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Using the opportunity provided by the Greek presidency of the European Union, the Workers' Group 
of the European Economic and Social Committee will hold its next extraordinary meeting in Athens 
(Royal Olympic Hotel, 28 - 34 Athanasiou Diakou), on 6 and 7 March 2014. The agenda includes a 
mid-term report on the Greek presidency, a presentation on the economic and social situation in 
Greece and a discussion on the future of political and economic management in Europe.  
 

According to Georges Dassis, president of the Workers' Group at the EESC, "the situation in the 
countries that are subject to adjustment programmes, such as Greece and Portugal, calls for an in 
depth examination of the role and functioning of the Troika and of the democratic legitimacy of an 
austerity policy that is having a serious impact on the most vulnerable groups in those countries. The 
European Union needs an alternative macroeconomic policy to save both the centre and the 
periphery of Europe from the stagnation, recession, austerity and unemployment that are fuelling 
euro-scepticism, populism, xenophobia and racism and political extremism. The EU needs to change 
course. During our meeting we will discuss alternative solutions that are more conducive to 
recovery". 

 
At the meeting on 7 March discussions will centre on democratic governance in the European Union 
and the role of the Troika. MEPs and EESC members will examine ways of making the economic and 
political management of Europe more democratic, with particular regard to economic convergence 
within the framework of the European Semester. Democratic legitimacy will also be central to the 
discussion on the Troika, which will be attended by Alejandro Cercas, the European Parliament's 
rapporteur on the role and work of the Troika, and Ronald Janssen, advisor to the European Trade 
Union Confederation. 
 
The meeting will be open to the press. 
 
A press conference will be held on 7 March at 1 p.m., at the Royal Olympic Hotel in Athens, at 
which Alejandro CERCAS and Georges DASSIS will be present. 

 
Contact:  margarita.gavanas@eesc.europa.eu  
  Francisco.Soriano@eesc.europa.eu  

  During the meeting: +32 479 827 642 

Programme: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/resources/docs/agenda-en--4.pdf 


