
ORGANISERS

The European Economic and Social Committee (EESC): A Bridge between Europe and Organised Civil Society 

The European Economic and Social Committee is a consultative body set up by the Rome Treaties in 1957. It consists of representatives of the various economic and social components of organised civil society. Its main task is to advise the three major institutions (European Parliament, Council of the European Union and European Commission). 

It is mandatory for the Committee to be consulted on those issues stipulated in the Treaties and in all cases where the institutions deem it appropriate. It can also be consulted on an exploratory basis by one of the other institutions, or can itself take the initiative to issue opinions (around 15% of its opinions are own-initiative opinions). The Committee adopts on average 150 opinions a year on a wide range of subjects concerning European integration. It therefore plays an active role in the processes of shaping Community policies and preparing Community decisions. 

Thanks to the EESC, building Europe is therefore the task not only of the European Union and politicians, but also of members of the public belonging to organisations involved in the economic, social and civic life of their countries. The EESC’s 344 members are drawn from economic and social interest groups in Europe and are nominated by national governments and appointed by the Council of the European Union for a renewable 4-year term of office. 

2009 was declared by the European Union the European Year of Creativity and Innovation. That’s why the EESC is organising an international design competition aiming at underlining the importance of innovate and creative ideas to raise the awareness of major European challenges to come. In this competition the EESC is asking for entries focusing on energy and climate change creating a product which contributes to /encourages sustainable environmental protection. 

More information: http://www.eesc.europa.eu/
 

Designed in Brussels 

The EESC partner organisation, Designed in Brussels is a public promotional organisation that supports Brussels designers in their work, financed predominantly by the Ministry of Labour and Economics of the Brussels Capital Region. Its mission is to build on six principal axes: 

1. In general: a platform for young talents in the field of design and a support for more mature designers. www.designedinbrussels.be 
2. The yearly international promotional program in collaboration with the Foreign Trade Department of the Ministry of the Brussels Capital “101% Designed in Brussels”, that offers selected Brussels designers a presence at the most prominent international fairs www.101pr100designed.be 
3. In collaboration with the Minister for the Environment of Brussels-Capital, contest for the integration of design furniture in public areas in collaboration with various Brussels public organisations www.parckdesign.be 
4. The “Dynamo Belgian Young Design Awards” a yearly contest that offers a professional platform for the new young design talents through intense cooperation with the Belgian Design Schools www.dynamodesign.be 

5. exhibitions organised in our Gallery called “Showcase” 

6. “Conferences” organised in order to bring together industries, companies and designers 

The designer Olivier Gilson*, former artistic director of Designed in Brussels, initiator of the Dynamo Belgian young design awards, and 

Giovanna Massoni*, design curator and journalist, are working in collaboration with the EESC on the launch and coordination of EESC Design ZeroNine and are part of the competition’s advisory board. 
*For detailed CV's please see: www.design-competition.eesc.europa.eu
