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ELIANT is a European umbrella organization 
advocating freedom of choice, but also availability 
of choices for European citizens. 
We think human worth and individual 
development are core values of the European 
culture.  
ELIANT represents various initiatives of Rudolf 
Steiner’s applied anthroposophy – the areas of 
agriculture and nutrition, medicine and health 
care, education, therapeutic pedagogy, and social 
therapy. Demeter International e.V. (caring about 
a more sustainable CAP) and IVAA (International 

Federation of Anthroposophic Medical Associations) are members of ELIANT. 
 
 
ELIANT promotes broader integration of the civil society at any state of 
regulations due to its holistic approach. We announced this recently on the 
conference "TTIP - Increased Trade for Better Living?" 2 which was co-
organised by our member organization Demeter International e.V. and EPHA. 
Still, we are concerned about the notice and comment principal. In theory this 
principal gives every involved organisation or person the chance to take part 
but in reality it is not working because people have values which are not 
recognized by cost-benefit-analysis. But until today this analysis is the 
basement of the judgement of the notice and comment process.  We fear that 
through the regulatory cooperation body regulations, which are not favoured 
by stakeholders, will fail. These failures can limit the freedom of choice of the 
consumers, as they maybe do not longer know whether their bread is 
originating from GM cultivation or not.  
 
TTIP	  concerns	  regarding	  agriculture	  	  
	  
Trade agreements should help – rather than hinder – fair and sustainable 
development in EU agriculture. We are highly concerned that the 

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  
1	  ELIANT	  (European	  Alliance	  of	  Initiatives	  for	  Applied	  Anthroposophy)	  https://eliant.eu	  	  
2	  http://www.demeter.net/ttip-‐civil-‐society-‐raises-‐concerns-‐about-‐impacts-‐living	  



harmonization of standards will result in undermining the EU standards 
concerning food safety and animal welfare.  
 
Regarding animal welfare; the EU has higher standards that the US 3. There 
are worries that the regulation will be harmonized to lower standards; so the 
non- tariff barriers are minimized for the benefit of big corporations.  
Concerning food safety, for example in the poultry sector, the EU follows the 
precautionary approach, setting limits to the use of antibiotics and growth 
promote chemicals; following a ‘farm to fork’ approach aiming to minimize any 
harm in the food chain. The US focuses on the end product. 
 
 
TTIP	  and	  Complementary	  and	  Alternative	  Medicine	  (CAM)	  
 
In the EU, more that 100 million people use homeopathic and/or 
anthroposophic medicinal products 4 CAM has the potential to improve the 
well being of the EU citizens.  In regard to the TTIP negotiations, the CAM 
sector has raised concerns regarding the ‘right to regulate’. Future legislative 
changes should be guaranteed that they will not have any negative impact on 
the regulation regarding homeopathic and anthroposophic medical products. 
The CAM sector is concerned about the availability of CAM medical products 
in the EU. EU Member States should safeguard that the CAM medical 
products will be available to the EU citizens during the TTIP negotiations.  
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