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Three questions to Adalbert Kienle,  
Rapporteur for the opinion NAT/530 

Agriculture  ■ Rural Development  ■ Environment 

PAST EVENTS 

 

 

ADOPTED OPINIONS                     
JULY 2012 

■ The role of women in agriculture and rural ar-
eas 

The purpose of the opinion is to promote the central role of women 
in rural economies. It explores the measures needed to unfold their 
potential as drivers for sustainable and rural development.  

�  http://bit.ly/MmInFD 
 
 
 

■ Promoting the tastes of Europe 
Opinion on the Communication from the Commission on promotion 
measures and information provision for agricultural products: a 
reinforced value-added European strategy for promoting the tastes 
of Europe. 

� http://bit.ly/Miwiwc 
 
 
■ Multi-annual plan/cod stocks in the Baltic Sea 

Opinion on the proposal amending Council Regulation (EC) No 
1098/2007 establishing a multi-annual plan for the cod stocks in 
the Baltic Sea and the fisheries exploiting those stocks.  

�  http://bit.ly/MiwFHd 

■ Ship recycling 

Opinion on the proposal for a Ship Recycling Regulation, aimed at 
improving the human and environmental conditions linked to the 
recycling of EU ships. 

�  http://bit.ly/Lf5S35 
 

 

 
 
 
 

■ Cooperatives and agri-food development 
Opinion on the role of the cooperative model in order to bolster the 
European Union's entrepreneurial ecosystem.   

�  http://bit.ly/NnRu4a 
 
 
 
 

■ European Maritime and Fisheries Fund 

Opinion on the proposal for a Regulation on the European Mari-
time and Fisheries Fund. 

�  http://bit.ly/NgFymj 

Opinions that were adopted during 
the last NAT Section meeting 
 

 

19-20 JUNE 2012 
RIO CONFERENCE 
EESC Side Events 

� http://bit.ly/N0gcIe 
 

5 JULY 2012 
PUBLIC SDO MEETING 
Bringing Rio Home - Rio+20 Debriefing Session 

� http://bit.ly/NjfQfp 

UPCOMING EVENTS 

29 AUGUST 2012 
MEETING OF THE NAT SECTION 
 

25 SEPTEMBER 2012 
CONFERENCE- EUROPE2020 
Step up for a stronger Europe! - Civil society: a 
full partner in the Europe 2020 strategy 

� http://bit.ly/Ng7uXt 
 

27 SEPTEMBER 2012 
PUBLIC NAT HEARING 
European civil society has an interest in the 
CAP!  



Women's potential in agriculture and rural areas is in-
sufficiently supported. The EESC wants to promote the 
central role of women in farming economies.  
 
Women must have direct access to funds, ICT, training 
and efficient and flexible services while being fully re-
cognised as workers and covered under healthcare and 
pension systems.  

 

�  http://bit.ly/MmInFD 

� WOMAN & AGRICULTURE – EESC OPINION 
 

The role of women in agriculture and rural areas 

The NAT Section on the EESC-website   To contact us by e-mail 
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���� Interview of Georges Cingal about his experience as 

member of the EESC (in French) 

� http://bit.ly/L8Xm2b 
 

���� European Court of Auditors, “Audit of the control sys-

tem governing the production, processing, distribution 

and imports of organic products ” - Special Report No 

9/2012  

� http://bit.ly/N6BOSt 
 

���� European Court of Auditors, “Targeting of aid for the 

modernisation of agricultural holdings ” - Special Re-

port No 8/2012  

� http://bit.ly/NrShVy 
 

���� European Court of Auditors, “The reform of the com-

mon organisation of the market in wine: Progress to 

date ” - Special Report No 7/2012  

� http://bit.ly/OA0AMc 
 

On 10 July, the first honey was harvested from the beehi-
ves on the roof terrace of the common EESC/CoR buil-
ding. 
 
 For more information about our beehives environ-
mental project, see our previous newsletter (May/
June).  
 

The July plenary session hosted a thematic debate on Rio+20 
on sustainable development with statements by Ms Laurence 
Tubiana, Director of the Institute for Sustainable Development 
and International Relations (IDDRI), Mr Olivier Consolo, Direc-
tor of CONCORD, Mr Janez Potočnik, European Commissio-
ner responsible for the Environment. 
 

******* 

Find the summary of the opinions adopted during the last ple-
nary session: 
 

�  http://bit.ly/Hlwm0C 

DOCUMENTS & INFOS 

HONEY HARVEST AT THE COMMITTEES 

PLENARY SESSION— Special Focus: Rio+20 

On 6 June 2012, a public hearing on “Social farming: Green 
care and social and health policies” took place at the Europe-
an Economic and Social Committee. The aim was to provide 
an insight into different social farming models across Europe, 
discuss the potential added-value of social farming 
and explore opportunities to enhance social farming in the EU.  
 
"Yesterday social farming received a first significant ack-
nowledgement on behalf of a European institution" said 
Antonio Pascale, founder of the Italian Network of Social 
Farms, who took part in the hearing as one of the speakers. 
 
Considering that a number of interested people were unable 
to come to Brussels, the public hearing opened the possibili-
ty for people to participate by sending questions and com-
ments via social networks.  
 

Summary, Bilbiography & Conclusions 
�  http://bit.ly/LsHWJC 
 
Presss Release 
�  http://bit.ly/M747EN 

SOCIAL FARMING (06.06.2012) 
 

Public Hearing on social farming:  
green care and social and health policies 

An EESC delegation was in Rio during the Sustainable Deve-
lopment Summit. EESC member Pedro Narro,  who was there, 
gave us his impression: 
  
“On the one hand, my view is skeptical concerning this 
kind of summit, because of the complexity of institutional 
negotiations, and the slow progress of the decision-
making process. 
 
Besides that we should stress the lack of political commit-
ment from the most powerful states. 
 
On the other hand I have to express satisfaction with such 
lively civil society: in Rio I noticed a civil society alive, 
strong and not resigned at all. I've seen ideas, enthusiasm 
and above all motivation to change things, to move for-
ward from the present status quo”. 
 
 

EESC Side Events in RIO 

�  http://bit.ly/N0gcIe 

BACK FROM RIO - IMPRESSION OF A MEMBER 


