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EDITORIAL Europe should get together 
to support the Council of Europe’s 
European Social Charter

Dear readers,
Th e euro crisis is just the latest in a series of events 
that is leading to a crisis of public confi dence in 
the European project. Th e single currency, sym-
bol of the power and maturity of the Union, does 
not seem able to resist speculative attacks from 

markets more and more focused on short-term earnings and indiff erent to the 
medium-/long-term perspective. Citizens are less and less involved in the European 
project, partly because of the political debate at national level, which tends to blame 
Europe for the worst social and economic crisis ever.

Th is lack of confi dence can partially be solved by better communicating Europe: 
explaining the benefi ts that Europe brings to the daily life of each one of us and the 
amount of problems that it has solved or helped overcome. But this is not enough. 
At the same time, we must re-establish a frank and direct relationship with citizens, 
getting closer to their aspirations and being willing to listen to their demands. In 
this process, I think it is vital to pay special attention to young people. Th rough 
them, we must develop the concept of participatory democracy introduced in the 
foundations of the new Europe of Lisbon.

Against this backdrop, I have launched an initiative of which I am proud and 
which I have been working on for the past few months, together with European 
Parliament Vice-President Gianni Pittella: ‘Five ideas for a younger Europe’.

The idea was triggered by the interest in young people that I share with 
Mr Pittella, and by our conviction that Europe must draw closer to the younger 
generations, who can bring new vigour to the European venture.

It consists of a series of visits to European universities in which we’re meeting 
young students of political science and communication. Th e aim of the initiative 
is to garner the thoughts, expectations, concerns and hopes of young European 
students as the raw material to be summarised in ‘Five ideas for a younger Europe’, 
which will be submitted for the attention of the European Parliament and the 
European Economic and Social Committee.

Th e fi rst visits took place in Leeds on 10 October. Th e meeting was an exciting 
implementation of the bottom-up approach; it was interesting to hear the voice 
of young students on their vision of Europe. We met young women and men who 
believe in European values, and who are ready to participate if truly involved.

Young people are not the future of Europe, they are the present. We have to 
give them and their ideas the space they deserve in our society.

Anna Maria Darmanin
Vice-President
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The Council of Europe, the Eco-
nomic, Social and Environmental 
Council of France (ESEC) and the 
EESC held on 23 September in Paris 
at the headquarters of the French 
ESEC, a joint conference on ‘The 
Council of Europe’s Social Charter 
50 years on: What next?’ to com-
memorate the 50th anniversary of 
the 1961 Social Charter. Th e confer-
ence brought together representatives 
of legal and academic circles, trades 
unions and employers’ organisations, 
as well as civil society bodies.

The conference looked at how 
the European Social Charter has 
been applied over the last 50 years 
and how it can be better used to help 
tackle the current economic crisis. 
Th e last session, which was attended 
by many EESC members, refl ected 
particularly on how the European 

Social Charter, the EU Charter of 
Fundamental Rights and the Com-
munity Charter of Fundamental 
Social Rights of Workers can com-
plement each other to create a more 
social Europe.

Staff an Nilsson, as President of 
the European Economic and Social 
Committee, stressed at the open-
ing of the conference: ‘Th e current 
fi nancial crisis and corresponding 
social gloom in Europe require 
bold measures, not only in terms of 
European economic governance, but 
also through more European social 
solidarity. It is vital for the European 
social dimension to remain a visible 
and credible guarantor and stabiliser 
of social democracy. Civil society 
must play its part. Th e two Social 
Charters, both of the Council of 
Europe and European Community, 

more than ever, remain benchmarks 
and measuring sticks of our attach-
ment to social rights.’

While recognising that the Euro-
pean Social Charter revised in 1996 
was very much complete in itself, 
participants admitted that moni-
toring of compliance should be 
improved in the current context of 
economic crisis to avoid the develop-
ment of a real social crisis and pro-
tect the most vulnerable. Th e use of 
a new ‘social action programme’ to 
help implement the various char-
ters, a better combination of social 
dialogue with civil dialogue and 
the European citizens’ initiative as 
a method to make proposals for 
Community legislation in the areas 
covered by the charters were also 
recommended.

Th is conference marked the start 
of a joint reflection on the meth-
ods and tools to build a culture of 
social rights for Europe. In his clos-
ing address, Jean-Paul Delevoye, 
President of the ESEC, the hosting 
institution, proposed that a joint 
meeting of the three institutions be 
held yearly to assess and to take for-
ward the Europe-wide campaign to 
promote basic social rights. (mjb)
 ●

Volunteer to help the economy!
In a bid to make the case for the 
economic value of volunteering 
and promote it as a way of achiev-
ing a Europe of solidarity, the 
European Economic and Social 
Committee held a high-level con-
ference in the Presidential Palace in 
Warsaw on 30 September. Hosted 
by Polish President Bronisław 
Komorowski and organised by the 
EESC’s Various Interests’ Group, 
chaired by Luca Jahier, the con-
ference addressed the challenging 
issue of clearing hurdles to volun-
teering in Europe.

Participants pondered how to 
better involve public authorities 
in the promotion of volunteer-
ing and looked at ways of making 
existing regulations more volun-
teering-friendly. Volunteering was 
presented as an activity for people 
of all ages and from all walks of life: 

youth volunteering plays a role in 
the ‘social construction of high-
quality kids’ (as one of the speakers 
put it), while at the same time the 
concept of ‘active ageing through 
volunteering’ is garnering increas-
ing popularity.

Kicked off  by speeches by Staff an 
Nilsson, EESC President, László 
Andor, EU Commissioner for 
Employment, Social Affairs and 
Inclusion, and Jolanta Fedak, 
Polish Minister for Labour and 
Social Policy, the event assessed 
the progress of the European Year 
of Volunteering.

The debate with civil society 
organisations from the Eastern 
Partnership countries on prospects 
for volunteering in their states 
rounded off  the event. (mb) ●

As EESC info was going to press 
the sad news broke about the 
untimely death of Mario Sepi, 
former EESC President and former 
Group II President. Th e December 
edition will carry a proper obituary 
article.
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EESC bracing itself for Rio + 20

On the very day that Envir-
onment Commissioner 
Janez Potočnik discussed 
preparat ions  for  the 
Rio + 20 conference with 
EESC members, the Com-
mittee adopted a string of 
timely opinions that will 
feed into the EU’s overall 

position on this conference. One of them, draft ed by Hans-
Joachim Wilms (Workers’ Group, Germany), argued that 
Rio + 20 needed to come up with a better governance struc-
ture to enable the transition to a new economy.

In another opinion draft ed by Lutz Ribbe (Various Inter-
ests Group, Germany), the EESC tackled the issue of energy 
effi  ciency. It also called for a rethink of our current social 
prosperity model, relying on cheap energy and ineffi  cient 
input and turnover of materials. Th is view was echoed by 
Richard Adams (Various Interests Group, United Kingdom), 
rapporteur of the opinion on a roadmap towards a competi-
tive low-carbon economy in 2050, who said that the role of 
technology in curbing climate change should not be over-
estimated, as lifestyle changes were equally important. Th e 
opinion, calling for a 25 % drop in GHG emissions by 2020, 
was co-draft ed by Josef Zbořil (Employers’ Group, Czech 
Republic). (mb)  ●

Fundamental rights for all

During its September plenary session, the EESC gave the 
green light to an opinion on the European Disability Strategy 
2010–20 (SOC/403) and to one on the strategy for the Charter 
of Fundamental Rights (SOC/401). Both texts are intended 
to combat discrimination and social exclusion in Europe and 
defend the fundamental rights of EU citizens.

Th e EESC wants to strengthen the culture of fundamental 
rights at EU level and ensure that the charter is also observed 
at national level, in particular with respect to social rights. Th e 
legally binding obligation to promote fundamental rights must 
lead to concrete activities, and the public should be aware of 
their new rights under EU legislation.

Moreover, the EESC is determined to extend legal protec-
tion for the rights of persons with disabilities beyond the fi eld 
of employment. Issues relating to disability must always be 
taken into account when developing and implementing social 
legislation and policies. (ail) ●

Democracy and sustainable growth 
in the Euromed region

Th e latest events in North Africa and the 
Middle East undoubtedly mean a historic 
shift  and a demand for social change by 
all social strata and numerous civil society 
organisations. Rather than remaining on 
the sidelines, the EESC has adopted two 
opinions and one report, all of them look-
ing towards new democracies and a new 
economic model in the region.

Th e opinion on ‘Promoting representative civil societies 
in the Euromed region’ proposes developing a new European 
framework for cooperation with the independent representa-
tives of civil societies. Mr Dimitriadis, rapporteur of the opinion 
and former EESC President, advocated an active role for the 
EESC, based on its expertise in social dialogue. Th e next step 
in this direction will be the presentation of the opinion at the 
Euromed Summit of Economic and Social Councils (Istanbul, 
November 2011).

As far as the economic model is concerned, the keyword would 
be sustainability. Th is could be achieved, fi rstly, by developing 

rural areas and, secondly, by implementing diff erent consump-
tion habits as well as renewable energies. Both fi elds would lay 
the foundations of a new growth model and have been analysed 
in an information report and an exploratory opinion respectively, 
approved at the 474th plenary session. (asp) ●

No single European sky without stronger 
commitment and leadership

Th e Single European Sky (SES) II pack-
age was adopted in 2009 as a recipe for 
improved fl ight safety and effi  ciency and 
greener fl ights with fewer delays. Two 
years later, the package is still not yet 
implemented. Th e EESC believes this is 
partly due to a low level of commitment 
from Member States and the European 
Commission’s lack of leadership.

‘Clutching at national borders in airspace is a misinter-
pretation of national sovereignty,’ said Jacek Krawczyk, EESC 
Vice-President (Employers’ Group) and rapporteur on Single 
European Sky II, in relation to the fragmentation of European 
airspace, which costs the European Union EUR 5 billion annu-
ally and prevents a 12 % reduction in CO

2
 emissions from being 

achieved. To do away with this fragmentation, the package 
introduced functional airspace blocks (FABs), organised on 
the basis of performance targets and which take no account 
of state borders. However, progress on these blocks has so far 
been patchy and too slow, as a result of ineff ective cooperation 
between diff erent national air navigation service providers. 

In response to an invitation from the Polish Presidency of 
the Council of the European Union, Mr Krawczyk will present 
the EESC opinion in Warsaw on 28 November. Th e event is 
to be attended by Mr Cezary Grabarczyk, Polish Minister for 
Infrastructure, and Mr Siim Kallas, European Commissioner 
for Transport. (mb) ●

PLENARY SESSION IN A NUTSHELL

EESC — Euromed Symposium

On 9 September 2011, the Euro-
pean Economic and Social Com-
mittee welcomed to Brussels more 
than 25  NGOs from the south-
ern Mediterranean rim and the 
European Union. Th e symposium 
brought together a wide range of 
organisations from Tunisia, Egypt, 
Morocco, the Palestinian Territo-
ries, Lebanon and Algeria.

Th e meeting was held in order to 
review the changes that have taken 
place in the region during the Arab 
uprisings. It immediately became 
clear that the shaping of new demo-
cratic and participative societies is 
the main concern of the players in 
the fi eld.

One of the main points of con-
sensus to emerge from the debate 
was that democratic transition 
in the region cannot be taken for 
granted, not even in those countries 
undergoing transition periods. To 
support this statement the partici-

pants mentioned examples of indi-
vidual rights abuses.

A widely held view was that civil 
society needs to have a say and that 
NGOs and the EU have to continue 
monitoring the situation to consoli-
date democratic gains.

It was not only NGO and EESC 
members who exchanged views 
on civil society cooperation: rep-
resentatives of the International 
Labour Organisation (ILO) and the 
European External Action Service 
(EEAS) also contributed. Conse-
quently, the debate was a cross-
disciplinary one, taking a practical 
and realistic approach and reaching 
the main conclusion was that there 
is no room for complacency. (asp)
 ●

From left to right: Ahmed Galai (Deputy President of the Tunisian League for the 
Defence of Human Rights (LTDH), Dimitris Dimitriadis and Sandy Boyle (EESC members), 
Mr Harrison (EESC secretariat)

Janez Potočnik, European 
Commissioner for Environment

Dimitris Dimitriadis, 
EESC member

Jacek Krawczyk, 
EESC Vice-President

Civil society organisations call for EU 
and Turkey to move forward 
with the accession process

On 15 and 16 September, a delega-
tion of the EESC and its Turkish 
civil society counterparts unani-
mously adopted a joint declaration 
on the upcoming reform of Turkey’s 
constitution. Th e declaration’s key 
message was that the reform should 
move towards guaranteeing free 
speech and strengthening media 
freedom and the independence of 
professional organisations.

The participants were mainly 
members of the EU–Turkey Joint 
Consultative Committee (JCC), a 
body which represents both Turkish 
and European civil society and their 
diverse economic and social interest 
groups. Th e meeting, held in Istan-
bul, was attended by Staff an Nilsson, 
President of the European Economic 
and Social Committee, and Mr Bagis, 
Minister for EU Affairs and Chief 

Negotiator for the Republic of Tur-
key. Picking up on one of the threads 
that had run through the meeting as 
a whole, Mr Nilsson said that he was 
confi dent that the political leader-
ship and vision that had oriented 
the EU for 60 years would prevail, 
despite the crisis, and that the EESC 
would continue to stress that Tur-
key’s accession had to be part of that 
vision. In this regard, the JCC hoped 
that the EU agenda would remain a 
top priority for the newly appointed 
government of the Republic of Tur-
key and vice versa and welcomed the 
fact that the Secretariat General for 
EU Aff airs had been upgraded to a 
fully fl edged ministry.

Another key focus of the declara-
tion was the resilience of the Turkish 
economy, which achieved the highest 
growth rate in the OECD during the 

fi rst half of 2011, and the positive 
impact such a partner would have 
on the EU economy if Turkey were 
closer to EU accession, considering, 
in particular, the vast export oppor-
tunities off ered by Turkey’s booming 
private consumption.

Finally, the JCC addressed the 
issue of the energy sector, fi rst tak-
ing note of the Nabucco project 
support agreements, a good exam-
ple of energy cooperation, and then 
stressing the eff orts being made by 
both sides in the move towards a 
low-carbon economy.

Th e next meeting of the EU–Tur-
key JCC will take place in the EU in 
the fi rst half of 2012. Th e main topic 
of this meeting will be trade union 
rights. (asp) ●

From left to right: Staff an Nilsson, Arno Metzler and Mustafa Kumlu (Co-Chairs of the EU–Turkey JCC), Egemen Bagis (Turkish Minister 
for EU Aff airs and Chief Negotiator) and Rifat Hisarciklioglu (President of TOBB, Turkish Chamber of Commerce)
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More Europe, 
better Europe
These are troubled times. Europe is 
embroiled in a crisis that detracts from its 
core values of solidarity. Oft en the voices 
of those struggling to make ends meet go 
unheard. We have seen the young and the 
old rise up in protest and take to the streets 
in Athens and elsewhere.

We have seen some Member States take tough decisions to cut spending 
and social programmes and even reimpose border controls. And while this is 
happening, we are calling upon our partners in Armenia, Azerbaijan, Belarus, 
Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine to adhere to EU standards of governance and 
demonstrate their commitments to human rights, solidarity and the pursuit 
of happiness.

Europe needs greater integration, greater solidarity, and policies that can 
provide a future for us all. Th e Polish Presidency of the Council of the EU, 
with its focus on the Eastern Partnership, is promoting European integration 
as an engine for growth. Because of it, we need to demonstrate to our eastern 
partners that regional integration and cooperation is mutually benefi cial. We 
need to demonstrate that we speak and act with one voice for a common cause 
where dignity is a human right and not just ornamented by honours.

Th e Eastern Partnership is in its infancy. Two years in and the results have 
been admittedly mixed. Th e partnership has so much potential to strengthen 
democratic rule and bring widespread prosperity to its citizens. Th e time has 
come to deliver.

Th e vital role of civil society and the social partners in fostering dialogue 
with national governments cannot be stressed enough. Indeed, such dialogue 
is a prerequisite for a democratic society. Th e EESC insisted in its fi rst opinion 
on Eastern Partnership, in 2009, on the need to have institutional capacity 
building programmes for civil society. Th e events in northern Africa showed 
the pertinence of this proposal and now the Civil Society Facility and the 
European Endowment for Democracy have been created to help civil society in 
the European Neighbourhood to contribute in bringing their countries closer 
to European values.

We at the EESC have the experience and the tools to help foster civil society 
development in Eastern Partnership countries. We know that civil society 
monitoring mechanisms should be included in association agreements and in 
free-trade agreements in order to hold governments to account. We are also 
ready to engage in an active and representative Eastern Partnership Civil Society 
Forum that gives its voice also to social partners. And we want organised civil 
society throughout the Eastern Partnership to become a bridge whose founda-
tions, fi rmly cemented in solidarity, will in turn inspire the European Union.

Sandy Boyle
President of the EESC’s External Relation Section

Some migrants from Eastern Part-
nership (EaP) countries are fi nding 
ways to enter the EU illegally. Th e 
lure of paid work compels many 
to make the perilous journey. But 
the economic crisis in Europe 
has eroded job prospects, forcing 
would-be migrants to find other 
avenues of revenue in their home 
countries.

Frontex, an EU agency tasked 
with coordinating operational coop-
eration between Member States in 
the fi eld of border security, recorded 
a net decrease in illegal border 
crossings from EaP countries into 
Europe throughout 2010. Last year, 
they detected 1 042 illegal border 
crossings from the east European 
land border into the EU.

In 2009, Frontex detected 1 399 
as opposed to 2 653 in 2008. Half 
of all detections last year were 
migrants from the former Soviet 
republics. The rest were a mix of 

primarily Afghan, Somali and Pal-
estinian refugees.

‘We believe the main reason for 
such a significant decrease at all 
external borders of the EU from 
Spain, to Italy, Greece to the eastern 
EU land borders was the economic 
crisis, which had a strong negative 
impact on the availability of jobs 
that were traditionally performed by 
migrant workers,’ Izabella Cooper, 
Frontex spokesperson, told EESC 
info.

Ms Cooper said many migrants 
were seasonal workers in agricul-
ture, construction and domestic 
labour, but the demand in Europe 
for cheap labour in these sectors 
dropped as a consequence of the 
economic crisis.

Most illegal border detections 
made in 2010 were along the bor-
der between Slovakia and Ukraine, 
where more than 40 % of the total 

million and 50 million tonnes. In 
comparison, combined annual grain 
production in the five other EaP 
states is 15 million tonnes. Th e largest 
trading partner of Armenia, Azerbai-
jan, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine 
is the EU.

‘An important dimension of the 
partnership is its bilateral track, and 
the goal is to fi nalise political asso-
ciation and DCFTA negotiations 
with Ukraine,’ said Radoslaw Sikor-
ski, Poland’s Minister of Foreign 
Affairs, in July. Unlike the other 
EaP countries, DCFTA negotiations 
with Ukraine are almost complete 
and some expect a fi nal agreement 
before the year’s end. Georgia and 
Moldova may also soon launch 
negotiations. Belarus and Azerbai-
jan have yet to start, pending their 
WTO membership, a DCFTA pre-
requisite.

However, the prospect of fi nalis-
ing Ukraine’s DCFTA now appears 

detections of illegal crossings at the 
EU’s external land borders took 
place. On the other hand, the land 
border between Poland and Ukraine 
is Europe’s busiest, and the one most 
oft en used by regular travellers in 
the EU.

‘The relatively high number of 
refusals of entry at this border is 
merely a function of the overall 
high number of passengers cross-
ing this border, and it is important 
to keep in mind this perspective,’ 
said Ms  Cooper, adding that the 
most common reason for refusal 
of entry along all the east European 
land border was the lack of a valid 
visa, followed by a lack of justifi ca-
tion to stay and insuffi  cient means 
of subsistence. Very few are stopped 
because of forged passports or visas.

Frontex has a EUR 2.5 million 
operational budget for land borders 
stretching from Finland to Roma-
nia. While this represents around 
4 % of the agency’s entire budget, 
Ms Cooper said land border opera-
tional costs were considerably lower 
when compared to air and open-sea 
operations.

The EESC is working towards 
relaxing visa restrictions for stu-
dents, business people, regular 
visitors to the EU and family mem-
bers. But the prospect of visa liber-
alisation for EaP countries remains 
distant. Of the EaP, only Ukraine, 
Moldova and Georgia have initi-
ated visa-facilitation agreements 
and action plans. ●

unlikely, said Mr Kallio. ‘It is a very 
demanding timetable and it is not 
realistic,’ he said, explaining that 
persistent internal administra-
tive problems in Ukraine remain. 
Nonetheless, Mr Kallio described 
Ukraine’s foodstuff  sector potential 
as huge and underscored the impor-
tant role of agriculture in its overall 
development.

‘Ukraine is very eager to enhance 
trade with the EU but is finding 
it difficult to adhere to strict EU 
standards of quality. Ukraine needs 
to invest in quality control,’ said 
Mr  Kallio. A DCFTA, he added, 
would stand to benefi t both Poland 
and Ukraine in terms of agricul-
ture. Poland has a major agriculture 
industry with around 1.3 million 
farmers, many of whom cultivate 
less than 20 ha of land. Polish exper-
tise could boost Ukraine’s grain 
yield and enlarge Europe’s single 
market. ●

EU Border Assistance Mission to Moldova and Ukraine

© Konstantin Grozdev

Th e Polish Presidency of the Council 
of the EU wants to strengthen the 
Eastern Partnership (EaP) by priori-
tising association agreements (AA) 
such as the deep and comprehensive 
free-trade agreements (DCFTAs); it 
also wants to focus on cooperation 
among all participating countries. 
The DCFTAs’ aim is to create a 
free-trade zone in the region which 
Seppo Kallio, EESC member and 
rapporteur of the opinion on ‘Th e 
Eastern Partnership and the eastern 
dimension of EU policies’, believes is 
crucial to the future progress of the 
partnership.

‘We need a finalised agreement 
with the Ukraine to move the Eastern 
Partnership forward,’ said Mr Kallio, 
adding that Ukraine’s agricultural 
sector is a major incentive for Poland 
to establish a free-trade zone in the 
region. Ukraine was the world’s 
eighth largest grain producer and 
seventh largest exporter in 2008, with 
an annual grain yield of between 40 
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Governance and stability

Th e fi rst half of 2011 saw the extraor-
dinary fall of autocratic governments 
throughout much of the Arab world. 
Th e rise of entire populations against 
the ruling Arab elite, and their 
demands for transparency, democ-
racy and the rule of law, has reso-
nated in Eastern Partnership (EaP) 
countries.

‘Th e ‘Arab Spring’ led to increased 
expectations of governance reforms 
across the European neighbourhood. 
Th e impact that the changes had on 
the eastern neighbourhood, Arme-
nia included, cannot be ignored,’ 
stated Štefan Füle, Commissioner for 
Enlargement and European Neigh-
bourhood Policy, on 13 July.

Th e Commissioner’s statement was 
followed by a EUR 19.1 million package 
for Armenia designed to strengthen the 
country’s technical and administrative 
capacity in its key institutions.

Th e same day, the EU announced 
a similar package worth EUR 30 mil-
lion for Ukraine, also aimed at pro-
moting good governance and the rule 
of law. Both packages are taken from 
the 2011 EU budget for the Euro-
pean Neighbourhood and Partner-
ship Instrument (ENPI), which is 
the main source of EU support for 
the EaP.

Whilst partner countries are 
encouraged to develop and improve 
their institutions as a means of bol-
stering good governance, respect 
for basic human rights and freedom 
of association are also essential pre-
requisites for achieving this. And 
while each partner country has, to 
varying degrees, carried out politi-
cal, social and economic reforms, 
most still do not take into account 
the important role of civil society 
and social partners such as trade 
unions.

‘Employers, trade unions and 
other socioeconomic organisations 
(farmers, consumers) at national 
level are involved little if at all in the 
activities of the national platforms,’ 
wrote EESC member Gintaras 
Morkis in his 2011 EESC opinion 
‘Eastern Partnership’.

Indeed, the fi rst of the four EaP 
platforms is ‘Democracy, good gov-
ernance and stability’. These plat-
forms form the basis of the EaP and 
defi ne its overall objective to deepen 
political cooperation and economic 
integration with the European Union.

The EESC participates in the 
democracy platform but, as stated 
in the 2011 EESC opinion ‘Eastern 
Partnership’, regrets the limited par-
ticipation of civil society and social 
partners in shaping democracy, gov-
ernance and stability. ●

Law and disorder

Judiciary independence and trans-
parency are ostensible pillars to EU 
partnerships. But civil society and 
social partners within the Eastern 
Partnership (EaP) struggle to ini-
tiate serious judiciary reform and 
promote transparency in their own 
countries.

In 2008, high-ranking officials 
in Georgia, including President 
Saakashvili and the head of the 
Supreme Court, made promising 
statements to usher in a ‘new wave 
of democratic reforms’.

The reforms included a more 
independent judiciary. While 
Georgia has implemented nearly 
half of the reforms, outstanding 
issues remain, according to Tamar 
Khidasheli, member of the board 
of the Georgian Young Lawyers’ 
Association (GYLA). Th e GYLA is 
a Tbilisi-based NGO dedicated to 
promoting human rights and the 
rule of law for justice in Georgia.

Ms Khidasheli explained that, 
overall, although the introduction 
of jury trials, the lifetime appoint-
ment of judges and amendments 
to the law on rules for commu-
nicating with judges were seen as 
generally positive developments, 
these measures would not serve as 
preconditions for the independence 
and impartiality of the judiciary. 
She added that systematic prob-
lems relating to the composition of 
Georgia’s High Council of Justice, 
procedures for appointing judges, 

guaranteed tenure, aspects of inter-
nal independence, and the transfer, 
removal and disciplining of judges 
had yet to be fully addressed.

A joint communication on the 
European neighbourhood policy 
(ENP) issued in May by the EU 
foreign policy chief, Catherine 
Ashton, and the European Com-
mission promises to adapt levels of 
EU support to partners according 
to progress on political reforms and 
building deep democracy.

Its stated aims include guaran-
teeing the rule of law administered 
by an independent judiciary and the 
right to a fair trial. Th e communica-
tion advocates an approach which 
would allow ENP partners into the 
non-regulated area of the internal 
market for goods if they have a fully 
functioning independent judiciary, 
an effi  cient public administration, 
and can demonstrate a net decrease 
in corruption.

Ms Khidasheli regretted that, 
at this stage, civil society’s role in 
implementing the reforms was 
rather limited. However, refer-
ring to the Joint Communication, 
she went on to say that the EU’s 
increased emphasis on the role of 
civil society in the EaP off ered some 
grounds for hope and that the EU’s 
new approach would lend momen-
tum to civil society’s calls for gen-
uine reform and more substantial 
participation in its implementation.
 ●

Burning pages

According to Boris Navasardian, 
President of the Yerevan Press 
Club in Armenia, the role of the 
Eastern Partnership (EaP) in 
improving press freedom is neg-
ligible. Mr Navasardian has been 
working as a print and broadcast 
journalist since 1974.

‘I  have not seen any spe-
cific issue on human rights or 
media freedom being addressed 
within the Eastern Partnership,’ 
Mr Navasardian told EESC Info. 
‘Media and freedom of expression 
are not a priority in the partner-
ship,’ he added, explaining that 

the European Commission 
and his own government 
are far more interested in 
discussing the association 
agreement.  As a result , 
Armenia’s broadcasting and 
print media remains largely 
monitored and controlled 
by the government.

Armenia’s National Com-
mission on TV and Radio 
(NCTR) is a regulatory body 
with the power to grant and 
revoke licences; however, 
it also regularly censors 
the media, according to 
Mr Navasardian.  Mem-
bers of the Commission are 
appointed by the President 
and the ruling coalition. In 
2002, the government shut 
down the critical A1+ televi-
sion channel. A1+’s request 
for a licence has been denied 
a dozen times despite a 2008 

ruling by the European Court of 
Human Rights that the rights of 
the company to impart informa-
tion were violated.

‘It’s diffi  cult being an independ-
ent journalist in Armenia,’ contin-
ued Mr Navasardian. ‘But at least we 

Lenin Sculpture and Belarussian fl ag in Minsk

are not like some other post-Soviet 
countries where it is nearly impos-
sible.’ Armenia recently passed laws 
that decriminalise libel and defam-
ation. Journalists, however, are still 
targeted, especially by the business 
and political elite who sue for moral 
damages and ask compensation for 
court expenses. 

The number of journalists being 
sued has increased dramatically 
despite Armenia’s improved media 
laws. Prior to 2010, only one or two 
were sued for defamation. Today, 
16 journalists have found them-
selves in court. Initially, the courts 
consistently ruled in favour of the 
plaintiffs — but this is changing.

In May, Mr Navasardian and 
four other media experts formed 
the Council of Information Dis-
putes. The council provides ana-

lysis and reports on defamation 
cases brought against journalists. 
These reports are disseminated 
publicly. ‘Since we started issuing 
the opinions, judges’ rulings have 
begun to be more compliant with 
the European standards.’ 

IREX, a Washington-based 
development organisation rating 
press freedom, ranked Armenia’s 
media freedom as the best in the 
region. Its report, published ear-
lier this year, praised Armenia’s 
freedom of speech ‘primarily as a 
result of decriminalisation of libel 
and defamation laws’.

Th e positive assessment came as 
a shock to Mr Navasardian and his 
colleagues. ‘IREX’s statement on 
decriminalisation is just a goal for a 
promised future. Th e reality on the 
ground is entirely diff erent.’ ●
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Lost voices seek common path

EESC member Andrzej Adamczyk 
travelled throughout Armenia, 
Azerbaijan and Georgia for his opin-
ion on ‘European neighbourhood 
policy action plans in the countries 
of the southern Caucasus’. Published 
in 2009, the opinion assessed the 
limited role of civil society in each 
country and, in particular, the diffi  -
culties faced by trade unions. Limita-
tions and diffi  culties, he said, are still 
present today.

Th e opinion drew several conclu-
sions and highlighted the serious 
democratic deficit across a region 
marked by extensive poverty, pro-
vincialism and frozen confl icts. Th e 
dubious nature of some civil society 
organisations (CSOs) and govern-
ment offi  cials he encountered along 
the way underscore his rather critical 
view of the European Partnership’s 

Civil Society Forum (CSF). Th e CSF 
is a forum that meets annually to 
promote contact among CSOs and 
to facilitate dialogue with public 
authorities.

‘Th e CSF is chaotic but it is a good 
platform for people to meet. Unfor-
tunately, it does not contribute to the 
Eastern Partnership in a very con-
structive manner,’ said Mr Adamczyk, 
adding that the European Commis-
sion made the initial mistake of select-
ing CSF partners which did not truly 
represent CSOs. Th e CSF is mostly 
made up of NGOs and think-tanks.

‘We had a chance to talk to CSOs 
in the three countries and our meet-
ings were rather controversial,’ 
continued Mr Adamczyk. ‘Some 
participants were clearly inspired by 
the government, making it diffi  cult to 

determine who was genuine and who 
wasn’t.’ Trade unions in Azerbaijan 
are closely linked to the government. 
In Armenia, existing trade unions 
are remnants of the Soviet era and 
have little infl uence. And Georgia’s 
heterodox trade unions, meanwhile, 
are in open dispute with Tbilisi.

He also met with a member of 
Armenia’s government who alleged-
ly told him in private that corrup-
tion was not only endemic, but was 
an established principle that drove 
individuals to run for parliament. 
‘He was very cynical in private but his 
message changed when he addressed 
the public,’ said Mr Adamczyk.

Two years later, the role of civil 
society and trade unions in imple-
menting and influencing the poli-
tical elite to initiate reforms remains 
contentious. Genuine CSOs and 
trade unions are oft en ignored and 
sidelined.

Georgia has independent trade 
unions but President Saakash-
vili refuses to speak to them said 
Mr  Adamczyk. Georgia’s liberal 
labour laws do not, for instance, 
guarantee a set minimum wage.

‘Georgia is the most democratic 
country in the region and trade 
unions are mostly independent. But 
over the years, Georgia has imposed 
legal regulations on the unions and 
restricted the labour codes. Social 
dialogue is suff ering as a result.’ ●

Labouring over labour rights

Establishing a free-trade zone 
throughout the Eastern Partner-
ship (EaP) countries is an objec-
tive that is so far proving elusive. 
A Soviet legacy of outmoded state 
institutions and a ‘business as usual’ 
practice does little to help remove 
trade barriers, promote regulatory 
convergence, encourage competi-
tion and respect labour rights. 

While most aspire to implement 
the deep and comprehensive free-
trade area (DCFTA), the European 
Commission and the High Repre-
sentative of the Union for Foreign 
Aff airs and Security Policy acknow-
ledged the limited success of the 

EaP in their strategic review of the 
European neighbourhood policy, 
published in May.

The Commission views the 
DCFTA as ‘the main and most eff ec-
tive vehicle for developing closer 
trade ties’. Ukraine is expected to 
fi nalise DCFTA negotiations before 
the end of the year. Moldova started 
DCFTA negotiations in May. Th e 
remaining countries have yet to ful-
fi l certain preconditions, including 
WTO membership.

In his EESC opinion on ‘The 
Eastern Partnership and the east-
ern dimension of EU policies’, rap-

porteur Seppo Kallio explains that 
while DCFTAs are key to bilateral 
negotiations, fundamental labour 
rights must also be observed and 
respected. Yet in some EaP coun-
tries, labour rights designed to cre-
ate opportunities for women and 
men to fi nd decent and productive 
work are sometimes either ignored 
or even absent.

The International  Labour 
Organisation (ILO), which over-
sees and develops international 
labour standards, is working with 
EaP partner countries on social and 
labour rights and the labour mar-
ket. Evgueni Davydov, Director of 

Andrzej Adamcyk at a protest in Budapest (far right with red scarf)

Same ends — 
diff erent means

Promoting much-needed economic, 
political and social reform through-
out the Eastern Partnership (EaP) 
countries has never been an easy. 
But the continued lack of regional 
cooperation among them means the 
EaP’s multilateral agreements need 
to be reviewed.

Th e EaP’s multilateral dimension 
is based on four main themes aimed 
at opening up dialogue, increasing 
cooperation and sharing best prac-
tices. Th ese themes include democ-
racy, economic integration, energy 
security and contact between people.

‘Regional cooperation is an area 
where the EaP has not brought 
many substantial results,’ said EESC 
member Ivan Voleš, rapporteur 
of the EESC exploratory opinion 
‘Involvement of civil society in the 
Eastern Partnership’. ‘The goal of 
multilateral cooperation to create an 
EaP free-trade zone is still very far 
away. Th is is because there are not 
enough bilateral contacts between 
and among the EaP countries.’

Th e EESC views economic reform 
and a functioning market as the key 
to a successful EaP. Yet even estab-
lishing an eff ective free-trade zone 
among the countries is proving dif-
ficult considering several are not 
members of the WTO.

‘WTO membership facilitates 
regional liberalisation of trade 
between Eastern Partnership coun-
tries,’ said Mr Voleš. If all EaP 
countries became WTO members, 

economic cooperation between 
and among them could possibly 
improve.

However, regional cooperation 
projects are under way. Perhaps the 
most important example is the East 
Invest programme. Th e programme, 
largely financed by the European 
Commission, is a three-year joint 
venture between Eurochambres 
and the EaP partners. Th e aim is to 
facilitate regional trade, promote 
economic development and invest-
ment. So far, 21 chambers from the 
EU’s Member States participate, 
helping the EaP partners with eco-
nomic integration and convergence 
with EU policy.

‘It is to be hoped that this project 
will achieve its stated aims and make 
a real contribution to making the 
Eastern Partnership’s goals a real-
ity,’ wrote EESC member Gintaras 
Morkis in his 2011 EESC opinion 
‘Eastern Partnership’.

But unresolved issues remain. 
Belarus’s economy is still largely 
under state control.  Ukraine 
appears to be moving towards Rus-
sia’s sphere of economic infl uence. 
Georgia has oriented itself towards 
Europe but has not resolved its ter-
ritorial dispute over Abkhazia and 
South Ossetia. Moldova is also 
westward-leaning but has Europe’s 
lowest GDP. And while Armenia 
is making economic progress, it 
remains entangled in an unresolved 
conflict with Azerbaijan over the 
region of Nagorno-Karabakh. ●

Confusing railway tracks at night

the ILO Decent Work Technical 
Support Team and Country Offi  ce 
for Eastern Europe and Central 
Asia, told EESC info that labour 
rights throughout the EaP region 
remain a challenge.

‘Th ere are serious problems in 
some countries which are polit-
ical and date from a time before the 
present economic crisis. Th ey can 
be seen as structural problems or 
problems arising out of transition. 
Of course, the economic turbulence 

makes them worse,’ he said, add-
ing that the economic crisis has not, 
however, weakened labour rights in 
the EaP countries but has instead 
become an additional obstacle to 
their implementation.

Speaking about the ILO’s role in 
promoting labour rights in the part-
ner countries, Mr Davydov pointed 
out that ‘to be eff ective, social dia-
logue calls for strong partners with 
a strategic view and capacity to rep-
resent their members’. ●

© Solidarnosc 2011
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Aim and reality

Th e Eastern Partnership (EaP) aims 
to bring Armenia, Azerbaijan, Bela-
rus, Georgia, Moldova and Ukraine 
closer to EU standards of govern-
ance through political, social and 
economic reforms.

Th e idea was fi rst fl oated by the 
Polish Minister of Foreign Affairs 
in a speech delivered on the eve of 
Poland’s accession negotiations in 
1998. Poland reintroduced the idea in 
June 2001 and then again in February 
2003. But a lack of political will and 
interest from some larger Member 
States delayed the project. Th e EaP 
had to wait until May 2009 when it 
was fi nally launched in Prague.

Two years later, and the lack of 
progress, plus a persistent lack of 
political will among some Member 
States and participating EaP coun-
tries, risks undermining the region’s 
chances for long-term political sta-
bility and economic integration. Yet 

regardless of the diffi  cult tasks and 
pernicious budget problems, the EaP 
remains a remarkable endeavour that 
uses both bilateral and multilateral 
frameworks to initiate and imple-
ment much-needed reform.

Th e bilateral dimension enhances 
existing European neighbourhood 
policy instruments and includes 
non-legally binding association 
agreements (AAs). AAs outline the 
principles of political association and 
economic integration. Their most 
distinguishing feature is the deep 
and comprehensive free-trade agree-
ments (DCFTAs). DCFTAs liberalise 
markets and help harmonise them to 
EU standards.

Th e multilateral dimension aims 
to promote regional cooperation 
through events, summits and the 
Civil Society Forum (CSF). Th e CSF, 
established by the European Com-
mission in November 2009, is man-

dated to create national platforms 
to improve dialogue with national 
governments. But these platforms 
and their accompanying six fl agship 
initiatives are not always taken ser-
iously by EaP governments and some 
Member States.

The flagship initiatives, such as 
those concerned with the SME facil-
ity and good environmental govern-
ance, are intended to give concrete 
substance and more visibility to the 
EaP. But Azerbaijan and Belarus, for 
instance, lack the legal and fi nancial 
framework for active civil society. 
Th e EESC, however, is in a unique 
position to provide valuable input 
and expertise.

‘Th e EESC is participating in the 
intergovernmental platforms and 
could provide the EaP Civil Soci-
ety Forum with information dis-
cussed during the platforms, which 
could be useful for assessing the 
implementation of the fl agship ini-
tiatives,’ explained EESC member 
Gintaras Morkis, rapporteur of the 
EESC opinion on the ‘Eastern Part-
nership’. ‘Th e EESC can provide real 
added value in some of the fl agship 
initiatives, such as in the SME fl ag-
ship initiative or the fl agship initia-
tive to promote good environmental 
governance,’ he added.

The problem, according to 
Mr  Morkis, is that the EaP tends 
to focus too much on the internal 
dimensions of the neighbouring 
countries while neglecting the poten-
tial contributions by European social 
partners and European civil society 
organisations. ●

Breaking the ice
The lack of recent fighting in 

Abkhazia, South Ossetia and 
the other frozen conflict areas of 
Nagorno-Karabakh and Transnistria 
does not necessarily mean that the 
socioeconomic development of the 
regions has improved. Weak demo-
cratic institutions are a common fac-
tor in frozen confl icts, and frequent 
political unrest is widespread. Th is 
is why the EaP is important for fos-
tering the democratic and economic 
building blocks needed to enable a 
smooth transition.

Th e Civil Society Forum, set up 
by the Commission in 2009, plays 
an important part in this process, 
enabling the EaP to proceed on a 
multilateral track.

Th is was highlighted in the EESC’s 
June 2011 opinion on the ‘Eastern 
Partnership’ (REX/323). Rappor-
teur Gintaras Morkis stressed ‘that 
strengthening dialogue between gov-
ernments and civil society at national 
level is a prerequisite for the democ-
ratisation of societies in the eastern 
neighbourhood and for their conver-
gence with European values.’

As such, civil society is ready to 
play a larger role in identifying a solu-
tion to such lingering frozen confl icts 
in the future. ●

Mir Castle Complex in Belarus

Internally displaced people — Georgia

Running out of funds

Th e European Neighbourhood and 
Partnership Instrument (ENPI) is 
the main source of funding behind 
the Eastern Partnership (EaP). But 
insuffi  cient clarity and prioritisation 
of EU assistance risk undermining 
the ENPI’s relevance, according to 
a scathing 2010 report by the Euro-
pean Court of Auditors.

‘Th e ENPI has not yet proved to 
be an appropriate instrument for 
economic rehabilitation and con-
fidence building,’ wrote the audi-
tors, who made direct references 
to Armenia, Azerbaijan and Geor-
gia. Th e EaP is under considerable 
pressure to produce tangible results. 
With nearly EUR  2 billion in the 
purse, the EaP has until 2013 before 
another budget line will have to be 
drawn up.

‘Money is not as well spent as it 
could be,’ said Sandy Boyle, EESC 
member and President of the EESC’s 
External Relation Section. ‘You have 
to spend a lot to get very little in 
return and that is the reality because 
you can’t immediately see the end 
product,’ he said, adding that a 
major problem is the distribution 
of funds and the lack of funding for 
civil society. Th e EESC had called for 
appropriate funding for civil soci-
ety as early as 2009 in its opinion on 
‘Involvement of civil society in the 
Eastern Partnership’.

The European Commission, 
however, secured a budget for the 
creation of the EaP’s Civil Society 
Forum (CSF) but did not envisage 
fi nancing institutional development 

and capacity-building of civil society 
organisations in partner countries. 
The EaP received EUR  600 mil-
lion when first launched. Around 
EUR 200 million was reserved for 
the comprehensive institution-
building programmes aimed at sup-
porting reforms such as confi dence 
building. Civil society, which is 
instrumental to confi dence building, 
is not included in this programme.

The development of the CSF 
showed the need for a Forum Sec-
retariat for its further development, 
but no money was granted to this 
end. Th e CSF had to appeal instead 
for separate funding from several 
Member States.

But this could change. A May 
2011 joint communication by the 
European Union’s foreign policy 
chief, Catherine Ashton, and the 
European Commission on the Euro-
pean neighbourhood policy stated 
that the EU would ‘increase work 
with civil society and social part-
ners’. Th e communication called for 
a Civil Society Facility and the Euro-
pean Endowment for Democracy. 
Neither has been implemented yet.

‘We need more money, not in 
terms of an overall EaP budget 
increase but in its distribution and 
targeting. We need to have meas-
urable results, and funding for the 
development of civil society must 
not be diminished,’ said Mr Boyle 
on post-2013 financing, adding 
that European NGOs involved in 
the EaP’s CSF also require access to 
funding. ●

Th e Eastern Partnership (EaP) seeks 
to improve political and economic 
relations among the six participating 
states. However, this is a diffi  cult task 
for Georgia’s two breakaway regions, 
South Ossetia and Abkhazia. Th e two 
frozen confl icts stifl e Georgia’s own 
development and stability.

While the political situation in 
Georgia over South Ossetia and Abk-
hazia is relatively stable, there is still 
no progress towards reintegrating 
the breakaway regions into Georgia. 
Th e intransigence on all sides makes 
any breakthrough unlikely in the 
near future. However, following the 
withdrawal of OSCE observers in 
2009, the EU’s monitoring mission 

remains the only international pres-
ence in the region. Th ere is a security 
defi cit in South Caucasus and the EU, 
as a relatively neutral player, is well 
positioned to fi ll this gap. However, 
despite the introduction of the EaP 
in 2008, the EU is fi nding it diffi  cult 
to carry out this task.

Soft  power is an EU foreign policy 
tool but Brussels now has an oppor-
tunity to develop a more focused 
approach than the EaP allows. Th e 
EaP has no security mandate. The 
recent Hungarian and the current 
Polish Presidency of the Council of 
the EU have instead tried to shift  the 
focus towards the East, and the EaP 
is playing a role in this.

© EC/ECHO/Daniela Cavini

Notice to the Reader
In the last issue of EESC info, the EESC Liaison Group with European civil 
society organisations and networks was mistakenly referred to as a ‘EP/EESC 
Liaison Group’ and as ‘a joint organisation bringing together the EESC, the 
European Parliament and social stakeholders’.

Th e Liaison Group brings together only representatives of the EESC, 
including its president, and of the most important European civil society 
organisations and networks. Its primary objectives are to provide a frame-
work for political dialogue between the EESC and those organisations and 
networks and to create the necessary conditions for a coordinated approach 
of the EESC towards them and the development of strong synergies on issues 
of common interest.

More information on the Liaison Group is available at the following 
address: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.liaison-group (pf) ●n
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Online gambling in the internal market: the need for EU-wide action

More Europe in the sky needed to protect travellers

Design 11: Ageless Design — the EESC rewards sustainable design

New information technologies have 
developed on the EU internal market, 
alongside other economic activities 
that lack proper regulation. In the 
case of online gambling, popularity 
has grown exponentially in recent 
years. In 2010, gross online gambling 
revenue reached more than EUR 8 
billion in the European Union, and 
has been steadily increasing. Th ere 
are, however, no EU-wide rules cov-
ering this industry. While it is the 
prerogative of each Member State 
to regulate the issuing of national 

Acting on a request from the Euro-
pean Parliament, the EESC is cur-
rently wrapping up an opinion on 
the revision of air passengers’ rights 
that will address perceived defi cien-
cies in the application of existing 
rules. Before putting fi nal touches 
to the paper, the Committee 
brought together representatives 
of airlines, airports, consumers and 
traffi  c management centres to hear 
their views. 

licences, it is also a fact that having 
27 diff erent national sets of rules for 
consumer protection in this sector 
leaves consumers exposed to fraud 
and abuse. Given that online gam-
bling essentially knows no borders, 
it is logical that the EU should take 
action in this fi eld of consumer pro-
tection.

According to Commission’s Green 
Paper, the sector is currently charac-
terised by a signifi cant black market 
where some 85 % of all websites are 
deemed to be unlicensed. Th is fur-
ther emphasises the need for EU-
wide action. Online gambling could 
result not only in a lack of protection 
for consumers, but also in fraud or 
money laundering.

Following the European Com-
mission Green Paper on online gam-

The meeting kicked off 
with EESC Vice-President 
Jacek Krawczyk sharing 
a recent experience of his 
family being stranded at a 
European airport with no 
assistance off ered by airport 
staff  or airlines. His story was 
compounded by gloomy sta-

tistics presented by Nuria Rodríguez 
Murillo, a senior legal adviser with 
the European Consumers’ Organi-
sation (BEUC), who said that the 
majority of passengers who suff ered 
delays or flight cancellations had 
no access to the necessary informa-
tion and were not off ered food and 
accommodation despite the clear 
obligation to do so under European 
airline regulations. She argued for 

bling, the European Economic and 
Social Committee decided to set up 
a study group and prepare its own 
position on this important topic. As 
part of the process, a public hearing 
was organised on 6 September. Th e 
event was well attended and gave the 
EESC members the opportunity to 
meet representatives of the European 
Parliament and the Commission, and 
those working in the industry and 
other organisations involved.

During the public hearing, more 
than 100 participants discussed the 
future of online gambling and the 
EESC was able to take note of stake-
holders’ interests. Stefano Mallia, 
rapporteur for the EESC opinion 
on online gambling, presented his 
proposal to protect online users and 
eradicate illegal and unauthorised 
services. ‘Online gambling is char-

better enforcement of existing rules 
and their uniform application across 
all Member States.

However, the compensation bur-
den must not be placed solely on air-
lines, cautioned Athar Husain Khan 
from the Association of European 
Airlines. He reminded participants 
that, in 2010, as few as 5 % of cancel-
lations were attributable to airlines. 
He was adamant that the obligation 
to provide unlimited compensation 
and assistance in events beyond the 
control of airlines was ‘unfair’. Th is 
imbalance was, he added, made even 
worse by diffi  culties faced by airlines 
in obtaining legal redress from par-
ties they depend on — such as air-
ports — and lack of clarity as to what 

On 21 September 2011, the sec-
ond EESC Design 11 competition 
rewarded the best innovative, 
sustainable design and packaging 
projects. Th e ceremony was con-

acterised in Europe by fragmented 
national legislation, numerous ECJ 
rulings, a significant black market 
and a lack of EU-wide data. This 
leaves consumers seriously exposed, 
so maintaining the status quo is not 
an option,’ acknowledged Mr Mallia.

During the hearing, some very 
useful information emerged. One of 
the major problems with this sector 
was the lack of data and informa-
tion about the industry itself but 
also about social issues related to the 
industry, such as problem gambling. 
For example, one of the questions that 
needs to be asked is whether Inter-
net gambling leads to more problem 
gambling than the traditional forms 
of gambling such as slot machines. 
Th ere were some excellent presenta-
tions that shed some important light 
on the matter. It was also interesting 

is actually meant by terms such as 
‘extraordinary circumstances’.

Gunta Anča, a Latvian member 
of the EESC and a disability rights 
activist, highlighted the ‘unnecessary 
hardship’ suff ered by disabled trav-
ellers. Herself travelling in a wheel-
chair, she concluded from personal 
experience that disabled air passen-
gers did not enjoy the same freedom 
as other citizens. Additional costs, no 
common security policy, insuffi  cient 
staff  training, a lack of appropriate 
information and other gaps in the 
application of the existing rules result 
in practical discrimination, she said.

Marjeta Jager, a director at the 
European Commission, stated that 

ducted by Anna Maria Darmanin, 
EESC Vice-President.

Design students and designers 
from all 27 EU Member States, 

to see the relationship between the 
online betting sector and the sports 
organisations on which such betting 
depends.

In addition to the creation of an 
EU framework to protect European 
consumers, the study group is recom-
mending the creation of a single ‘EU 
secure gambling’ mark, a formalised 
structure of cooperation at EU level 
and a white list of licensed opera-
tors. Last but not least, Mr Mallia’s 
text will also propose the extension of 
the money laundering directive and 
the streamlining of eff ort to monitor 
sport betting.

Th e EESC will vote on Mr Mallia’s 
draft  opinion in October’s plenary 
session. (ail) ●

the Commission would soon address 
inconsistent application of regula-
tions across the EU (partly due to 
a lack of interpretative clarity) and 
strive towards more balanced bur-
den-sharing between diff erent play-
ers in the industry. Moreover, the 
Commission would spare no eff ort 
in raising awareness on passenger 
rights, she said.

Keith Taylor, MEP and rappor-
teur on air passenger rights, said the 
European Parliament would insist on 
easing the travel woes of the disabled 
and would advocate revised legal pro-
visions that are clear, simple, trans-
parent and fair. (mb) ●

along with European designers 
living abroad, were asked to focus 
on the important issue of inter-
generational solidarity in times of 
an ageing population. They were 
called upon to create innovative and 
pertinent ageless design solutions, 
through a process of participative 
design (end-users taking part in the 
design process) and/or co-design 
(cross-generational team-building 
— collaborations between younger 
and older designers).

Winning projects. KEEP Cool is 
an alternative fridge made of eco-
logical and recyclable material. It 

EESC Vice-President Anna-Maria Darmanin 
and Dr Renate Heinisch together with three 
other EESC members discussed, in Berlin, 
the importance of vocational education and 
training (VET) with more than 100 partici-
pants representing governmental and non-
governmental organisations.

Th e seminar organised in cooperation with 
the Netzwerk Europäische Bewegung Deut-
schland was based on the EESC’s exploratory 
opinion on ‘Post-secondary VET as an attrac-
tive alternative to higher education’.

Günther Oettinger, European Commis-
sioner for Energy, opened the event via video 
message and encouraged the EESC to continue 
its eff orts in this area, praising its indispensable 
value within the institutional framework of the 
European Union.

EESC members Dr Johannes Kleemann 
from the Employers’ Group, Alexander Graf 
von Schwerin representing the Workers’ 
Group and Prof. Dr Bernd Schlüter from 
the Various Interests Group presented their 
views and opened with short introductions 

an extremely lively and interesting discussion 
with the participants.

Among the issues discussed were: the role 
and diffi  culties of VET for the EU’s future 
competitiveness, the importance and obsta-
cles for mobility in vocational education and 
the need for uniform guidelines on VET.

Get more information and background 
documents on http://www.eesc.europa.eu/
going-local-berlin/ (bk) ●

Going local in Berlin

Matthias Petschke, Renate Heinisch 
and Anna-Maria-Darmanin

is not dependent on technology 
that will be obsolete in a few years. 
Th e terracotta pot re-innovates an 
archetypal cooling system for all 
generations. It is ageless in design 
and material. The project was 
awarded the first prize of EUR 7 
000. Vincent Gerkens was born and 
lives in Brussels; he now works in 
Liège, Belgium.

Th e second prize of EUR 4 000 
was awarded to the ORTOgether 
design project by Francesco di 
Luzio, Giulia Bartolucci and Sonia 
Fornea from Rome, Italy. Based on 
experience in the cultivation of land 

and the demand for a healthier life-
style, this product brings together 
all generations. The project pro-
vides all the necessary tools to 
create your own family vegetable 
garden in a fun, eco-friendly way.

Th e third prize of EUR 2 000 was 
awarded to the Darning Pear project 
by Mari Korgesaar and Liina Tiidor 
from Estonia — a wooden tool used 
for mending clothes, thus promot-
ing an economical lifestyle. Young 
people are reminded of old tradi-
tions and to reuse objects. (sb) ●
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Gold Award ‘Asila’ 2011 goes to the EESC

Th e Spanish NGO Asila has awarded the EESC its most important prize, 
the Galardón de Oro Institucional, for its eff orts to improve the situation of 
immigrants in Europe. Asila is a prominent organisation based in Valencia 
that works with Latin American collectives. It annually issues awards to 
institutions and individuals working for the rights of immigrants.

Th e awards ceremony was held in Torrevieja (Valencia) on 10 Septem-
ber, as part of the Latino Cultural Festival. Th e Galardón de Oro Instituci-
onal 2011 was collected by Luis Miguel Pariza Castaños, President of the 
Permanent Study Group on Immigration and Integration and member 
of the Bureau of the European Integration Forum. (ail) ●
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EESC to hold seminar 
on freedom of the media 

‘A free press can be good or bad, 
but, most certainly, without free-
dom, a press will never be anything 
but bad,’ Albert Camus famously 
once said. However, it should be 
stressed that freedom of the press 
is not just a prerequisite for good-
quality journalism; it is above all a 
sine qua non for democracy itself. 
With this in mind, the European 
Economic and Social Committee is 
organising its fi ft h annual seminar 
on freedom of the media in the EU 
and its neighbouring countries in 
Cracow on 24 and 25 November. 

The conference will  bring 
together media experts from civil 

society organisations and Euro-
pean and national institutions, as 
well as a host of journalists from 
across Europe. Given the important 
role that both a vibrant civil society 
and a free press play in upholding 
democracy, the European Eco-
nomic and Social Committee, 
which represents organised civil 
society in the EU-decision-making 
process, can bring considerable 
added value to the debate on media 
freedom.

The seminar will examine the 
increasing political and fi nancial 
pressures which journalists are 
working under and the impact 
that this is having on the quality 
of journalism and democracy. Th e 
seminar will compare patterns of 
political and business clientelism in 
the media and consider the role of 
civil society organisations.

Th e recent social and political 
turmoil in Europe and beyond has 
brought into focus the role played 
by the social media in helping peo-
ple get organised, stage protests 

and express their views. How-
ever, the extent to which social 
media can actually play a role in 
the democratisation process is still 
unclear. Is it a tool for democracy 
or does it simply accelerate social 
and political processes that would 
have happened anyway? Th e con-
ference participants will address 
this and other issues. 

As there can be no democracy 
without strong and independent 
public broadcasters, the seminar 
will consider the future role of 
public service broadcasters in our 
rapidly changing digital era. While 
the most immediate challenges fac-
ing public broadcasting are well 
known, the conference will also 
address its long-term future and 
the benefi ts it can bring in terms 
of a democratic future.

Th e seminar is an offi  cial accom-
panying event of the Polish Presi-
dency of the Council of the EU and 
is organised under the patronage of 
the European Commission Repre-
sentation in Poland. (mb) ●

New EESC publications
1. Your Guide to the European 
citizens’ initiative

Th e EESC’s guide on the European citi-
zens’ initiative has now been published 
and is available in 22 languages. Th e 
starting date for launching initiatives 
is 1 April 2012 and the guide explains, 
in nine steps, how to go about launch-
ing one. You can either download 
the guide at http://www.eesc.europa.
eu/?i=portal.en.publications.18960 or 
send an e-mail requesting hard copies 
to citizensinitiative@eesc.europa.eu.

2. Let’s speak sustainable 
construction — 
Multilingual glossary

In response to the need for more sustainable construction, new concepts, 
phrases, terms and expressions are being used in the construction industry 
across Europe. Th is new multilingual glossary will help meet the need for a 
common language in this area. It was produced by the EESC in partnership 
with two European stakeholders’ federations, following the huge success of 
the European cycling lexicon (currently distributed in its third edition). Th is 
excellent product will provide a concrete, hands-on tool for citizens on a 
subject (sustainable construction) that is used pretty much everywhere today, 
but which oft en remains ambiguous or ‘expert slang’.

Further information is available at http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.
en.publications ●

IN SHORT

Let’s protect our children!

Did you know that, in Europe, one in fi ve children has encountered sexual 
abuse at least once in their life?

Fortunately, there are many initiatives aimed at preventing this terrible 
phenomenon: NGOs and state agencies have set up hotlines and launched 
awareness-raising campaigns for children, in schools, on the Internet, etc. 
One such campaign is the Council of Europe’s www.underwearrule.org. Th e 
EESC was involved with the text’s translation.

Madi Sharma, rapporteur for the SOC/412 opinion on ‘Preventive measures 
for the protection of children against sexual abuse’, wished to bring all best 
practice together in one database. Th is database, which consists of 40 examples 
from across the EU, will be launched at a press conference during the October 
plenary session. It will also be featured on the EESC website (http://www.eesc.
europa.eu/prevent-child-abuse). (bw) ●

Soon in the EESC
The future European Energy Community, 
under discussion at the EESC

On 31 January 2012, the EESC and think-tank Notre Europe will hold 
a joint high-level conference on ‘Involving civil society in the establish-
ment of a future European Energy Community’, following on from the 
discussions to take place at the plenary session in December. Th is confer-
ence will bring together representatives from a wide range of civil society 
organisations and adopt a civil society declaration advocating political 
governance of energy issues in the EU. Th e European Energy Community 
project was developed by Notre Europe using an idea by Jacques Delors, 
its founding president, with the aim of preparing the EU for major energy 
challenges while also renewing European political integration. On this 
point, the EESC is calling for strong political leadership in Europe which 
is in tune with the expectations of civil society. Jacques Delors will attend 
the conference. (ac) ●

Nuclear safety after Fukushima: 
what is the situation in Europe?

On 12 December, the EESC, in cooperation with the European Commis-
sion, will organise a conference to address the concerns and questions of 
European civil society regarding the safety of nuclear power. It will take 
place immediately aft er the publication of the EU interim progress report 
on the nuclear ‘stress tests’. Risk, communication and varying attitudes 
across the EU will also be discussed, and the topic of whether nuclear 
energy has a future as part of a low-carbon energy mix, the subject of a 
major EESC stakeholder forum in mid-2012, will be introduced. (ac) ●
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