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Declaration of the President on the Commission's strategy "EU 2020" 
In its Programme for Europe, the EESC formulated a coherent and comprehensive set of recommendations for the attention of the incoming EU institutions. This programme is a benchmark for the EESC to fully play its role of assisting the European institutions. 

At a time when the European Commission is submitting its proposals for the future "EU 2020" strategy and preparing the programme for its five-year term of office, certain essential measures have to be highlighted. In particular, the EESC adopted an opinion on the Lisbon strategy after 2010 on 4 November 2009. The fundamental proposals for starting and accompanying the changes which are necessary today in order to build sustainable development in Europe are appended to this declaration, which is focused on the urgent need for innovation. 

These measures are, for the main part, consistent with the priorities presented by the Commission in the working document on the "EU 2020" strategy submitted for consultation on 24 November. In particular, the transition towards a green economy as a basis for re-launching the economy and jobs, the provision of support for new skills and the creation of new jobs, innovation, research, energy efficiency, the potential of SMEs, the single market, etc. are highlighted by the EESC as essential paths for getting out of the current crisis. Achieving them must now be ensured in accordance with the aims which are being pursued, and in this connection I would like to stress a number of points. 

1. The social dimension only appears in the Commission's programme through the planned measures to improve the functioning of our economy. However, everywhere in Europe the general public and civil society organisations are waiting for policies that seek to improve the quality of the way in which our societies operate. Faced with this degradation of the European social capital, today it seems essential to place the social aspect as well among the EU's priorities. A social action programme should be an integral part of the "EU 2020" strategy in order to continue implementation of the basic social legislation that is now enshrined in the treaty. The EU institutions must show the public that, in accordance with the values set out in the treaty, the market is a means of making the European project a reality, and not an end in itself. 

2. To achieve a sustainable social market economy the Commission proposes a new approach, ensuring consistency between the various interdependent levels of the EU, between existing instruments and the various cross-sector strategies. It is essential to apply the same reasoning to the financing of the EU's policies: consistency between the different levels of action to support this coordinated strategy requires an adequate European social budget. As part of the next multi-annual financial framework, as during the examination of the budget for 2010, the Commission should emphasise such synergy as a means of increasing the EU budget. 

3. Like the social dimension, the immigration issue is dealt with in the Commission's working paper from the point of view of its contribution to growth. However, consistency between the various EU strategies would mean that the integration of migrants, like the issue of basic rights, should be dealt with as part of an overall strategy aimed at producing a balanced and integrated European society. I should also like to express here my concern to see immigration policy form part of the portfolio of the Commissioner responsible for Security, and not of that of the Commissioner responsible for Justice and Fundamental Rights. European policies are meant for a human community within which migrants need to integrate. It has now become particularly urgent, at a time when the European Year for Combating Poverty is beginning, that the EU's strategy should be fully backed up by coordinated social measures, in order to continue European integration beyond the economic market. 

4. The strategy proposed by the Commission should be the subject of a clear, dated and comprehensible roadmap. 

Brussels, 16 December 2009 
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