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Statement on the conclusions of the European Council meeting of 27-28 June 2013 

 
The Workers' Group, which met in Vilnius on 1 July 2013, 
 
- notes that the European Council appears to have decided henceforth to engage with the public in 

a debate that demonstrates awareness of the situation's severity and is punctuated with social 
concerns, focusing on growth and employment, planning positive measures, making clearer 
admissions that economic and monetary union needs a truly social dimension and recognising the 
importance of social dialogue;  

 
- regrets that our decision-makers have waited for unemployment, poverty, the recession, the 

sustained exposure of national economies to speculative attacks, the denial of solidarity, the loss 
of confidence in the EU and the risk of pushing voters into the arms of populists to reach such 
proportions before moving, albeit with words alone, beyond the ideology of crude austerity. 
European trade unions have consistently argued that such an approach was not only contrary to 
the purpose of the treaty but also unjust, abhorrent in its cruelty, and economically disastrous; 

 
- is concerned about the delays in implementing the improved measures announced and recalls 

that our governments were able to mobilise colossal sums of public money within hours to bail out 
banking institutions which were guilty, at the very least, of breathtaking recklessness. They should 
not take months or years to adopt and, above all, implement the necessary decisions to safeguard 
our national economies, to give the Union a truly social dimension and not to abandon millions of 
young people to unemployment; 

 
- expects heads of state and government to practice locally what they claim to agree when they 

convene in Brussels. Social dialogue, agreements between the social partners and respect for 
these agreements, at all levels, are among the keys to getting out of economic, social and political 
crisis. However, not a day passes, and that includes today, without our organisations having good 
reason to complain that instead of strengthening a tradition of consultation, which has been 
Europe's strength, and instead of relying on what European workers have to offer, the authorities 
have treated them with arrogant contempt. 

 
- calls on the Lithuanian presidency to take every opportunity to point out that the purpose of the 

European Union is to secure the wellbeing of its people, to ensure that all decisions taken by the 
Council effectively work towards this goal, and to deploy all necessary means of communication to 
let Europeans know that this is the case. 
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