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Content:

• The European Economic and Social 
Committee

• The European Cycling Lexicon

• Chapter “European Funding for Cycling 
and Cycling Infrastructure:

Kinds of funding, examples, tips for 
applicants, literature



The EESC – civil society representation 
at the heart of the EU



EESC – the bridge between the EU and civil 
society



EESC – the bridge between the EU and civil 
society

• Organised civil society participates in EU policy making
• Three Groups:

1. Employers

2. Employees

3. Various Interests
incl. consumers, 
environmentalists
self-employed, 
Cyclists?!

• 22 working languages!



EESC – a pro-cycling workplace in Brussels

• Monthly Friday - bike days
• Staff mobility plan
• Cycling facilities
• …



EU and urban transport

• urban & regional transport not an EU-competence 
(subsidiarity principle)

But

• Climate protection, energy, European transport

• health, cohesion, exchange of good practice 
(Covenant of Mayors, Smart Cities Initiative, urban  
transport action plan, …) →→→→ relevant for funding 
policy



EESC on sustainable urban transport

• EESC and ECF: cycling is also a European 
issue!

• EESC: “precedence for public transport, cycling 
and walking only way to improve living and 
environmental conditions in urban areas”



The European Economic and Social Committee
and Velo-City 2009 
present

Key cycling terms 
in all 23 official EU languages 
with illustrations

The first European Cycling 
Lexicon



EESC and Velo-city

Signatory of Charter of Brussels

Editor of the European Cycling Lexicon:

• Help cyclists abroad to communicate

• Raise awareness about good infrastructure

• Raise awareness about different human-powered 
vehicles

• Show European dimension of cycling

• Inform  about European funding sources
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First edition was “a hit”:

• First bullet-point

• Second bullet-point

Third bullet-point
� Fourth bullet-point

� Fifth bullet-point



The second edition 
the European Cycling Lexicon

120 key term around

• the bike, accessories, 
• different types of cycles 

for different mobility needs
• cycling infrastructure

fully illustrated 

in 27 languages, including 
all 23 official EU languages



Second edition of 
European Cycling Lexicon [expand: one 
slide for each “novelty”, with screen shots 
from pdf!

• More languages, incl. Turkish, Russian, Japanese, 
Chinese…

• A wiki for further terms and languages

• Additional information (EU funding sources , 
European statistics)

• EU-wide distribution (e.g. via EU-Info points)



The EESC’s European Cycling Lexicon
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The EESC’s Cycling Lexicon
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EESC

•Translators’ terra incognita : had to create new terms in many 
languages

• Words change thoughts and thoughts change reality

• Photos as proof of existence



European Funding for Cycling and Cycling 
Infrastructure

Context

• Info on EU funding for cycling never compiled before 
– beginning of a learning curve! 

• EU budget only 1% of member state budgets 
→→→→ apply for local money first!

• But: in 2007-2013 EU budget 8 billion Euro for
urban mobility

• Current cycling share of EU transport funding still 
meagre - induce demand-pull?!

• EU funding can attract national funding!



Different programmes are administered in 
different ways:

Directly by European Commission : 

Seventh Framework Programme for Research (FP7), 
including sub-programme CIVITAS (for urban transport 
innovation and best practice exchange)

By the member states/ regional authorities: 
European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)
European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD)



Different programmes are administered in 
different ways:

By European agencies:

• Intelligent Energy Europe programme (EEI) by the 
European Agency for Competitiveness and 
Innovation (EACI)

• Programme of Community Action in the Field of 
Health by the Executive Agency for Health and 
Consumers (EAHC)



EU Funds and Programmes relevant for 
cycling

1. European Regional Development Fund (ERDF)

2. European Agricultural Fund for Rural Development 
(EAFRD)

3. Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE)

4. EU Research Framework Programme (FP7, 
FP8,…)

5. Programme of Community Action in the Field of 
Health

6. General application tips



European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) 

• Aim: strengthen economic and social cohesion in the
European Union by correcting imbalances between
regions

• Member States and their regions manage the programs
→→→→ contact your own national or regional authorities

• Information on projects and programmes: 

http://ec.europa.eu/regional_policy/atlas2007/index_en.htm



European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) 

• Finances among others infrastructures for environment, 
energy and clean and sustainable urban transport, 
multimodal transport or tourism-related infrastructure 

• Sub-programme URBACT http://urbact.eu/ : exchange 
and learning programme promoting sustainable urban 
development, no infrastructure, 70-80% EU-funded

• Project example: "Active Travel Network“: promoting 
walking and cycling in small and medium sized cities



European Regional Development Fund 
(ERDF) 2

Source: Active Travel Network



European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD)

• Administered by the member states/ regional 
ministries of agriculture
http://ec.europa.eu/agriculture/use/index_en.htm

• Objectives: 
improve environment and countryside
diversification of rural economy, sustainable tourism

• Funding (sometimes only 50%)  for cycling 
projects/creation of cycling infrastructure and promotion 
of sustainable tourism possible within axis 3 and the 
Leader axis 
(example: http://www.hasetal-leader.de/projekte.html )



Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE)

• Administered by the European Agency for 
Competitiveness and Innovation (EACI)

• Objectives: promote energy efficiency and 
renewable energy, also in transport

• Cycling funding possible under STEER strand (not 
infrastructure, but  campaigns, training, capacity 
building, …)

http://ec.europa.eu/energy/intelligent/index_en.html



Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE)
Project examples: 

PRESTO – “Promoting Cycling for Everyone as a Daily 
Transport Mode”
http://www.presto-cycling.eu/en/home

SpiCycles –" Sustainable Planning & Innovation for 
bicycles“ http://spicycles.velo.info/



Intelligent Energy Europe (IEE)

Project examples: 

Also STEER strand: 
“Active Access ” (www.active-access.eu )
2,1 million Euro over 3 years, 75% EU-funded 
(includes  60% flat rate for overhead costs!) 
remaining 25% e.g. working time of city 
administration staff

Generally important: transferable results (e.g. 
handbooks, videos)



Seventh Framework Programme (FP7)

• Administered by the European Commission
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/transport/home_en.html

• The EU’s main financial tool for research, 
technological development and demonstration

• Information and advice at National Contact Points: 
http://cordis.europa.eu/fp7/ncp_en.html

• Key initiative CIVITAS (http://www.civitas.eu/ ) for 
ambitious sustainable  transport strategies: has co-
financed ca. 100 cycling related projects in 58 cities
Contact: secretariat@civitas.eu



Program of Community Action 
in the Field of Health

• Administered by the Executive Agency for Health 
and Consumers (EAHC)
http://ec.europa.eu/health/programme/policy/2008-
2013/index_en.htm

• Objective: improve health at European level

• The biggest numbers of funded projects deal with 
health promotion e.g. the promotion of physical 
activity, such as cycling

• Project example: 
LIFE CYCLE http://www.lifecycle.cc/



General application advice

• Contact the EU-representations of your region to ask for 
advice

• Lobby your members of the European Parliament 
(www.europarl.europa.eu ) and your members in the 
Committee of the Regions (www.cor.europa.eu ) 
for more money to be allocated to cycling

• Refer to economic significance of cycling: e.g. cycling 
tourism turnover in Germany from 5 billion in 2005 
to 9 billion in 2009



General application strategies

• Applying for EU-funding is an art:

• Selling ones activities as implementation of EU 
policy objectives

• Applications in English

• Criteria for eligibility of applicant organisation: 
healthy economy, min. 3 years in existence, funding 
can be mutually exclusive, 

• Long-term process: ca. 6 months from application 
to decision



General application advice

• Full payment sometimes only after submission of final 
project report!

• To prevent fraud: high administrative & reporting burden 
+ internal (& external) auditing, archive documents 5 
years

• Three kinds of expertise (for application and 
implementation): 
A) budgeting/financial management 
B) content/strategic (fit own objectives to EU policy 
priorities)
C) project coordination → seek advice of experienced 
applicants!



General application advice

• Intermediate reports, final project reports (can be a 
useful publication/promotion material!)

• Application deadlines! (no flexibility!)

• Visibility of EU required

• Challenges: international cooperation, EN as working-
and reporting language

• Tip: Funding-Programme info-day in Brussels: finding 
partners, asking questions to EU administrators 
(personal contact important!)



General application advice

• Problem: funding often only for limited duration (e.g. 
1 year – difficult for long-term development, 
employment  & planning)

• Form cross-border coalitions

• Share your experiences with partners, with the ECF 
(www.ecf.com ) 
and with the EESC (ten@eesc.europa.eu )!



Literature 

European Commission, 

DG Budget:

ISBN 978-92-79-08535-2 

EU Bookshop 

(http://bookshop.europa.eu)

Download: 
http://ec.europa.eu/budget/library/publications/fin ancial_pub/pack_rules_funds_en.pdf



Literature 

European Cycling Lexicon

Pages 13-14

For a copy mail to 

ten@eesc.europa.eu

Download:

http://www.eesc.europa.eu/sections/ten/european-cyc ling-lexicon



Good luck with your application 

and thank you for your attention!

sven.dammann@eesc.europa.eu


