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CONCLUSIONS OF THE 12th REGIONAL SEMINAR OF 
ACP-EU ECONOMIC AND SOCIAL INTEREST GROUPS  

Santo Domingo, 5 to 6 July 2012 

 
 
The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC), representing the economic and social 
components of organised civil society in the European Union, organised the 12th Regional Seminar of 
ACP-EU Economic and Social Interest Groups in Santo Domingo, Dominican Republic, from 5 to 
6 July 2012, in accordance with the mandate conferred on the EESC by the Cotonou Agreement. The 
regional seminar brought together delegates from the economic and social interest groups of the 
Caribbean region, in addition to ACP and European members of the ACP-EU Follow-up Committee 
of the EESC. EU and ACP institutions, the diplomatic corps, international and regional socio-
professional organisations and representatives of wider non-state actor organisations from the 
Dominican Republic also attended. The representatives of the ACP-EU economic and social interest 
groups adopted the following declaration: 

 
 

FINAL DECLARATION 
 
On the Economic Partnership Agreements 
 
The representatives of the ACP-EU economic and social interest groups: 
 

1. recall the original objectives of the EPAs which were reiterated in the 2010 Revision of 
the Cotonou Agreement, namely: the promotion of sustainable development and poverty 
eradication, via regional integration and the gradual inclusion of ACP countries into the 
world economy; 

 
2. stress that trade alone is insufficient to ensure sustainable development of ACP countries 

and that accompanying economic, social, environmental measures should be included in 
the future EPAs; 

 
3. regret that despite some recent progress in EPA negotiations, the process has been in 

deadlock for many years. Urge the European Commission to engage in a sincere 
reflection with the European Parliament, ACP governments and non-state-actors on the 
future of EPAs. Insist on the need for EU and Caribbean countries which have not ratified 
the EPA yet to do so as soon as possible; 

 
4. call for greater involvement of non-state actors, as defined in the Cotonou Agreement, in 

the EPA negotiations. Reiterate the need to organise user-friendly, comprehensive 
information and consultation sessions for local non-state actors before, during and after 
future negotiating sessions;  

 
5. call for social and environmental chapters to be included in the future comprehensive 

EPAs, following the example of the EU-CARIFORUM EPA. The social chapter should 
recognise the ILO international core labour standards and the decent work agenda, whilst 
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the environmental chapter should ensure the inclusion of the sustainable management of 
natural resources and of the environment into all levels of the partnership; 

 
6. urge the national authorities and the EU to agree on institutional provisions for the future 

comprehensive EPAs, which would establish Civil Society Consultative Committees, 
following the example of the EU-CARIFORUM EPA. Such Consultative Committees 
would be responsible for monitoring the economic, social and environmental impact of 
the future comprehensive EPAs; 

 
7. stress the added value of these Consultative Committees, providing technical support and 

advice as well as channelling non-state-actors’' concerns on the implementation of the 
EPAs; 

 
8. regret the slow pace of implementation of the EU-CARIFORUM EPA and underline the 

importance, not only for the Caribbean region but for all negotiating ACP countries, of 
showing tangible results and benefits from the EU-CARIFORUM EPA. Ask the EU to 
facilitate visa procedures for economic and social actors;  

 
9. urge the facilitating agencies in the Caribbean to undertake more outreach activities, 

illustrating the benefits and opportunities of the EU-CARIFORUM EPA for economic 
operators; 

 
10. stress the need to strengthen the EPA implementation structures and to ensure that enough 

resources and technical staff are available to develop an EPA implementation roadmap, 
process requests and give support to key economic sectors; 

 
11. regret that the commitment of an additional EU Aid- for- Trade facility has not been met 

by EU Member States as the support is needed to restructure economic activity and to 
embrace emerging industries during these challenging economic times. Efforts should 
also be intensified to strengthen the capacity of small and medium sized enterprises to 
trade with EPA partners both in Europe and in the Caribbean region; 

 
12. stress the need to put in place appropriate sanitary and phytosanitary (SPS) regimes, at 

national and regional levels, so that the region's exporters of food products can get 
effective market access. This is an area where the EU can provide tangible support. 

 
13. welcome the three financial agreements between CARICOM, CARIFORUM and the 

European Commission that were signed in March 2012 to boost the regional integration 
process in the Caribbean and the implementation of the EU-CARIFORUM EPA;  

 
14. regret that the EU-CARIFORUM Consultative Committee is the only joint EU-Caribbean 

institution provided for in the EU-CARIFORUM EPA that has not yet been set up. Urge 



- 3 - 

 .../... 

the Caribbean side to nominate the Caribbean members of the Committee before the EU-
CARIFORUM Joint Council in autumn; 

 
15. support the commitment undertaken by the broad range of CARIFORUM representatives 

attending the seminar to reach a prompt agreement on the CARIFORUM composition of 
the EU-CARIFORUM Consultative Committee; welcome the decision by the 
CARIFORUM Secretariat to use that agreement as the main input for a workshop to be 
organised later this summer in order to further determine the composition of the 
CARIFORUM side of the Consultative Committee; strongly urge the Cariforum-EU 
Trade and Development Committee meeting in September to submit that composition to 
the Joint EU- CARIFORUM Council so that a final decision is taken in October 2012; 

 
16. reiterate the need to ensure a broad representation of all relevant interest groups in the 

Consultative Committee and refer back, as a reference document, to the proposition on 
the composition of the Caribbean side of the Committee made by the CARIFORUM 
delegation participating in the 26th meeting of ACP-EU Economic and Social Interest 
Groups in Brussels on 5-7 July 2011; 

 
17. underline that access to information will be key for the Consultative Committee to be 

effective as well as for the capacity of organisations to participate substantively. 
Recommend that a regional structure, such as a regional economic and social committee, 
be set up in order to coordinate and support the participation of non-state-actors in the 
EU-CARIFORUM Consultative Committee. The European Economic and Social 
Committee could be of assistance in this regard.  

 
On sustainable and inclusive growth 
 
The representatives of the ACP-EU economic and social interest groups: 
 

18. underline the need to promote the transition to a world economic order based on inclusive 
qualitative economic growth that helps to eliminate poverty and social injustice whilst 
preserving natural resources for future generations; 

 
19. note that the promotion of a green economy must be part of an overarching sustainable 

development strategy, striking a balance between social, ecological and economic 
aspects. Point out that the green economy might require additional resources; 

 
20. welcome the newly adopted EU-Caribbean Strategy and its objective of enhancing 

regional integration, to facilitate social progress and sustainable long-term development 
in the Caribbean. Encourage the partners to fully involve non-state actors in the 
implementation of the Strategy through an inclusive dialogue; 
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21. point out that the agreement at the Rio+20 UN Conference does not reflect the sense of 
urgency felt by non-state-actors, and concrete action-oriented decisions and precise 
timelines are missing. Welcome notwithstanding the fact that the agreement considers 
green economy as an important tool for achieving sustainable development and call for 
the establishment, with the active participation of non-state-actors, of a green economy 
roadmap at national and sub-national level;  

 
22. are pleased that an agreement has been found on sustainable development goals (SDG) 

that should be integrated into the UN development agenda beyond 2015. Regret however, 
that no specific goals were defined. Call for the full involvement of non-state-actors in the 
process of defining the SDGs; 

 
23. welcome the commitment in the Rio+20 agreement to take urgent and concrete action to 

address the vulnerability of Small Island Developing States (SIDS) and the proposal to 
convene a Third International Conference on SIDS in 2014;  

 
24. point out that in the context of climate change and its effects on developing countries, 

green growth is fundamental for their future development. In this context, the agriculture 
and tourism sectors offer good opportunities for combining growth and environmental 
sustainability. Welcome the efforts of the Organisation of Eastern Caribbean States 
(OECS) and other countries in the region to work towards a harmonisation of tourism 
policies based on a sustainable, integrated and inclusive approach to tourism 
development; 

 
25. reiterate the need to promote dialogues between farmers, consumers and cooperatives 

leading to initiatives to boost competitiveness. Call for the improvement of farmers' 
access to markets and consumers' access to affordable and safe food, thus improving 
farmers' incomes and reducing unemployment and poverty; 

 
26. underline the need to further support and promote consumption of locally produced 

goods, to reduce poverty among smallholder farmers and implement sustainable 
consumption and production while reducing the carbon footprint; 

 
27. regret that even though the Rio+20 agreement recognises the role of businesses and civil 

society stakeholders, there are no new established mechanisms to ensure effective  
participation of non-state actors in the transition process towards sustainable 
development; 

 
28. stress that the transition to sustainable and inclusive growth needs the involvement of  

non-state-actors in order to be successful. This implies that democratic processes are in 
place and a dialogue exists between non-state-actors and political decision makers. 
Policy-makers need to provide the enabling conditions, but in the end it is non-state-
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actors' everyday decisions and actions that will bring about sustainable economies and 
lifestyles;  

 
29. urge the EU and all other parties to involve the EESC and other economic and social 

councils and similar structures in the Rio+20 follow-up that is designed to secure the 
transition towards a new green economic order; 

 
30. request the adoption of clear and coherent policy frameworks to give different 

stakeholders the confidence and incentives needed to achieve the transition to sustainable 
growth; 

 
31. call for a global deal to mobilise public and private resources for capacity building, 

technology transfer and sustainable investment programmes to assist developing countries 
to keep pace with the sustainable transition in an equitable way; 

 
32. welcome the importance given to the social dimension of sustainable development in the 

Rio+20 agreement and underline the added value of social dialogue in promoting sound 
governance, inclusive growth and sustainable development; 

 
33. support the ILO initiatives to promote the creation of green jobs and social protection 

floors that aim to protect workers, prevent unemployment, especially youth 
unemployment, and empower the most disadvantaged and vulnerable groups in society; 

 
On a new framework for development cooperation and non-state-actor participation 
 
The representatives of the ACP-EU economic and social interest groups: 
 

34. deplore the fact that the number of people living in poverty continues to be a major 
problem in developing countries although progress has been achieved to attain the 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs); 

 
35. regret the reduction in the amount of official development aid during 2011 and reiterate 

the need for maintaining the commitment to give 0.7% of the developed countries' GDP 
in official development aid;  

 
36. welcome the efforts of the EU to set up a more efficient and effective agenda for 

development cooperation and to follow it up with a revision of the financing instrument; 
 
37. stress that even though there is a need to take into account the increased differentiation 

between developing countries, clear indicators need to be established to measure a 
country's progress in terms of not only GDP improvements in human welfare and quality 
of life but also in terms of vulnerability and resilience-capacity;  
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38. call for the participation of non-state actors in the formulation of complementary 
indicators to GDP that reflect people's quality of life and social conditions in relation to 
the sustainability of economic systems; 

 
39. point out that in many middle income countries (notably Small Island Developing States 

(SIDS)) that have been growing economically, big inequalities still exist; 
 
40. welcome the fact that the EU is seeking greater reciprocal engagement with its partner 

countries, which goes hand in hand with the principle of conditionality of good 
governance and accountability. In this regard, parliaments, local and regional authorities 
and non-state-actors in partner countries should participate in the monitoring of budget 
support and the management of natural resources; 

 
41. underline that the Cotonou Agreement largely acknowledges the role of non-state actors 

in development cooperation and welcome that non-state-actors are further recognised in 
the new framework as leading players in development cooperation, not only in 
implementing development programmes but also in developing policies. Propose in this 
regard that participation of non-state-actors in the design, implementation and monitoring 
of development policies should be a criterion for good governance applied by the EU in 
its relationship with partner countries; 

 
42. point out the importance of acknowledging the diversity of non-state-actors and their 

scope of action in development cooperation. Even though social partners and other 
economic and social actors are included in the definition of non-state-actors, they often 
tend to be forgotten in the actual design and implementation of projects that affect them; 

 
43. propose that specific programmes and grants are allocated to those actors, tailor-made for 

their situation and needs and ask for more flexible procedure to access resources; 
 
44. welcome the fact that the new financial regulation for development cooperation aims to 

simplify the regulatory environment and facilitate access to EU assistance by partner 
countries, regions and non-state- actors. Proposes in this context that new mechanisms be 
put in place, such as operational grants and framework and multiannual agreements; 

 
45. insist that non-state- actors in partner countries need further capacity building and 

technical assistance as regards procedures for accessing EU funding. Underline the need 
to promote a favourable environment for development and participation of non-state 
actors; 

 
46. call for new forms of cooperation between non-state- actors (South-South, North-South, 

triangular) in order to exchange know-how and give or receive technical assistance. These 
new forms of cooperation could be crucial for non-state- actors in medium income 
countries that will see traditional EU cooperation funding cut back; 
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47. request more and better qualified staff to be allocated to the civil society contact points in 

the EU delegations in partner countries and for better coordination to be established 
between them in order to take advantage of good practices. 

 
 

_____________ 
 


