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CONFERENCE 

Think Green! The Opportunities of Sustainable Development and 

of the Green Economy 
Where: European Economic and Social Committee, Rue Van Maerlant 2, 1040 Brussels - Room VMA3 

When: on Wednesday 2 May 2012 from 10.00 am to 6.00 pm 

 

Are we ready to implement green economic models? Sustainable development should 

not be seen as a threat but as a new opportunity for business and job creation. How can 

we instil a new sense of urgency, ambition and accountability in our efforts to implement 

sustainable development strategies? What can we learn from existing projects in 

greening the economy by civil society and citizens? These are some of the topics to be 

debated at a EU Conference organised by the Various Interests' Group of the 

EESC on 2 May 2012. 

 

A widespread green economy is possible. Sustainable practices are not only limited to 

energy, and cover the whole spectrum of business activities. The local urban 

transport in Bielefeld (Germany), waste water in rural areas (Poland), or a 

green social housing case (Italy) are some of the examples to be introduced at 

the conference. 

 

Top speakers wil l include: 

 

• Staffan Nilsson, President of the EESC 

• Luca Jahier, President of the Various Interests' Group of the EESC 

• Alan Seatter, Deputy Director general of DG Environment, European 

Commission 

• Chris van den Bilcke, UNEP Liaison Office to the EU 

 

Within the general context of the forthcoming Rio + 20 UN conference on sustainable development 

in June 2012, the objective of this event is twofold. Firstly, to provide a historical overview of the 

debate on sustainable development, to analyse current challenges, future opportunities and 

possible solutions. Secondly, to exchange views on best practices among existing civil society 

projects promoting the green economy. The conference will clearly also provide the opportunity to 

raise the visibility of the EESC opinions and work of the Committee at large, on the topic of 

sustainable development. The conference will bring together approximately 140 participants, 

including Various Interests' Group members and wider civil society representatives. 

 

Please confirm your participation and stay in touch for this press event with: 

Alejandro Lopez Izquierdo | +32 25469406 | alejandro.izquierdolopez@eesc.europa.eu 

 

For more information: 

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/?i=portal.en.events-and-activities-think-green 


