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It has become almost a truism to speak about the
need to communicate, especially when it comes
to the EU institutions. Our institution is no
exception and it has already often been stated
that the EESC should communicate more. It is
not only about the communication with the
grassroots organisations whom we represent, as
civil society exponents. This is, of course, the

ultimate desideratum / responsibility. But to achieve this goal, we need to
communicate more with each other, with the other institutions and with our
European civil society partners.

In response to this need, we want to give a new momentum to the way Group III
communicates internally and with its partners. Europe III is meant to enable the
members of Group III and their organisations to network, help them liaise with
each other and with other relevant civil society organisations at the European
level, all this for a better understanding and promotion of our identity as Group
III. Contacts with all other European civil society organisations are particularly
important for Group III. We strongly support the active involvement of the
Liaison Group in the EESC's work on opinions and in the promotion of
European level events and we offer generous support to our subgroup
organisations, by hosting some of their important meetings here at our
headquarters in Brussels. A need to increase our attention towards other
European civil society organisations, not represented in the Committee, leads us
to seek an insight into the future perspectives of the Liaison Group, through the
interview of the month section. This is because we have never claimed to have a
monopoly on representing civil society, but we are able to exploit the
constitutional framework we have as an institution, create opportunities for civil
dialogue and use the invaluable resources and expertise of other civil society third
sector organisations. 

Information sharing about all we do, no matter if it is at the local, national or
regional level, planned on a shorter or a longer term, is vital. It saves time and
increases our efficiency in our daily work and in communicating our stance in
the decision-making process. Among the issues of concern to Group III for the
2006-2008 mandate, I want to share with you a few of the most important: the
Lisbon Strategy, with particular attention to the promotion of the cultural sector,
further research on and promotion of sustainable development, the re-launch of
the debate and the negotiations on the Constitutional Treaty, the development
and improvement of the functioning of the Liaison Group and a closer, more
structured, follow-up of opinions formulated by the EESC. 

We are trying to make this publication a mirror of the dynamics of our members'
work and of their organisations. We always encourage our members to put
forward ideas and propose initiatives related to the priorities of the Group's work
mentioned above, and to share with us their experiences, as ambassadors of our
Committee at conferences and other external events, as well as in their capacity as
rapporteurs of certain opinions or as active actors of civil society in the Member
States. At the same time, we encourage our partners and friends to accommodate
their various interests here as well and make these interests known anytime they
want to send their message across to the European civil society community.

Staffan Nilsson

President of Group III

Editorial

civil society organisations
and of the added value in
developing a more structured and more political
dialogue with these organisations and to set up the
structure it needed to that end. 

EUROPE III
As co-chair of the Liaison Group, what do you
expect for the years to come? What is your agenda?

It should not and cannot be only my agenda; each
and every member of the Liaison Group has to be
strongly involved. The presidents of the Groups
and those of the sections, but also the Committee
as a whole, must be convinced of the importance
and added value of the Liaison Group. And I must
say that I have had very fruitful talks with the
Group presidents in particular. We need to draw
up a working programme, to reflect on the themes
that we want to approach and to invent the
mechanisms which should facilitate effective
cooperation with the EESC Groups and sections.
As for the subjects we could tackle, I could
mention climate change, entrepreneurship with a
human face, intercultural dialogue, the Lisbon
strategy and the re-launching of the Constitutional
process. 

EUROPE III
In the Evaluation report of the Liaison Group,
much emphasis is placed on grouping together
some activity sectors of European organised civil
society within the Liaison Group, also on the
representativeness criteria. Isn’t there a risk of
negating, by restricting in fact the diversity of the
European civil society, trying in fact to structure it
too much?

We have to be irreproachable in terms of
representativeness. It is a key to ensuring the
credibility of the Liaison Group and of its
members individually. So we, as representatives of
European civil society organisations and networks,
worked intensively on the representativeness
criteria to be applied to Liaison Group members.
In this process, we were able to rely on Mr Olsson’s
opinion on The representativeness of European civil
society organisations in civil dialogue (EESC 240-
2006), which sets out clear criteria on what is
meant by representativeness at European level. But,

Continued on page 2 •

The Liaison Group with European civil society
organisa tions and networks is meant to ensure that
the EESC has a coordinated approach vis-à-vis
European civil society organisations and networks
and the follow-up of joint initiatives. 

To get an insight into the present state and
perspectives of the Liaison Group, we kindly asked
Mr Jean-Marc Roirant, co-chair of the Liaison
Group, to give us an interview for this EUROPE
III issue. Mr Jean-Marc Roirant is Secretary-
General of the French League for Lifelong Learning
and Training and President of the European Civil
Society Platform on Lifelong Learning. 

EUROPE III
There is an increased interest from Group III
members in the activities of the Liaison Group,
since their interests are very close to the ones of
the Liaison Group organisations. Therefore we
would be happy if you could share with us some
thoughts about the Liaison Group’s activities and
its perspectives. Your organisation was from the
beginning part of this relatively new EESC
structure. Could you tell us what was your initial
reaction when the EESC decided to set up the
Liaison Group?

At first, to be honest, I hesitated a little, because, to
start with, I always thought that non-governmental
organisations should be more broadly represented
in Group III. That was our prime objective. The
NGO community was often very critical, at least in
France, about the composition of EESC Group III,
which did not offer much room for many sectors in
civil society and hence not enough legitimacy in
the EU consultation processes. Ultimately, many
players in European civil society acknowledged
that, with the adoption by the EESC Bureau, in
2004, of the proposals contained in the report by
Mr Bloch-Laine on Structured cooperation with
European civil society organisations and networks
(EESC 1498-2003), there was a window of
opportunity for European civil society players, not
only to be more closely and more actively involved
in the EESC’s work and activities, but also to be
recognised as legitimate partners in the dialogue
between civil society and EU institutions. Thanks
to Mr Roger Briesch, former President of the
EESC, who managed to convince EESC members
of the crucial importance for the Committee of
adopting a more open approach towards European
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The essence here is the expertise that such a structure could
bring to increasing the efficiency of the EESC’s work. There is
a trend in the Member States that we need to apply at the
European level as well: expertise has become a key word when
talking about new forms of governance making participatory
democracy a tangible and credible reality. This is why we also
call for the establishment of statutes for European associations
and mutual societies (COM (91) 273 final - SYN 386,
withdrawn by the EC in September 2005), which would not
only confer pertinent legitimacy on European organisations
but would also provide these organisations with an essential
instrument to develop and strengthen civil dialogue at
European level. In that sense, to qualify as a non-governmental
organisation according to a series of criteria (for instance the
ones stated in Mr Olsson’s opinion) is not a whim, but a need
to make civil dialogue legitimate.

EUROPE III
The European institutions, including the EESC, suffer from a
certain lack of visibility, lack of trust by the European citizen.
How do you see the role of the Liaison Group so that the
Committee meet one of its declared objectives, to favour a
participatory governance? 

There are more fronts for the Liaison Group to emphasise the
importance of the civil dialogue in the EU decision making
processes. The Liaison Group, inside the EESC, has to work
towards more diversity within Group III and reassure all
EESC members about its role and its status, which needs to
be strengthened and must be respected. All these organisations
and networks making up the Liaison Group and representing
millions of citizens are a considerable communication force,
that the EESC should be aware of, and make use of at the same
time. Our networks are there to increase the visibility and
enhance the legitimacy of the EESC activities and it is in the
interest of the Liaison Group to emphasise the EESC’s role.

But the Committee has to be as open as possible. We have
already discussed with Mr Dimitriadis the possibility of the
Liaison Group organising, on a regular basis, a high profile
event, which could address important issues of common
interest to both the Committee and European civil society
organisations such as the Lisbon strategy, sustainable
development or the constitutional process. 

Coming back to participatory governance, I need to stress that
in the Liaison Group there is a strong will to accommodate the
citizens’ interests in every action of the EU. Networks channel
information and encourage debate at a level closer to the
European citizens. They can revitalise the civic appetite and
facilitate the restoration of the citizens’ sense of ownership of
and role in the construction of the European project.  

EUROPE III
With a view to consolidating the climate of confidence and
mutual understanding in the Liaison Group and to increasing
its efficiency in the future, what would be your main message
to the Committee’s members?

TRUST US! There is a strong need for mutual trust; we are
fighting for the same cause: participatory democracy. We are
here to ensure that the voice of civil dialogue is heard and
listened to by the European institutions. For our part, we want
to be in a position to nourish and enrich the work of the EESC.

Then, I would like to stress again the need to institutionalise
civil dialogue, to “codify“ it. But this cannot be done without
proper resources and funding. The EU has greatly stimulated
and assisted many local initiatives across Europe, now it’s high
time for it to support the creation of a democratic, institutional
framework of civil dialogue at European level, in the way it did
with social dialogue.    

as you will appreciate, not all European organisations meet the
criteria which have been defined. Let’s take for instance, the
territorial criteria, i.e. for an organisation or a network to have
members in at least 14 Member States; it is quite difficult to
comply with, given the less-developed associative environment
in the new Member States. In addition, these organisations and
networks need to form a de jure or de facto “family” of
associations that must have a permanent legal structure, be non-
profit making, be non-governmental, must be independent and
be engaged in activities that are not covered by the institutional
framework for social dialogue. The implementation of these
criteria will lead to some adjustments in the representation of
the 14 “family” associations which are, so far, part of the Liaison
Group. These families cover sectors such as: development, youth,
education and training, family life, organisations and associations
promoting the European Idea, consumers’ policy, social service
providers, cooperative movement, arts and culture, European
citizenship, protection and integration of persons with disability,
rural development. We have envisaged that, ultimately, around
20 families of interest should be represented in the Liaison
Group and two already have applied to be represented in the
Liaison Group: the elderly and children’s rights. Anyway,
on 1 March, the Liaison Group will take the necessary decisions
regarding these applications and the adjustments to be made to
the actual composition of the Liaison Group. 

It has to be clearly stated also that the Liaison Group has not
been created to become a sort of parliament of civil society; so
a balance is required between, on the one hand, the need to
respect the diversity of civil society and, on the other hand, to
avoid overlapping of interests and double representation.

The EESC and the Liaison Group:
a matter of trust

Continued from page 1

The first meeting of the SDO on 20February agreed on their work programme
for 2007. The SDO aims to become an authoritative source of knowledge on the
state of sustainability in the EU. This aim will involve tracking key indicators of
progress and trends that diverge from a sustainable path, identifying and using
examples of good (and bad) practices from around Europe, promoting and
encouraging debate on the next steps to be taken on sustainable development,
producing at least one regular annual report on progress on sustainability. The
meeting reviewed the working paper on the “Biannual Progress Report of the
EU Sustainable Development Strategy”, being drawn up by the rapporteur Mr
Ribbe, member of Group III, which will form the basis of the first major opinion
of the SDO to be finalised in June. 

The meeting also discussed the SDO approach to climate change issues. It agreed
to recommend to the Bureau the compilation of a comprehensive Committee
Report on climate change with contributions from all Sections to be published in
the second half of the year. This should feed in to the major event on climate change
which President Dimitriadis is planning for the autumn.

The SDO also agreed to assess the carbon footprint of the Committee itself and to
explore methods of offset and of reduction of emissions from the Committee’s
activities. It also pressed for the early implementation of Eco-Management and
Audit Scheme (EMAS) in the Committee. 

Social Economy, Key Player in
Participatory Democracy and Civil
Dialogue

Social Economy Category 

Mr Miguel Ángel Cabra de
Luna, member of Group III
and representative of the
Spanish Con federa tion of
Social Eco nomy Enterprises
(CEPES), was elected as the
new spokesperson of the
Social Economy Category, on

the 17 January 2007. Mr Cabra de Luna set out four
main objectives to be achieved during his mandate:
(1) increase internal impact of the Category, in the
sense of mainstreaming Social Economy in the
Committee’s opinions; (2) increase external visibility,
through organising events, and strengthening ties with

the Parliament´s Social Economy Intergroup, with
the European Commission, with the EESC Liaison
Group with civil society and with the CEP-CMAF
and other Social Economy umbrella organisations at
EU level; (3) act as a think tank, playing an important
reflection role, trying to establish the bridge between
Social Economy from the old and the new Member
States; (4) improve the working methodology,
combining electronic communications, short meetings
at the end of Group III meetings and three or four
extraordinary meeting a year.

The first extraordinary meeting of the Social
Economy Category will take place on the 26March
and will focus on the working programme of the
category, on the seminar on Social Economy and
Equal Opportunities in collaboration with CEP-
CMAF and the European Disability Forum, to be
held on the 17April. The meeting will also discuss
the study on Social Economy in the twenty-five

Director, who will deliver a speech on Stocktaking and
a vision of the future and will stimulate a debate on
“2008 - The Health Check”.

In December last year, Mr Seppo Kallio, member of
Group III, representative of the Central Union of
Agricultural Producers and Forest Owners in
Finland, was elected to be the spokesperson of the
Farmers‘ Category for 2007. Together with Mr
Johann Költringer (Group I, Employers, Austria),

Sustainable Development Observatory (SDO)

A new body of the EESC For Sustainability In Europe

member countries of the Union, commissioned by
the EESC and drawn up by Centre international de
recherches et d’information sur l’économie publique,
sociale et cooperative (CIRIEC). The study provides
an overview of the social economy in its different
varieties in the European Union, of the
contribution the social economy brings to
economy and society, and evaluates the role of the
European Economic and Social Committee and
the support it can provide for the social economy,
as a key factor in participatory democracy and the
civil dialogue.

Farmers’ Category 

The next meeting of the Farmers’ Category is on the
7March and will have as guest speakers two officials
from DG Agriculture: Ms Summa, Head of the Bio-
energy Unit, who will tackle the topic Should we grow
food or fuel? and Mr John BENSTED-SMITH,

Derek Osborn
SDO President

Our Group’s Strength
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Mr Miklos BARABAS chairs the study group of
the own-initiative opinion on The role of civil society
in EU pre-accession aid programmes in the Republic of
Albania (REX) and is repporteur of the study group
on the own-initiative opinion Relations between the
EU and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia:
the role of civil society (REX/239). 

Mr Gilbert BROS is the rapporteur of the study
group on the own-initiative opinion on Developing
biofuels, their impact on agricultural markets and the
environment (NAT/355).

Mr Roberto CONFALONIERI has been
appointed president of the study group drawing up
the opinion on the EC proposal on Airport charges
(TEN/284). 

Mr Mario CAMPLI will be rapporteur on the
works of the study group on the opinion on Specific
rules as regards the fruit and vegetable sector
(NAT/352)

Mr Angelo GRASSO is president of the study
group on the own-initiative opinion on Eco-friendly
production (INT/349).

Mr Hubert GHIGONIS is the president of the
permanent study group drawing up the own-
initiative opinion on European road safety policy and
professional drivers (TEN/290).

Mr Bernardo HERNANDEZ BATALLER has
become the rapporteur of the study group of the
own-initiative opinion on Ratification by Member
States of, or their accession to, the United Nations
Convention on a Code of Conduct for Liner
Conferences (TEN/285).

Mr Staffan NILSSON is president of the study
group on Sustainable power generation from fossil
fuels: aiming for near-zero emissions from coal -fired
electricity power stations after 2020 (TEN/287)

Mr Jan OLSSON is the co-rapporteur of the study
group of the own-initiative opinion on Entrepreneurship
Mindsets & Lisbon Agenda (SOC/267), together with
Mr SHARMA from Group I. 

Mr Derek OSBORN will be rapporteur on the
works of the study group on the opinion on

Specification of petrol, diesel and gas-oil and introducing
a mechanism to monitor and reduce greenhouse gas
emissions from the use of road transport fuels
(NAT/354).

Ms Maureen O’NEILL is president of the study
group of the own-initiative opinion on Creating
sustainable productivity of European work
(SOC/266).

Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ will be a rapporteur of
two study groups working on the following own-
initiative opinions:

Defining the collective actions system and its role in the
context of Community consumer law (INT/348) and
Credit and social exclusion in an affluent society (

SOC/265).

Ms Evelyne PICHENOT is the rapporteur of the
study group on the own-initiative opinion on the
European digital library (TEN), and at the same
time, she will be rapporteur on the study group on
The EU’s relations with Moldova: What role for
organised civil society? (REX/238). 

Mr Lutz RIBBE is the president of the study group
drawing up the opinion on Biofuels Progress Report /
Report on the progress made in the use of biofuels and
other renewable fuels in the Member States of the
European Union (TEN/286) and is a rapporteur of
the study group on the own-initiative opinion on
Pan-European Transport Corridors (TEN).

Ms Anne-Marie SIGMUND will continue to
work and will report on the own-initiative opinion
on Croatia on the road to accession (REX).

Mr Yves SOMVILLE is president of the study
group of the own-initiative opinion on the
Compensation payments for disadvantaged areas
beyond 2010 (NAT356).

In the CCMI, Mr János TOTH is president of the
study group of the own-initiative opinion on Global
Trade integration and Outsourcing. How to cope with
the new challenges (CCMI/043) and Mr Juraj

STERN has been appointed the president of the
study group of the own-initiative opinion on Impact
of the territoriality of tax law on industrial change
(CCMI/044). 

Highlights of FEBRUARY 2007 EESC Plenary Session

Group III members coordinating
the work on opinions

News from European
Agreed Organisations

acting as vice-chairman, they will ensure the
coordination of this category’s work.  

Consumers / Environment Category

Two members of Group III, Mrs Inger Persson,
representative of the Swedish Consumer Council,
and Mr Dick Westendorp, representative of the
Consumer Federation in the Netherlands, were
confirmed as spokespersons of the
Consumers/Environment Category for 2007.

CONSUMERS’ and ENVIRONMENT Category
meeting will be held on the 28February 2007.

SMEs / Professions Category

Mrs Christine Faes, member of Group III and
representative of the Union of Independent
Employers (UNIZO) in Belgium, was elected as a
spokesperson of the category.

Single Market Observatory (SMO)

Consumer protection, citizenship and

implementation of the law and social cohesion

Mr Jorge PEGADO LIZ, member of Group III
and representative of the Portuguese Consumer
Protection Association, was elected president of the
Single Market Observatory for the 2006-2008
mandate. The Single Market Observatory is a unit

within the Section for the Single Market,
Production and Consumption (INT). It is
composed of 30 members, with a president and two
vice-president. The vice-presidents are Ms Eva

Belabed, from Austria, Group II, and Mr Bryan

Cassidy from the UK, Group I. The new president
stressed that, due to his background, he would try
to draw attention to the legal dimension of the Single
Market. He would focus primarily on consumer
benefits, citizenship and implementation of the law
and social cohesion. One of his goals will be to make
the SMO more visible. 

In 2007, the SMO is planning
targeted public hearings (topics
to be determined according to
developments and trends)
during the German and
Portuguese presidencies, own-
initiative opinions such as

Services in the Single Market, and exploratory ones
such as Quality standards for the contents, procedures
and methods of social impact assessments from the point
of view of the social partners and other civil society
players”, at the request of the German Presidency.

More information on the categories’ work can be found
on our website or by contacting the Secretariat of
Group III and the spokespersons of the categories. 

Mr Seppo KALLIO

spokesperson of the Farmers Category 
Mrs Inger PERSSON

and Mr Dick WESTENDORP

spokespersons of the Consumers/Environment
Category 
Mr Miguel Ángel CABRA DE LUNA

spokesperson of the Social Economy Category
Mrs Christine FAES

spokesperson of the SMEs / Professions Category

European Farmers reject the proposed
soil protection framework Directive

On the occasion of the meeting of the EU
Council of Ministers on Environment on the
20 February 2007, COPA and COGECA

called on the Environment Ministers of the EU
Member States to reject the Commission
proposal for a European framework Directive
for soil protection. The reason was that the
Common Agricultural Policy (CAP) and the
existing environmental legislation already
contain a whole series of measures to protect
soil. According to COPA and COGECA
position, the Commission proposal runs
counter to the principle of subsidiarity, as
national soil protection strategies are
considerably more appropriate as they can take
account of the regional differences existing in
the EU. 

The full COPA and COGECA position on the
Commission proposal for a thematic strategy
to protect the soil is available on the COPA-
COGECA website:
http://www.copa-
cogeca.be/pdf/pr_06_276f_1d.pdf.

EUROPECHE Has a New Steering
Group

The Association  of the National
Organisations  of Fishery Enterprises in the
European Union has renewed its steering
group. The working priorities of the new
President, Mr Niels Wichmann (Denmark)
and his team include the strong  involvement
of Europêche in the Advisory Committee for
Fisheries and Aquaculture (ACFA),  with the
view  to a balance between a sustainable
fisheries and the necessary pursuit of the
activities of the professionals of the sector.
Europêche will also particularly see to the
launching of the opportunities offered by the
new European Fisheries Fund (EFF) as well as
to the axis “work/restructuring” in the fishery
sector.

EUROPEAN YOUTH FORUM
launched its position paper on violence

The European Youth Forum adopted and
launched a position paper on violence. By  means of
this position paper, the YFJ urges institutions to
include the voice of young people in the
determination and implementation of measures
pertaining to young people and violence. While
analysing the causes, types and consequences of
violence, the European Youth Forum puts forward
recommendations concerning how to combat
violence through violence prevention, involving
young people throughout the process. More
information on the content and follow-up of the
position paper  can be obtained from Maxime
Cerutti, policy officer for employment, social
inclusion, equality and human rights at
maxime.cerutti@youthforum.org. 

COFACE pleads for the changing
family role of men in Europe

At the end of a European project supported by
the European Commission and the Belgian
Institute for Equal Opportunities between
Women and Men, COFACE (the Confederation
of Family Organisations in the EU) has published
a 20 –page brochure presenting the Synthesis of
the results and the Recommendations regarding
the changing roles of men in families in Europe.
Seven partner NGOs participated in the project
coming from seven different Member States:
Belgium, Cyprus, Finland, France, Greece, Italy
and Portugal. In order to create favourable
conditions, improved take-up of family
responsibilities requires a comprehensive approach
at all levels of authority. The recommendations in
the brochure are addressed to local, regional,
national and European authorities, as each level
has an important role to play. 

The brochure is available in Dutch, English,
Finnish, French, German, Greek, Italian and
Portuguese and can be obtained from
COFACE Secretariat premises or by e-mail:
coface@brutele.be.
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Mr Lutz RIBBE, member of Group III,
representative of the European Nature
Heritage Fund (Euronatur) from
Germany, was the rapporteur of the much
debated opinion on Halting the loss of
biodiversity by 2010- and beyond Sustaining
ecosystem services for human well-being
(CESE 1548/2006 fin). The Commission

Com munication tackles four key policy areas for action, and
related objectives and supporting measures to deliver the 2010
targets (to halt the decline of biodiversity in the EU by 2010):
biodiversity in the EU, the EU and global biodiversity,
biodiversity and climate change, the knowledge base. In the
EESC’s view, a key point of criticism of the Commission’s
Communication is the lack of a strategic debate over how to
explain the tremendous discrepancies between the action which
should be taken, the action which has been announced and what
actually happens in reality in respect of maintaining biodiversity.
The EESC therefore attaches particular importance to
prioritising policy area regarding the improvement of the
knowledge base, so as to ensure that both the general public and
politicians fully understand the real consequences of their
actions.

The opinion was debated in the TEN section in Berlin (24-26
January 2007) and voted in the February plenary session with
137 votes in favour, 7 votes against and 5 abstentions. 

Mr Gerd H. WOLF, member of Group
III and Emeritus Professor at Heinrich
Heine University Düsseldorf, presented a
view on science, development and
innovation and participating scientists and
engineers, based on opinions of the
European Economic and Social
Committee, at the CLAIU-EU

International Seminar, held in Brussels, on 9 and 10 February

2007. Mr Wolf referred mainly to those EESC adopted
opinions addressing issues of research and development
(R&D):Towards a European Research Area (CESE 595/2000),
Research in the European Research Area: one profession, multiple
careers (CESE 305/2004) and Unlocking and strengthening
Europe’s potential for research, development and innovation (CESE
1566/2004). Mr Wolf stressed the importance of  human capital
which is, in the EESC’s view, the most sensitive and valuable
resource for research, development and technical progress. 

Mr Roberto CONFALONIERI,

member of Group III, representative of
the National Economic and Labour
Council (CNEL) in Italy, took part in the
annual meeting of ESC Israel, in his
capacity as president of the EESC
Euromed Follow-Up Committee.

Mr Confalonieri had a meeting with the EC Delegation in Tel
Aviv on the 7 February 2007. They discussed the European
Neighbourhood Policy and the possibilities for the Commission
to use the ESC of Israel for spreading out information on this
policy to civil society organisations in Israel.

Mr Confalonieri made a speech in front of the general assembly
of the IESC. He also had a round table discussion with the
Israeli ESC and the Italian ESC (CNEL) in Eilat. Future
cooperation between the Israeli ESC, the EESC and the CNEL
was discussed. 

The Euromed Follow-up Committee closely monitors the
development of the Euro-Mediterranean partnership and has
recently been examining the European Neighbourhood Policy
and its impact on cooperation between partner countries and the
EU.

Ms Renate HEINISCH, member of
Group III and representative of the
Federal Association of German Senior
Citizen Organisations (BAGSO)
participated in the conference occasioned
by the German launch of the 7th EU
Research Framework Programme. For the

first time, social sciences and humanities were a part of the
research programme in their own right, which was why Ms
Heinisch discussed her own-initiative opinion on the Seventh
Research Framework Programme – “Quality of life of elderly
persons and technological requirements”, in the workshop on
“Socio- Economic Sciences and the Humanities”

Ms Jillian van TURNHOUT, member
of Group III, vice-president of the EESC
and president of the Communication
Group, chaired its meeting on  2 February
2007. Among the issues discussed were :
the ideas proposed around the operational
action plan for the communication work
programme 2007-2008, the importance of

improving the Protocol of Cooperation between the European
Commission and the EESC, with emphasis on  cooperation
between the latter and the EC Representations in the Member
States, this year’s Open Day which will be held at the EESC on
the 5 May 2007. For the 50th anniversary, many projects were
foreseen at the inter-institutional level. The EESC would
concentrate on its own anniversary, next year in 2008, when it
celebrates 50 years  since the first plenary session held by the
EESC. 

In the Communication Group, there are two more Group III
members actively involved: Ms Jane Morrice and Ms Anne-
Marie Sigmund, who coordinates the cultural activities
programme. 

The European Parliament – Minute by Minute

The international project “The European Parliament - Minute by Minute”, a
Hungarian Transparency initiative, was launched on  26 January 2007, in
Budapest. The project was initiated by the European House, represented by
Mr Miklos BARABAS, vice-president of Group III, and implemented in
partnership with the Swedish educational and cultural association,
Studieforbundet Vuxenskolan, with the financial support of DG Justice,
Freedom and Security. Almost 80 Hungarian civil society organisations
attended the launching event and were briefed about the theory and practice of
transparency at the European and national levels. The EESC position on
transparency was presented by Mr Jan Olsson, president of the EESC sub-
committee on the European initiative on Transparency. 

The aim of the project is to follow the work of various committees of the
European Parliament, and on the basis of national consultations, lobby for
proposals formulated by Hungarian civil society organisations. 

Mrs Magda Kósáné Kovacs, Hungarian MEP, who was among the speakers,
welcomed the initiative and offered her support for the project. 

The international project also includes an experience exchange between
Hungarian and Swedish civil society organisations, for the study of
transparency practices and a conference in Brussels, in December, to present
the final results and the impact of the project.  

European networks for energy, telecommunications and
infrastructure.

The Italian Confederation of Executives and Middle Managers (CIU),

chaired by Mr Corrado ROSSITTO, member of Group III, concluded a
partnership with the Confederation of Small and
Medium-Sized Industry of Veneto Region in Italy, in
order to promote the establishment of organised civil
society committees. These will contribute to the creation
of a system of European networks for energy,
telecommunications and infrastructure. The partnership
will adopt a down-top approach, responding to the need
of the co-existence of innovation and social
responsibility at the local level, in line with the Lisbon

strategy objectives. The first step envisaged by the partnership will be to develop
an energy policy, which should include the conversion of the coal industry into
renewable energy production (biomass). According to Mr Rossitto, the
European policy on renewable energy could create 2.5 million jobs in the
Member States. He also  told the well-known Italian newspaper “La Republica”
that the use of biomass for energy production could constitute an incentive for
the conversion and development of many rural regions in Europe. 
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An Insight Into Group III Leadership
A Group III meeting was held at the Committee building in Brussels on 15t February 2007, before the plenary session.
President NILSSON discussed with members the decisions taken by the Bureau meeting on  14 February. There is a strong
determination to improve the speed and efficiency of the Committee's work by prioritising all referrals into  three separate
categories, according to specific criteria. The result of this new structure would be to focus more on opinions and issues which
are of a high political priority for the EESC and also leave more time to concentrate on producing excellent own-initiative
opinions. When the final draft of this proposal has been agreed, it would be sent out to the members. Mrs PICHENOT
suggested that the EESC Bureau should conduct an analysis of the impact of exploratory opinions issued over the past two
years and in particular, to see if they had been delivered in due time to be assimilated in the final legislative proposal.

Highlights of our Members’ Work

Group III Members’
Organisations In The
Spotlight
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