
 
 
Declaration of the Committee of Ministers  
on the 50th anniversary of the European Social Charter 
 
(Adopted by the Committee of Ministers on 12 October 2011 
at the 1123rd meeting of the Ministers’ Deputies) 
 
 
The Committee of Ministers of the Council of Europe, 
 
Considering the European Social Charter, opened for signature in Turin on 18 October 1961 and 
revised in Strasbourg on 3 May 1996 (“the Charter”);  
 
Reaffirming that all human rights are universal, indivisible and interdependent and interrelated; 
 
Stressing its attachment to human dignity and the protection of all human rights; 
 
Emphasising that human rights must be enjoyed without discrimination;  
 
Reiterating its determination to build cohesive societies by ensuring fair access to social rights, fighting 
exclusion and protecting vulnerable groups; 
 
Underlining the particular relevance of social rights and their guarantee in times of economic 
difficulties, in particular for individuals belonging to vulnerable groups; 
 
On the occasion of the 50th anniversary of the Charter, 
 
1.  Solemnly reaffirms the paramount role of the Charter in guaranteeing and promoting social 

rights on our continent; 
 
2.  Welcomes the great number of ratifications since the Second Summit of Heads of States and 

Governments where it was decided to promote and make full use of the Charter, and calls on 
all those member states that have not yet ratified the Revised European Social Charter to 
consider doing so; 

 
3.  Recognises the contribution of the collective complaints mechanism in furthering the 

implementation of social rights, and calls on those members states not having done so to 
consider accepting the system of collective complaints; 

 
4.  Expresses its resolve to secure the effectiveness of the Social Charter through an appropriate 

and efficient reporting system and, where applicable, the collective complaints procedure; 
 
5.  Welcomes the numerous examples of measures taken by States Parties to implement and 

respect the Charter, and calls on governments to take account, in an appropriate manner, of 
all the various observations made in the conclusions of the European Committee of Social 
Rights and in the reports of the Governmental Committee; 

 
6.  Affirms its determination to support States Parties in bringing their domestic situation into 

conformity with the Charter and to ensure the expertise and independence of the European 
Committee of Social Rights; 

 
7.  Invites member states and the relevant bodies of the Council of Europe to increase their effort 

to raise awareness of the Charter at national level amongst legal practitioners, academics and 
social partners as well as to inform the public at large of their rights. 

 


