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T 
he outlook for society at 

the beginning of 2010 is 

not exactly encouraging. 

Here are just a few examples to 

illustrate the point: 

 Opel closes its factory in Ant-

werp (Belgium), resulting in 

the direct loss of 2 000 jobs. 

6 000 more jobs are ex-

pected to be lost as a knock-

on effect; 

 Fiat suspends production for 

two weeks, with 30 000 work-

ers laid off; 

 EU Member States will bor-

row vast sums in 2010 

(estimates point to around 

EUR 2.2 trn for Western 

Europe as a whole); 

 States generously bailed out 

banks that were in a very bad 

way, but the banks have not 

responded in kind. The 

weaker a national economy 

is reported to be, the higher 

the interest rate: 3.1% in 

some countries, rising to 

6.2% in others. And it is the 

taxpayer that ends up having 

to foot the bill; 

 Growth forecasts are more 

optimistic than a few months 

ago, but it looks as if the em-

ployment situation is going to 

get worse; 

 According to the ILO, the 

number of people unem-

ployed worldwide has in-

creased spectacularly – hit-

ting the 212 million mark in 

2009 – and looks set to re-

main high in 2010, particu-

larly in developed economies 

and across the European Un-

ion, where 3 million more 

workers are in danger of los-

ing their jobs; 

 In December 2009, unem-

ployment stood at 9.6% 

across the EU-27, and 10% 

in the Euro Area; 

 Increasing numbers of peo-

ple are trying to get across 

the economic wall put up be-

tween third world countries 

and developed nations. In the 

Aegean Sea alone, the 

Greek authorities intercepted 

10 165 illegal migrants in 

2009. 

Is it acceptable for our leaders to 

simply stand back and watch this 

general deterioration in society? 

Is it acceptable for them to con-

tinue trying to deal with these se-

rious problems at national level 

rather than really working to-

gether and listening to the voices 

of half a billion Europeans?  

The workers at Opel seem to 

have understood that the only 

way forward is to stand together 

and take action at EU level. Why 

can't our po-

litical leaders 

do the same? 

Group 2 Newsletter 

SUMMARY 

Editorial .......................... 1 

458th EESC Plenary Ses-
sion ................................. 2 

459th EESC Plenary Ses-
sion ................................. 3 

Visit by eight Lithuanian 
trade unionists to the 
EESC .............................. 4 

Electronic information bulletin of the Workers Group

European Economic and Social Committee 

George Dassis 

President of the workers’ group 

No 5 

EDITORIAL 

http://eesc.europa.eu/groups/2/index_en.asp?id=008GR02EN
http://eesc.europa.eu/index_en.asp
http://eesc.europa.eu/groups/2/index_en.asp?id=002GR02EN
http://eesc.europa.eu/groups/2/index_fr.asp?id=002GR02FR
http://eesc.europa.eu/groups/2/index_fr.asp?id=002GR02FR


2  

458th EESC plenary session 
(16 and 17 December 2009) 

Guests of the Committee 

At its plenary session of 16 and 17 December the Committee was pleased to welcome: 

 on Wednesday 16 December 2009  

 Mr Jacques Diouf, Director-General of the FAO 

 Mr Olivier De Schutter, United Nations Special Rapporteur on the right to food 

 Mr Stephen Muchiri, Director-General of the East Africa Farmers' Federation (EAFF) 

 on Thursday 17 December 2009  

 Mr Lalko Dulevski, President of the network of national ESCs and president of the Bulgarian 

ESC 
 

Statements by Group II members 

 on Wednesday 16 December, during the thematic debate on strategies to guar-

antee food security 

George Dassis, group II president, regretted that Mr Diouf had been un-

able to hear the members' statements. He began by stressing the anomaly 

of a situation where, despite ongoing advances in science and productivity, 

the number of the poor and starving continued to rise. As Mr Diouf had 

pointed out, small-scale farming clearly had to be supported. Not only was 

this necessary throughout the world, but also in Europe, where we needed 

to support farmers, smallholdings and the Common Agricultural Policy. 

The "weapon of hunger" should be considered as a weapon of mass de-

struction, which would probably soon be joined by the "weapon of thirst". 

Speculation played such an important role in this situation that it was impossible to eradicate hun-

ger without developing a legal and fiscal arsenal against speculators. 

 

Ágnes Cser stressed the need to combine concerns regarding "food security" 

in its strictest meaning with concerns about water, health and food quality. It 

was up to States to regulate markets in order to tackle speculation, which 

made profits out of falling food quality, among other things. States had a share 

of responsibility, which they only too easily offloaded onto international organi-

sations. Ágnes Cser, who also regretted that Mr Diouf had been unable to hear 

the members, suggested sending him a copy of the discussions in order to 

ensure that European civil society got as good a hearing as possible on this issue. 

 

 on Thursday 17 December, on the role of Economic and Social Councils 

George Dassis, group II president, welcomed Mr Dulevski, stressing that ESCs were a compo-

nent of participatory democracy. Through the opinions they submitted to political decision-

makers, they exercised a form of supervision over the latter's actions. Decision-makers were of-

ten elected or appointed on the basis of programmes that, once in power, they had an unfortu-

nate tendency to forget, or sometimes even to bin forever as noble pre-election or pre-

appointment aspirations. ESCs had a role and a responsibility to remind them, on behalf of the 

general public, of the promises they had made to that very same public. 

Getting 

states to 

take action 

Reminding 

decision-

makers 
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promises, 

on behalf of 

citizens   
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smallholders 

and 

legislating 

against 

speculators  
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Guest of the Committee 

At its plenary session of 20 and 21 January 2010, the Committee was pleased to welcome, on 
Thursday 21 January 2010, Mr Diego López Garrido, Spanish State Secretary for the European 
Union, on behalf of the presidency in office of the Council of the European Union 

Statements by Group II members 

The group president, Georges Dassis, opened by stating that the European trade union movement 
supported the Spanish presidency's programme, because it was ambitious and because it pri-
oritised key issues for workers. It remained to be seen how the programme's good intentions would 
be translated into action. At least the Spanish presidency could count on a degree of support from the 
Commission, since Mr Barnier, Commissioner-designate for the Internal Market and Services, for ex-
ample, had already stated, on the subject of the country-of-origin principle for workers, that he did not 
wish to give his support to what would be a step backwards in social terms. 

The European Union could not be built on poverty and only genuine political will 
amongst the top decision-makers could yield tangible results. Powerful initiatives 
were therefore needed, not for six months but for 3 6-month terms, in partnership 
with the Belgian and Hungarian presidencies. 

Moreover, within the G-20, if Europe wished to stop being viewed as a pleasant but ineffectual part-
ner, the Member State governments would have to agree to speak with a single voice. There were 
now 500 million Europeans. How could a region with half a billion inhabitants be unable to protect its 
social achievements and resolutely oppose international trade rules that forced it to accept imports of 
products made by children, prisoners, or shamefully exploited workers? 

Lastly, George Dassis called on the Spanish presidency to allow European solidarity to play a full 
role in light of the attacks made by assessment organisations on struggling national economies, 
Greece in particular. The only motive for these attacks was to artificially raise interest rates on a debt 
that the public would then have to repay. And were these professionals influencing the financial mar-
kets not the same people who had deliberately said nothing and allowed the speculation leading up to 
the crisis? 

Juan Mendoza Castro also congratulated the Spanish presidency on its clear ideas and 
on the signs of hope that it was giving European workers: improving people's wel-
fare by focusing initiatives on employment was a highly praiseworthy aim. Given the 
Lisbon Strategy's lack of success, what was needed, as the presidency stated, was a 
new strategy that provided for a monitoring system.  

The EESC was willing, through its opinions, to work hand in hand with the Spanish 
presidency, and the Committee was delighted to note that everything valued by the Spanish presi-
dency was also good for the people of Europe. 

Hans-Joachim Wilms, Group II member and president of the Section for Agriculture, Ru-
ral Development and the Environment (NAT), started by congratulating the Spanish 
presidency on its communication campaign: on flights between Berlin and Madrid, he 
had seen the Spanish presidency's logo before the usual security notices. This showed 
the public that Spain wanted to see a strong Europe. 

Union activists were placing a great deal of hope in this presidency. They endorsed 
Spain's ideas and deplored the negative reactions to some of them by the German government, be-
cause what they wanted to see, rather than just plans and strategies, were practical improvements for 
everyone. 

The goal for 2020 should be sustainability and binding targets were needed to achieve this. Hans-
Joachim Wilms thus concluded: "You have made a good start. You can count on the support of the 

unions, but we are also counting on you". 

http://eesc.europa.eu/groups/2/index_en.asp?id=4008GR02EN 
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On 9 and 10 December 2009, a delegation of 

eight Lithuanian trade unionists came to Brussels 

at the invitation of George Dassis, group presi-

dent, to hear about the Committee's activities. 

During this information seminar, Antoine Cochet, 

group secretary, explained the EESC's position 

among the institutions of the European Union 

and what its activities would be following the Lis-

bon Treaty's entry into force. He described the 

Committee's structure and procedures for draft-

ing and adopting its opinions and its working 

methods. 

George Dassis described the decision process at 

EU level, underlining the crucial role played by 

the Council and the role of the Parliament in the 

framework of  co-decision procedure. 

The Lithuanian trade union representatives 

showed a particular interest in the role played by 

national delegations at the EESC, and the princi-

ples and rules for establishing these delegations. 

Lithuania is in the process of drawing up rules for 

selecting EESC members, which set out precise 

selection criteria by organisations and at the end 

of which, candidates will have to pass two tests, 

in Lithuanian and English. Georges Dassis 

pointed out that governments must respect the 

choices made by representative trade unions, 

since it is the social partners themselves who 

should choose their representatives at the Com-

mittee. 

 

The Lithuanian delegation was made up of repre-

sentatives of the Lithuanian Trade Union Confed-

eration (LPSK), the Lithuanian Labour Federation 

(LDF) and the trade union «Solidarumas». 

The delegation was accompanied by Daiva Kve-

daraitė, a Group II member. 
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