
9h30 – 10h30 Opening Session
Chaired by Staffan Nilsson, President, European Economic and 
Social Committee 

Bruno Le Maire, Minister of Agriculture, Food, Fisheries, Rural Affairs   
and Planning, France   

Dacian Cioloş, Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, 
European Commission 

Hafez Ghanem, Assistant Director-General, Economic and Social 
Development Department, Food and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations 

Jean-Paul Delevoye, President, Economic, social and environmental  
Council of France 

10h30   Press conference (meeting room: JDE61)

10h30 – 12h00 Debate on Food Security  
   as a Global Challenge
Chaired by Mario Campli, Chairman of the Section for 
Agriculture, Rural Development and the Environment, EESC

Arancha González Laya, Head of Cabinet of Director-General Pascal  
Lamy, World Trade Organisation 

Olivier De Schutter, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the 
Right to Food 

Debate

   Workshop 4 – Food security in  
   the developing countries
Chaired by Brenda King, EESC Member  

Panellists: 

Andris Piebalgs, Commissioner for Development  

Philip Kiriro, President of Eastern African Farmers Federation, Kenya  

Debate

Rapporteur: Yves Somville, EESC Member

16h30 – 17h00 Coffee Break

17h00 – 17h45 Workshops’ conclusions  

Chaired by Sandy Boyle, Chairman of the Section for External 
Relations, EESC

Presented by the Rapporteurs

17h45 – 18h30 Closing session 

Chaired by Staffan Nilsson, President, EESC

David Nabarro, UN Special Representative on Food Security  
and Nutrition 

Dacian Cioloş, Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural 
Development 

12h00 – 13h30 Workshop 1 – Food security  
   and the functioning of the global   
   agricultural markets
Chaired by Hans-Joachim Wilms, EESC Member, President of the 
Sustainable Development Observatory 

Panellists: 

Dacian Cioloş, Commissioner for Agriculture and Rural Development, 
European Commission 

Hafez Ghanem, Assistant Director-General, Economic and Social 
Development Department, Food and Agriculture Organisation of 
the United Nations 

Debate

Rapporteur: Seppo Kallio, EESC Member

   Workshop 2 – Food security  
   as a right 
Chaired by Evelyne Pichenot, EESC Member  

Panellists: 

Olivier De Schutter, UN Special Rapporteur on the Right to Food 

Rodney Cooke, Director of Policy and Technical Advisory Division, 
International Fund for Agricultural Development  

Debate

Rapporteur: Franco Chiriaco, EESC Member

13h30 – 15h00 Lunch Break

15h00 – 16h30 Workshop 3 – Food security:  
   the need for policy coherence    
   between agriculture, trade and    
   development policies
Chaired by Madi Sharma, EESC Member  

Panellists: 

David Nabarro, UN Special Representative on Food Security and 
Nutrition 

Chris Leather, Food & Agriculture Policy Adviser, Oxfam  

Debate

Rapporteur: Henri Brichart, EESC Member 
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Dear participants,
Food security is a universal issue because it affects the earth’s resources that we 
all share and use, and because what we eat is probably the most important factor 
as regards our health. Hence the message of this conference: Food for everyone 
- towards a global deal. This is our vision. I believe that there is enough land, water 
and technology to produce food for everyone. However, over the past few years, 
prices have been more volatile than they have been for decades. This is bad for 
farmers and worse for consumers; especially the poor who suddenly cannot afford 
to meet their basic food needs.

We need all global players to understand that we need infinitely better management 
of natural and financial resources and more strategic investment. Securing food for 
everyone has become a key issue, because for too long we have failed to target 
investments consistently and accurately in agriculture, rural development, development 
aid, research and innovation. These are all aspects of the food security cycle. 

The challenges to food security are complex and the answers are less 
straightforward than they appear to be. The solutions need to be visionary, long-
term and sustainable. Poverty, climate change, food price hikes, water scarcity, land 
rights, fairer agricultural policies - all of these issues and more must be addressed to 
ensure that everybody in the world has enough food to eat or sufficient resources 
and means to grow their own food. 

The outcome of this conference will be our input to the G20 discussions on food 
security taking place this summer, and will contribute to the wider European and 
global discussions on this issue. Organised civil society has expertise in this field, and 
thus the right to have its say. We base our opinions on our experience in all areas 
relating to food security: we are farmers, consumers, traders and environmentalists, 
and we pay attention to the social and human aspects when we scrutinise and 
analyse an issue. As a result, we cannot accept that one in six people on our planet 
faces a daily struggle to find enough food to live. 

The EESC is committed to engaging people in achieving not only a sustainable 
Europe but also a sustainable world. The EU needs to become a key player in 
promoting smarter investment in developing countries and in ending poverty. To 
make this happen, the EU must be prepared to listen to the concerns of the poor 
and small-scale farmers and to gain from their local knowledge of soil, water and 
community needs. 

Please come and talk to us on 23 May at the EESC conference on food security, 
and please join in and add to our discussions. Challenges can only be overcome 
by listening to those facing the challenges and by small measures such as this event, 
so that we can achieve a great vision – food for everyone in a fairer world. 

Staffan Nilsson
President of the European Economic  

and Social Committee, 2010-2013

p r o g ramme
EESC conference on global food security

23 May 2011


