vote, don’t 
forget that  2012 is the European 
Year for Active Ageing and Soli-
darity between Generations, a 
fact which the EESC encouraged 
participants to refl ect in their pro-
duction teams. To find out more 
about this European Year, go to 
h t t p : / / e c . e u r o p a . e u / s o c i a l /
ey2012main.jsp?langId=en&catId
=971.

And don’t forget to support 
Europe’s creative and dynamic 
young people, by voting for the 
video that speaks to you the 
most! (mvd) ●

heritage of the palace, while others 
preferred to leave traces of their 
own artistic movement or brought 
elements of the life of the Crown 
Prince and Princess into their work. 
A visit to this exhibition is a perfect 
way for the public to get a taste of 
its successful combination of rococo 
style and contemporary art.

The EESC had the honour of 
hosting the Crown Prince and 
Princess themselves at its premises 
on 26  January. Pictures of their 
visit are available on the EESC 
website at http://www.eesc.europa.
eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activi-
ties-culture-royal-modern-house-
hold-photos. 

Th e exhibition was launched in 
the presence of Staff an Nilsson on 
18 January and will remain open to 
the public from Monday to Friday 
until 23 March. (mvd) ●

From left to right: Danish Crown Princess Mary, Danish Crown Prince Frederik
and Staff an Nilsson, EESC President

Joost van Iersel, EESC member

Comisiones Obreras during the dictatorship

Comisiones Obreras en la Dictadura 
(The Comisiones Obreras trade 
union during the Dictatorship) is 
the title of a recently published book 
by Juan Moreno, an EESC member 
and former confederal secretary 
for international relations of the 
Spanish Workers’ Commissions 
(Comisiones Obreras — CCOO). 
The book was launched at the 
EESC on 18 January at a ceremony 
conducted by Georges Dassis, 
Group II President.

Th e 16 densely packed chapters tell 
the story from the creation of Comi-
siones Obreras in the middle of the 
Franco dictatorship up to the legalisa-

tion of the trade union confederation 
in April 1977.

Th e publication gives an overview 
of the socio-political movement Comi-
siones Obreras, recording its cam-
paigns and the sacrifi ces these cost its 
members and leaders. Th e book ends at 
the start of the transition to democracy, 
when, following the death of the dic-
tator, CCOO called numerous strikes 
opposing those in favour of keeping 
things as they were and stood firm 
against the violence of the far right, 
succeeding in making crimes such as 
the Atocha massacre work against the 
conservative elements and speeding up 
the transition to democracy. ●

Soon in the EESC
Fourteenth European Consumer Day: new routes towards sustainable consumption

Th e European Consumer Day will be 
held this year for the 14th time, in 
Copenhagen, on 15 March and will 
focus on sustainable consumption.

Sustainable consumption means 
guaranteeing the fulfi lment of basic 
needs and a better quality of life 
both today and for future genera-
tions. In that context, today’s con-
sumer behaviour, as well as energy 
effi  ciency and climate change, raise 
important questions and call for new 

directions to achieve sustainable 
consumption. Th e three European 
Consumer Day panels will address 
those questions, focusing on the cur-
rent crisis and the infl uence it has 
had on our needs and ways of buy-
ing. (mvd) ●

To fi nd out more about this event, 
please visit http://www.eesc.europa.
eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-
european-consumer-day-2012. 
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