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About the LVOE Bavaria  

Association for Organic Agriculture in Bavaria (LVÖ Bavaria) is the 

common umbrella organization of Bio-organic farming associations 

Bioland, Naturland, Biokreis and Demeter in Bavaria.  

 

The LVÖ Bavaria represents about 6,500 organic farmers with 210,000 

ha of agricultural land. In Bavaria, about 2,500 processing and trading 

company in the market with organic foods are also active and achieved 

sales of around 2.2 billion euros in 2013.  

 

The LVÖ Bavaria is committed to improving the policy framework 

(legislation, funding policy) for organic farming and is committed to the 

expansion of public offers in consulting, research, education, market 

development and consumer information on organic agriculture 



Success story of  

organic farming  

 

Today hearing asks about the future of organic food production in Europe  

 

A look back at the last 25 years to see where we stand today:  

 

 Organic farming has expanded from a few thousand hectares to 10 

million hectares in Europe 

 

 Of some thousands of farmers operate the organic farming to nearly 

200,000 organic farms in Europe 

 

 From a few million to over 22 billion euro turnover in trade with 

organic food 

 

 Introduction and development of Europe-wide rules (EU Regulation on 

Organic Agriculture) on organic farming 

 

 



Success story of  

organic farming  

Development of organic farming in Germany 2007 - 2013 

Organic farms not organised 

in organic associations 

Organic farms organised 

in organic associations 

Organic agricultural land not  

organised in organic associations 

Organic agricultural land 

organised in organic associations 

You have to add the green  

and the blue line to get the 

whole organic agricultural land 

in germany 



Success story of  

organic farming  

Quelle: Landesanstalt für Landwirtschaft, Bayern, 2013 

Development of organic farming in Bavaria 2000 - 2013 

Red: organic farms 

Green: organic agricultural land  

            in 1000 ha 



Success story of  

organic farming  

 
Sales development of organic food in Germany 2000 – 2013 
(sales in billion Euro) 



Growing market  

seeks farmers  

Development of organic market sales and organic agricultural land  

 Organic land 

  700.000 to 1 Mio. ha 

   2002 – 2012 

   Organic Market  

   to 7 Mrd. Euro 

Demand exceeds 

supply 

 more imports 

 loss of market 

share 
Level for the year 2000 corresponds to 100% Q
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Growing market  

seeks farmers  

What we need !:  

 
 More farmers who convert to organic farming 

 

 Support farmers who convert to organic farming 

for necessary investments and in learning organic 

farming practice 

  

 Reliability, security and sustainability in 

regulations and legislation! 
 



Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  

 

 

 

 

Why do we need a European development plan 

for organic farming and no complete revision of 

the EU Regulation on Organic Agriculture:  

 

 The last reform was launched in 2007/2008.  

e.g. 1500 organic farms (25% of all organic farms) 

in Bavaria with partly high investments adjusted in 

the last 5 years their farms to this reform – they 

now don’t need one more reform! 

  

 The mere announcement of a revision has led to 

the complete uncertainty among organic farmers! 



 About 22,000 organic farms in Germany and around 

200,000 organic farms in Europe are waiting for more than 

two years on the implementation of the European Common 

Agricultural Policy (CAP) in the countries. In many 

countries, therefore no reliable support  for organic farms 

was paid for years.  

 
 In recent years, the political discussion have unsecured 

organic farmers  instead of supporting them in what they 

do. On the other hand, more and more consumers are 

demanding more organic products. 

 

Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  



 

IMPACT:  

 The conversion of farms to organic farming does not come 

after the market development  

 

CAUSES:  

 Why confuse the proposals for the complete revision of the 

EU Regulation on Organic Agriculture and the political 

discussions the organic farmers? 

 

Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  



 

 

EXAMPLE 1:  

 

Commission proposal for abolition of derogations  

 

Derogations have already been the "exception", with most of 

these arrangements are transitional arrangements, 

transition periods and for interpretation of the adaptability of 

the legislation on geographical, climatic and regional 

particularities 

 

 

 

 

Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  



 For the conversion of farms to organic farming today and in 

the future always needed transitional arrangements - to 

become an organic farm is a process?  

 

 Proposals such as the immediate feeding of purchased 

organic feed for organic farms, direct compliance with 

organic rules without any transitional period in the 

conversion period will deter farms from converting ! 

 

 One demands the immediate and seamless adaptation 

of a new converted farm in the EU Regulation on 

Organic Agriculture, the development of organic 

farming is prevented! 

 

Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  



EXAMPLE 2:  

 

Commission proposal for residue control and 

establishment of residue limits  

 

The process-oriented approach in organic farming 

provides environmental, climate, nature and animal protection 

and at the end gives a very valuable product for the people! 

 

These social benefits are the decisive criterion for organic 

farming and are therefore rewarded in the CAP. 

 

 

Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  



 Focusing on residue controls makes organic food 

products to pharmacies and neglected their social values 

 

 The liability issues and related risks are shifted to the 

farmers 

 

 Bavaria has 1200 organic farms as direct marketers who 

have partially self-produced products and they fear more 

and more bureaucratic hurdle and controls in producing 

their products and will stop it because of this developments 

 

 The increasingly demanded linking of organic food to the 

region by the consumers will become so more an more 

difficult 

Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  



Other aspects:  

 

 The double control systems with complete documents 

obligation is very successful and needs to be further 

developed and improved. It must not be undermined by any 

residue controls. 

 

 The power of decision  for important rules is not to be 

moved into delegated acts and the closely negotiation with 

the Member States has to be continued  

(which is due to the heterogeneity of organic farming in 

Europe) 

 

Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  



CONCLUSION:  

Not the legal bases must be changed, but their consistent 

implementation  

 

How ?: development plan for organic farming in the fields 

of counseling, education, research and development  

 

 Consulting: conversion to organic farming, improvement 

of production technology, etc.  

 

A Europe-wide consultation initiative to harmonize and 

improve the understanding of the practice of organic 

farming 

Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  



Education:  

Introduce education in schools, colleges and universities on 

organic agriculture and expand continuously  

 

Research and development:  

Provide significantly more funding for research and 

development in organic farming. Only then deficits as in 

seeds, animal husbandry, appropriate agricultural technology 

and ecological intensification can be implemented 

 

In Bavaria, an initiative to increase education, consulting and 

research for organic farming was started two years ago 

Yes! EU-development plan for organic farming;  

No! Complete revision of the EU Regulation  

on Organic Agriculture  



CONCLUSIONS 

For the further development of organic farming in 

Europe is crucial:  

 

 To harmonize implementation of the 

legislation for organic farming in the Member 

States 

 

 Develop the practices of organic farming in 

close cooperation with the actors 

 

 This requires reliable and sustainable 

framework 



 

 

                               

     More informations: 

Harald Ulmer    www.lvoe.de 

LVÖ (Landesvereinigung für den   www.oekoland-bayern.de 

         Ökologischen Landbau in   www.bio-einkaufsfuehrer-bayern.de 

         Bayern e.V. )   www.oeko-erlebnistage.de 

Landsbergerstraße 527    

81241 München 

Tel.: +49 89/4423190-0 

Tel.: +49 89/4423190-11 (Ulmer) 

Fax: +49 89/4423190-29 

Email: info@lvoe.de, ulmer@lvoe.de 
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